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E N V I R O N M E N TA L N E W S

City Continues to Move Toward 100% Renewable Energy
In January, City of East Lansing
officials joined officials from the
Lansing Board of Water & Light
(BWL), Michigan Energy Options,
Pivot Energy and CATA at the ribboncutting event for the new East Lansing
Solar Park, located at Burcham Park.
The park, which became operational
at the end of December 2018, features
1,000 solar panels that will produce

430,000 kWh annually, enough to
power around 60 homes.
A total of 144 BWL residential
and commercial electric customers,
including the City of East Lansing and
CATA, are supporting this project by
leasing panels in the park over the next
25 years. The City is leasing 300 of the
1,000 panels at the park.

customers can support renewable energy
without having to install solar panels
on their property. Those leasing panels,
including the City, will receive utility
bill credits for the power their panels
produce and should see their investment
paid back in the next 11 to 14 years.

The benefit of the project is that

“We are excited to join other BWL
customers in investing in this local and
environmentally ..... continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

Working to
Engage with East
Lansing Citizens
Here at the City
of East Lansing,
we recognize
that civic
engagement is an
important part
of maintaining
a thriving and
connected
community. It is with that in mind,
that we began hosting the East Lansing
Emerging Leaders Program (ELELP)
back in 2007. The program is designed
to help citizen participants hone
their leadership and public service
skills by providing informational
sessions on a variety of topics taught
by local business, community and
government leaders. Our 2019 program
is currently underway, with a class of
25 participants set to graduate in April.
Many of the ELELP graduates have
gone on to serve as active members of
neighborhood associations, City boards
and commissions and even the East
Lansing City Council. The Citizens’
Police Academy is another opportunity
for citizens to connect and learn more
about their local police department.
Applications for the 2019 program
are currently being accepted and more
information can be found on our
website, cityofeastlansing.com.
We encourage the community to
keep an eye out for additional citizen
engagement opportunities in the future.
We are better when we work together!

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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A ribbon-cutting event for the new East Lansing Solar Park was hosted in January 2019.

COMMUNITY SOLAR

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

friendly project,” said East Lansing
City Manager George Lahanas. “Our
investment brings us one step closer
to our goal of 100 percent clean
energy and aligns with the City’s
Climate Sustainability Plan.”
East Lansing City Councilmember
Aaron Stephens was honored to
be a part of the January event. He

represented the East Lansing City
Council by serving as a speaker.
Final site work is expected to be
completed this spring at the park.
The park also includes a sculpture,
entitled “Energy for Life” by artist
Jim Cunningham, which was
commissioned in fulfillment of the
City’s Percent for Art Ordinance.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Tips for Home Improvement
Projects that Require Contractors
Building officials with the East
Lansing Department of Planning,
Building & Development encourage
homeowners to keep a few helpful
tips in mind when planning to hire a
contractor to do work in their home.
When looking to choose a contractor,
it’s helpful to get three bids for the
work and to verify that the contractor
that is hired is licensed. A contractor
should be able to show a homeowner
their license upon request and
licenses can also be verified via the
State of Michigan’s Department of
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs:
michigan.gov/lara. It’s also important
for homeowners to know whether the

work they are having done requires a
permit. Typically, any new plumbing,
electrical, mechanical or building
work (including structural changes
to a home) will require a contractor
to obtain a permit. Homeowners are
encouraged to request a copy of the
permit from their contractor prior to
the start of the work and a copy of the
final inspection report once the work
is complete.
When in doubt, homeowners
can visit the East Lansing
Building Division’s webpage,
cityofeastlansing.com/building, or
call the department at (517) 319-6871
or (517) 319-6810 with questions.
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FINANCE

Employers Reminded to Register
with the Income Tax Department
East Lansing employers are reminded to register with the East Lansing Income
Tax Department if they have not done so already.
Businesses can register by filling out the EL-SS-4 registration form, available at
cityofeastlansing.com/incometax. Withholding information is also available on
the webpage.
The East Lansing income tax went into effect on January 1, 2019 and the deadline
for the first payment was Feb. 28 (for businesses required to make monthly
payments). Businesses making quarterly payments will need to make their first
payment by April 30.

