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A NEWSLETTER FOR EAST LANSING RESIDENTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

East Lansing Farmers Market Opens for 2019 Season
Community members can get their
farm fresh food fix at the popular East
Lansing Farmers Market (ELFM),
which will make its return to Valley
Court Park, 280 Valley Court, this June
for its 2019 season. Market days will
take place June 2-Oct. 27 on Sundays
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
The ELFM offers a diverse selection of
Michigan produce and products and

it is just steps away from several local
neighborhoods, the MSU campus and
East Lansing’s vibrant downtown.
The market is known for its inviting,
open-air park setting and 100 percent
homegrown fare.
This year’s ELFM vendor lineup
includes a fantastic mix of new and
returning vendors. The 2019 lineup is
as follows: The 517 Coffee Company,

Applegarth Honey, Bavarian Inn
Cluck Truck, Civil Ferments, Clyde’s
Pit, Corrion Farms, The Country
Mill, DavePops, Droscha Sugarbush,
El Burrito Mexicano, Fire and Rice,
The Fresh Lake Whitefish Company,
From Scratch Food Truck, Guiding
Light Garlic Farm, Hickory Knoll
Farms Creamery, Jenny’s Sweets
& Treats, MI Drinks, Mycophile’s
Garden,....................... continued on page
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

An Update on
the East Lansing
Income Tax
As many of you
are aware, the
voter-approved
East Lansing
income tax went
into effect on
January 1, 2019
and funding has
already begun
to be remitted to the City by local
employers. As of early May, more than
1,000 businesses had registered with
the City and begun making payments.
Based on the early amounts coming
in, we do believe we will be collecting
in the ballpark of $9 million to $10
million for the year; however, a better
number will be available after a full year
of payments have been made and tax
refunds have been issued next spring.
By City Charter, the income tax dollars
will be used to make much-needed
supplemental pension payments (60
percent) and reinvest in public safety
and infrastructure (20 percent each).
We have already started reinvesting in
public safety, with the addition of two
new firefighters and two new police
officers and the recent purchase of a new
firetruck with better high-angle rescue
capability. This new truck replaces an
older truck with a broken frame.
It’s also important to note that, with
the implementation of the income tax,
property owners will see a reduction in
their summer property tax bill, with the
City’s operating millage rate decreasing
from 17.5362 to 12.5362.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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The ELFM will be open June 2-Oct. 27 on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court Park.

FA R M E R S M A R K E T

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

Owosso Organics, Pregitzer
Farm Market, Rust Belt Roastery,
Sanctuary Pizza, Sapo De Solis,
Steffey Farm/Para Para Creamery,
Stone Circle Bakehouse, Tomac
Pumpkin Patch, Trillium Wood
Farm, Wernette Beef, Wildflower Eco
Farm, Wooden Shoe Herb Farm and
Zumo Eco Farm.

Community members are encouraged
to mark their calendars for opening
day of the market on Sunday, June 2.
Opening day will include a reusable
ELFM tote giveaway to the first 150
customers. Visit cityofeastlansing.
com/farmersmarket to learn more
about the market.

PA R K I N G & CO D E E N FO R C E M E NT

Property Owners Encouraged to
Keep Yards Maintained
East Lansing Parking & Code
Enforcement (PACE) encourages
property owners to maintain their
yards during the growing season.
For a properly maintained yard,
weeds should be removed and grass
should be mowed regularly so as not
to exceed 6 inches. Grass taller than 6
inches is a violation of the City Code.
It’s also important to be proactive
about removing invasive plants and
trees as early as possible, before a
significant root system is established.
Structural damage can occur when
the root system is located too close
to a home. Exterior damage can

also occur when the moisture from
foliage comes in direct contact with
protective finishes.
PACE will be monitoring and
enforcing yard maintenance
ordinances this spring and summer,
and will issue warnings and fines
when necessary. Residents who live
in a rental property should consult
with their landlord about whose
responsibility it is to cut the grass and
keep the property free of weeds.
Residents and property owners with
questions can contact PACE at (517)
319-6894.
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East Lansing City Clerk Highlights
Election Law Changes
The passage of Michigan’s Proposal 18-3 has resulted in the recent implementation
of several changes to election law. A few highlights are provided below.
Unregistered voters who wish to participate in an upcoming election can now
register to vote in person at a Secretary of State branch; a designated voter
registration agency; their county, city or township clerk’s office; or by mail by no
later than the 15th day prior to the election. Additionally, they can now register
to vote during the 14 days prior to the election, including on Election Day, by
applying at their city or township clerk’s office with proof of residency.

