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A NEWSLETTER FOR EAST LANSING RESIDENTS

CENSUS 2020

Be Counted, East Lansing: Census Day is April 1, 2020
Census Bureau. For communities
like East Lansing, an accurate Census
count is vitally important for a variety
of reasons. Census data is used to
determine how much federal funding
is received over the next 10 years
to support vital state, county and
community programs that impact
things like housing, education,
transportation, employment, healthcare

and public policy. Approximately
$1,800 in federal funding will be
allocated annually for each person
counted. Additionally, Census data is
essential for fair distribution of political
representation and helps communities
to plan for the future (i.e. business
attraction, neighborhood/housing
improvements).
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In the coming weeks, Census 2020
information will be arriving in East
Lansing residents’ mailboxes and,
for the first time ever, the majority of
households will be invited to fi ll out
their Census form online.
The Census is a constitutionally
mandated headcount of everyone
living in the United States and it is
conducted every ten years by the U.S.

With only nine ....... continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

City Launches
Priority Based
Budgeting
Following several
months of
implementation,
the City of East
Lansing launched
its Priority Based
Budgeting (PBB)
communityfacing data
dashboard in late January: https://
openpbbdata.net/EastLansing.
The dashboard, referred to as Open
PBB, provides community members
with an opportunity to see how funds
and resources are being allocated across
the City’s departments and shows how
departmental programs align with the
City’s identified priorities and goals.
Residents can click on the information
icon in the bottom right corner of Open
PBB’s header image for a walkthrough
of the dashboard.
While PBB doesn’t replace the City’s
traditional budgeting process, it
provides increased transparency for
residents and provides a new approach
to our budget decision-making
processes. We plan to use the PBB data
to make important decisions during
budget deliberations and, over the years,
work will be done to improve the data
and resource alignment in order to
achieve our long-term goals. The data
will also be used to make important
decisions that result in cost efficiencies
and prioritization of resources.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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An accurate Census count is vitally important for local communities. Be counted, East Lansing!

CENSUS 2020

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

questions, the Census form will take
less than 10 minutes to complete and
it is 100 percent confidential. Anyone
residing in East Lansing on April 1,
2020 or whose primary residence is in
East Lansing the majority of the year
should be counted in East Lansing.
This includes year-round residents,
college students, individuals with

international citizenship and retirees
that travel to warmer climates in
the winter. For students, it includes
anyone living on or off campus in a
residence hall, home, apartment, coop or fraternity/sorority house.
For more information, visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
Census2020.

EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

City Clerk’s Office Provides Key
Reminders for March Election
With the March 10, 2020 Presidential
Primary Election coming up, here are
some important reminders from the
East Lansing City Clerk’s office.
• Any registered voter can now
request an absentee voter (AV) ballot
with no reason required.
• The City Clerk’s office maintains
an Automatic Application List for
voters who want to automatically
receive an AV ballot prior to each
East Lansing election. Learn
more: www.cityofeastlansing.com/
AutomaticApplicationList.
• The last day to have an AV ballot
mailed is Friday, March 6 and the last
day to apply for an AV ballot and have

it issued in person at the City Clerk’s
office is Monday, March 9 at 4 p.m.
• All AV ballots must be returned to
the City Clerk’s office, not a voter’s
precinct, by 8 p.m. on Election Day.
• Those who aren’t already registered
to vote can now register and vote an
AV ballot at the City Clerk’s office on
Election Day.
• The City Clerk’s office will have the
following expanded hours leading
up to Election Day: 5-8 p.m. on Feb.
25, Feb. 27, March 3 and March 5; 8
a.m.-4 p.m. on March 7 and March 8.
• Visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/
elections for more information.
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E A S T L A N S I N G F I N A N C E D E PA R TM E N T

East Lansing Income Tax Filing Information for 2020
Community members are reminded that they will need to fi le
their East Lansing income tax returns as a part of the 2020 tax
fi ling season.

For more information, visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

Here are some frequently asked questions and answers:
1.) Who needs to fi le? All East Lansing residents (whether they
work in the City or another community), non-residents who
work in East Lansing and corporations/partnerships that have
business activity in East Lansing.

4.) Can I e-fi le my income tax return? At this time, East
Lansing income tax forms can be prepared through online
soft ware programs, but cannot be e-fi led through online
soft ware programs.

2.) Where can I get forms? Forms are available online at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax. Paper copies of the
forms are also available at the East Lansing Public Library, 950
Abbot Road, and East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot Road.

