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AGENDA

January 28, 2019 – 6:00 P.M.
54-B District Courtroom 2
101 Linden Street
East Lansing, MI 48823
1. ROLL CALL
2. ELECTION OF TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OFFICERS
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – AUGUST 6, 2018
5. CORRESPONDENCE
6. COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL LIAISON TO THE COMMISSION
7. AUDIENCE COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS

BUSINESS AGENDA
8. DISCUSSION AND NOMINATION FOR THE AGE-FRIENDLY COMMITTEE
9. DISCUSSOIN OF THE SKYMINT DEVELOPMENT TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY
10. DISCUSSION OF CITY SCOOTER ORDINANCE
11. DISCUSSION OF THE RESIDENT PERMIT PARKING DRAFT ORDINANCE
12. DISCUSSION OF BIKE FRIENDLY SUBCOMMITTEE
13. DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SCHEDULE
14. STAFF UPDATE
15. COMMISSION MEMBER CONCERNS
16. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
17. ADJOURN
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2019 MEETING SCHEDULE
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH
6:00 PM
54 –B COURTROOM #2

JANUARY 28
FEBRUARY 25
MARCH 18
APRIL 15
MAY 20
JUNE 17
JULY 15
AUGUST 19
SEPTEMBER 16
OCTOBER 21
NOVEMBER 18

TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Quality Services for a Quality Community
MEMBERS
Thomas Baumann, Chair
John Swords, Vice Chair
Kevin Beard
John Boyse
Erich Ditschman
Troy Fassbender
Syed Waqar Haider
Daphne O'Regan
Steven Stapleton

MEETING MINUTES
August 6, 2018 - 6:00 P.M.
54-B District Courtroom 2
101 Linden Street
East Lansing, MI 48823
ROLL CALL:
Commissioners present:

City Council Liaison
Shanna Draheim

Staff Liaison
Steven Roach
(517) 337-9459

City of East Lansing
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
WORKS &
ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES
1800 E. State Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 337-9459

www.cityofeastlansing.com

Kevin Beard, John Boyse, Erich Ditschman,Troy Fassbender, Syed Waqar Haider,
Steven Stapleton
Commissioners absent:

Thomas Baumann, Johns Swords, Daphne O'Regan
ELECTION OF TEMPORARY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION CHAIR:

Nominations to serve as temporary Chair for the meeting was requested, provided the
current Chair and Vice Chair were not able to attend this evening. Roach opened the
floor for nominations.
Haider nominated Kevin Beard. There were no other nominations.

Ditschman seconded.
Vote 6-0, motion approved unanimously.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Agenda approved unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – APRL 16, 2018:

Minutes approved unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None.

COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL LIAISON TO THE COMMISSION:

None

AUDIENCE COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA TOPICS:

None

BUSINESS AGENDA
DISCUSSION OF THE UPDATED 100 GRAND RIVER AVENUE AND 341 EVERGREEN
AVENUE DEVELOPMENT TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY

