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E A S T L A N S I N G P O LI C E D E PA R TM E NT

ELPD Welcomes New Community Engagement Team
As a part of a re-envisioning strategy
for police services in East Lansing,
the East Lansing Police Department
(ELPD) recently formed a new ELPD
Community Engagement Team
consisting of non-sworn police social
workers and neighborhood resource
specialists.

Medina, both of whom began working
for ELPD in late 2020. Teunis and
Medina are working closely with
ELPD’s sworn police officers to provide
crisis intervention, conflict resolution,
short-term counseling and community
outreach to those in the community
requiring social services. They are
available to provide support services
to community members who may be

struggling with a mental health crisis,
substance abuse, housing instability
or traumas, such as sexual or physical
assault. Additionally, Teunis and
Medina will be providing in-house
training to ELPD’s sworn officers on
topics that can help the officers better
serve the community.
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

ELPD

COVID-19 Safety
Continues to be
Important

Team are four part-time
neighborhood resource specialists:
Tonya Williams, Sudesna Paul,
Yutaka Benson and Amanda
Volker. They will be working to
address quality of life issues in
the community, such as repeat
noise complaints, non-emergency
disputes among neighbors and other
issues. This group will also take on
important community engagement
roles with ELPD, serving as mask
ambassadors in the downtown and
serving as liaisons between ELPD
and neighborhood associations,
community groups and businesses.

While
distribution of
the COVID-19
vaccine has
begun in our
region, it remains
vitally important
for community
members to
continue to follow current COVID-19
public health orders and safety
measures until community immunity is
achieved.
As the weather warms up, we do want
to remind community members to keep
gatherings, both indoors and outdoors,
within the limits set by public health
officials and to design gatherings to
encourage and maintain physical
distancing.
It’s also important to remember that
masks continue to be required both
inside businesses and in outdoor public
spaces (sidewalks, streets, plazas,
etc.) in downtown East Lansing.
Community members can learn more
about the downtown mask order and
find other COVID-19 updates at
cityofeastlansing.com.
Better days are ahead, but we need to
remain vigilant for the time being. We
appreciate those of you who have done
your part to help reduce the spread
of COVID-19 in the East Lansing
community over the past year. We are
continuing to monitor the situation
and are making decisions with the best
interest of the community at heart.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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“The six individuals who make
up ELPD’s new Community
Engagement Team are going to be an
integral part of the strategic vision for
ELPD moving forward, which will
have a strong focus on communityoriented policing,” said East Lansing
Police Chief Kim Johnson. “We are

confident that this team is going
to enhance the services that ELPD
provides to the community.”
“This is an exciting new direction for
ELPD, with a greater emphasis on
outreach, assistance and education,”
said East Lansing City Manager
George Lahanas. “We are looking
forward to what this team will
accomplish while working in close
collaboration with our sworn officers.”

P U B L I C H E A LT H

Current Gathering Limits in the
City of East Lansing
With the weather warming up,
community members are reminded
that outdoor social gatherings are
currently limited to no more than 15
people in some parts of East Lansing
per an emergency order issued by
Ingham County Health Officer
Linda Vail.
The restricted area stretches from the
northern edge of the Michigan State
University campus to Burcham Drive
and is bounded by Harrison Road to
the west and Hagadorn Road to the
east, including properties adjacent to
those streets.
In all other areas of the community
outdoor residential gatherings are

limited to no more than 50 people
per the latest Gatherings and Face
Mask Order from the Michigan
Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS). Additionally,
indoor residential gatherings are
limited to no more than 15 people
from no more than three households
per the MDHHS order.
It’s important to note that these
were the gathering limits at the time
that this publication was printed
and they are subject to change. For
additional details and the latest
updates, community members can
visit hd.ingham.org/coronavirus or
michigan.gov/coronavirus.
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East Lansing Income Tax Filing Information for 2021
Community members are reminded that they will need to file
their East Lansing income tax returns as a part of the 2021 tax
filing season. Here are some frequently asked questions and
answers:
1.) Who needs to file? All East Lansing residents (whether they
work in the City or another community), non-residents who
work in East Lansing and corporations/partnerships that have
business activity in East Lansing.
2.) Where can I get forms? Forms are available at
cityofeastlansing.com/incometax. Paper copies are also
available at the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road. Forms can also be requested by sending an email to
incometax@cityofeastlansing.com.
3.) Where should completed forms be sent? Completed
forms should be sent to the City of East Lansing Income Tax
Processing Center, P.O. Box 526, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827. If
money is owed, payment should be included with the form.

