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A NEWSLETTER FOR EAST LANSING RESIDENTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Celebrate Fall at the East Lansing Farmers Market
The 2019 East Lansing Farmers Market
(ELFM) kicked off at the beginning of
June and will continue through the end
of October on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. in Valley Court Park, 280 Valley
Court Park.

from ELFM’s friendly 2019 vendors.
Market visitors will find everything
from pumpkins to gourds, squash,
apples, maple syrup, baked goods,
flowers, honey, artisan bread, cheese,
fish, coffee, juice, jams, fresh vegetables/
fruit and more. In addition to food to
buy for later, there is also eat-on-site
food served up weekly on a revolving
basis by Sanctuary Pizza, Clyde’s Pit,

El Burrito Mexicano, the Bavarian Inn
Cluck Truck, Tantay and the From
Scratch Food Truck. All products sold
at the ELFM are 100% homegrown or
homemade right here in Michigan.
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Michigan’s fall bounty is on full display
at the market this time of year, with a
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In addition to regular market days, the
ELFM’s popular annual Autumn Fest
event will take place on Sunday, Oct.
13. This year’s Autumn Fest will feature
everything .............. continued on page 2
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Striving to
Support Local
Businesses
We are happy to
share that we are
getting close to
the end of the
construction of
the Center City
District project in
downtown East
Lansing, with the
majority of work slated for completion
this October.
While this project has been
transformational for our community
in terms of economic development
and housing diversification in the
downtown, we do recognize that the
long-term construction has had an
impact on our local businesses. It
was with that in mind that the City,
Downtown Development Authority
and Downtown Management Board
set out from the start to support
downtown merchants through a
variety of initiatives totaling more than
$175,000. In addition to marketing
support (wayfinding signs, business
guides, the EL Buzz website, etc.) and
events/activities, a variety of downtown
parking initiatives were implemented,
including free parking giveaways and
distribution of free, monthly parking
validations to businesses in the
immediate construction zone. With the
construction in the central downtown
area coming to a close, it’s a great time
of year to visit downtown and support
your favorite local businesses!

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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This year’s Autumn Fest at the ELFM will take place on Sunday, Oct. 13.

FAR M E R S MAR K E T

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

from horse-and-wagon rides to fallthemed children’s activities, face
painting, free donuts and cider, an
outdoor fire pit, live music and more.
Community members can learn
more about the ELFM and the 2019
vendors at cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket. An online shopping
list is posted each week on the website

to give customers a preview of what
will be at the market that upcoming
Sunday.
“The market is a great place to meet
up with friends and family in an
inviting park setting,” said ELFM
Manager Karla Forrest-Hewitt.
“Come see us and stock up on locally
grown, farm fresh food.”

CITY COUNCIL

Land Sale Authorization Question
on November Ballot
A question will be on the November
5, 2019 General Election ballot
regarding voter authorization of the
sale of all or a portion of a 26.83-acre,
City-owned piece of unimproved
property (unimproved except for two
billboards) located at the southwest
corner of the intersection of West and
Coleman roads.
The land was purchased to protect
a special assessment that was owed
to the City by the previous owner,
who was in tax foreclosure for several
years due to unpaid property taxes.
As is standard in these cases, Clinton
County began making the annual
payments owed to the City when

each year’s tax bill went delinquent.
Once the foreclosure was finalized,
the County put the land up for sale. If
the land were sold to a third party for
less than what the County had paid
the City, the City would have been
required to pay back the difference
and would not be able to recoup its
costs through a potential future land
sale. With that in mind, the City bid
on the property and purchased it for
$444,777.98. With voter approval,
the City would be permitted to sell
all or a portion of the property for
potentially more than the purchase
price. Additional revenue would be
allocated to the City’s general fund.

September 2019

CITY CLERK

City Clerk Provides Key
Reminders for November Election
There will be a City election on Tuesday, Nov. 5 for all voters registered in the City
of East Lansing.
The last day to register to vote in any manner other than in person with the East
Lansing City Clerk’s office is Oct. 21. After this date, anyone who qualifies as
an elector may register to vote in person with proof of residency (MCL 168.492)
at East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, during regular business hours and
during special hours on Saturday, Nov. 2 from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Those registering
to vote on Election Day are eligible to receive an absent voter ballot at the East
Lansing City Clerk’s office.