Roach provided a summary of the Traffic Impact Study (TIS) completed by Traffic
Engineering Associates, Inc. (TEA) for the proposed development at 100 Grand River
Avenue and 341 Evergreen Avenue. The 100 Grand River Avenue development will
consist of two buildings, identified as buildings A and D. Building A will be located on the
northwest corner of Abbot Road and Grand River Avenue and will contain 213 units of
residential apartments and 13,870 square feet of retail space. Building D will be located on
the northwest corner of Evergreen Avenue and Grand River Avenue and will consist of a
194 room hotel with 3,290 square feet of retail space. This developed is proposed to be
completed during the summer of 2020.
The 341 Evergreen Avenue development will consist of one building, identified as
Building C, which will be located on the southwest corner of Evergreen Avenue and Valley
Court and it will consist of 71 residential apartments. Estimated completion is scheduled
for the fall of 2023.
The TIS evaluated traffic data collected during daily peak hour intervals and turning
movement data at impacted intersections to evaluate the level-of-service (LOS) under
existing conditions as well as at full build out and occupancy of the buildings A, D and C.
The source of the trip generation data from the surrounding intersections, as well as trip
generation data from the ongoing Center City development, was provided by Kimley-Horn
and used by TEA. The trip generation rates for the proposed 100 Grand River Avenue and
341 Evergreen Avenue developments were derived from the ITE Trip Generation Manual,
in addition to applying pedestrian and transit factors associated with the City's 2011
Transportation Plan. Under future conditions, following full build out and occupancy of
the sites, all studied intersections with the exception of four, are anticipated to operate at an
acceptable LOS D or better (less than 55 seconds of delay). These intersection locations
were identified as Abbot Road/Grand River Avenue, Abbot Road/Albert Avenue, Grand
River Avenue/Delta Street and Grand River Avenue/Evergreen Avenue. The desired
Engineering standard for LOS is a level D or better.
Proposed mitigation improvements were identified and include a new eastbound left turn
lane on Albert Avenue at Abbot Road, as well as a center two-way left turn lane on Albert
Avenue between Evergreen Avenue and Abbot Road.
The proposed developments would provide sidewalks along the public roadway and buffers
between traffic and pedestrians, as well as bicycle parking at street levels. In addition, a
bike lane is proposed on southbound Abbot Road between Albert Avenue and Grand River
Avenue.
Traffic distribution for the proposed sites will be accommodated through the following
measures: Hotel patrons will be parked via a valet service, which will use parking space in
the new Center City parking garage currently under construction. Retail customers will be
required to use existing public parking facilities, and all residential traffic will have
available parking within their buildings for personal use.
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Provided the overall scale of the project and data analysis, the City requested a third party
review to be completed. The City's traffic consultant, DLZ Michigan, Inc., completed their
review and provided comments on the attached summary.
Ditschman asked if the DLZ TIS review summary was provided to TEA.
Roach stated the DLZ analysis was completed and provided to the City late last
week, at which time it was forwarded to TEA. Related comments have not
been formally addressed at this time.
Ditschman asked about the bike lane originally discussed with the previous proposal
crossing Grand River Avenue.
Roach stated this plan provides a building setback to provide a bike lane along
Abbot Road, between Albert Avenue and Grand River Avenue. Bicyclists have the
option to remain in the travel lane and cross Grand River, or walk their bicycles
across the street in the existing crosswalk provided along the east leg of the
Abbot/Grand River intersection.
Beard asked if there were provisions in place for bike and moped storage.
Roach stated the bicycle parking availability with each development is summarized
on sheet 44 of the TIS. Roach added moped parking is not discussed within the
study and it's assumed mopeds would use the existing parking made available
within the City.
Haider asked if MDOT has reviewed the study.
Roach stated he not aware that MDOT has reviewed the TIS, but it would be provided to
them for comment.
David Pierson, associate with the applicant party was introduced and was before the
Commission to address any questions/concerns. Pierson summarized the bike parking
locations and quantity to be provided at each site, bike lanes that are proposed on both
Albert and Abbot and existing surface lot parking available in City Lot 8.
Stapleton asked about drop-off and loading zones and where these vehicles would be
staged.
Pierson stated Albert will have a freight location for temporary storage.
Ditschman asked about green rooftop systems and whether they are proposed with the
projects.
Pierson stated there will be landscape areas that may address some storm water
runoff, but no green roof systems or porous pavement is proposed.
Fassbender asked if Building C would have on site parking.
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Pierson confirmed onsite parking would be available for building C.
Beard inquired about the realignment of the Abbot/Albert intersection.
Pierson confirmed the realignment would be addressed as part of the project.
Beard asked whether the traffic data collected accounted for trip generation through the
residential neighborhood to the north.
Sonnenberg with TEA stated traffic counts and modeling did not show any
significant cut through traffic to the north through the neighborhood. There is no
indication that this would become a desired cut through route.
Floor was opened for public comment.
Alice Dreger, 621 Sunset Lane
Ms. Dreger requested a traffic count be taken in portions of the neighborhood now to have
data on file for reference at a later date, to help in determining whether there is cut through
traffic upon any redevelopment.
No further comment, public comment was closed.
Beard requested that the City perform a traffic count this fall to have data on file.
Roach stated it was discussed and approved during a prior Commission meeting,
while reviewing a prior proposal and TIS, that traffic data would be collected by the
developer or their consultant to allow for analyzing patterns along Evergreen
Avenue upon future build out. If northbound traffic increases by more than
25%, the developer agreed to install a traffic diverter at the intersection of
Evergreen Avenue and Oakhill Avenue. This occurred following the discussion of
a prior study during the September 19, 2016 meeting and confirmed as part of a
follow up discussion during the November 21, 2016 Transportation Commission
meeting.
Sonnenberg confirmed they have current traffic data that can be used for future analysis
comparison.
Boyse added a comment on pedestrian safety along sidewalks in the event this
development is approved. Sufficient overhead protection and passage space is needed for
non-motorized users.
Beard forwarded a motion of approval for the 100 Grand River Avenue and 341 Evergreen
Avenue traffic impact study, with the identified concerns of the Transportation
Commission and items requiring further comment in the DLZ third party review, be further
discussed and addressed. In summary, Commission member concerns relate to traffic data
collection in the surrounding residential neighborhood following project completion for
review of traffic patterns and possible improvements in traffic control measures, bike lane
delineation crossing Grand River Avenue at the intersection with Abbot Road, sufficient
parking to accommodate the developments for all modes of transportation, MDOT review
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of the TEA traffic impact study and sufficient pedestrian safety along public sidewalks
upon a approved development plan.
Haider seconded.
Vote 6-0, motion approved unanimously.
STAFF UPDATE
Roach provided updates of ongoing road projects, including major and local street progress
and sidewalk improvements along Albert Avenue as part of the CDBG Grant. Tentative
schedules of related projects were also discussed.
COMMISSION MEMBER CONCERNS
Boyse commented on the concern of parking quantity associated with The Hub
development project, as there is not much proposed with this site. Primary housing is to
serve students.