5.) When are income tax returns due? Income tax returns are
due on April 30, 2020.

3.) Where should completed forms be sent? Completed
forms should be sent to the City of East Lansing Income Tax
Processing Center, P.O. Box 526, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827.
If money is owed, payment should be included with the form.

6.) Do I need to make estimated quarterly payments for 2020?
If your tax liability is greater than $100, yes. The due date for
the first quarterly payment is April 30, 2020.
Community members with additional questions can contact
East Lansing Income Tax Administrator DaMar Boyd at (517)
319-6862 or incometax@cityofeastlansing.com.

E A S T L A N S I N G P O L I C E D E PA R TM E N T

Dog Leash Ordinance Change, Increased Enforcement
At its meeting on Tuesday, Jan.
21, the East Lansing City Council
unanimously approved a new ordinance
that no longer permits the use of
electronic dog leashes in lieu of physical
leashes on public property in the East
Lansing community.

ordinance, owners are now required to
have their dog on a physical leash that
does not exceed eight feet in length in
all public spaces in the community,
including sidewalks, streets, parks
(excluding the Northern Tail Dog Park)
and other public property.

The ordinance amends the East Lansing
City Code to mirror the City’s preexisting regulation that only allows
for physical dog leashes to be used in
City parks. With approval of the new

“Requiring owners to use physical
leashes helps to protect the health and
safety of their pet and the public,”
said East Lansing Police Department
(ELPD) Deputy Chief Steve Gonzalez.

Over the past month, ELPD has been
making contact with dog owners to
educate them about the new ordinance
and to share with them their plan to
increase enforcement of the City’s leash
laws in response to a growing number
of complaints from residents. Leash law
fines for a first, second and third offense
are $25, $50 and $250 respectively.
Dog owners are also reminded that they
are required to clean up after their dogs
in public spaces per the City Code.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Foster Coffee Opens in
Downtown East Lansing
A new business is bringing the East Lansing community both students and year-round residents - together through
coffee. With locations in Owosso and Flint, Foster Coffee
Company opened its third location in downtown East
Lansing in fall 2019.
Not only is “Foster Community Through Coffee” its slogan,
it’s also the driving force behind the business. One way
Foster Coffee fosters community is through its partnerships
with local businesses, like Groovy Donuts and Stone Circle
Bakehouse. And when it comes to coffee, Foster Coffee roasts
all of its beans at its Owosso location and specializes in handcrafted drinks, including pour overs, espresso and lattes. The
local coffee shop also makes it syrups, almond milk and chai
tea in-house and offers smoothies, loose leaf teas, matcha and
milk alternatives, including oat and coconut milk. Whether
meeting a neighbor or studying, residents are encouraged to
experience the coffee and community at Foster Coffee.

FOSTER COFFEE
Address: 196 Albert Ave.
Website: fostercoffee.co
Phone: (517) 679-0303
Facebook: facebook.com/
fostercoffee
Hours:
Monday-Saturday, 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
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Improvements will be made to the White Park pond this summer/fall.

PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

An Update on Park
Improvement Projects
A number of exciting park improvement projects are
currently underway or will be underway soon in the City
of East Lansing.
The White Park Trail Extension and Natural Features
Enhancement Project began in early February and is
expected to be completed this fall. In addition to an
extension of the Northern Tier Trail through the park,
the project will include improvements to the park’s pond
and vernal pool, installation of an elevated boardwalk
adjacent to the vernal pool, interpretive/trailhead signs
and more. Project funding includes $469,000 in Ingham
County Trails and Parks Millage funding and a $300,000
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
grant from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.
The Bailey Park Improvement Project is expected to begin
in spring 2020 and should be completed this summer.
Improvements will include a new play structure, concrete
plaza, 10-foot concrete pathway around the park and
more. Project funding includes a $219,000 MNRTF
grant, a $69,400 Community Development Block Grant,
$25,000 from the Capital Area Housing Partnership and
$18,967 raised by the Bailey Community Association.
The Patriarche Park Ballfield Improvement Project
is expected to be completed by this spring and was
supported by a $50,000 MNRTF grant and income tax
funds. Also at Patriarche Park, a project to renovate the
pavilion and public restrooms is expected to be underway
by this fall or next spring. The City has received a
$300,000 MNRTF grant and also plans to use income tax
revenue for that project.
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PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Ballot Proposal for Potential Sale
of City-Owned Land to MSUFCU

dial g
CITY OF EAST LANSING NEWS AND EVENTS

East Lansing voters will see a proposal
on the March 10, 2020 Presidential
Primary Election ballot for the
potential sale of City-owned land to
Michigan State University Federal
Credit Union (MSUFCU) for
construction of a five- to eight-story
branch and innovation office space in
downtown East Lansing.

