ARTS COMMISSION
Engaging Community Through Authentic Artistic Experiences

MEMBERS
Sarah G. Triplett, Chair
Meegan Holland, Vice Chair
Lisa Biering
Matt Borghi-Weil
Jessica Gregg
Tedda Hughes
Karen Jennings
Radhika Sen
VACANT

AGENDA
May 16, 2019
5:30 PM
54B District Court, Courtroom 1, 101 Linden Street
1)

Opening
A) Roll Call
B) Approval of Agenda for May 16, 2019
C) Approval of Minutes for March 21, 2019

5:30 PM

2)

Communications
A) Written Communication
B) Communications from the Audience
C) Communications from Commissioners
i. Chairperson
ii. Commissioners
iii. East Lansing Art Festival Liaison
D) Other Communications
i. City Council Liaison
ii. Staff Report

5:35 PM

3)

Committee Reports

6:05 PM

4)

Business Items
A) Ordinance 1339 Applications
i. The Hub
ii. Kodiak Lanarc, LLC
B) Community Created Mural by Doug Delind at
the East Lansing Art Festival
C) Kindness Rocks Project at East Lansing Farmers Market
D) Other

6:10 PM

5)

Discussion Items
A) Greetings Tour Mural
B) Disruption for Dignity Mural Project
C) Arts Programming Partnerships
D) Cultural Arts Plan RFP Update
E) Signage for Ordinance 1339 Projects
F) Public Art Fund Sub-categories
G) Other

6:30 PM

6)

Adjourn

7:00 PM

City Council Liaison
Councilmember Aaron Stephens

Staff Liaison
Wendy Wilmers Longpre
(517) 319-6940
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Minutes
March 21, 2019
5:30 PM
54B District Court, Courtroom 1, 101 Linden Street
Present: Chairperson Sarah G. Triplett, Vice-Chairperson Meegan Holland,
Commissioners, Jessica Gregg, Tedda Hughes, Karen Jennings and Lisa Biering
Others: Councilmember Aaron Stephens and Staffmember Wendy Wilmers-Longpre
Absent: Commissioner Matt Borghi-Weil and Radhika Sen
1)
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Opening
A) Roll Call
Chair Triplett called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.
B) Approval of Agenda for March 21, 2019
Moved by Commissioner Holland, seconded by Commissioner Jennings, to
approve the agenda as presented.
YAYS:
Six
NAYS:
None
C) Approval of Minutes for February 21, 2019
Moved by Commissioner Holland, seconded by Commissioner Jennings, to
approve the agenda as presented.
YAYS:
Six
NAYS:
None

2)

Communication from the Audience
None

3)

Written Communications
There were no written communications.

4)

Reports
A) Chairperson
Chair Triplett reported that she met with Peter Dewan, staff from the City of
East Lansing, and a representative from MSU Department of Art, Art
History and Design to discuss the installation of a mural during the Art
Festival. MSU presented a proposal “The Groovy Opportunity” for a mural
to be painted during the Festival. The mural will be funded by the DDA and

Arts Commission Meeting Minutes
March 21, 2019
Page 2 of 4

MSU. A design will be presented to a sub-group including a representative from
the Art Selection Panel.
Commissioner Hughes shared that she had a discussion with Planning Staff about
partnering with the DDA to identify downtown property owners who might be
interested in having a mural installed on their property. She will be forwarding a
draft letter to staff for distribution to the Commissioners for their review.
Chair Triplett stated the DDA has all kinds of great ideas but no staff person to
implement them. She had suggested that they look at Springboard for the Arts as a
model for how artists can be tapped as resources in a community.
B) Council Liaison
Council Liaison Stephens reported that the City is going into the budget process
and suggested that it would be helpful to have additional support from the
Commission for the increase in Cultural Arts Grant dollars.
C) East Lansing Arts Festival Liaison
Commissioner Holland updated the Commission on the status of the fundraising
for the 2019 Art Festival. The Festival appears to be considerably behind on the
fundraising for this year. She has asked for information about the status of the Art
Festival fund and for information about the relationship between the Art Festival
Board and the Art Festival Foundation but hasn’t gotten it yet. Commissioner
Holland stated that she was beginning to wonder if it was fiscally responsible to
even hold the 2019 Festival at this time.
D) Staff Report
i. FY2020 Budget Update
The FY2020 Budget review and approval schedule was shared with the
Art Commission, as well as the draft 2020 Cultural Art Fund budget that
as included in the preliminary Budget. At this time, the preliminary
Budget reflects no increase in allocation to Cultural Arts Grants. Council
Liaison Stephens indicated that it would be helpful to have Commission
support for an increase with City Council.
ii. Update on Lemon Grass Sculpture
Staff had received an email from Dane Porter stating that he is making
progress and has visited with the Building and Code Department regarding
the installation requirements for the sculpture.
iii. Art Selection Process
The Art Selection Process memorandum from the meeting packet was
reviewed. Since the Commission has adopted Public Art Guidelines that
outline a process for selecting public art, that process needs to be
followed, unless specific justification is given for why aspects of the
process are going to waived.
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5)

Committee Reports
A) Cultural Arts Planning
i. Consultant Services Request for Proposals
A tentative schedule for developing a Cultural Arts Plan was reviewed.
Commissioners offered support for moving forward as outline.

6)

Business Items
A) Ordinance 1339 Applications
There were no applications to review
B) Other
There were no other business items.