“With no-reason
absentee voting now
available, I encourage
all East Lansing
voters to sign up
for our Automatic
Application List.”
East Lansing City Clerk
Jennifer Shuster

With the passage of Proposal 3 last year, any registered voter may now request an absent voter ballot with no reason required.
Applications are available in the East Lansing City Clerk’s office or online at cityofeastlansing.com/elections.
The East Lansing City Clerk’s office also maintains an Automatic Application List for registered East Lansing voters who
would like to automatically receive an absent voter ballot application before each election scheduled in East Lansing.
Community members can sign up by calling the City Clerk’s office at (517) 319-6914 or through an online form located at
cityofeastlansing.com/AutomaticApplicationList.

CITY COUNCIL

City Council Adopts New Electric Scooter Ordinance
With the expected return of electric
scooters this fall, East Lansing City
Council adopted a new electric
scooter ordinance this past March
that establishes a licensing process for
scooter companies and rules/regulations
for companies and riders.
Under the new ordinance, companies
must deploy scooters in designated
locations (referred to as scooter hubs)
and riders will be encouraged to return
the scooters to those hubs for incentives

from the scooter company. Scooters
must be parked upright with at least
five feet of unobstructed sidewalk for
pedestrians and must not interfere with
access to crosswalks, vehicle/bike lanes,
sidewalk ramps, bus stops, disability
parking/loading zones, fire hydrants,
benches, parking spaces/pay stations,
access to buildings, bicycle racks, alleys,
driveways and more.
No more than one person can ride a
scooter at a time and operating a scooter

while intoxicated is a misdemeanor.
In East Lansing, there is a speed limit of
10 miles per hour when riding scooters
on sidewalks and riders are urged to
wear helmets and be respectful of
pedestrians (slow down and use audible
signals when passing). Riders should
also follow all traffic laws, abiding
by all street signs/signals and using
caution at crosswalks. Learn more at
cityofeastlansing.com/escooters.
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IT’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Sundance Jewelers Shines
Bright in Downtown EL
Community members looking for high quality diamonds,
designer jewelry and jewelry repair services can find that and
more at Sundance Jewelers.
Founded by Betty and Bill Yonkus Sr. in 1973, the
family-owned business has continued to grow and create
relationships in the community. The long-standing business
is currently co-managed by three generations of the Yonkus
family, including their son, Bill Jr., and his daughter, Audrey,
who plan to keep the family’s legacy alive. In addition to
selling jewelry, Sundance also does appraisal work; buys
and sells gold, platinum and diamonds; and works in-house
to design and create custom jewelry. Bill Jr. encourages
community members to visit Sundance Jewelers, introduce
themselves and allow his family and staff to show the skill
and craftsmanship they’ve had for the past 46 years.

Gary Caldwell’s photo of Andromeda was last year’s downtown winner.

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

Photo Contest Deadline
is Sunday, Oct. 13
The deadline to submit photos for the 2019 East Lansing
Community Photo Contest is approaching quickly!
Community members have until midnight on Sunday,
Oct. 13 to submit up to five high-resolution photos
taken in the East Lansing community during any of
its four seasons. Photos can be submitted online at
cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest.
Winning photos will be featured in City marketing
materials (online and print) and winners will also receive
gift cards donated by this year’s sponsors: Meijer, the East
Lansing Downtown Management Board and the East
Lansing Farmers Market. Prizes are as follows:
• 1st Place - $150 Meijer gift card
• 2nd Place - $100 Meijer gift card
• 3rd Place - $50 Meijer gift card
• Honorable Mention (8 total) - $25 Meijer gift cards

