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A NEWSLETTER FOR EAST LANSING RESIDENTS

EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

General Election Information for East Lansing Voters
With the November 2, 2021 General
Election just around the corner, the
East Lansing City Clerk’s Office is busy
preparing for Election Day.

an AV ballot is received and voted,
East Lansing voters can drop them off
in person at the City Clerk’s Office
or at one of four ballot drop boxes,
located at East Lansing City Hall, the
East Lansing Public Library, the East
Lansing Department of Public Works
and the MSU-CATA Transportation
Center. If mailing back a voted AV
ballot, please know the return envelope

includes pre-paid postage and that
allowing at least two weeks for delivery
is encouraged. All AV ballots must be
received by 8 p.m. on Election Day.
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Absentee voter (AV) ballot applications
are now available for registered voters to
request a ballot be sent to them via mail.
Voters can apply for an AV ballot online
at mi.gov/vote or request an application
from the City Clerk’s Office. Once

AV ballots will be available for inperson absentee voting by Sept. 20 at
the City Clerk’s office, 410 Abbot Road.
Hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5
p.m. The City Clerk’s Office will also,
once again, be ........ continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

Welcome to East
Lansing, Spartans

For additional election information, residents can visit cityofeastlansing.com/elections.

Welcome to East Lansing, Spartans!
Following an unprecedented 20202021 school year, we are pleased to
welcome students back to East Lansing
for what we’re hoping is a more
traditional school year. With that being
said, it’s important for us all to remain
cognizant of the COVID-19 pandemic
and continue to follow all current
public health guidance for the sake of
everyone’s health and safety.
As residents of East Lansing, we invite
students to get to know the community
and take advantage of all that it has
to offer. Students are encouraged to
pick up a free library card at the East
Lansing Public Library and venture to
the northern part of the community to
enjoy year-round, outdoor recreation on
the Northern Tier Trail. East Lansing’s
vibrant downtown has much to offer
to students as well, from local retail
shops to grocery stores, restaurants,
service businesses and more. Also
in the downtown, students will find
the bustling East Lansing Farmers
Market taking place every Sunday
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court
Park through the end of October.
For quick links to information about
these amenities as well as information
on voter registration, recycling, needto-know ordinances and more, visit
cityofeastlansing.com/students.
George Lahanas, East Lansing City
Manager
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(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

offering a satellite location for all East
Lansing voters on MSU’s campus.
The satellite office will open at Brody
Hall, 241 Brody Service Road, on
Monday, Oct. 4, with regular hours
offered Monday-Friday from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. (subject to change). Extended
hours leading up to Election Day at
both office locations will be Tuesday,
Oct. 26 and Wednesday, Oct. 27
from 5-8 p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 31
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Residents can
register to vote, vote early and turn in
voted ballots at both locations.

Voters can also register to vote or
update their voter registration online
through Oct. 18 at michigan.gov/
vote. After that, it must be done in
person at the City Clerk’s Office.
Polls will be open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
on Election Day for in-person voting
and voters must show a picture ID or
sign an affidavit attesting they are not
in possession of a picture ID before
voting. Precinct 11 voters will move
back to their original voting location
at the Burcham Hills Retirement
Community, 2700 Burcham Drive.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Save the Date for Upcoming
Community Events this Fall
Community members are encouraged
to save the date for upcoming fall
community events.
The 2021 MSU Homecoming Parade
is scheduled to take place on Friday,
Oct. 1 at 6 p.m. The parade will
begin at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center, 819 Abbot
Road, and travel down Abbot Road to
Grand River Avenue and into campus
at the Farm Lane entrance. For up-todate news on whether the parade will

be in-person and/or virtual this year,
visit alumni.msu.edu/homecoming.
The Great Pumpkin Walk is
scheduled to take place on Sunday,
Oct. 24 from 1-4 p.m. Families can
bring their costumed children to
downtown East Lansing to trick-ortreat with participating downtown
businesses. For more information
and updates on the Great Pumpkin
Walk, community members can visit
cityofeastlansing.com/halloween.
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EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