7)

Discussion Items
A) Art Festival Collaborations
i. Delind Proposal
Doug Delind was present to discuss a proposal with the Arts Commission.
He is proposing to fabricate a clay mural during the Art Festival with
assistance from the general public. The finished mural would be
approximately 5’ x 8’ at approximately $75-100 per square foot. He is
asking the Commission to fund the work, which would become a City of
East Lansing piece and be installed in a public place.
Commissioners supported this idea and thought this was an example of
how artists can bring ideas for potential projects to the Commission for
consideration of funding from the Public Art Fund. Staff was asked to
contact the Art Festival Director to be sure there is a location on the
Festival site where this project could be created and to identify a location
for the finished piece, for final approval by the Commission during the
April meeting.
ii. MSU Student Mural
Commissioners discussed the MSU/DDA mural proposal. Since the mural
will be painted on a City structure, the Art Selection process would
typically involve a review by the Art Selection Panel with a
recommendation being forwarded to the Arts Commission for approval.
However, the Art Festival is on May 18-19 so there is not adequate time
for this process. The Arts Commission agreed to waive the requirement for
their approval, and authorized the Art Selection Panel to review and
approve the mural design. Staff will coordinate the mural design review
and approval with the Art Selection Panel, DDA, MSU representatives and
other stakeholders.
iii. People’s Choice Award
The DDA has approved funds again this year to match those the
Commission identified for the People’s Choice purchase award during the
2019 Art Festival. The purchase award will be up to $2,500, and will be
chosen through a community voting process.
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B) Mural Projects
i. Greetings Tour Mural
Commissioners discussed potential locations for the Greetings Tour Mural
and how the Public Art Guidelines can be followed for this project. Staff
indicated that if the Arts Commission agrees that this is an appropriate
project to undertake at this time, then the Art Selection Panel can be
involved in reviewing and approving the specific artwork design of the
letters. Regarding the potential location for the mural, the north wall of the
Hannah Community Center causes some concern and it is suggested that
additional discussions need to take place with the neighbors to the north of
the Community Center. Commissioners indicated that they wanted to
continue to evaluate Hannah as an option for the mural location and asked
staff to contact the neighbors for input.
ii. Disruption for Dignity Mural Proposal
Commissioners discussed the process for moving forward on the
Disruption for Dignity Mural project.
Chairperson Triplett asked to have the record reflect that comments
presented in the communication from Commissioner Hughes implied that
she had been inappropriately appointed to the Commission based on her
connection to the Mayor at the time. Chair Triplett stated that she has a
good deal of personal and professional expertise that contribute to her
selection as an Arts Commissioner and she was not appointed by the
Mayor.
C) Other
Commission Hughes asked if Public Art Funds can be allocated to pay for
conference fees. Staff was unsure but will find out. If it is an allowed expense,
funds will need to be identified in the budget for that purpose.
Commissioner Hughes suggested that the Commission invite the Broad
Communications outreach coordinator to a future meeting to discuss working
jointly on projects
8)

Adjourn
Commission Jennings moved, Commissioner Holland seconded to adjourn the
meeting.
YEAS:
NAYS:

All
None

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm
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Written Communications
May 16, 2019 Meeting

A) From: April 16, 2019 Meeting Packet
RE: Meeting Etiquette & Parliamentary Procedures Training letter from Mayor
Meadows
RE: Boards and Commissions Handbook
RE: Arts Programming Partnerships, Details on Community Discussion “Face to
Face”, Audrey Marutsz’s Black Girl Magik Show, Limited Call for RFQ’s
for Murals, Hannah Center Location for Greetings Tour Mural, and
Addendum Clarification from Commissioner
Bold building made a splash for MSU’s Broad Art Museum, but exhibits
didn’t. What’s next?
From: Lansing State Journal, May 9, 2019

B) RE:

Bold building made a splash for MSU's Broad Art
Museum, but exhibits didn't. What's next?
Ken Glickman, For the Lansing State Journal

Published 12:53 p.m. ET May 9, 2019 | Updated 4:00 p.m. ET May 9, 2019

EAST LANSING – Since its opening gala some six years ago, things have not gone as expected for The Eli and
Edythe Broad Art Museum.
Inaugural director Michael Rush died of cancer in 2015. Successor Marc-Olivier Wahler resigned in December
after just 2.5 years. And turnover has been high among professional staff.
Now the question is what’s ahead for the once highly anticipated museum. The $43 million, 46,000-square-foot
building holds a prominent spot on the Michigan State University Campus, facing Grand River Avenue and
downtown East Lansing.

Buy Photo
The Eli and Edythe Broad Art
Museum photographed on
Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017, on the
Michigan State Campus in East
Lansing. (Photo: Nick King/Lansing
State Journal)

Back in 2012, mid-Michigan was almost giddy over the Broad Museum’s grand opening. Billionaire contemporary
art devotee and MSU alumnus Eli Broad and his wife Edythe had donated $28 million toward the building and
purchase of contemporary art.
The international art world had noticed.

Buy Photo

Attendees make different crafts during Family Day on Saturday, July 2, 2016 at the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum at Michigan State in East Lansing. (Photo: Julia Nagy,
Julia Nagy/Lansing State Journal)
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The bold, angular building, clad in stainless steel, was designed by architect and Pritzker Prize-winner Zaha Hadid. She died in 2016, but the building has
made a lasting impact on the campus and in the community.
While some felt that the style did not fit with the traditional red-brick of MSU’s north campus, others were inspired by its audacity.
“The building is a triumph,” Graham Beal, retired executive director of the Detroit Institute of Arts, said in 2016. “I like it the more I see it. I love that MSU
put it where they did.”

Broad Art Museum hasn't met visitor expectations
The museum’s progress has seen plenty of fits and starts.
The Anderson Economic Group did a study before the Broad Museum opened, which predicted it would bring 125,000 to 150,000 visitors per year and
inject $5.75 million into the local economy.
Little of that has materialized.
The most excitement the museum generated? That was in 2015, when producers of the movie “Batman v. Superman: Dawn of Justice,” used it to shoot
scenes of a party at the home of villain Lex Luther. Dozens of local “extras” were invited to play party guests, bumping shoulders with stars Ben Affleck,
Jesse Eisenberg and others.

Rolls Royces and other luxury automobiles are parked on set of Batman vs. Superman at the Broad Art Museum in East Lansing early Thursday evening, Oct. 16, 2014, as
workers set up a red carpet scene. Lansing State Journal file photo (Photo: MATTHEW DAE SMITH | for the Lans, MATTHEW DAE SMITH | for the Lans)

When Wahler arrived in 2016, hopes were high once again.
Allan Ross, a member of the Broad’s advisory board, called the new director “a rock star.”
“He’s the top guy on the planet,” Ross said. “We won the lottery.”
It quickly became apparent that Wahler respected the building, but also harbored concerns.
“Art can be swallowed up by this building,” he told the Lansing State Journal in an interview when he was hired. “The building is a bit scary, but also
striking and outstanding.”
After resigning, he told web-based magazine Artnet News that the Broad’s structure “looks like a shark ready to eat you up.”
Wahler said that he left the museum because his wife faced medical issues. The couple moved to Paris, where he recently announced that he will head
The Paris
Artsarticle
Lab, scheduled
open
2021.
1 free
left. Onlyto
99¢
perinmonth.