Questions? Call (517) 319-6862 or Email
incometax@cityofeastlansing.com
The blue drop box outside of East Lansing City Hall, 410
Abbot Road, can also be used for dropping off returns.
4.) Can income tax returns be e-filed? At this time, East
Lansing income tax forms can be prepared through online
software programs, but cannot be e-filed. Forms must be
printed and mailed or dropped off.
5.) When are income tax returns due? Income tax returns are
due on April 30, 2021 (subject to change; see website).
6.) Do I need to make estimated quarterly payments for 2021?
If your tax liability is greater than $100, yes. The due date for
the first quarterly payment is April 30, 2021 (subject to change;
see website). Forms are available on the City’s website.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Emergency Rental and Mortgage Assistance Available
East Lansing residents are reminded
that the City of East Lansing launched
an Emergency Rental and Mortgage
Assistance Program in August 2020.
Income-eligible East Lansing residents
experiencing financial hardships
as a direct result of the COVID-19
pandemic can apply to receive up to
$5,000 in grant assistance towards
outstanding rent and mortgage
payments from as early as March
2020. Individuals must reside

within the City’s limits and provide
documentation of a COVID-19-related
hardship, such as loss of a job, a decrease
in work hours or an unexpected medical
bill.
Funding for this program was provided
by the U.S. Department of Housing
& Urban Development (HUD). As
a Community Development Block
Grant entitlement community, the City
of East Lansing received funds from
HUD to assist in the response to the

COVID-19 pandemic. The program
is being administered by non-profit
housing agency Capital Area Housing
Partnership (CAHP) and applicants
will work directly with CAHP to apply
for the funds. Application materials
and program guidelines, including
all eligibility criteria, are available at
capitalareahousing.org.
Community members can contact
CAHP at (517) 332-4663 or
assistance@capitalareahousing.org.
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Jolly Pumpkin Now Open
in Downtown East Lansing
Recently opening its doors in downtown East Lansing, Jolly
Pumpkin Café and Brewery is now serving its oak-aged brews
and artisan bites to the East Lansing community.
Ron and Laurie Jeffries founded Jolly Pumpkin Artisan
Ales in 2004 with the mission to create artisan-quality beer.
Brewed in Dexter, Mich., Jolly Pumpkin Artisan Ales is best
known for its sour beer, but no matter the brew, each beer
is made with simple ingredients and packed with complex
flavors. The Jeffries decided their wild brews deserved
food pairings to match and began opening Jolly Pumpkin
pubs and cafés, with a total of eight locations throughout
Michigan. Customers can pair their beers or cocktails with
granite-baked pizzas, sandwiches, salads and more, which
are made with ingredients from sustainable farmers, organic
growers and artisan producers. Community members
interested in artisan brews and food are encouraged to order
takeout/delivery or dine-in at this new East Lansing business!

JOLLY PUMPKIN
Address: 218 Albert Ave.
Website: east-lansing.jollypumpkin.com
Phone: (517) 858-2100
Facebook: facebook.com/
jollypumpkineastlansing
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 4-10 p.m.
Friday, 4-10:30 p.m.
Saturday, noon-10:30 p.m.
Sunday, noon-10 p.m.
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Improvements will be made to the pavilion and restrooms at the park.

PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

Improvement Project
at Patriarche Park
An exciting improvement project has begun at Patriarche
Park involving the renovation of the park’s pavilion and
public restrooms.
The project is being funded through a $300,000
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources as well as
dollars allocated from the City of East Lansing’s Income
Tax Fund.
The pavilion will be completely renovated, including
leveling the concrete floor, new lighting and cabinetry,
and a new roof and siding. Improvements and renovations
will also be made to the restrooms adjacent to the pavilion
and on the south side of the park. Both restrooms will
receive complete remodeling of the interiors and the
men’s and women’s restrooms on the south side will be
converted into four universal restrooms. As a part of the
restroom renovations, new roofs and water fountains will
also be installed.
Several improvements will be made with environmental
sustainability in mind as a part of the project, including
installation of low-flow plumbing fixtures, energy-efficient
electrical features, a solar array adjacent to the restrooms
on the south side that will meet the electrical needs of
that facility and installation of a rainwater catchment
system at the pavilion. Rainwater collected through this
new system will be used for the park’s landscaping.
The project is expected to be completed by the end of
June and the pavilion and restrooms will be closed to the
public throughout the duration of the project. Temporary
portable restrooms will be available to the public during
the closures.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Market Days Continue this Spring,
Summer in East Lansing
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Between the new East Lansing
Downtown Underground Market
and the upcoming East Lansing
Farmers Market, there are plenty of
opportunities still to come this year
for community members to stock up
on locally grown produce and locally
made products.
The East Lansing Downtown
Underground Market made its debut
in the lowest level of the M.A.C.
Avenue Garage, 310 M.A.C. Ave.
(under the East Lansing Marriott),
on Sunday, Feb. 14 and will continue
to be hosted every other Sunday
through early May. Upcoming market
days will take place on March 28,
April 11, April 25 and May 9 from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. The market serves to
enhance community life by bringing
customers, local growers, producers,
businesses and craft artisans together
in a safe space.
This new market is a part of the
“Daytime. Nighttime. Anytime. Place
Project” and is being hosted with a
main goal of increasing patronage of
downtown East Lansing businesses.
In addition to shopping at the
market, customers are encouraged

to support local businesses while out
and about in the downtown.
Masks and physical distancing are
required, and a number of other
COVID-19 safety protocols are
in place. Community members
planning to visit the market are
encouraged to visit cityofeastlansing.
com/undergroundmarket to learn
more about how to get to the market
and customer expectations.
The East Lansing Farmers Market
(ELFM) will make its return to
Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court,
on Sunday, June 6, with market days
hosted every Sunday from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. through Sunday, Oct. 31.
Similar to the East Lansing
Downtown Underground Market,
several COVID-19 safety protocols
are expected to be in place for the
start of the ELFM’s 2021 season.
Additional market details will be
provided at cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket leading up to opening
day, including customer expectations
during the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic and a list of the 2021
vendors.

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

PA R K I N G I N
D OW N TOW N
E AST L A N S I N G
• More than 3,200 public parking spaces
• Parking visits under
are

15 minutes

free in gated facilities

• Temporary free

parking and
curbside pickup at some
metered spaces

Learn more:
www.cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
(517) 337-1277
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

ELPL Re-Opens to the
Public on a Limited Basis
The East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950 Abbot Road, reopened to the public on a limited basis on Monday, March 1.
The library is currently open Monday-Thursday from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. and 5-8 p.m., Friday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and Saturday
from 1-5 p.m. The library is limited to grab-and-go services
and library visits are limited to 60 minutes per patron. There
are a limited number of computers available for use as well,
with a limit of one 60-minute session per user each day.
Masks are required at the library for ages 5 and up. Library
staff will retrieve materials for patrons who are unable to wear
a mask. For additional re-opening details and updates, visit
elpl.org.

Lilliana Majano picks out a book at the East Lansing Public Library, which reopened to the public on a limited basis on March 1, 2021.

