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EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

General Election Information for East Lansing Voters
With the November 3, 2020 General
Election coming up, East Lansing
City Clerk staff are busy preparing for
Election Day and have expanded their
accessibility for East Lansing voters.

Community Center, 819 Abbot Road.
Similar to the Clerk’s main office
located inside East Lansing City Hall,
community members can register to
vote, vote early and turn in their voted
ballots at the satellite location. The
satellite office will be open Oct. 5-Nov.
3 and hours will be 9 a.m.-4 p.m. on
weekdays, with expanded hours the
weekend before the election and on

Election Day. Hours will be 8 a.m.-4
p.m. Oct. 31-Nov. 1 and 6 a.m.-8 p.m.
on Election Day.
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With an expected high turnout for
both early voting and same-day voter
registration on Election Day, an East
Lansing City Clerk satellite office has
been set up at the East Lansing Hannah

Voters are reminded that they have the
right to vote from home. If seeking to
vote from home, it is recommended that
new voters visit Michigan.gov/Vote
to register to vote online by Oct. 19.
Registered voters can also apply online
for an absentee ........ continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

Encouraging
Safety this Fall

Absentee voter ballots can be dropped off in the ballot drop box in City Hall’s north lot, 410 Abbot Road.

As we continue to address the
unprecedented challenges of the
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic, our efforts to encourage
safety in East Lansing are ongoing.
As many of you are aware, two local
orders were put into place late this
summer - one requiring masks to
be worn in all outdoor public areas
(in addition to indoors) within
the boundaries of the Downtown
Development Authority and one that
limits outdoor social gatherings to no
more than 25 people in parts of East
Lansing. Additional details about these
orders can be found on page 3.
With the return of a considerable
number of students to the community
this fall, one main concern has been
large social gatherings without safe
physical distancing or masks. The
East Lansing Police Department and
City leadership have been proactively
monitoring gatherings and reaching out
to students through an education-first
approach; however, it’s important to
note that violations are being tracked
and a course of enforcement is being
pursued for multiple offenses. While we
want everyone to feel welcome here, we
must all do our part to slow the spread
of this virus. The health and safety of
the East Lansing community depends
on all of us.
George Lahanas, East Lansing City
Manager
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ELECTION

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

voter (AV) ballot at Michigan.gov/
Vote. AV ballot return envelopes for
this election will be postage paid.
Once an AV ballot is received and
voted, it can be dropped off in the
ballot drop box in the north parking
lot of East Lansing City Hall, 410
Abbot Road, or it can be returned
in person to the City Clerk’s main

office or satellite office. It can also
be returned by mail; however, voters
are encouraged to allow at least two
weeks for it to be delivered by mail.
All AV ballots must be received by
the City Clerk’s office by 8 p.m. on
Election Day. Visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections
for additional election information.

EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

COVID-19 Safety Precautions in
Place for General Election
Similar to the Primary Election, the
East Lansing City Clerk’s office will
be implementing several COVID-19
safety precautions for the November
3, 2020 General Election. Safety
precautions that will be in place for
those who plan to vote in person on
Election Day will include:
• Cleaning of voting booths and
secrecy sleeves between voters.
• Plexiglass dividers between voters
and election workers.
• Hand sanitizer available at all
polling locations.
• A new pen for each voter (pens will
not be reused).

• Masks and face shields worn by all
election workers.
Voters will also be asked to keep at
least six feet of distance while waiting
in line and are strongly encouraged to
wear a mask.
Polls will be open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
and voters must show a picture i.d.
or sign an affidavit attesting they
are not in possession of a picture i.d.
before voting. Precinct 11 voters who
previously voted at the Burcham
Hills Retirement Community should
note that their polling location has
temporarily changed to the East
Lansing Hannah Community
Center, 819 Abbot Road.
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EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

Local Orders for Masks and Gatherings in East Lansing
Late this summer, two local orders were put into place to limit
the spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) in the East
Lansing community.

For more information, visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/staysafe.