Roach stated the site plan for this developed has gone through the Planning
Commission and City Council approval process. He could not confirm the total
number of spaces to be provided with this redevelopment.
Ditschman commented on the inlet protection in the Glencairn Neighborhood as part of the
local street project.
Roach stated Consumers Energy has been working in this area for most of the
summer and the inlet protection in place does not allow for any storm water
overflow in the event of a storm. Once they become plugged, water accumulates in
the streets. The City contractor working on the water main project will be installing
proper inlet protection, with overflow capability and will be required to maintain
them. Staff on site handling project inspection will also be checking the condition
of these areas throughout the project.
Beard would like to have some discussion in the near future regarding moped parking
policies.
ITEMS FOR THE SEPTEMBER 17, 2018 MEETING:
• Discussion of moped regulations and parking

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 P.M.
________________________

THOMAS BAUMANN, CHAIR

________________________

STEVEN ROACH, SECRETARY
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CITY MANAGER

Quality Services for a Quality Community

MEMORANDUM

City of East Lansing
OFFICE OF THE CITY
MANAGER
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6920

www.cityofeastlansing.com

TO:

Transportation Commission
University Student Commission

FROM:

George Lahanas, City Manager

DATE:

January 18, 2019

SUBJECT:

Scooter Ordinance

The East Lansing City Council is looking for feedback as they begin consideration of an
ordinance to regulate the licensing and operation of scooters within the City. As you are
aware, scooters from several companies were operating in the City during the late fall and
early winter. These scooters present a new business model that allows the customer to
locate and rent the scooter through a phone app and then leave the scooter wherever they
terminate their trip. This model has been very popular with MSU students, and the service
appears to be heavily utilized. As these scooters began operating, the City asked residents
and customers to provide feedback via the City’s website. A total of 39 comments were
received and are included for your review. Some of the feedback that raises concerns with
the scooter operation fall into these areas: high operating speed, pedestrian/scooter
sidewalk interaction and scooters parked in a manner that obstructs the sidewalk.
As we propose an ordinance for Council, some of the items that may be addressed include:
-

Business licensing and associated fees imposed by the City.
Including the City as an additional insured for liability protection.
Electronically reduced scooter speed in certain areas, such as the downtown.
Requiring that all scooters be deployed only to designated areas of the public right-of-way
that are preselected by the City to facilitate pedestrian activity.

Please provide any feedback that your Commission believes is appropriate for the City
Council to consider by February 1, 2019.

Introduced:
Adopted:
Effective:

________
________
________
CITY OF EAST LANSING
ORDINANCE NO. ____
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
EAST LANSING BY ADDING ARTICLE X – ELECTRIC
SKATEBOARD COMPANIES - AND SECTIONS 8-601, 8-605,
8-606, 8-610, 8-611, 8-612 AND 8-615 TO CHAPTER 8 BUSINESSES - OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST
LANSING.

THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:
Article X, Divisions 1 through 4 and Sections 8-601, 8-610, 8-612, 8-613, 8-614 and 8-615 are
hereby added to Chapter 8 - Businesses - of the Code of the City of East Lansing to read as
follows:
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY
Sec. 8-601. Definitions.
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:
City means the City of East Lansing and that area within the jurisdictional boundaries of
the City of East Lansing.
Deploy means to place, after charging or maintenance, an electric skateboard on the
public right-of-ways for the purpose of customer operation.
Electric Skateboard means a wheeled device that has a floorboard designed to be stood
upon when riding that is no more than 60 inches long and 18 inches wide, is designed to
transport only 1 person at a time and has an electrical propulsion system. An electric skateboard
includes those that have handlebars and, in addition to having an electrical propulsion system,
are designed to also be powered by human propulsion.
Electric Skateboard Company means a person or entity that provides, or otherwise makes
available to the public, electric skateboards for use on a temporary basis for payment.
Operation of an Electric Skateboard Company within the City means having one or more
electric skateboards deployed within the city for the purpose of customer operation within the
city on the city’s public right-of-ways or the deployment of electric skateboards outside the city
with the intent that the skateboards be operated within the city on the city’s public right-of-ways.