“With the passage
of Proposal 18-3, any
registered voter is
now eligible to vote
absentee without
providing a reason.”
- East Lansing City Clerk
Jennifer Shuster

Any registered voter is also now eligible to obtain an absentee voter (AV) ballot
for an upcoming election without providing a reason. AV ballot applications may be submitted to the city or township clerk by
hand or via mail, fax or email with a visible voter signature. The East Lansing City Clerk’s Office maintains a list of permanent
absentee voters who automatically receive an AV ballot application prior to any upcoming East Lansing election. Registered East
Lansing voters who would like to be placed on the list can call (517) 319-6914 or email jshuster@cityofeastlansing.com. A person
may submit a voter registration and an AV ballot application at the same time when registering to vote in person at the clerk’s
office through Election Day. Voted AV ballots must be returned to the clerk by 8 p.m. on Election Day.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Jazz Festival to Heat Up Downtown East Lansing
The 2019 Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
(SSJF) will bring local, regional and
national jazz acts to the heart of
downtown East Lansing for a two-day,
free festival that is not to be missed!
This year’s festival will take place Friday,
June 21 from 4-11 p.m. and Saturday,
June 22 from 2:30-11 p.m.
Festival goers should note that the
festival site layout is the same as last
year’s layout. The Founders’ Stage will

be located in the Bailey Parking Lot,
139 Bailey St., and the Education Stage
will be located adjacent to the AlbertDivision intersection.
This year’s festival will feature
performances by an amazing lineup of
talented, high-caliber jazz musicians,
including Root Doctor, Randy Gelispie
Organ Ensemble, Etienne Charles,
Jane Bunnett and Maqueque, Maureen
Choi, Xavier Davis Quartet with
Regina Carter, Rodney Whitaker

Sextet, Straight Ahead and more.
In addition to the live music, there
will be on-site food trucks, children’s
activities and other fun programming
for community members of all ages.
Community members can learn more
about the SSJF at eljazzfest.com. The
full music lineup will be posted soon!
Community members interested in
volunteering during the festival can sign
up at the festival website as well.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Campbell’s Market Basket
Opens in Downtown EL
Community members looking for a one-stop shop that
offers fresh produce, high-quality products and grab-and-go
items can find that and more at East Lansing’s new urban
grocery store, Campbell’s Market Basket. After noticing that
East Lansing was missing a place to buy fresh food, fourth
generation East Lansing resident Ken Campbell took matters
into his own hands. In March, he opened Campbell’s Market
Basket in downtown East Lansing and hopes it can become a
staple in the community.
This affordable, healthy market features a salad and soup
bar, deli, bakery and café. Shoppers can find a wide selection
of locally grown/produced food items, including gourmet
sandwiches, prepared snacks, dairy products, beverages,
specialty diet foods, pantry/bulk items and hand-picked
produce. Whether a resident or student, Campbell wants the
East Lansing community to know that premium, fresh food
is just steps away from campus and nearby neighborhoods.

ELPL’s 2019 Summer Reading Program will run from June 17-Aug. 6.

LIBRARY

ELPL Summer Reading
Program Kicks Off
Get ready for a summer full of reading and fun with the
East Lansing Public Library (ELPL)!
ELPL’s 2019 Summer Reading Program will run from
June 17-Aug. 6 and will feature the theme “Universe of
Stories” in honor of the 50th anniversary of the landing
on the moon. Children, teens and adults who participate
in the program will have the opportunity to win exciting
weekly prizes all summer long.
In addition to reading activities, the program will feature
plenty of fun, free events. Everything will kick off with an
all-ages family dance party on Monday, June 17 from 5-7
p.m. at ELPL, 950 Abbot Road. If the weather cooperates,
the event will be outdoors in the library’s parking lot.
If not, it will be moved indoors. Community members
will have an opportunity to sign up for the 2019 Summer
Reading Program at the event.

CAMPBELL’S MARKET BASKET
Address: 547 E. Grand River Ave.
Website: campbellsmarketbasket.com

Other fun, free events hosted throughout the summer as a
part of the program will include:
• Stories in the Garden at MSU 4-H Children’s
Garden - June 12 and Aug. 14 at 7 p.m. and July 10
at 10 a.m.