Area arts community expresses concerns
Roy Saper, owner of Saper Galleries in East Lansing, was enthusiastic when the Broad first opened, but by the time Wahler was hired four years later, he
was concerned.
“The exhibitions have been of a narrow focus with little appeal and interest for connection to the broader community,” Saper said.
Hari Kern, another member of the museum’s Advisory Board, said Wahler’s departure put the board back to square one. Still, she’s hopeful for change.
“We want to go places that we haven’t been before,” she said. “We need more community involvement and more attendance.”
In 2013, attendance was 98,151. In 2018, it was 63,257 – about half the hoped for 125,000.
Allan Ross, who now chairs the Advisory Board, agrees that attendance has been disappointing.
“We didn’t penetrate the region the way we wanted,” Ross said in a recent interview. “Marc-Olivier didn’t bring
attendance in and that’s a concern to me.”
The museum’s focus on contemporary art may be part of the issue.

Buy Photo
Miles Jakob, 7, of Holt points a a
piece of fruit he created from clay
and added to the community 'Tree
of Imagined Fruit,' Wednesday,
April 13, 2016, during the Night at
the Museums MSU Science
Festival event at the Eli and
Edythe Broad Art Museum. The
Alan and Rebecca Ross
Education Wing of the museum
was turned into a conservatory
housing a grove of hybridized
trees bearing different types of
fruit, and featured several
interactive learning events for
attendees. (Photo: MATTHEW DAE
SMITH | For the Lansing State
Journal)

“Contemporary art has had a mixed reception here,” acknowledged Dr. Christopher Abood, another Advisory
Board member.
Wahler was known as “a champion of contemporary and emerging art,” Ross said.
“Now we want to explore more traditional blue-chip shows along with contemporary art,” he said. “Marc-Olivier
was successful at executing new shows, we learned a lot from him – but we need to bring the same audience
back again.”
When the Broad opened, the 8,000 works from the permanent collection of MSU’s Kresge Art Museum went into
storage.
Wahler had pledged that one of his projects would be to display some of that art, but that did not happen
significantly.
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The geometrics and lighting details inside the Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum on the East Lansing campus Thursday Nov. 1, 2012. (Photo: Rod Sanford | Lansing State
Journal)

Broad board
KernOnly
noted
that
some
feel the Kresge collection went “underground – literally. “They feel the art was pushed out. The board is
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united that the collection should be seen.”

Ross is excited for the future as the board works with MSU’s provost to design the search for a new director.
“The board wants to be more important to the region – we want (the Broad Museum) to be involved in teaching, scholarship, research, outreach and
engagement, as well as partnering with other institutions.”
Kern shares his hopes. “The Broad has great potential.”
For his part, Beal, the former DIA leader, would use the Broad’s unique building as a measuring stick for its success.
“We will know when the Broad is a successful museum when people don’t come to see the building, but rather the art inside,” he said.
MORE:
MSU's Broad Art Museum opened 5 years ago to high hopes. It's met only some of them. (/story/entertainment/2017/11/09/broad-art-museum-michiganstate/790225001/)
New venue? Downtown performing arts center discussed for Lansing (/story/news/local/2018/12/17/new-performing-arts-center-lansingmichigan/2315386002/)
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The Eli and Edythe Broad Art Museum photographed on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2017, on the Michigan State Campus in East Lansing. (Photo: Nick King/Lansing State Journal)

Visitors at the Broad Art Museum
The museum opened in November 2012 and had its highest attendance in 2013, its first full year.
2012: 22,820
2013: 98,151
2014: 61,609
2015: 64,833
2016: 65,755
2017: 59,553
2018: 63,257
1 free article left. Only 99¢ per month.
Art Lab, a Broad affiliate across the street from the main museum, opened in May 2018 and had 6,783 visitors for the year.

Source: Broad Art Museum

Read or Share this story: https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2019/05/09/michigan-states-broad-art-museum-hasnt-won-art-fanswhats-next/1151496001/
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MEMORANDUM
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410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

TO:

Arts Commission

FROM:

Wendy Wilmers Longpre, Assistant Director

DATE:

May 12, 2019

SUBJECT:

May 16, 2019 Staff Report

Staff has the following items to report:

(517) 319-6809
www.cityofeastlansing.com

1. The Art Selection Panel met on Tuesday, May 14, at 4:00 PM, to review the
preliminary design for the MSU/DDA mural that will be painted on the
Division Street Garage during the Art Festival. A copy of the mural design
and project proposal is attached. Be sure to stop by the Art Festival on May
18 or 19 to view the mural being installed and to participate in the
Community Created mural being facilitated by Doug DeLind.
2. The Sincalar-Glassman quintet executed their public jazz performance in
Valley Court Park on Friday, May 10. This is the final component of their
Coming Home Tour.
3. Dane Porter reports that fabrication of Lemon Grass is progressing well and
he anticipates installation sometime in June.
4. At the Tuesday, May 7, City Council meeting, the allocation to the Cultural
Arts Grants was increased from $10,500 to $17,500. The final Public Art
Fund budget will be provided to you in June after City Council adopts the
FY2020 Budget.
5. Attached is the Meeting Attendance Chart for the Commission.