While the library has re-opened, curbside pick-up services,
materials by mail and virtual programming are continuing
to be offered. Community members are encouraged to mark
their calendars for the 2021 Summer Reading Program,
which will kick off on Monday, June 7. Program details will be
posted on the library’s website.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In-Person Instruction Resumes at ELPS
BY: Dori Leyko, ELPS Superintendent
East Lansing Public Schools (ELPS)
opened its doors for in-person
instruction the week of March 1,
2021! Students have been learning
remotely since schools were closed in
March 2020. Elementary buildings
are providing in-person instruction
five days a week, while the middle and
high schools are offering in-person
instruction four days a week. Schools
are implementing all safety protocols to
comply with state guidance, including
required mask-wearing, distancing,
cohorting and daily health screening.
Approximately 60 percent of preschool
and elementary students have returned
for in-person instruction, with just
under 50 percent of middle school
students and about 40 percent of high
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school students returning this month.
There will be a second opportunity to
opt in to in-person in April. ELPS will
continue to offer online instruction
through the end of the school year. All
school staff had the opportunity to be
fully vaccinated before their return
thanks to the prioritization of pre-K-12
educators to receive the vaccine.
Through a grant-funded federal lunch
program, all students are eligible for free
breakfast and lunch for the remainder
of the school year. Elementary students
will eat lunch on site, while middle and
high school students will be offered
take-home bagged breakfasts and
lunches. The district is also still offering
its weekly meal box pickup every
Monday from noon-1 p.m. in the back
of East Lansing High School.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Place Project Serves to Support
Downtown East Lansing Businesses

Council to
Begin Budget
Review Process

In an effort to provide additional
support to downtown East Lansing
businesses during these challenging
times, the “Daytime. Nighttime.
Anytime. Place Project” was launched
in early 2021.
The project has included the activation
of several public spaces in the
downtown as well as programming
designed to provide community
members with opportunities to
socialize safely and engage in the local
economy. It is a part of a long-term
economic recovery strategy to address
some of the many social and economic
challenges presented by the COVID-19
pandemic.
As a part of the project, photo contests,
TikTok challenges, community art
exhibits, library events and the East
Lansing Downtown Underground
Market have been hosted, and enhanced
seating/dining options complete with
heaters and light installations have
been installed at several outdoor public
spaces in the downtown. A Downtown
Weekend Warrior Program was also
launched in partnership with the
East Lansing Rotary Club over the

winter, with Rotarians volunteering to
oversee several of the downtown dining
spaces, while also handing out masks,
hand warmers and hand sanitizer
to downtown visitors. Community
members can find details about ongoing
programming at downtownEL.com.
The Place Project was supported by a
successful community crowdfunding
campaign that raised $56,940 and
a $50,000 matching grant from the
Michigan Economic Development
Corporation (MEDC). Additionally,
the DDA contributed $75,000 and
the Lansing Board of Water & Light
(BWL) contributed $5,000 for the
project. The Place Project Champions
(donations of $5,000 or more) include
the DDA, MEDC, BWL, the City
of East Lansing, the East Lansing
Arts Commission, the East Lansing
Downtown Management Board, the
East Lansing Rotary Club, the Bailey
Neighborhood (in honor of the Bailey
Community Association) and the
East Lansing Responsible Hospitality
Council. For a list of all supporters, visit
cityofeastlansing.com/placeproject.

The City’s Fiscal Year 2022 budget
preparation and review process has
kicked off, and, as a part of East
Lansing City Council’s review of the
preliminary budget, residents can
participate in a series of upcoming
public meetings:
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 13 - 5 p.m.
General Overview, General
Fund, Income Tax Fund
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 20 - 5 p.m.
Community Development Block
Grant, Capital Improvements
Fund, Parking Fund
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 27 - 5 p.m.
Street Funds, Solid Waste Fund,
Utility Funds
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, May 11 - 5 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Fund, Parks
Capital Improvement Fund
Additionally, there will be public
hearings on the CDBG budget on April
27 and May 11 and a public hearing
on the budget and tax rate on May
11 at Council’s regular meetings at
7 p.m. These meetings will either be
held electronically or in person. Visit
cityofeastlansing.com/2022Budget for
meeting location updates and other
information.
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Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES
Local businesses have been impacted heavily by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Here are a few ways you can help:

• SHOP LOCALLY ONLINE OR IN PERSON

• ORDER TAKEOUT OR DELIVERY OR DINE-IN AT LOCAL RESTAURANTS

• BUY GIFT CARDS

• RATE BUSINESSES YOU LOVE WITH FIVE STARS

• LIKE AND SHARE SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

• IF VISITING BUSINESSES IN PERSON, BE SURE TO FOLLOW ALL COVID-19 SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE.