“Anyone who has
questions or needs
assistance filling out
forms is welcome
to contact me via
phone or email.”
East Lansing Income Tax
Administrator DaMar Boyd

East Lansing residents working outside of the community may request that their employer withhold on their behalf;
however, if an outside employer declines to withhold on their behalf, the resident will need to submit quarterly estimates
to the City. The first payment for these individuals will be due April 30 and payment vouchers are now available at
cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.
Employers and community members with questions can contact East Lansing Income Tax Administrator DaMar Boyd at (517)
319-6862 or incometax@cityofeastlansing.com.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

An Update on Redevelopment Projects in East Lansing
The East Lansing skyline continues to
change as large-scale redevelopment
projects continue to progress.
The Center City District, located in
the 100 and 200 blocks of E. Grand
River Ave. and the 200 block of Albert
Avenue, is on track to be completed by
late summer (The Landmark) and early
fall (Newman Lofts). Target, the anchor
retailer for The Landmark building on
Grand River Avenue, is slated to open
in mid-summer of this year. Other

businesses set to occupy retail space in
the Newman Lofts building on Albert
Avenue include Foster Coffee Company
and Barrio Tacos.
The Hub, located at the corner of
Grand River Avenue and Bogue
Street, is on track to be completed by
late summer of this year as well. The
businesses previously located at that
location, Georgio’s Pizza and 7-Eleven,
are expected to occupy space in the
building along with other retailers.

Construction of the Park District
project recently began. The first phase of
the project, which includes a mixed-use
building at 100 W. Grand River Ave.
and a Graduate Hotel at 133 Evergreen
Ave., is expected to begin going vertical
in late spring of this year and both
buildings are expected to be completed
by summer 2020.
Visit eastlansingbuzz.org for more
details about these projects and the
latest project updates.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Blue Owl Coffee Opens in
Downtown East Lansing
Coffee lovers, rejoice! Blue Owl Coffee, a REO Town
favorite in Lansing, Mich., has opened its second location in
downtown East Lansing. Created in 2016, Blue Owl started
as a coffee cart that owners Nick Berry, Rich Whitman and
Adam Klein would drive around the downtown Lansing area.
They opened their REO Town location the following year
and are now planning to expand to 10 cities in 10 years.
Unlike a traditional coffee shop, Blue Owl is a coffee bar that
allows customers to sit at a bar, see their drinks be prepared
and talk with the baristas. The local coffee shop serves coffee
cocktails in addition to hot and iced coffee drinks, nitro
coffee, cold-prep sandwiches and a variety of baked goods.
Blue Owl partners with the community by hosting live music
every Friday with a local musician, and features local artists
and their pieces each month on their art wall. Community
members are encouraged to check out Blue Owl’s new
location and try their community-driven coffee!

An innovative project at the WRRF will convert methane gas into electricity.

PUBLIC WORKS

WRRF Goes Green with
Support from State
The City of East Lansing has received notification from
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) that $2,085,742 in Principal Forgiveness will
be received for the City’s $51.71 million State Revolving
Fund (SRF) loan for Fiscal Year 2019.
Principal Loan Forgiveness is provided to communities
that can demonstrate green infrastructure, water or
energy efficiency improvements or other environmentally
innovative activities.
The City applied for and is receiving an SRF loan for
FY 2019 to proceed with three projects related to the
City of East Lansing’s Wastewater Treatment and
Collection System. The largest of the three projects is the
Water Resource Recovery Facility’s (WRRF) Biosolids
Handling Improvements with Digestion Project, which
has a project cost of approximately $33,458,000.

BLUE OWL COFFEE
Address: 213 Ann St., Suite C
Website: blueowlcoffee.net
Phone: (517) 679-6959
Facebook: facebook.com/
miblueowlcoffee
Hours:
Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
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The project includes construction of an anaerobic digester,
which will allow the WRRF to capture the methane gas
released during the biosolids digestion process and then
convert the methane into electricity in a Combined Heat
and Power (CHP) unit. The digester and the improved
biosolids handling processes will also reduce the amount
of biosolids produced at the WRRF by approximately
40 percent, thus reducing the volume of biosolids
transported and disposed of at a landfill.
In addition to the many environmental benefits of this
project, it is anticipated that the energy savings from the
CHP unit, the savings in biosolids disposal costs and
other savings from more efficient process units will result
in the WRRF realizing an annual savings of $560,000 per
year.
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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