Attachments (2)

The Groovy Opportunity:
A Collaborative Project with the City of East
Lansing.

by Trent, Emily, Andrew, Hector, Peter, Richard, Kiel, and Benjamin

In an effort to take part in and extend East Lansing’s place-making goals and to
contribute to a lively and vibrant art community, we have designed this mural to prominently
portray aspects of our individual artistic voices, to create a dynamic visual presence. We seek a
visual unity in our collective composition, in our teamwork, and beyond that an image of unity for
the community of MSU and East Lansing. We feel that difference and variety is what
strengthens a community and allows us to gain new perspectives and understanding of the
world. Each artist on the team contributed elements that align with their studio practice, while
simultaneously contributing to the major goals for the mural. Through our collective design, we
seek to reflect the exciting transformation, growth, positivity and energy within the city of East
Lansing, and create a vibrant art community.
In 2017 the Department of Art, Art History and Design partnered with the City of East
Lansing on their Place-making Artist Alley Project for downtown East Lansing. This resulted in a
mural in the Grove Street Alley painted by students from a newly created study away class titled
Public Art: Understanding and Practice. The mural project we are proposing today extends and
builds on this partnership, with the hope of providing future art students an opportunity (a groovy
opportunity) to bring their artistic vision to a wider public. Works of Public Art change the way
that our communal spaces look and feel. They can transformation of our sense of place, of what
it means to live in this place, now.
This program is meant to bring contemporary art and artists to public spaces in an effort
to enhance, and celebrate arts role in civil discourse. It is also an opportunity to connect young
artists with working professionals. Our inaugural visiting artist is Trent Call. From an Interview
with TodayinArt.com. Trent Says “I believe in process, spontaneity, and action. My style and
interests are varied, as are the mediums I use. The medium foresees the style. The interest
suggests the medium. My work combines formal academic painting and drawing with a strong
interest in graffiti, comics, graphics, and pattern.” Trent has been invited to host a workshop on
mural painting as a way to not only share practical advice on an entrepreneurship, but also
generating large scale works of art. Trent, along with our team will share in the evolving
aesthetic of East Lansing.
The theme for our design is rooted in optimism and the mantra “Life is a Groovy
Opportunity.” Each member collected, invented, and reinterpreted ideas and visual materials,
which we brought together in multiple meetings for compilation. Since this partnership with the
City of East Lansing is multiyear, we approached this design as a possible introduction, an open
format that can be extended and added to. However, we do not anticipate these murals be
required to follow a linear narrative which reflects the elements of our design, we think of this

work as an ongoing dialogue between MSU AAHD Graduate students, contemporary muralists
and the wider community. A dialogue that develops over time. Therefore, our intent is for each
passing viewer to explore the world we have constructed during their encounter with this space.
We’ve incorporated an array of symbols to speak to the overarching themes within the
composition, including housing and commercial structures, elements from nature, animals and
characters, as well as ambiguous pattern and form to play with and disrupt a conventional
understanding of space. With an abundance of new housing and commercial developments
located throughout the city, growth is extremely visible within the landscape of East Lansing. In
juxtaposing the contrasting architecture within our design, we reference the blending of
suburban and commercial structures throughout the East Lansing. The structures were
rendered to convey a sense of energy and upward movement, just like those currently being
developed in the city.
Along the lower portion of architectural imagery are tubes leading to new pathways. This
navigation web leads us toward possible futures, before receding into a spiraling horizon on its
journey up the wall. We envision the spiral as representing simultaneously the city, and the
larger universe: the fragmentation of planes become singular units, but together become a
collective landscape.
Growth is also depicted in the various representations of nature throughout the design. A
white pine, our state tree, sits in a central area of the design. The needles of the white pine tree
provide nutrition to many animals in the state of Michigan including hares and white-tailed deer.
There is a central figure that is depicted watering the surrounding flowers with a garden hose,
showing how individuals are active participants in the process of growth and nurturing the
environment of East Lansing. The flowers, tree, animals and characters are distributed within
the space to signify the continued potential for growth, life and vibrancy as the city transforms
and evolves. Pattern and optical illusions invites the viewer into the space. Scale, color, and
perspective are key components in directing the eye and inviting the viewer to take an
imaginative journey. We took a playful approach to reverse and blend concepts of gravity or
realism.
Transformation is a prominent visual theme of the composition. We used repetition and
alteration of elements within the design to show how things can shift and change through time,
much like individuals and communities as a whole. For example, we utilized the square pattern
in various ways throughout the design: from flat pattern on the left, to windows of the large
building, dimensional blocks representing the sun, and then transforming into a spatial element
alluding to the farms and agriculture of East Lansing.

Timeline and Maintenance
The mural proposed will be painted directly on the concrete block wall. The surface will be
power washed and the first layer of paint will be a paint primer mix. All paint will be Behr Exterior
Latex and will be and sealed with a protective coating after painting to ensure a long life for the
mural. There is no noted maintenance necessary for the life of the mural. We will begin painting
Monday May 13th and will proceed until complete. We expect to have a majority of the work
completed by the 18th and 19th for the East Lansing Arts Festival and will finish up the week after.
With a few extra volunteers, we have a team of ten people, which is a large team for a project of
this scope and as a result we will be working in shifts. This schedule has been worked up as a
day by day plan so that we can have an efficient and productive workflow.
BIOS
Emily Somoskey, MFA student
I’m currently in my second year as a graduate
student within the department of art, art history and
design. Before attending MSU, I received a BA in
art education with a minor in painting from the
University of Akron in 2013, and taught for 3 years
as an art teacher at the elementary and middle
school levels. I decided to pursue an MFA because
I wanted to devote my time and energy to
developing my artistic practice, while also
expanding my experience as an educator through
teaching undergraduate students. I enjoy sharing
my passion for making and helping others to think
critically and creatively through the arts. As a
graduate student, my creative research explores
the role of material culture, advertising and psychology of identity in connection to home
organization and design while branching into many different mediums including paint, collage,
installation, and mixed media. I think creative experimentation and exploration is important in

helping us understand the world in which we live, and sharing these art experiences promotes a
greater sense of connection, empathy, and openness within society.

Hector Acuna, MFA student
Hector Acuna is a current graduate
student at Michigan State University
pursuing his candidacy towards a Master
of Fine Arts degree. Originally from
southeast Wisconsin, Hector studied at
the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point
and received a Bachelor of Fine Arts with
a two-dimensional emphasis. Through a
variety of media Hector explores notions
of Chicano identity, paternal
incarceration, and traditions of his
Midwest-United States upbringing. Trained as
a representational painter, Hector has chosen
to explore possibilities in overlapping image,
object, and performance in recent work. To
learn more about the artist’s practice visit
acunaarts.com.