East Lansing Mayor Aaron Stephens declared a City State
of Emergency in early August and issued an order requiring
that masks be worn in all outdoor public spaces within the
boundaries of the East Lansing Downtown Development
Authority (see map below). Under this local order and Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-153, masks are
required, with limited exceptions, in all public spaces within
the DDA district, both inside and outdoors (sidewalks, streets,
plazas, etc.). A violation of the order is a civil infraction
punishable by a fine of up to $25. Signs have been installed
at the entry points of the DDA district and a “We Have You
Covered” ambassador program has been launched, which
serves to encourage mask-wearing in the downtown during
times of anticipated high foot traffic. Masks are also required,
with limited exceptions, in all indoor public spaces and
crowded outdoor public spaces throughout the remainder of
the community per Executive Order 2020-153.

to no more than 25 people in some parts of East Lansing.
The restricted area stretches from the northern edge of the
MSU campus to Burcham Drive and is bounded by Harrison
Road to the west and Hagadorn Road to the east, including
properties adjacent to those streets (see map below). County
and City officials identified the area based on the frequency of
noise ordinance violations historically occurring in the area
due to large house parties. Those who disregard the order could
be subject to a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for
not more than six months and/or a fine of up to $200.
Outside of the restricted area, social gatherings are restricted to
100 people or less per Gov. Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020160, and indoor social gatherings are restricted to 10 people or
less throughout the entire City per Executive Order 2020-160.
Additional information about these orders is available at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/staysafe.

In mid August, Ingham County Health Officer Linda S.
Vail issued an emergency order restricting social gatherings

BE AWARE OF AND FOLLOW
Local Orders for Masks and Gatherings
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INDOORS AND OUTSIDE
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* INDOOR GATHERINGS ARE LIMITED TO NO

MORE THAN 10 PEOPLE ACROSS THE STATE
AND MASKS ARE ALSO REQUIRED IN ALL
INDOOR PUBLIC SPACES AND CROWDED
OUTDOOR PUBLIC SPACES THROUGHOUT
THE REST OF THE CITY.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Barrio Tacos Offers Unique
Dining Experience
Since opening in March 2020, Barrio Tacos has offered an
interactive, build-your-own taco experience for downtown
East Lansing customers. Owner Jake Hawley has been
expanding Barrio Tacos ever since the first location opened in
2012 in Tremont, Ohio, right outside downtown Cleveland.
Opening a location in East Lansing was a “no brainer” for
Hawley, making it the first location in Michigan and the
ninth location overall.
Unlike a traditional taco joint, Barrio Tacos offers a unique
dining experience for its guests by focusing on a premium
level of food and drinks. Barrio’s hand-crafted tacos are made
with fresh ingredients and the restaurant’s hand-crafted
cocktails are made with premium tequilas and whiskies.
Barrio Tacos also features a unique, art-driven space that
features hand-painted art on its walls and handmade décor.
Community members looking for a unique dining experience
are encouraged to dine in or order takeout from Barrio Tacos!

BARRIO TACOS
Address: 202 Albert Ave.
Website: barrio-tacos.com
Phone: (517) 679-0063
Facebook: facebook.com/barrio.
tacos
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 4 p.m.-12
a.m.; Friday and Saturday, 11-2 a.m.;
and Sunday, 11-12 a.m.
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The 2020 Crystal Awards recipients are pictured above with Councilmembers.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

City Honors Recipients
of 2020 Crystal Awards
At a small, physically distanced outdoor ceremony this
past July, East Lansing City Councilmembers were
pleased to honor the recipients of this year’s Crystal
Awards.
The Crystal Awards program is hosted annually by the
City Council and serves to honor individuals, businesses,
professionals, nonprofits and community groups that
have made an outstanding contribution to community
life in East Lansing. Crystal Awards nominations are
submitted by community members and then reviewed
by a community selection committee, with three to four
recipients selected and honored each year. While the
in-person community reception that typically takes place
in April was postponed this year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the event was re-envisioned to include a
small outdoor ceremony for the recipients, which was
livestreamed on the City’s Facebook and YouTube
accounts for community members to view and watch
back.
The 2020 recipients are Ginger Ogilvie, Meegan
Holland, Ralph Monsma and Konrad Hittner. These
exceptional community members have made tremendous
contributions to the community, from striving for safe
routes to school to active roles with their neighborhood
associations, support of local community events,
engagement with their local government and more.
Community members can visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/crystalawards to learn more
about this year’s recipients and submit nominations for
2021. It’s never too early to give a nod to an unsung East
Lansing hero!
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CIT Y MANAG E R