SUNDANCE JEWELERS
Address: 330 Albert Ave.
Website: sundancejewelers.com
Facebook: facebook.com/
sundancejewelers
Phone: (517) 337-7446
Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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• Downtown Category (submit your best photos of
downtown East Lansing) - $100 downtown East Lansing
parking voucher
• East Lansing Farmers Market Category (submit your
best photos of the ELFM) - $20 ELFM gift card, market
bag and t-shirt
“We encourage participants to show us what they love
about East Lansing, whether it’s the Northern Tier Trail,
a fun community event, MSU’s beautiful campus, a
picturesque neighborhood or something else they value,”
said Communications Specialist Quinn Alexander.
Community members with questions can email qalexan@
cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6980.
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PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Center City District Project to be
Completed Soon
The Center City District
redevelopment project is
nearing completion, bringing
transformational growth to the heart
of downtown East Lansing.
This $125 million project has
diversified downtown East Lansing’s
housing stock, while also significantly
increasing the number of people –
both students and 55+ active adults
– living in the downtown. The project
has also resulted in the opening
of a small-format, urban Target
store and a variety of soon-to-open
retailers. Foster Coffee Company is
slated to open in September, while
Barrio Tacos and Jolly Pumpkin
are expected to open in late fall and
early winter respectively. Additional
retailers are soon to be announced.
Significant public infrastructure
improvements have also occurred as
a result of this project, which were
made possible through Tax Increment
Financing (TIF). TIF is a common
and creative financing tool used
across the country, which allows cities
to make important improvements to
public infrastructure through public-

private partnerships. In the case of the
Center City District project, the new
public parking garage, underground
utility upgrades and public space
improvements (roads, sidewalks,
landscaping, alleyways, etc.) were
financed up front by the developer
and the debt from that financing will
be paid back to the developer over the
course of 30 years by a portion of the
new taxes generated by the project.
In addition to the public
infrastructure improvements and the
continued base tax revenue, the City
will receive approximately $397,300
in new annual revenue as a result of
the project. This includes $200,000
for the ground lease, an additional
$29,300 in Downtown Development
Authority millage funds, $25,000
in personal property taxes, a
$15,000 annual brownfield fee and
an estimated $128,000 increase in
parking revenue as a result of the
replacement of Lot 1 with the new,
larger-capacity parking garage, which
is owned and operated by the City.
There will also be new income tax
revenue as a result of the project.
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@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and new
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

Did you know that the

MOBILE PAYMENT
OPTION

is available at any parking
meter or multi-space meter
machine in downtown East Lansing?
Learn more: cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
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COUNCIL CORNER

New Protected
Bike Pathway on
MSU Campus

CITY COUNCIL

Citizen Volunteers Needed for
Boards and Commissions
This past August, members of the East
Lansing City Council were honored to
join Michigan State University officials
at a ribbon-cutting celebration for a new
protected bicycle path that was recently
installed in one of the southbound lanes
of Bogue Street, between Grand River
Avenue and the MSU River Trail.
This exciting pilot project will study
whether bicycle and pedestrian safety
is improved by the two-way pathway,
which separates southbound vehicular
traffic from bicycles (and other modes of
transportation) through a combination
of surface-mounted curbs and break-away
bollards. Success will be measured by
reviewing data from traffic cameras, traffic
incident reports and public feedback,
which can be shared at auttc.msu.edu/
comment.
The pathway will be open through
October and, if safety improves and
feedback is positive, the dedicated path
may become permanent next year.
“This project is a great example of MSU
and East Lansing partnering to advance
the City and campus, while working to
meet the heightened community demand
for safe, sustainable transportation
options,” said East Lansing Mayor Mark
Meadows. “We are looking forward to
learning how it is received by the public.”
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The City of East Lansing is currently
seeking citizen volunteers to serve
on several of its advisory boards and
commissions. Community members
interested in serving their community
through active civic engagement are
encouraged to apply.
A list of vacancies and an
application are available online at

cityofeastlansing.com/vacancies.
The majority of the boards and
commissions meet monthly and do
not require prior experience.
Contact Emily Gordon at
egordon@cityofeastlansing.com
or (517) 319-6869 for additional
information.