Andrew Somoskey, Maker
Andrew Somoskey is a visual artist from
Mantua Ohio, who recently earning his MFA from MSU, and in 2011, a BFA in painting &
drawing and an art history minor from The University of Akron. His work and recent installation
Relative Fictions incorporates the activity of encoding and decoding information that is central to
our contemporary existence and his artistic practice. While the systems referenced within his
process center around textual and symbolic language, they also refer to the history of
abstraction and the disruptions, complexities, and migrations of meaning that occur when
languages and systems interface. Specific texts, graphs, and symbols are used in conjunction

with personal notational systems including the idiosyncratic strategies he developed to mitigate
his dyslexia and dysgraphia.

“My ever-growing vocabulary of
forms and open process often
results in immersive installations
that blur the line between process
and product. Speculation that the
installation can be endlessly
rearranged challenges the idea of a
singular representation.
Acknowledging my complicity in this
constant process of encoding and decoding, I question the fixedness of language, while
simultaneously making more visible the role language and similar structures have in shaping
our conception of the world.”
Benjamin Duke, Associate Prof
“How much monster, Duke’s Paintings ask us, are
we willing to feel in ourselves, to accept, to affirm?
What are the limits to which our egos restrict us, and
what attractions and sensations liberate us from the
cage of self? What aspirations and endeavors, Ben
Duke’s paintings keep asking, lead beyond all
compromises and reveal to us, finally what a body
can think and do and feel.”
This from Brian Kubarycz’s introductory essay
to the catalogue entitled: Benjamin Duke 2001-2010:
Ten years of Work with essays by Brian Kubarycz, and Su YuAnn, published by Garden City
Publishing. Benjamin Duke received his Master of Fine Arts at the Maryland Institute College of
Art, Hoffberger School of Painting in 2006. He has been teaching painting and drawing at
Michigan State University since 2006 and has had numerous Solo, and Group shows at the
national and international level including Solo exhibitions at Ann Nathan Gallery in Chicago,

Cressman Center Gallery at the University of Louisville, the Delaware Center for Contemporary
Art, and group exhibitions at The Kuandu Museum of Fine Art in Taipei and Da Xiang Art Space
in Taichung City, Taiwan. Duke was the Inaugural Artist for The Artist in Residence Program for
Louisville Metro Hall, Louisville KY and has also been awarded international residencies at
Bamboo Curtain Studios, The Kuandu Museum of Fine Art at Taipei National University of the
Arts, and the Vermont Studio Center.
Trent Call, Professional Artist
Born and raised in Salt Lake City, Utah.
Trent graduated from the University of
Utah in 2004 with a BFA. He is actively
involved in a diversity of ongoing
projects. Trent’s work combines formal
academic painting, comics, graffiti, and
popular culture. He currently works out of
CAPTAIN CAPTAIN Studios in beautiful
downtown Salt Lake City.

Kiel Darling
Kiel Darling flourished in the interdisciplinary curriculum at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago where he earned his BFA with an Emphasis in Painting and Drawing. He wanted to
continue his art education with the same amount of freedom to explore various mediums which
informed his decision to attend Michigan State University. As a grad student in the painting
department, Darling experimented with repurposed materials to create interactive situations that
aimed to create dialogue about alternative socio cultural paradigms. Since graduating from
MSU, he has worked at nonprofit organizations focused on increasing food security and selfsufficiency for underserved populations. These experiences inspired Darling to engage in public
art. He completed a mural for the Lansing Bike Co-op that celebrates the space as an inclusive

community hub for skill building, resources, self-sufficiency and companionship. Darling is
excited to contribute to his community through his enthusiasm for making art.

Peter Shutt, BFA
My name is Peter Shutt and I just graduated with a
Bachelors of Fine Art at Michigan State University in the
Studio Art program. My mediums of choice are mainly
Painting and Drawing, but I am extremely open other forms
of art, whether it be performance, conceptual or material.
My Art is informed by many conceptual ideas, but mainly, I
am consistently fascinated with relation between form and
space. In my Art, I analyze the theoretical construction of
objects, animals, and people to deconstruct them in ways I
can fully realize. With this understanding of underlying
structure, I am able to use my mind to manipulate these constructions by pushing and pulling
them in an imaginary space which can translate to either drawing, painting, sculpture, or any
medium I find fit. I am most excited when I come into contact with a medium that further closes
the gap between the experimental mind and material reproduction; where there are no
constraints between my mind and the medium, and art can be made freely and organically. With
this direct approach, I am free to explore many topics that interest me, in the most expressive
yet clearly visible way.

Richard Tanner, BFA

My story is about change. A dramatic change in which I
found happiness and a sense of purpose, realizing the potential
for growth that comes from such change.
After graduating high school, I began college with goals
to break the mold that was forged for me. My true passion was
in the arts, but my father was a carpenter, as was my
grandfather.
While in my first week of college, I received news that
my soon-to-be wife had become pregnant. I had to make a
decision; either continue with school or work for my father.
Making money seemed the better choice. When my father
retired in 2001, I took over the business. Things were great, but then the market crashed in 2008
and I was out of work. This caused financial strife with my family. I eventually found work as a
subcontractor, but the blows from the economy had doused the once burning fire inside of me.
While working for a general contractor, I had a fall. An MRI showed me to have two
herniated disks and three bulging disks in
my lumbar. I had acquired Degenerative
Disk Disease. I was the sole provider for
my family, and this caused me to slip into a
deep depression. The wall that I had built
around myself was beginning to crumble
exposing the true, yet vulnerable inner me
that I had hidden from myself and others.
I was in physical therapy for six
months and started to regain some
strength. I also started drawing while in bed
rest. The passion for art came back to me
and was stronger than ever. This gave me
inspiration and hope, so I decided to go
back to school and finish what I started. I
began to build confidence, knowing that
this injury may be a blessing in disguise. Nothing has mattered to me except moving forward.