of the potential sale. A professional
appraisal firm has appraised the land
at $810,000, which would be used as
the purchase price. If the land sale is
authorized, MSUFCU could move
forward with the project; however,
it would still go through the City’s
normal approval process. The ballot
language is below:

The ballot proposal will ask voters
if the City should be able to sell
approximately 13,250 square feet of
City-owned land at the northwest
corner of the Albert-Abbot
intersection for construction of the
new MSUFCU commercial building.
Within the building, MSUFCU
is planning to have a branch office
on the ground level, a community
room and office space for various
MSUFCU operations, including
the expansion of the MSUFCU
Innovation and Education Center’s
internship program.

In order to allow Michigan State
University Federal Credit Union
(MSUFCU) to construct a five
to eight story commercial office
building, not to exceed a height
of 112 feet, which may include an
MSUFCU branch office, intern
center, office space, and a community
room that may be utilized to host
MSUFCU, MSU and non-profit
events, shall the East Lansing City
Council be authorized to sell for
Eight Hundred and Ten Thousand
Dollars ($810,000.00), as fair
market value determined by its
recent appraisal, approximately
13,250 square feet of City-owned
land at the NW corner of Albert
Avenue and Abbot Road, commonly
known as Parking Lot #4, to
MSUFCU?

The Abbot/Albert Avenue Parking
Lot, also referred to as Lot #4, is
currently located on the land and,
with the planned alignment of Albert
Avenue, additional land adjacent to
the lot would be included as a part

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

Did you know that the

MOBILE PAYMENT
OPTION

is available at any parking
meter or multi-space meter
machine in downtown East Lansing?
A preliminary concept rendering of the proposed MSUFCU branch and innovation office space is pictured
above. This is looking west toward Abbot Road from Albert Avenue.

Learn more: cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELPL to Host 9th Annual
Books, Bites & Bids
The East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950 Abbot Road,
will host its 9th Annual Books, Bites & Bids fundraising
celebration on Friday, April 17 from 5:30-9 p.m., with a
special presentation at 6:45 p.m.

Community members are pictured enjoying some “bites” at the 2019 Books, Bites &
Bids event at the East Lansing Public Library.

The 2020 event will include a silent auction; heavy hors
d’oeuvres from Grand Grillin’, Fire & Rice, Edible
Arrangements and other local restaurants; a giant pie from
Grand Traverse Pie Company; drinks; music; children’s
activities; and more. The silent auction will include a variety of
exciting items donated by businesses, organizations and library
patrons. A tax-deductible donation of $35 per individual and
$70 per couple/family is suggested. Community members can
RSVP and make donations ahead of time at www.elpl.org, or
donations can also be made at the door. All proceeds raised
at this year’s event will help ELPL develop an interactive
children’s garden, which will include a rain garden, a story
walk and programming. The Books, Bites & Bids event is
hosted annually in conjunction with National Library Week.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

An Update on ELPS Elementary School Construction
BY: Dori Leyko, ELPS Superintendent
The East Lansing Public Schools’
elementary building construction
projects are progressing on schedule!
New buildings on the Donley and
Glencairn (pictured) school sites
opened their doors to students in fall
2019. The new schools feature gradelevel classrooms, with adjoining small
group rooms for intervention and
enrichment, geothermal heating and
cooling systems, tons of natural light
and flexible seating for students.
New elementary buildings on the
Pinecrest and Whitehills sites are
currently in progress and will welcome
students in fall 2020. Pinecrest
Elementary students are currently
housed at Red Cedar Elementary
School, while Whitehills Elementary
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students are occupying the former
Donley building this school year.
The Marble Elementary School
population will move into the former
Donley building for the 2020-21
school year while a new building is
constructed on the Marble site. In
summer 2020, phase 2 renovations will
also be completed at Red Cedar and
will include new flooring, casework and
furniture. At the end of the 2019-20
school year, Red Cedar School will no
longer be used as a swing school and
will open in fall 2020 with preschool
and elementary programming.
These construction projects were made
possible by the approval of a $93.77
million bond proposal in May 2017 by
East Lansing voters and all work will be
completed in fall 2021.
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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