City Implements Racial Equity
and Inclusion Visioning Strategy

dial g
CITY OF EAST LANSING NEWS AND EVENTS

The City of East Lansing has begun
to implement a racial equity and
inclusion visioning strategy with
the goal of examining the steps that
need to be taken to change the City’s
overall organizational culture and
create a more inclusive, accepting and
welcoming community for all.
One important first step was the
selection of Elaine Hardy to serve
as the City’s first Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Administrator. In
this newly created position, Hardy
will coordinate and guide efforts
to define, understand, assess, foster
and cultivate diversity, equity and
inclusion for the City. She has
already formed an internal work
group made up of City employees
and is organizing an 18-month-long
Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion Training for the
East Lansing City Council and
all City staff, which will kick off
this fall. Among her many other
responsibilities in this new role,
Hardy will be building relationships
with diverse populations within the
community to promote diversity as
an essential and core element of the

City’s mission.
City leadership is also currently in
the process of hiring two new police
social workers to serve with the East
Lansing Police Department (ELPD).
These full-time civilians will be called
upon to provide crisis intervention,
conflict resolution, short-term
counseling and community outreach
to those in the community requiring
social services. They will work closely
with ELPD to provide support
services in a variety of situations,
including, but not limited to: family
or neighbor disputes, substance
abuse, home and health care and
housing accommodations. To meet
the expectations of the community,
ELPD has also expanded upon its deescalation training and is continuing
with its implicit bias and fair and
impartial policing training.
Additionally, the East Lansing City
Council has established a Study
Committee made up of various
community stakeholders who will
work over the next several months
to research and develop a framework
for a Police Oversight Commission.
There is much more to come.

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

THE HEALTH & SAFETY OF

EAST
LANSING
DEPENDS
ON US.
WEAR A FACE COVERING
WASH HANDS OFTEN
MAINTAIN PHYSICAL DISTANCE
FEEL SICK? STAY HOME

East Lansing City Manager George Lahanas has selected Elaine Hardy (pictured above) to serve as the City
of East Lansing’s first Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Administrator.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Emergency Rental and
Mortgage Assistance
In an effort to provide emergency support to income-eligible
East Lansing residents experiencing financial hardships as a
direct result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of East
Lansing has launched an Emergency Rental and Mortgage
Assistance Program.
Applicants meeting income eligibility requirements can
apply to receive grant assistance towards outstanding
rent or mortgage payments from as early as March 2020.
Individuals must reside within the City’s limits and provide
documentation of a COVID-19-related hardship, such as loss
of a job, decrease in work hours or an unexpected medical bill.
Funding for this program was provided by the U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban Development and
applicants will work directly with non-profit housing agency
Capital Area Housing Partnership (CAHP) to apply for
the funds. Application materials and program guidelines
are available at www.capitalareahousing.org. CAHP can be
contacted at (517) 332-4663 or info@capitalareahousing.org.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELPL Offering Curbside Services to Library Patrons
While the re-opening of the East
Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950
Abbot Road, is still unknown at this
time, ELPL staff have created a reopening plan that focuses on continued
safety during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.
Upon re-opening, a limit of 40 people
will be allowed in ELPL at a time and
patrons will be required to wear a mask
at all times. Additionally, the furniture
will be removed and patrons will be
asked to limit their visit to no more
than 30 minutes. ELPL will also have
limited hours, which will be announced
once finalized.
In the meantime, ELPL has begun
offering several curbside services.
Patrons can receive library items
by scheduling curbside pick-up
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appointments, which are offered
Tuesday through Friday from 12-6 p.m.
and can be made by contacting ELPL at
(517) 351-2420 or online at www.elpl.
org. Additionally, patrons can collect
items they’ve placed on hold by utilizing
the library’s new lockers, which are
located outside ELPL’s entrance.
ELPL has also begun offering weekly
grab-and-go craft kits for parents and
children, which consist of a paper bag
filled with the materials and directions
needed to complete a craft at home.
New craft kits are available every
Tuesday and can be picked up from the
curbside tables located outside ELPL
beginning at noon.
Learn more about ELPL’s current
offerings and apply for a library card
online at www.elpl.org.
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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