I cannot say it has been perfect. My wife had a hard time with it at first with mouths to feed
and bills to pay, yet somehow things work themselves out. Life goes on and we figure out how to
make things work when under pressure. A feeling of accomplishment is greater when under
pressure. We can welcome change and we can grow. These things are not just about me, but all
of us. Change has helped me to understand myself, and to teach my children to love whatever
they choose to do. Life is truly about the journey and not the destination. I am a stronger person
socially by radiating a positive energy to others around me. In the end, the most important thing I
have learned is to see myself the way I really am, and not just as a facade. I have finally brought
passion back to my life.
Since I have been back in school, I have been accepted in Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society,
I have had art accepted and displayed at Scene Metrospace, and will also have an etching on
display in the Anderson House of Representatives from October this year until October 2018. I
have been a finalist in the MSU Library Art Competition, and have had pieces on display in the
Kresge Galleries. This is just the beginning as I expect more recognition in the future. As MSU
Alumni and motivational speaker, Eric Thomas, states, “When you want to succeed as bad as
you want to breathe, then you will be successful”. Art is the air I breathe. Success will surely
follow.
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4/25/2019

CANCELED

Commissioner
Matt Borghi‐Weil
Erin Sedmak
Lisa Biering
Radhika Sen
Jessica Gregg
VACANT
Meegan Holland
Karen Jennings
Sarah G. Triplett
Tedda Hughes

ARTICLE 5: BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS Division One Sec. 2-243. Removal of members.
Unless otherwise provided by this Code or by law, members of boards and commissions established by this article shall serve at the will of the council. Nonattendance at three regularly
scheduled consecutive board or commission meetings or 90 days, whichever is longer, is hereby determined to constitute neglect of duty and shall automatically create a vacancy without
further action. Except in a circumstance of an automatic vacancy under this provision, any commission or board member removed by city council during their term may request a hearing
before city council and receive an explanation of the reason for their removal. A member may request the city council to grant a leave of absence, not to exceed 120 days from a board or
commission. Such leave may be granted upon the request of the commission and upon a majority vote of the city council prior to the commencement of the leave of absence.
5/10/2019
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City of East Lansing
PARKS, RECREATION
AND ARTS
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6809
www.cityofeastlansing.com

TO:

East Lansing Arts Commission

FROM:

Wendy Wilmers Longpre, Assistant Director

DATE:

May 13, 2019

SUBJECT:

The Hub Public Art Requirement Final Approval

On January 18, 2018 the Arts Commission reviewed the public art proposal from Core
Campus Lansing, LLC (Core Campus) for the development located on the northeast corner
of Bogue Street and East Grand River Avenue, known as The Hub. Under Sections 5038(6) of Ordinance 1339, Public Art Ordinance, Core Campus has an obligation to include
$25,000 worth of public art in The Hub project.
Core Campus proposed to fulfill the art requirement by installation of two (2) original
large-scale murals by Joe Miller on the exterior, south-east and south-west corners of The
Hub building (see attached Site Plan).
The Art Commission approved the proposal from The Hub pending proof of mural cost and
final approval by the Commission of the mural designs. Attached is information from Core
Campus related to the artist, the final mural locations and sizes, and schematic mural
designs. Information regarding mural costs has been requested and will be available for the
May 16, Art Commission meeting.
With Commission concurrence, the following motion is suggested:
Move that the Arts Commission has reviewed the Public Art Supplement form and
supporting information presented by Core Campus Lansing LLC for The Hub project on
the northeast corner of Bogue Street, to determine compliance with the requirements and
standards of Sec. 50-38(6) of the City Code and accepts it as meeting the public art
requirements for the project.

Attachments (2)
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Hub on Campus East Lansing
East Lansing Arts Commission
May 16, 2019
The Hub on Campus building at 918 East Grand River is excited to present our proposal
for the installation of public artwork on our building to be shared with the City of East
Lansing.
We plan to engage Joe Miller, a prolific Chicago-based painter and muralist to design
and paint two murals on the base of the building - one facing Bogue Street on the
southwest corner, and a second facing our neighbors in the East Village neighborhood
on the southeast corner. We believe that these two murals will be instrumental in
breaking up the building’s podium around the parking garage entrances and will provide
a fun “pop of color” to help animate the streetscape around the property.
About the Artist
Joe Miller received his MFA from the University of Chicago in 2008, where he worked
with Catherine Sullivan and Theaster Gates on a number of multi-media and public
projects. His own work consists primarily of large-scale mural projects in both domestic
and public venues throughout Chicagoland.
As 2010 artist-in-residence at Chicago’s High Concept Laboratories, Miller had a solo
show entitled Browntown, a multi-media series on the city working critically with the
same brown paint used to efface urban graffiti. During his residency he also
collaborated with J. Thomas Pallas and the students of East St, Louis’ Unity Elementary
on The UNITY Project, an ongoing series of paintings, videos, and multi-media
installations supporting the developmental and civic strategies of the school. Group
shows include “Heads on Poles” at Western Exhibitions (2011) and “Arte no es Fácil” at
Links Hall (2011).
Recent public works include “Philosophers,” a privately commissioned street project
depicting portraits of Freud and Nietzsche in Chicago’s Humboldt Park, as well as
murals and installations for Threadless, Akira, and Odd Obsession. Miller has also
created murals for Spy Bar and Market Rooftop Bar, and his commemorative and
interactive projects for the venue The Empty Bottle are ongoing.
In 2011, Miller art directed Apolo y Jacinto (Mozart’s Apollo and Hyacinth) at the Téatro
National in Panama City. His commercial forays into art direction also include set design
for Chicago’s Lollapalooza, North Coast and Wavefront music festivals, set and
costume design for Hood Internet, and album cover art for Art Department and Soul
Clap.
Miller is based in Panama, New York, and Chicago; as well, he is very involved in
holding workshops and speaking on public art practices. Miller also volunteers his time
to engage with urban youth throughout the Midwest on collaborative mural projects.