Park Improvement Projects in
Preliminary Stages

dial g
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The East Lansing Department
of Parks, Recreation & Arts is
diligently preparing for multiple park
improvement projects that received
grant and/or millage funding in
recent years. The projects include
the White Park Trail Extension
and Natural Features Enhancement
Project, the Bailey Park Improvement
Project and the Patriarche Park
Ballfield Improvement Project.
The White Park Trail Extension
and Natural Features Enhancement
Project will include the extension
of the Northern Tier Trail through
Albert A. White Memorial Park
and improvements to the park’s
natural areas. Funding for the
project includes $469,000 in Ingham
County Trails and Parks Millage
funding and a $300,000 Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund
(MNRTF) grant. The City has hired
an engineering and design firm, and
the design process for this project is
expected to start in March.
The Bailey Park Improvement
Project will be funded by a $219,000
grant from the MNRTF, $35,000
in Community Development Block

Grant funds, $25,000 from the
Capital Area Housing Partnership
and $16,000 raised by the Bailey
Community Association. The
funds will be used to make park
improvements, including, but not
limited to: installing a new play
structure, constructing a concrete
plaza, removing the existing fence and
installing a 10-foot concrete pathway
loop around the park. The project is
currently in the design process and
construction documents are expected
to be completed this spring.
The Patriarche Park Ballfield
Improvement Project will be funded
by a $50,000 grant from the MNRTF
and Fiscal Year 2020 income tax
revenues. Improvements are planned
for existing baseball and softball
fields. Designs for the project are 50
percent complete and construction is
expected to begin this summer.

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and new
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

Did you know that the

Community members can expect
construction to begin as early as
this fall and as late as next spring
for both the White Park and Bailey
Park projects. All three projects are
expected to be completed in 2020.

MOBILE PAYMENT
OPTION

is available at any parking
meter or multi-space meter
machine in downtown East Lansing?
Learn more: cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELPL to Host 8th Annual
Books, Bites & Bids
The East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950 Abbot Road,
will host its 8th Annual Books, Bites & Bids fundraising
celebration on Friday, April 12 from 5:30-9 p.m.

Community members are pictured bidding on silent auction items at the 2017 Books,
Bites & Bids event at the East Lansing Public Library.

The 2019 event will include a silent auction, heavy hors
d’oeuvres from Grand Grillin’ and other local restaurants, two
giant pies from Grand Traverse Pie Company, drinks, music,
children’s activities and more. This year’s event will be emceed
by the Wharton Center’s Bob Hoffman and the silent auction
will include a variety of exciting items donated by businesses,
organizations and library patrons. A tax-deductible donation
of $30 per individual and $60 per couple/family is suggested.
Community members can RSVP and make donations ahead
of time at elpl.org or donations can also be made at the door.
Event proceeds will help ELPL develop an interactive and
educational children’s garden and purchase a Glowforge 3D
Laser Printer for the ELPL Maker Studio. The Books, Bites &
Bids event is hosted during National Library Week each year.
This year’s theme is Libraries = Strong Communities.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELPS Elementary School Construction Update
Thanks to voters who approved a
$93.77 million bond proposal in May
2017, the East Lansing Public Schools
(ELPS) will soon be home to five new
elementary school buildings and one
remodeled elementary school!

Pinecrest staff and students will occupy
Red Cedar Elementary School during
the 2019-20 school year, and Whitehills
staff and students will occupy the
current Donley building once Donley
staff and students move into their new
building.

Construction of the new Glencairn
and Donley Elementary Schools is
progressing well, with both projects
on schedule and within budget. The
new buildings will feature geothermal
heating and cooling systems, small
breakout rooms between each pair of
classrooms, lots of natural light and
flexible seating options for students.
These two new buildings will open in
fall 2019, while construction on the new
Pinecrest and Whitehills Elementary
Schools will begin in summer 2019.

For more information and
photos of construction progress,
follow ELPS on Facebook at
facebook.com/EastLansingPS or visit
elps.us/our-district/bond-updates.
Community members can also attend
one of the monthly Bond Work Group
meetings for more information.