Secs. 8-602 to 8-604 reserved.
DIVISION 2. LICENSE ISSUANCE AND FEES
Sec. 8-605. Required; application.
(1)
No person shall operate an electric skateboard company within the city without
having a valid license for operation of an electric skateboard company issued by the city clerk.
(2)
Application shall be made by the person or entity operating the company,
annually, on forms provided by the city clerk which shall require the following:
(a)

The full names and addresses of the owner or operator of the applicant;

(b)

The address of the applicant's local business office;

(c)

The logo or other branding unique to the applicant that will be visible on
every electric scooter it operates or makes available;

(d)

The telephone number, email address, and website that the public may
contact to lodge complaints or make reports;

(e)

Acknowledgment of the requirements in section 8-613;

(f)

A copy of the certificate of insurance required pursuant to section
8-613(11);

Sec. 8-606. License issuance, fees.
The city clerk is hereby authorized to grant licenses described in this Article. All licenses
are annual unless suspended or revoked earlier as provided in section 8-67. A non-refundable
annual license fee must be paid for a license; the annual fee for the first year this ordinance goes
into effect is Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) and hereafter shall be as established by the
budget resolution of city council. An additional daily fee for each electric skateboard that is
available to the public in the city each day must be paid to the city on a monthly basis; the daily
fee for the first year this ordinance goes into effect is Ten Cents ($.10) per ride that originates in
the city, per day, and hereafter shall be set by budget resolution of city council.
Secs. 8-607 to 8-609 reserved
DIVISION 3. CONDUCT OF LICENSEE, ENFORCEMENT.
Sec. 8-610. Conduct of Licensee.

Each licensee shall, as a condition of obtaining and maintaining a license, agree to
comply at all times with all of the following:
(1)
Limit the maximum speed of all electric scooters to 10 miles per hour
within the city’s Downtown Development Authority District between the Abbot Road and
Charles Avenue;
(2)
Provide easily visible contact information on each electric scooter, including:
a logo or other branding; a unique identification number in front no smaller than 2
inches in height that is visible while the electric skateboard is parked upright; and contact
information for the company that is visible while the electric skateboard is parked
upright, including telephone number, email address, and website;
(3)
Maintain a 24-hour customer service phone number for customers and members
of the public to report safety concerns, complaints, or to ask questions;
(4)
Respond to requests from any person or entity for rebalancing, reports of
incorrectly parked electric scooters, or reports of unsafe/inoperable electric scooters by
relocating, re-parking, or removing the electric skateboard, as appropriate, within 2 hours of
receiving notice;
(5)
Respond to reports from any person or entity of safety or maintenance issues with
a specific device, by remotely making that electric scooter unavailable to users in addition to
removing the electric scooter as required in this section;
(6)
into service;

Ensure that any inoperable or unsafe device shall be repaired before it is put back

(7)
Ensure that the use policy includes clear prohibition on more than one person
riding on an electric scooter at a time;
(8)
Implement a marketing and targeted community outreach plan, at the person or
entity's own cost, to provide access to electric scooter services and promote the use of electric
scooters citywide, particularly among low- income communities;
(9)
Indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the city against any and all liability,
actions, or claims resulting from the conduct or operations related to electric scooters by any
person or entity;
(10) Maintain insurance providing liability coverage in an amount not less than
$500,000 per incident and $1,000,000 aggregate; and
city.

(11)

Share identified usage data, as more fully described in section 8-612, with the

(12)

Deploy electric skateboards only in areas so designated by the city;

(13) Remove all electric skateboards from the public right-of-ways within the city by
11:00 p.m. each day.
(14) Remove all electric skateboards from the public right-of-ways within the city by
December 15th each year and deploy electric skateboards no earlier than March 15th each year.
(15) Remove all electric skateboards from the public right-of-ways within the city
when snow/ice or other weather conditions make the use unsafe.
Sec. 8-611. License suspension, impoundment.
(1)
In addition to those acts set forth in Sec. 8-68, the willful failure to comply with
the provisions of 8-610 or 8-612 by any licensee shall be deemed to be “cause” for a license
suspension pursuant to Sec. 8-67.
(2)
Any electric skateboard deployed in an area not designated for deployment by the
city is subject to being impounded by the city pursuant to MCL 257.252d(1)(b).
(3)
Any electric skateboard parked in an area or that is otherwise in a condition so as
to be subject to removal pursuant to MCL 257.252d (1) is subject to being impounded by the city
pursuant to MCL 257.252d(1).
(4)
Any electric skateboard parked in any prohibited area pursuant to Section 8-615 is
subject to removal and impoundment pursuant to MCL 257.252d(1).
(5)
In addition to other penalties allowed by law, any electric skateboards deployed
by an unlicensed company are subject to removal and impoundment.
Sec. 8-612. Reporting Requirements.
(1)
Each month, a licensed company shall share the following data with the city
in order to improve future operations for electric scooters within the city:
(a)

Electric scooter utilization rates;

(b)

Trip volumes, including a separate notation of the number of trips originating
within the city;

(c)

Trip distances and routes;

(d)

Starting and stopping points for each trip;

(e)

Number of electric skateboards it deployed in the city each day;

(f)

Number of electric skateboards it removed the city each day;

(g)

Parking compliance rates;

(h)

Any information regarding theft and vandalism of the electric skateboards;

(i)

Maintenance records for any electric skateboards deployed within the city; and

(j)

Records of any accidents or crashes involving operators of electric skateboards.