Phone: (517) 977-1068

• Joel’s AstroReader Magical Comedy Show - Friday,
June 28 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. at ELPL

Facebook: facebook.com/
campbellsmarketbasket

• Harris Nature Center Owl Visit - Monday, July 8
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
at ELPL

Hours:
Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

• Abrams Planetarium - Monday, July 29 from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. at ELPL
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For additional event details or to sign up early for the
2019 Summer Reading Program, visit elpl.org.
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One Book, One Community
Selection Announced

dial g
CITY OF EAST LANSING NEWS AND EVENTS

The City of East Lansing and
Michigan State University have
announced the book selection for the
2019 One Book, One Community
(OBOC) program: “Evicted: Poverty
and Profit in the American City” by
author Matthew Desmond (pictured).
Desmond’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
book transports readers to the
poorest neighborhoods in Milwaukee
to tell the heartbreaking, real-life
stories of eight families struggling
to keep a roof over their heads. By
living among these families in 2008
and 2009, Desmond is able to provide
readers with a ground-level view of
one of 21st-century America’s most
devastating problems and shine a
probing light on the human cost of
America’s immense inequality.
Desmond’s book has garnered
countless accolades, including being
the winner of the 2017 Pulitzer Prize
for General Nonfiction, the National
Book Critics Circle Award for
Nonfiction and the Andrew Carnegie
Medal of Excellence in Nonfiction.
The book was also a New York Times
bestseller and was named one of the
best books of the year by The New

York Times Book Review, The Boston
Globe, The Washington Post, NPR,
Entertainment Weekly, The New
Yorker and many more.
As part of the 2019 OBOC program,
Desmond will visit the East LansingMSU community in August 2019.
Community members are invited
to A Community Conversation
with Matthew Desmond on Sunday,
Aug. 25 at 6:30 p.m. at the East
Lansing Hannah Community
Center, 819 Abbot Road. Desmond
will also speak during the MSU
Fall Convocation at the Jack Breslin
Student Events Center, 534 Birch
Road, on Monday Aug. 26 at 9 a.m.
Both events are FREE and open to all
community members.
The One Book, One Community
program encourages the East
Lansing-Michigan State University
community to read the same book
and come together to explore its
themes and issues at a variety of
campus and community events each
fall. The selected book is widely read
on and off campus. Learn more about
OBOC and the 2019 program at
onebookeastlansing.com.

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and new
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

Did you know that the

MOBILE PAYMENT
OPTION

is available at any parking
meter or multi-space meter
machine in downtown East Lansing?
Learn more: cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
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East Lansing

FARMERS MARKET
2019 Market Season
June 2 - Oct. 27
Sundays
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Valley Court Park
280 Valley Court
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Farmers Market

cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket

Fridays • 7 - 9 p.m.
Ann Street Plaza • Downtown EL

All summer
events are
FREE!

Thursdays
Valley Court Park
280 Valley Court
JULY • 9:30 p.m.
AUGUST • 9 p.m.

July 12
July 19
July 26
Aug 2
Aug 9
Aug 16

-

Starfarm
Orquesta Ritmo
Paddlebots
Amy Petty
Sudden Impact Band
Eclectic Noise

Bridge Card and Double
Up Food Bucks Accepted

Aug 23 - Great Scott
Aug 30 - Alex Mendenall

Generously sponsored by the Downtown Management Board

July 11 - Moana (PG)
July 18 - Spider-Man: Into the
		 Spider-Verse (PG)
July 25 - Mary Poppins
		 Returns (PG)
Aug 1 - A League of Their
		 Own (PG)
Aug 8 - Aquaman (PG-13)

July 2 - Karen Bonnici
		
(storyteller)
July 9 - NASA Space Food
July 16 - Zeke the Wonderdog
July 23 - Baffling Bill
		 (magician)

Tuesdays • 7 p.m.
July 30 - Greg Lester’s Puppet
Valley Court Park • 280 Valley Court 		Adventures
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More info: cityofeastlansing.com/
communityevents
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PUBLIC WORKS

COUNCIL CORNER

Construction Season in Full Swing
in East Lansing

Stakes Are High
for an Accurate
Census Count

Construction season is in full swing in
the City of East Lansing, with several
projects currently underway or slated to
begin soon.

about this project, including all
key construction dates and detour
maps, at cityofeastlansing.com/
infrastructurerestructure.