COUNCIL CORNER

Percent for Art Ordinance Brings
New Public Art to East Lansing

Council to
Begin Budget
Review Process

The City of East Lansing’s collection
of public art has grown significantly
over the past five years thanks to an
ordinance that was adopted in late 2014
with placemaking in mind.
Ordinance No. 1339, commonly
referred to as the Percent for Art
Ordinance, requires that one percent
of the budget (up to $25,000) for
new development projects in East
Lansing be used to fund public art
in the community. Developers can
choose to propose and commission an
approved public art piece on the site of
their development, donate public art
to the City or contribute funds to the
City’s Public Art Fund. The City also
contributes one percent of its capital
improvement budget each year to the
Public Art Fund.
To date, a total of 13 public art pieces
have been installed in the East Lansing
community thanks to the Percent for
Art Ordinance, including paintings,
murals, sculptures and a performing
arts space in the Liberty Hyde Bailey
Center. Of the 13 public art pieces that
have been installed, 12 of the pieces
were commissioned by developers and

one piece has been commissioned by
the City so far. The first public art piece
to be commissioned by the City using
Percent for Art funds was Dane Porter’s
“Lemongrass” sculpture (photo below
by Raymond Holt), which was unveiled
in Valley Court Park last summer.
Other examples of public art installed
in the City as a result of the ordinance
include, but are not limited to: the
“Reaction” sculpture by Mark Schentzel
adjacent to 565 E. Grand River Ave.,
the “Energy for Life” sculpture by
Jim Cunningham at the new East
Lansing Solar Park, the “Mezza Luna”
sculpture by Jeffery Laudenslager at the
Lake Trust Credit Union off of Lake
Lansing Road, an untitled mural by
Tiffany Klein on DTN Management’s
300 Grand building and three donated
paintings by artist Craig Cossey that are
located inside the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center.
“The Percent for Art program has been
successful in changing the landscape of
public art in East Lansing for the better
and it’s only the beginning,” said Art
Festival & Art Initiatives Coordinator
Heather Majano.

The City’s Fiscal Year 2021 budget
preparation and review process has
kicked off, with East Lansing’s Finance
staff working diligently to compile the
preliminary budget document. As a
part of the review process, interested
residents are invited to attend a series of
upcoming budget work sessions:
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 14 - 5 p.m.
General Overview, General
Fund, Income Tax Fund
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 21 - 5 p.m.
Community Development Block
Grant, Capital Improvements
Fund, Parking Fund
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 28 - 5 p.m.
Street Funds, Solid Waste Fund,
Utility Funds
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, May 12 - 5 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Fund, Parks
Capital Improvement Fund
The budget work sessions will take place
in Conference Room A of East Lansing
City Hall, 410 Abbot Road.
Additionally, there will be a public
hearing on the budget and tax rate at
Council’s regular meeting on Tuesday,
May 12 at 7 p.m. in Courtroom 2 of the
East Lansing 54B District Court.
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community events

Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
Crystal Awards
April 16

Aquatic Center Opens
May 30

Community members are invited
to the Crystal Awards community
reception, taking place at 5 p.m.
at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center, 819 Abbot
Road. Three to four unsung East
Lansing heroes will be honored.

The East Lansing Family Aquatic
Center will open its doors for the
2020 season on Saturday, May
30. Community members can
find hours, rates and more info
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
AquaticCenter.

Books, Bites & Bids
April 17

Recycle! East Lansing
May 30

Support the East Lansing Public
Library (ELPL) at this annual
fundraising event, featuring a
silent auction, food, drinks, music,
children’s activities and more. The
event will take place from 5:30-9
p.m. at ELPL, 950 Abbot Road.

Residents are invited to drop off
unwanted household items for
recycling, reuse or proper disposal.
This year’s event will take place
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Abbott
Center, 1400-1500 Abbot Road.
More info in the Curbside Journal.

East Lansing Art Festival
May 16-17

ELFM Opening Day
June 7

The 57th Annual East Lansing Art
Festival will bring approximately
180 artists, live music, children’s
activities, an artist demonstration
area and a food court to the heart
of downtown East Lansing. Learn
more at www.elartfest.com.

The East Lansing Farmers Market
will open for its 2020 season on
June 7. The market will be open
on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
in Valley Court Park through
the end of October. More info:
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket.