(2)
Within a reasonable time after any information supplied on a license application
changes, the licensee shall provide to the city clerk the updated information.
Secs. 8-613 to 8-614 reserved
DIVISION 4. CONDUCT OF ELECTIC SKATEBOARD OPERATORS.
Sec. 8-615. – Parking and operation in the city right-of-way; Restrictions.
In addition to the restrictions on parking and operation of electric skateboards found in
the Michigan Motor Vehicle Code and the Uniform Traffic Code, electric skateboard operators
are subject to the following restrictions:
(1)
Electric skateboards shall be parked upright on hard surfaces on the sidewalk but
only if at least 5 linear feet of unobstructed sidewalk is preserved for safe pedestrian travel.
(2)
Electric skateboards may not park in such a manner that impedes or interferes
with access to or use of:
(a)

Sidewalks, crosswalks, or sidewalk ramps;

(b)

Bus stops, shelters, or waiting areas;

(c)

Loading zones or handicapped parking spaces;

(d)

Fire hydrants;

(e)

Benches;

(f)

Parking meters or pay stations;

(g)

Commercial window displays;

(h)

Access to or from any buildings;

(i)

Any bicycle racks;

(j)
(3)

Streets, driveways or alleys;

Electric skateboards may not be parked in metered parking spaces.

(4)
Electric skateboards may be parked on streets without sidewalks only if the
roadway travel lanes are not impeded.
(5)
Operators of electric skateboards shall not travel at speeds greater than 10 miles
per hour within the city’s Downtown Development Authority District between Abbot Road and
Charles Avenue.
(6)

Electric skateboards shall not be operated on sidewalks.

Comments

Dear City of East Lansing, I am writing to complain about the Bird scooters that have flooded our community. I see several problems. People who are riding them are riding the wrong way down city
streets, wrong way on bike lines, and on side walks. Many drivers of the scooters are not following the rules of the road and are wreckless and endanger themselves, pedestrians, and drivers. In addition
many scooters are parked in the middle of sidewalk, sidewalk ramps, and walk ways. I envision this being a problem for people in wheelchairs, with other mobility issues, the elderly, people with limited
vision or unsighted, families with strollers, someone walking at night, and someone who just isn't paying attention--people could fall on these or they could prevent someone with mobility issues from
even getting in the sidewalk from the street or vice-versa.
The city needs to do something either to regulate these, remove them, and/or educate users on the rules of the road--or create policy that indicates how and where they can be used.
Thanks for your attention to the matter

Dear Sir/Madam,
The proliferation of shared electric scooters branded "Bird" has made a big impression in town. There seems to be an ongoing discussion about how the city (and MSU Campus) should manage the
presence of these shared scooters, and I wanted to make a suggestion I hope the city will consider.
First of all, I think the Bird scooters are a fun, innovative, and practical concept that members of the community have taken to. I am in favor of anything that can help reduce car and truck traffic volumes
in town--especially in the downtown and MSU campus areas--and the Bird scooters could be a great alternative mode of urban transport.
However, most users are currently operating the vehicles on sidewalks where they risk collision with pedestrians and with cars and trucks in crosswalks and at sidewalk cuts. Quite frankly, they are
simply far too high-speed for safe operation.
As a regular cyclist, both as a commuter and for recreational purposes, I would welcome the option for Bird scooter drivers to use bicycle lanes around town. Currently, most cyclists in East Lansing
seem to be reluctant to make use of the city's growing bicycle infrastructure, likely due to perceived safety issues, instead preferring to ride on the sidewalk. This means the city's bicycle lanes are
currently underutilized.
By allowing Bird scooters to use bicycle lanes (and ENFORCING the existing prohibition on driving motorized scooters on sidewalks), it will make sidewalks safer for pedestrians, improve safety for Bird
scooter riders, and perhaps entice more cyclists to join them in the city's bicycle lanes and roadways.
I hope the appropriate authorities will take this suggestion under consideration!
Best,

Regarding the Bird scooters: I'm not opposed to these being used. But shouldn't they be required to have a headlight? I was crossing Bailey last night on foot, near the back alley of Grand River, and one
of these came out of nowhere and came somewhat close to colliding with me. Given that they're painted black, and with no headlight, it's really hard to spot these things when it's dark out, especially if
the rider is wearing dark colors also. The Lime ones seem to have more lighting on them, versus the Bird. My concern last evening wasn't so much getting hit by the scooter, as it was that it made me
change my intended walking route on a moment's notice and caused me to come closer than I wanted to to being hit by a passing car. Hopefully that makes sense, what I'm trying to describe. As it
stands now, the Bird scooters don't seem safe to people who are walking near them, at night at least, unless they're required to have a headlight.