BY: Dori Leyko, ELPS Superintendent
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Marble Elementary School will be
the final rebuild, with construction
beginning in June 2020. Community
open houses will be scheduled for
Donley and Glencairn this summer.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Infrastructure Restructure Project
Begins Along Michigan Avenue

Council Begins
Budget Review
Process

Mobilization and site preparation has
begun for Infrastructure Restructure - a
major construction project that will be
underway over the course of 2019 and
will bring much-needed underground
sewer improvements to Michigan
Avenue, the Michigan-Harrison
intersection and local streets in the area.
The project will create more efficient
underground infrastructure by
increasing the sewage collection system
capacity and improving flow to the Red
Cedar Interceptor and Water Resource
Recovery Facility, while decreasing
flow to the Combined Sewer Overflow
(CSO) basin. The improvements are
expected to reduce the potential for
CSO overflows to the Red Cedar
River. The project also provides an
opportunity to separate the storm flow
from the Michigan Avenue right-of-way
and send it directly to the river.
The project will include underground
construction at the Michigan-Harrison
intersection; on Michigan Avenue, from
Harrison Road to Highland Avenue;
and on the west side of MSU’s Brody
Complex. A new sewer lining will also
be installed during a later phase of the

project along University Drive, from
Michigan Avenue to Oak Street; on
Oak Street, from University Drive to
Harrison Road; and on Harrison Road,
from Oak Street to Huntington Road.
The project will require phased
lane closures on Michigan Avenue;
however, at least one lane of traffic
will be maintained in each direction
throughout the majority of the project.
The project will also require a closure
of the Michigan-Harrison intersection
for six weeks, beginning in May. During
this time, Harrison Road traffic will be
able to turn, but will not be able to go
through the intersection. The project
will also require intermittent closures of
Michigan Avenue crossovers (crossovers
will not all be closed simultaneously)
and intermittent closures at
neighborhood street entrances off
Michigan Avenue. Construction
will begin in April and be completed
by December 2019. Site restoration,
including the replacement of trees
removed from the Michigan Avenue
median, is planned for spring 2020.
More information: cityofeastlansing.
com/infrastructurerestructure.

The Fiscal Year 2020 Budget
preparation and review process kicked
off at East Lansing City Council’s Feb.
19 meeting, at which Finance Director
Jill Feldpausch presented the Five-Year
Financial Forecast.
Feldpausch indicated that the forecast
is more promising than it has been
in previous years due in large part
to the new income tax revenue and
an expected increase in State fire
protection revenue. She did note
that the City may still see a drop in
its pension plan funding ratio in the
coming years due to a new reporting
requirement, using the State’s uniform
assumption, with one being a 7 percent
investment rate of return instead
of the MERS assumption of 7.75
percent. The City remains committed
to reducing its unfunded pension
liability, and the forecast includes
supplemental payments in excess of
the payments generated by the income
tax. Supplemental pension payments
in recent years, totaling approximately
$6.6 million, have improved the City’s
financial footing and funding generated
from the new income tax will further
assist in ensuring the City’s future
financial sustainability. Council’s
Budget Work Sessions will take place
on April 9, April 16, April 23 and May
7. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/council
for more information.
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community events

Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you
have any questions, please email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com
or call (517) 319-6873. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign
up for the Dialog e-newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing, Twitter: @
CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing. Sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
Books, Bites & Bids
April 12

Aquatic Center Opens
June 1

Support the East Lansing Public
Library at this annual fundraising
event, featuring a silent auction,
food, drinks, music, children’s
activities and more. The event will
take place from 5:30-9 p.m. at
ELPL, 950 Abbot Road.

The East Lansing Family Aquatic
Center will open its doors for
the 2019 season on Saturday,
June 1. Community members
can find hours, rates and more
info at cityofeastlansing.com/
AquaticCenter.

Crystal Awards
April 18

Recycle! East Lansing
June 1

Community members are invited
to the Crystal Awards community
reception, taking place at 5 p.m.
at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center, 819 Abbot
Road. Four unsung East Lansing
heroes will be honored.

Residents are invited to drop off
unwanted household items for
recycling, reuse or proper disposal.
This year’s event will take place
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Abbott
Center, 1400-1500 Abbot Road.
More info in the Curbside Journal.

East Lansing Art Festival
May 18-19

ELFM Opening Day
June 2

The 56th Annual East Lansing Art
Festival will bring approximately
180 artists, live music, children’s
activities, an international food
court and more to downtown East
Lansing. Learn more at
elartfest.com.

The East Lansing Farmers Market
will open for its 2019 season on
June 2. The market will be open
on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
in Valley Court Park through
the end of October. Learn
more at cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket.