54B DISTRICT COURT

54B District Court Continues to
Receive High Marks from Public
The East Lansing 54B District Court
continues to receive high marks from
the public regarding their experiences
with the court.
In 2018, the 54B District Court
conducted a survey, asking court users
whether the court was timely, fair and
if they were treated with courtesy and
respect by judges and court staff.
“Our court serves the people, so
their views are critically important
in helping us make decisions on how
to improve court operations, and
we are committed to being focused
on service to the public,” said 54B
District Court Chief Judge Andrea

Andrews Larkin.
The survey was completed by a
range of court users, including
parties to cases, attorneys, jurors and
participants of treatment courts.
Highlights from the survey include:
• 93 percent of court users said
they were treated with courtesy and
respect by court staff
• 86 percent of court users said the
way the judge or magistrate handled
their case was fair
• 83 percent of court users were
able to get their business done in a
reasonable amount of time
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

East Lansing Welcomes the
World is Sept. 20 at ELPL
The 10th Annual East Lansing Welcomes the World event
will be hosted at the East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950
Abbot Road, on Friday, Sept. 20 from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
International students and families are invited to come meet
their East Lansing neighbors at this special event, brought
to the community by a partnership between the City of
East Lansing and Michigan State University. The event will
feature catered food, karaoke, family activities, community
information tables, a visit from Sparty and more. There will
also be welcoming remarks made by City and MSU officials.
“The City of East Lansing is a richly diverse college
community, with approximately 9,000 international students,
scholars and dependent family members living here,” said
ELPL Director Kristin Shelley. “The East Lansing Welcomes
the World event provides our community members from
across the globe with a great opportunity to meet their
American neighbors in a fun and welcoming setting.”
The event is free and all community members are welcome.

The East Lansing Welcomes the Word event serves to welcome international students
and families to the East Lansing-MSU community.

PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

Community Invited to Purchase Patriarche Park Pavers
To celebrate the five-year anniversary
of the Playground in the Park “ReImagined” project, the City of
East Lansing is giving community
members a second chance to purchase
personalized, engraved brick pavers that
will be installed at the entryway of the
Patriarche Park playground.
Community members have the option
of purchasing a 4”x 8” brick paver with

three lines of text (14 characters per
line) for $100 or an 8”x 8” brick paver
with four lines of text (14 characters per
line) for $150.
A total of 40 brick pavers must be
sold to make this project a success, so
community members are encouraged to
spread the word to friends who might
be interested. To purchase a brick
paver, community members can visit

cityofeastlansing.com/playgroundpavers
to fill out an online or printable order
form. The deadline to submit an order
form and payment is Monday, Sept. 30
and the brick pavers will be installed by
Oct. 31 at the park’s entry plaza.
Community members with question
can contact Jane Stone at (517) 3196809 or jstone@cityofeastlansing.com.
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City Council
410 Abbot Road, (517) 319-6904

Mayor Mark Meadows
Mayor Pro Tem Erik Altmann
Councilmember Ruth Beier
Councilmember Shanna Draheim
Councilmember Aaron Stephens
City Manager George Lahanas

community events

Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you
have any questions, please email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com
or call (517) 319-6873. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign
up for the Dialog e-newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing, Twitter: @
CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing. Sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
EL Welcomes the World
Sept. 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Great Pumpkin Walk
Date TBA

International students and families
are invited to the East Lansing
Public Library to get to know their
neighbors and learn about the
community. Open to all community
members. Learn more on page 6.

Families can bring their costumed
children to downtown East Lansing
to trick-or-treat with more than
50 participating businesses. The
date will be announced soon at
cityofeastlansing.com/Halloween.

MSU Homecoming Parade
Sept. 27, 6 p.m.

Green Friday
Dec. 6-7

Spartan fans are invited to don
their green-and-white gear and
line the streets of East Lansing
for this popular community event.
The parade route is available at
https://alumni.msu.edu/traditions/
homecoming/parade.cfm.

Green Friday (& Saturday too!)
is downtown East Lansing’s
version of the Black Friday sales.
Sales/specials will be offered at
participating businesses. Additional
details will be posted soon at
downtownEL.com.

Autumn Fest at ELFM
Oct. 13, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Winter Glow
Dec. 7, 2-5 p.m.

Stop by the East Lansing Farmers
Market, 280 Valley Court, to
celebrate the splendor of fall! There
will be free donuts and cider, horseand-wagon rides, fall-themed family
activities, live music and more!

This popular annual winter festival
features marshmallow roasting,
live music, ice carving, photos with
Santa, an outdoor holiday farmers
market and more. Learn more at
cityofeastlansing.com/WinterGlow.