I live one block from Michigan Avenue. The sidewalks along Michigan Avenue are routinely blocked with electronic scooters, especially in crosswalks and near bus stops. Some bus stops are completely
inaccessible due to scooter parking. I cannot understand how this is not an ADA compliance issue. The City is open to liability related to these scooters. Additionally, I have been clipped in the elbow and
shoulder by a passing scooter rider who was weaving through pedestrians on campus about a week ago.
If the city restricts sidewalk vending like mobile food carts or coffee stands, how is it that scooters are allowed to be distributed on public sidewalks? The business model of the scooter operators is to
use public sidewalks as their distribution point and therefore their operations should be subject to greater regulation in order to prevent blocking of sidewalks and better ensure pedestrian safety.

Regarding Bird and Lime Scooters:
I do not think these scooters need to be heavily regulated, except perhaps to encourage them to be parked at bike racks. What these scooters highlight for me is how bad bike infrastructure is in East
Lansing. I wouldn't mind scooters at all if they parked at bike racks and used bike lanes instead of going 15 mph on the sidewalks. But there are no reasonable bike lanes, the lanes that do exist are
dangerous with potholes, and there are few bike racks. So they become hazards to people walking. Overall, I don't support regulating them because they are filling a need, but the infrastructure around
them could be better and would also benefit bicyclists.

Regarding electric scooters and traffic congestion:
I would like to see them restricted to parking in designated areas similar to bicycles and motor scooters. I have seen them left on Michigan Avenue in the middle of the sidewalk, near the old golf course,
in the middle of neighborhoods on sidewalks and blocking crosswalks. Iâ€™ve seen college kids racing them on sidewalks on Cowley. Downtown, while bikes are locked to bike racks, these scooters are
left in the sidewalk. I no longer walk my dog on Michigan Avenue sidewalk in the morning because of congestion related to scooters and bikes, (most do not use the bike lanes) especially since Skyview
apts opened. Itâ€™s just not safe.
Since these new apartments opened, the car traffic on Highland has increased with a lot more speeding as well. Weâ€™re considering moving because of these changes.

Please work to expedite clear laws and instructions for use of electric scooters. I have 3 requests: 1. Allow use in bike lanes or sidewalks. Riding in the street at the edge of the lane will lead some drivers
to try to pass in the same lane without moving over, a severe hazard to scooter operators.
2. Allow use without a driver's license. These provide an affordable,convenient option for people without a license, such as my special needs adult daughter, who cannot read to pass a road test, but she is
quite proficient at navigating roads on her bike. 3. Please provide clear, affordable parking options, such as using bicycle racks.
Electric scooters have the potential to relieve traffic congestion and pollution in East Lansing. Thank you for your prompt attention to this welcome change in our community.

Concerning the use of electric scooters in East Lansing:
I believe these scooters should be parked in designated areas when not in use. Right now they are simply left anywhere â€“ on the corner, on a lawn, wherever the rider stops. Also, I agree that
pedestrians should have right-of-way on sidewalks and should be warned when being passed. This can apply to electric scooters as well as bicycles. Thank you

While Bird Scooters are new to the Greater Lansing Area, the concept is not new. Chicago has Divvy bikes. These bikes (over 5,800 of them) can be picked up at any one of the more than 580 bike rack
stations throughout the City. Because of these stations, bikes are not laying around the City. At the end of a ride, the user returns the bike to any station. The ride and the usage fee ends when the bike is
secured in an empty dock and a green light comes on to make sure it's locked.
Personally, I am very pro Bird Scooters, at least the idea. However, I wholeheartedly agree with Mayor Pro Tem Altman that we need East Lansing, Lansing, MSU and Cata to draft a plan with Bird
Scooters, to make certain everyone is on the same page, and prevent our City from dealing with scooters everywhere. Chicago and Divvy bikes may be a good starting point for a model.
....just my 2 cents

I am writing to give my support to the Bird/Lime Scooters. I think they are a wonderful option that will take cars and mopeds off the road, and they should be encouraged to flourish in the neighborhood.
They are a great option not just for students, but for people of all ages, alongside with bicycles. Please work with the companies to allow this good addition to the transit mix in the area.
As a resident of East Lansing, I hate these new electric scooters and also mopeds. Riders are inconsiderate and don't obey traffic laws. At the very least they need regulations as we don't need the wild
West out there. It isn't safe and it's ugly. If there are changes needed to infrastructure, tax those things or make them pay to register and park.
We love the scooters! They make E. Lansing more vibrant, and are a great, low carbon source of transportation. Also, not everyone in E. Lansing can afford a car, and this makes transportation more
feasible for low income students. We support the scooters!
I strongly encourage the city to accommodate the scooters. Of course some rules should be clearly made but it is much better to have the electric scooters than more cars or even mopeds. They are
environmentally friendly. They are convenient. They are certainly the future. We should embrace them.
In regards to potential regulations on the electrical scooters that have popped up everywhere; can there be a rule that the people operating them can NOT have headphones in while they are operating
the vehicle/scooter? I personally think that this should be a rule for operating mopeds and bicycles as well...
We continue to have scooters left on sidewalks in our neighbor obstructing foot traffic. There are several disabled residents in our neighborhood, myself included, who are unable to maneuver easily
around the scooters when they are left on sidewalks. If the city allows the scooters, there must be monitoring and enforcement to ensure correct use and parking.
I've used these scooters in London and other major markets...I think they are good idea as they offer a last mile solution to buses etc. Thank for testing them out in EL.