Joe Miller’s style is instantly recognizable (and instantly photogenic) for its creative use
of color, patterns, and abstract shapes to creative a vibrant and exciting streetscape
experience. Among his favorite subjects to portray are water and sky, two features
which will pay tribute the famed natural landscape of Michigan.
Hub on Campus Artwork Proposal
We have proposed two distinct murals at the base of the building. For the first, which
will be located wrapping around the southwest corner of the base of the building with
prime visibility from Bogue Street, will feature the iconic Michigan scene of water
meeting land. It will pay tribute to the natural beauty of the state while keeping it local
with the introduction of a Spartan keeping watch over Lake Michigan and the night sky.
This will stand out proudly and brightly against the brick, concrete, and metal on the
Hub facade and create strong visible interest for both pedestrians and drivers on Bogue
Street as well as residents of the residence halls on campus across Bogue Street from
the Hub. We believe that this mural has the potential to become an “instagram
moment” along the busy Bogue Street corridor.

We tasked Joe with taking a scene of the beauty of Michigan and translating it in to his
own style, including one of Joe’s signature features, a lighthouse. While the below
images show the artistic intent of the mural, it will be Joe’s style and application of color
that will really make this mural special.

For the second mural, to be located on the south facade of the building near the
southeast corner, we propose a more abstract piece, which will fit in well in its location
facing the neighborhood of apartment buildings south of the Hub. Simple geometry and
his signature use of color will help transform what is the least visible corner of the
building it to a thoughtful piece of urban-feeling street art.

While Joe intends to use a wide variety of color on this mural, we’ve asked him to
continue to pay homage to East Lansing and Michigan State University by emphasizing
the green and white that this town is so proud of. Placing a piece of public art in this
location will transform an alleyway between two buildings into something that feels
inviting, and makes a nod to the Hub’s neighbors instead of turning its back at them.
We believe that these two murals will contribute to the idea of making the Hub feel like a
part of the community and a part of the neighborhood, and it is our intention that they
will help give the feeling that the Hub has long been a part of the East Lansing
cityscape. We are very excited to finish up work on the facade of the building so that
Joe can get to work this summer creating these murals for the City. I encourage you to
take a look at Joe’s website (www.thejoemiller.com) to get a better feel for the diversity
and scale of his public mural work around the world.
Should you have any additional questions, comments, suggestions, or requests, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to me at (773) 969-5741 or markg@corespaces.com. As an
art lover myself, I am excited that East Lansing is working to incorporate more diverse
artwork in its new developments, and I am excited for these murals to become an
exciting, long-lasting part of the fabric of the neighborhood.
Thank you.

Mark Goehausen
Sr. Development Manager
Core Spaces
(773) 969-5741
markg@corespaces.com

Dan Rafferty
Associate Development Manager
Core Spaces
(773) 969-5378
danr@corespaces.com

PARKS, RECREATION AND ARTS
Quality Services for a Quality Community

MEMORANDUM
TO:

East Lansing Arts Commission

FROM:

Wendy Wilmers Longpre, Assistant Director

DATE:

May 13, 2019

SUBJECT:

Community Created Mural by Doug DeLind

City of East Lansing
PARKS, RECREATION
AND ARTS
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6809
www.cityofeastlansing.com

In March, the Arts Commission discussed a proposal from Doug DeLind to produce a
mural that would be created by the community during the East Lansing Art Festival and
donated to the City upon completion (see attached).
Commissioners offered support for the proposal provided that there was a location on
the Festival site where the fabrication could take place and that a location within a City
facility could be identified for the finished piece.
With support from the Art Festival staff and agreement from Mr. DeLind, it was
determined that mural fabrication could take place adjacent to the MSU-DDA mural site
on the north side of the Division Street garage, and a location for the finished piece was
identified in East Lansing City Hall, in the stairwell between the 1st and 2nd floor (see
attached photograph). Mr. Delind supports this location.
To ensure that the mural could be created during the Festival, staff has been moving
forward with implementation of the project, however formal approval by the
Commission would be appropriate. With Commission concurrence, the following
motion is suggested:
Move approval of the proposal from Doug DeLind to produce a community created
mural during the 2019 East Lansing Art Festival for donation to the City of East
Lansing and recommend up to $4,000 be identified in the Public Art Fund for the
project.

Attachments (2)
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Wendy Longpre - Re: DeLind/art fair project/Valley Court Installation
From:
To:
Date:
Subject:
Attachments:

Doug DeLind <dougdelind@gmail.com>
Wendy Longpre <wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com>
3/16/2019 8:58 PM
Re: DeLind/art fair project/Valley Court Installation
4. CATA terminal mural.JPG; IMG_0301.JPG; IMG_0172.JPG

Hi Wendy and City of East Lansing Fine Arts Committee Members,
Thank you for taking the time to consider my proposal for an art event to at the East Lansing Art
Festival.
Proposal
I have been an exhibitor at the East Lansing Art Festival since 1974 and I have always been
impressed by the knowledge, curiosity and enthusiasm for the fine arts demonstrated by the fair
attendees. This year I would like to include them in creating a piece of art that would be
permanently installed in the City of East Lansing. I have worked with groups before and often do
demonstrations of my forming techniques when exhibiting at art fairs and I am familiar with the
joys and challenges of working with a wide ranging public. I especially like introducing young
children to clay and often end up with assistants who are bored with walking and just want to make
something.
At he fair we will make a 5' by 8' mural and I will transport the competed clay sculpture/mural from
the fair to my studio where it will be glazed, fired and backed for hanging. The mural will be of a
figure and I will design the face. Each fair attendee who wants to participate in creating the mural
will decorate a tile that will be part of the robe/body of the person. I will supply all sorts of objects
and tools to press into and draw on the clay.
The cost of the completed installed mural will be approximately $100 per square foot if the piece is
Raku-fired and $75 per square foot if the mural is glazed with commercial glazes. The mural will
be for an interior space...Michigan winters are very unforgiving for clay. The size can be larger or
smaller and/or could be more than one piece.
Thank you again for your time and support for the arts. I look forward helping to create a group
"Totem" for the City of East Lansing.
yours truly,
doug DeLind
ps: I will be attending the meeting this Thursday and will bring examples of my work and answer
any questions you have. I am also including some pictures in case someone is unable to attend the
meeting and would like to see my work. The CATA mural and #0172 are Raku-fired and the
figures in 0301 are commercial glazed figures I made with the Mason 4th graders last year.
On Thu, Mar 7, 2019 at 8:23 AM doug DeLind <dougdelind@gmail.com> wrote:

file:///C:/Users/wlongpr/AppData/Local/Temp/XPgrpwise/5C8D635CCHALLCHALLPO...