Earlier this spring, the Infrastructure
Restructure project began. This major
reconstruction project will bring
much-needed underground sewer
improvements to Michigan Avenue,
the Michigan-Harrison intersection
and local streets in the area. The
Michigan-Harrison intersection is
currently closed to through traffic
on Harrison Road, with detours in
place utilizing the Michigan Avenue
crossovers, and lane closures are in
place along Michigan Avenue. At least
one lane of traffic will be maintained
in each direction on Michigan Avenue
throughout the project with the
exception of three weekend closures
(view website for closure dates). Final
paving for this project is slated for
completion in mid-November and final
site restoration, including replacement
of trees that needed to be removed from
the Michigan Avenue median, will take
place next April. Community members
can find additional information

Other projects currently underway
include a road resurfacing project
(partially funded by MDOT) on S.
Harrison Road, from Mt Hope Road
to Forest Road, and a Woodingham
Pump Station replacement project
that requires periodic lane closures on
Woodingham Drive, from Harrison
Road to Glenhaven Avenue.
Upcoming projects include a water
main replacement project on Evergreen
Avenue, Cornell Avenue and Durand
Street; a local road resurfacing project
on Old Mill Road, Hitching Post Road,
Ramblewood Drive, M.A.C. Avenue
and East Lansing Drive; sidewalk
replacement at the Albert-Orchard
and Albert-Kedzie intersections;
and the Coleman Road Extension
Project, which will extend Coleman
Road from West Road to Wood
Road. Community members can find
additional information and timely
updates about these and other projects
at cityofeastlansing.com/construction.

BY: Mayor Mark Meadows
With the 2020 Census just around the
corner, the City of East Lansing recently
formed a Complete Count Committee
to create and implement educational
marketing campaigns for the various
stakeholders in our college town.
The Census is a constitutionally
mandated headcount of every person
in the U.S. and it is vitally important
in determining federal funding
appropriations, political representation
and business attraction for American
communities like East Lansing. Even
though Census forms will not be mailed
out until March 2020, East Lansing
is working to get the word out now
about the importance of being counted.
Anyone residing in East Lansing on
April 1, 2020 - whether they are a
year-round resident, college student
or international community member
(regardless of citizenship status) should be counted in East Lansing as
part of the 2020 Census. For students,
that includes anyone living on- or offcampus in a dorm, home, apartment,
co-op or fraternity/sorority house.
We encourage our community members
to make sure they are counted and to
help us in spreading the word about the
importance of being counted to others
in the community. Let’s work together
for an accurate Census count in 2020!
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community events

Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you
have any questions, please email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com
or call (517) 319-6873. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign
up for the Dialog e-newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing, Twitter: @
CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing. Sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
EL Farmers Market
June 2-Oct. 27

Moonlight Film Festival
July 11-Aug. 8

The East Lansing Farmers Market
is open on Sundays from 10 a.m.2 p.m. in Valley Court Park, 280
Valley Court. The market features
locally grown Michigan produce
and products, sold in an open-air,
inviting park setting.

Community members can enjoy
outdoor movies in Valley Court Park
on Thursdays in July (9:30 p.m.) and
August (9 p.m.). Pack a lawn chair
or blanket and enjoy a night under
the stars. This year’s movie lineup is
available on page 6.

Summer Solstice Jazz Fest Summer Concert Series
July 12-Aug. 30
June 21-22
The Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
brings live performances by local
and national jazz musicians to
downtown East Lansing. Festival
hours are 4-11 p.m. on Friday, June
21 and 2:30-11 p.m. on Saturday,
June 22. More info: eljazzfest.com.

The Summer Concert Series will
feature live musical performances
on Friday nights from 7-9 p.m.
in downtown East Lansing’s Ann
Street Plaza (corner of Albert &
M.A.C. avenues). This year’s music
lineup is available on page 6.

Play in the Park
July 2-30

National Night Out
Aug. 6

Families are invited to Valley Court
Park, 280 Valley Court, at 7 p.m.
on Tuesdays in July for free, fun
children’s activities. This year’s
lineup includes everything from
storytelling to magic, puppets,
NASA space food and Zeke the
Wonderdog!

This popular event, taking place
from 6-8 p.m. at the East Lansing
Public Library, promotes community
safety and awareness, while also
featuring free family fun! There will
be plenty of vehicles for children to
explore, ELPD K9s, a bounce house,
popcorn and more!