Two weeks ago I was traveling in Utah and watching local evening news from Salt Lake City. Each broadcast was full of stories about the hazards of electric scooters which apparently were a recent
phenomena in the area. They reported numerous scooter riders injuries, accident involving cars and scooters, and between cars trying to avoid scooters. It was clearly a major new problem for public
safety and for drivers. It sounded out of control. They were busy trying to manage it. Sounded like it was too late to me.

I heard the City is assessing e-scooter use and welcoming comments. As I understand, these scooters are allowed on sidewalks provided they drive responsibly near pedestrians. This seems appropriate
and no change is needed.
It would be helpful to inform the public about the city regulations on the scooters - appropriate pparking spots, driving rules, etc. While the current rules seem fine, I have heard many different people
tell me conflicting things about what is allowed and what is not. I don't know exactly what MSU enforces on campus but having rules consistent with theirs is great.
I am concerned about the end-of-life of these scooters. Should they break, are they abandoned? Are they repaired? Are they collected by the company? I would hate to see broken scooters left as litter
along the sidewalks. The companies should be held responsible to remove them at the end of their life and to dispose of them in a "green" way.
I'm not a fan of the Birds. It doesn't add to a healthy society. I would much rather see people riding bikes or walking. Also, I don't want them on the side walks and it seems like putting them in bike lanes
creates an unsafe situation. Do we really need them?

I can't say I've actually seen anyone riding one but the fact they are allowed to just lay them down on the ground creates a bad impression for the community. At first glance they look like discarded trash
when just laying on the ground. I would recommend that the companies be required to install bike racks that lock like most bike rental programs.
I believe electric skateboards should be allowed with appropriate safety measures in place. I am opposed to skateboards left on sidewalks or other undesignated places. I think there should be
“skateboard racks” just like bicycles have. I am concerned with winter coming up and darkness earlier in the evening, having these boards left all over the place is a danger, especially for the blind, those
using wheelchairs, the elderly, and those using strollers.
I'm a resident and am on the staff at MSU. I initially found this to be a very progressive means of getting alternative means for transportation to our community. Since then I found that this also
contributes to more traffic on sidewalk. Their our some ordinances, policies and guidelines for bikes on campus, and I believe similar for East Lansing. Give the speed of these units and the frequency, I
agree that it would be a good idea to set some policies around where these will be allowed.
Complaint: They should not be allowed on sidewalks; they should only be allowed on bike paths
I am not a resident of East Lansing however, I utilize the CVS pharmacy that is on MAC Ave. And this past week, I was down there picking up my prescription and because of the construction, I came in
from the north side through the side streets. During my trip through this neighborhood I encountered several groups of people on these scooter who were riding in a very dangerous manner. One group
of four was hugging the side of the street near parked cars and weaving out into the street without looking, I did sound my horn as I passed to alert them of my presence but I am worried the riders of
these scooters do not understand laws and rules while driving on the road and that basic safety precautions are not being utilized and I am concerned that this could lead to an accident, especially when
the riders of scooters are being reckless around cars.
These need to be removed from all streets and sidewalks. They are far too dangerous
I've a suggestion for the city code dealing with electric scooters.It's not about scooter parking, which I believe the city thankfully isaddressing.
As the electric scooters are very quiet -- and much quicker thanpedestrians -- I suggest that the scooters be equipped with mandatorybells or horns to alert people in their paths. Doing this now,
beforewaiting for a statistical assessment, would help keep ours a walkablecommunity. At least the scooters I've seen have a front and rearlights, assumedly for their safety.
Twice in a month's time, I could have been injured by scooter driverswhose paths were far too close for sidewalk comfort.
The first incident was when I was downtown and about to cross GrandRiver. A scooter zipped perpendicularly behind me about 2 feet away.What if I had changed pace or stopped before the curb's edge?
Thesecond time occurred today while walking west on Michigan Ave. Thanksto cracks and worse in the sidewalk, I heard the driver behind me justin time to move out his way. He was about 18-24" away
from me. Butwhat if I hadn't heard him coming? What if I had inadvertently shiftedslightly to the left? Could my hearing and attention have beencompromised by listening something on earphones? What
if my reactiontime weren't fast enough? Could he have been able to stop short orswerve off the curb, spilling into the bike lane (there wasn't agrassy parkway)? Admittedly these are worse-case
scenarios, but toorealistic to me.
Now the burden of safety seems to be on the pedestrian, amove-it-or-lose-it accident in the making. It's troublesome enough toshare sidewalks with bikes in and outside of downtown, with andwithout
bike lanes. But at least most of bikes have bells or horns, ortheir riders shout out a warning. Even skateboarders can jump off.
If you are not the correct person to address my concerns, please tellme who I should contact.
These need to be removed from sidewalks. They are laying all over and it will hurt a visually imparied person. Sent a picture to Eilis
Hi, I'd just like to express my concerns about the bird and lime scooters. I find they're a hazard when left in the middle of the sidewalk. Even when they're put to the side they often fall down and block
access to the sidewalk. It hinders the intended use of the sidewalk. I'm concerned about those with vision or mobility impairment. Lastly, I've seen them fall down on the street. I've read a news article
about "bird boxes," but I think if there is a for-profit company using the space, they should pay to rent out the land. Also, there needs to be some kind of barrier to avoid having them falling onto the street
(which I've seen happen and it is pretty dangerous). Thanks for reading!
The scooters are a horrible idea. Who will the lawsuit be on when someone is injured, or worse killed. I have seen people already trip and nearly fall into traffic. If they are allowed by the city without
proper regulations, people will get injured and it will be on the city. Bicycles and skateboards are not allowed on sidewalks for safety reasons. You can not allow these scooters into traffic with
automobiles, and they are not safe on the sidewalks. Don't let this become the next big product safety issue. Stop the scooters now.
In regards to the scooters. I think its a brilliant idea poorly executed. There should be hubs throughout the area where they can be dropped. Further if the city has to pick them up they should be able to
charge a surcharge tot he companies for redemption of their scooters. A civil fine of sorts for pollution.
Regarding the Lime and Bird scooters, please talk to whoever puts them out in the morning, they constantly keep putting them right in front of the cata stops and its becoming a hazard. Especially at the
smaller stops where its just a single cement slab.