COUNCIL CORNER

An Update on East Lansing Park
Improvement Projects

City Council
Appoints New
Councilmembers

A number of exciting park improvement
projects have been completed or are
close to competition in the City of East
Lansing.
The Patriarche Park Baseball
Field Improvement Project has
been completed and includes four
upgraded baseball/softball fields. The
improvements also include new fencing,
accessible walkways, seating, trash and
recycling receptacles, bike loops and
more. This project was supported by a
$50,000 Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund (MNRTF) grant from
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and City income tax funds.
Also at Patriarche Park, a project to
renovate the pavilion and restrooms
is scheduled to begin this winter and
continue through spring 2021.
The Bailey Park Improvement Project
(pictured below) is nearing completion,
which includes the installation of a
community plaza, 10-foot concrete
pathway loop around the park, a shade
structure and a new play structure.
Two gardens that feature native,
pollinator-friendly landscaping have
also been installed. Various park

furnishings, including picnic tables,
benches and signage, are also scheduled
to be installed this fall. Funding
for this project included a $219,000
MNRTF grant, a $69,400 Community
Development Block Grant, $25,000
from the Capital Area Housing
Partnership and $18,967 raised by
the Bailey Community Association.
Also in the Bailey neighborhood, the
roof and soffits at the Orchard Street
Pumphouse have been replaced. These
improvements complete essential
maintenance needs on the structure.
The White Park Trail Extension and
Natural Features Enhancement Project
is also scheduled to be completed this
fall. Asphalt pathways and turnpike
trails have been installed, extending the
Northern Tier Trail through the park.
An elevated boardwalk overlooking
the park’s vernal pool has also been
installed and improvements to the
pond, including the fishing habitats and
pond erosion, will be completed soon.
The City received $469,000 in Ingham
County Trails and Parks Millage
funding and a $300,000 MNRTF grant
for this project.

Following the resignations of two
former Councilmembers this summer,
the East Lansing City Council
underwent a public appointment
process to fill the two Council
vacancies.
Ron Bacon and Dana Watson (pictured
above) were appointed from a pool of
23 high-caliber, qualified candidates
who applied for the positions, 13 of
which were selected to participate in
public interviews during two backto-back special, electronic meetings
that included opportunities for public
feedback.
Here is an excerpt from
Councilmember Watson’s application:
“I am a mother of three and I bring
experience as a co-parent, public
health worker and person of color. I
advocate passionately for those who are
underserved and underrepresented.”
And here is an excerpt from
Councilmember Bacon’s application:
“I have served the community in many
capacities and typically choose the areas
of the underserved. I truly believe that
all politics are local politics and much
of the change that we need must be
secured at the local level.”
The community can learn more about
Councilmembers Bacon and Watson
by viewing their Council bios at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/council.
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City Council
410 Abbot Road, (517) 319-6904
Mayor Aaron Stephens
Mayor Pro Tem Jessy Gregg
Councilmember Lisa Babcock
Councilmember Ron Bacon
Councilmember Dana Watson
City Manager George Lahanas

Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

East Lansing Farmers Market
Open Sundays through
the end of October
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

in Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court

Masks required. Limit shopping groups to no more than
two people and maintain six feet of physical distance from
others at all time. Please do not bring animals (excluding
service animals) or reusable bags and abide by all market
signs. Market visits should be kept simple and short and
all food should be consumed at home. Customers should
not attend the market if they are feeling ill.
Learn more about the market at www.cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

Bridge Card and Double Up
Food Bucks Accepted