3/18/2019

PUBLIC ART FUND
REVENUE

2/17/2019

FY17 Actual

FY18 Actual

FY19 Budget

FY19 YEE

FY19 Comments

FY 20 Request FY20 Comments

Public Art

Private Developer Contributions
Interest
Transfer from General Fund
Reappropriated Fund Balance

50,000
290
9,360
0

0
885
10,065
0

0
500
6,125
43,375

75,000 Development donations for art
875
6,125 1% contribution for art from General Fund
0

25,000 Development donations for art
1,000
6,075 1% contribution for art from General Fund
0

10,500
70,150

10,500
21,450

10,500
60,500

10,500 For Cultural Arts Grants
92,500

17,500 For Cultural Arts Grants
49,575

Art Planning and Administration

Transfer from General Fund
TOTAL
EXPENSE

FY17 Actual

FY18 Actual

FY19 Budget

FY19 YEE

FY19 Comments

FY19 Comments

Public Art

Operating Supplies

0

1,701

0

0
9,269
0

232
0
0

0
0
50,000

Contribution to People's Choice Award ($1,000);
5,000 DeLind Mural ($4,000)
0
76,700 Lemon Grass Sculpture ($50,000); Lemon Grass
Maquette ($200); Greetings mural ($26,500)

TOTAL

10,500
19,769

10,500
12,433

10,500
60,500

10,500 Cultural Arts Grants
92,200

REVENUE LESS EXPENSE

50,381

9,017

0

Sponsorships
Repairs and Maintenance
Capital Improvements

0

Signage for Ordinance 1339 projects ($1,000); dedication
11,500 supplies ($500); Consultant services ($10,000)
1,000 Contribution to People's Choice Award
50,000 Artworks

Art Planning and Administration

Art Commission Grants

PUBLIC ART FUND SUMMARY
FY16 EFB (2016 CAFR)
FY 17 Balance
FY17 EFB (2017 CAFR)
FY 18 Balance
FY18 EFB (2018 CAFR)
FY19 Estimated Revenue
FY19 Estimated Expense
FY 19 Estimated EFB
FY 20 Proposed Revenue
FY20 Proposed Expense
FY 20 Proposed EFB

29,157
50,381
79,538
9,017
88,555
92,500
(92,200)
88,855
49,575
(80,000)
58,430

300

17,500 Cultural Arts Grants
80,000
(30,425)
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City of East Lansing
PARKS, RECREATION
AND ARTS
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 319-6809
www.cityofeastlansing.com

TO:

East Lansing Arts Commission

FROM:

Wendy Wilmers Longpre, Assistant Director

DATE:

March 16, 2019

SUBJECT:

Merritt Road Public Art Requirement

Attached is a completed Public Art Requirement Supplement Form from Kodiac
Landark, LLC (Kodiak) for its project at the corner of Merritt Road and Park Lake
Road (see attached Public Art Supplement Form). Kodiac proposes to develop
three (3) new buildings on the old DPW site, including a hotel, provisioning Center
and new retail center. Under Sections 50-38(6) of Ordinance 1339, Public Art
Ordinance, Kodiak has an obligation to include $25,000 worth of public art as part
of the project. Kodiak propose to fulfill the art requirement by installation of a
sculpture on the far north-east point of the site (see attached site plan and landscape
plan).
Kodiak has contracted with artist Dane Porter to design the proposed sculpture.
Dane Porter is a local sculptor, living and working out of Holt, Michigan. He is a
graduate of Lansing Christian High School and has been a self-employed artist
since 2010. He specializes in creating modern, sculptural works for residential and
commercial applications and is the artist currently under contract with the City of
East Lansing to create the sculpture for Valley Court Park.
A design for the sculpture has not yet been submitted by Kodiak.
When considering public art proposals under Ordinance 1339, the responsibility of
the Arts Commission is to review the proposed public art application for
compliance with the requirements and standards of Sec. 50-38(6) of the City Code
and to make a recommendation to the City Council as to whether or not the
proposed public art is in compliance with the Code. If the Commission determines
the proposed public art is not in compliance, it shall advise the applicant and City
Council of the reason it is not in compliance and what steps may be taken to have
the proposed public art comply with the applicable requirements and standards.
As such, the Arts Commission should review the application from Kodiak for
compliance with the following four standards:

Merritt Road Public Art Requirement
Page 2

1. It must meet the definition of Public Art by its proposed location. If it is located outdoors
on private property, it must be highly visible from public areas, and if located indoors it
must be in an interior area that is highly traveled by the public.
2. It must be a Work of Art, defined to mean all forms of original creations of visual art,
including, but not limited to: sculpture, painting, mosaics, mixed media, performing arts,
digital art, or architecture (provided it meets the criteria of 2-313a).
3. The art must cost 1% of the total project cost, up to $25,000. This cost can include the
cost of the work of art and its installation, identification plaques and labels, water works,
electrical and mechanical devises and equipment which are an integral park of the work
of art, and frames, mats and simple pedestals necessary for the proper presentation of the
works of art.
4. The work of art must not be: a reproduction (except limited editions controlled by the
artist); art objects which are massed produced or of standard designs (such as playground
sculpture or fountains); or exhibitions, marketing and educational programs.
With Arts Commission concurrence, the following motion is suggested:
Move that the Arts Commission has reviewed the Public Art Supplement form and supporting
information presented by Kodiac Landark, LLC for its project at the corner of Merritt Road and
Park Lake Road to determine compliance with the requirements and standards of Sec. 50-38(6)
of the City Code and conditionally accepts it as meeting the public art requirements for the
project, subject to final approval of the sculpture design by the Arts Commission

Attachments (3)