In response to today's LSJ article on the Bird and Lime scooters...... A few weeks ago on game day, my husband and I were buzzed from behind on the very busy Grand River avenue sidewalk by an
unannounced scooter rider. If either of us had veered even slightly to the left, the scooter would have collided with us, injuring either us or the rider's un-helmeted noggin. A few blocks before that, we
had to step around a scooter that was laying on it's side completely blocking a sidewalk. Yesterday, I saw an un-helmeted male and female riding together on a scooter down a busy Harrison avenue
sidewalk. These are only a few examples of dangerous behaviors committed by scooter riders around MSU's campus. The students I've seen brazenly violate common sense safety rules and laws and are
seemingly unafraid of being ticketed or causing serious injury to themselves or others. You heard it here first. Someone is going to get seriously injured or killed by these reckless scooter riders unless the
police send a strong message to them with a concentrated enforcement program similar to the ticket or click it thing.
I am not a resident of East Lansing however, I utilize the CVS pharmacy that is on MAC Ave. And this past week, I was down there picking up my prescription and because of the construction, I came in
from the north side through the side streets. During my trip through this neighborhood I encountered several groups of people on these scooter who were riding in a very dangerous manner. One group
of four was hugging the side of the street near parked cars and weaving out into the street without looking, I did sound my horn as I passed to alert them of my presence but I am worried the riders of
these scooters do not understand laws and rules while driving on the road and that basic safety precautions are not being utilized and I am concerned that this could lead to an accident, especially when
the riders of scooters are being reckless around cars.
I cannot get to parking meters or drop my daughter off on campus because these are all parked illegally. I have never used these.
Absolutely hate the scooters! They make the sidewalks less safe for pedestrians and cyclists, skateboarders, people in wheelchairs or others with limited mobility. I don't pay taxes that pay for the
municipal sidewalks so they can be littered with scooters by inconsiderate students who don't pay taxes!!!
There were four birds parked in a row in the handicap entrance to Hannah on Burcham/Abbot. I watched a mother with a large stroller struggle. If I had not just had surgery, I would have moved them.
They need rules on where to drive and park.
These scooters are crazy. We need to let the riders know where to park, where to ride, and how fast to go. They are dangerous to pedestrians.
We need more enforcement, it is unsafe, it looks bad to have these scooters piled up, require the businesses to show riders wearing helmet before use. There is no precendent.
I have almost hit 3-4 riders in the last two weeks. They are a MENACE to drivers. We need regulation.
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Agenda item 12 is to come up with a schedule to invite guests to specific meetings in order to discuss
issues, as for example:
a. MDOT,
b. CATA,
c. ELPD, for example, should be invited once a year; pick a month when these should
happen.
d. Traffic safety should be reviewed annually as well (could be done under c).
e. We should review the non-motorized transportation plan annually to see how we are
doing and if any changes should be recommended.
f. Meet with other transportation commissions in the area.