Voter Registration Maintenance a Priority for City Clerk
Voter registration maintenance continues to be a top priority
for the East Lansing City Clerk’s Office, with many recent
voter maintenance efforts taken on by the department.
Examples of some of those efforts are detailed below.
• The City of East Lansing had several voter registrations
canceled this year by the Michigan Bureau of Elections
through the National Voter Registration Act. This statewide
voter registration maintenance takes place after federal
elections and is not a random act of finding invalid voters. They
were part of a mandated “cancellation countdown,” involving
several steps that were followed at the City level, which resulted
in inactive voters being listed on the Inactive Voter File (IVF).
• The Clerk’s Office sent confirmation cards to voters
whose absentee voter ballot applications were returned as
undeliverable.
• The Clerk’s Office mailed new voter ID cards to all of
its current registered voters this year. This allowed voters to
have the most up-to-date information regarding their polling
location and district information. It also allowed for returned
cards to reach the Clerk’s Office with reliable new address
information provided by the U.S. Postal Service, which
resulted in cancellation re-notices to voters at new addresses.

Registered voters can verify their voter
information at michigan.gov/vote.
The cancellation notice allows for the voter to immediately
cancel their voter registration by responding with a postagepaid card or by going online. Otherwise, they remain on
the voter rolls in the IVF and go through the “cancellation
countdown” process. Federal law allows a voter at least two
general elections to either respond to the confirmation or
cancellation notice, or to engage in voting activity before being
canceled.
“Regular voter list maintenance is important to maintain
the integrity, security and completeness of our voter rolls.
Accurate lists also promote public confidence in elections,”
said East Lansing City Clerk Jennifer Shuster. “With a
significant college student population, East Lansing has
a uniquely high amount of transient voters. Therefore, we
will continue to meticulously follow federal law, and verify
permitted information, to systematically perform annual voter
registration maintenance.”

Welcome to East Lansing, Spartans!
Visit the student section of the City of East Lansing’s website to learn about:
-East Lansing Farmers Market

-East Lansing Public Library

-Parks and Recreational Amenities

-Transportation Options

-Voting in East Lansing

-Recycling in East Lansing

-Downtown East Lansing

-Community Events

-Need-to-Know Ordinances

www.cityofeastlansing.com/students
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

For Crêpe Sake Opens in
Downtown East Lansing
Since opening in March 2021, For Crêpe Sake has offered a
taste of France to downtown East Lansing customers with its
delectable, gourmet crepes. Owners Gina and Mike Mudrey
opened For Crêpe Sake in 2014 in the City of Lansing
before setting their eyes on East Lansing’s vibrant, walkable
community for their latest location.
While crepes are the focal point of For Crêpe Sake’s menu,
the restaurant also offers Belgian waffles, handcrafted
espresso drinks, fruit smoothies and French and Italian
sodas. Nearly all of For Crêpe Sake’s menu items are made
from scratch, including the wide selection of sweet and
savory crepes, which are spun to perfection on steaming
hot griddles. Community members looking to indulge or
experience a taste of France are encouraged to add For Crêpe
Sake to their list of places to try for dine-in, takeout or event
catering.

A groundbreaking event for MSUFCU’s new building took place in July 2021.

DOWNTOWN EAST L ANSING

MSUFCU Breaks Ground
on New Building
This past July, a groundbreaking event was held for
Michigan State University Federal Credit Union’s
(MSUFCU) new building in downtown East Lansing.
Construction of the building is now underway, with
site work beginning this summer and an estimated
completion by spring 2023. The building is being
constructed on the former Abbot/Albert Avenue Parking
Lot located on the northwest corner of the AbbotAlbert intersection. The City’s sale of the parking lot for
MSUFCU’s project was approved by voters in March
2020.

FOR CRÊPE SAKE
Address: 211 M.A.C. Ave.
Website: forcrepesake.com
Phone: (517) 721-1251
Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday,
8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday,
8 a.m.-3 p.m. and 5-9 p.m.; and
Sunday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Closed on
Monday
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At completion, the new building will stand at 107 feet
tall, with seven stories, and will include a Credit Union
branch (the branch on Grand River Avenue will be
relocated to the new space), an ATM, three floors of
MSUFCU office space, the opportunity for up to two
floors of leased office space and a community room,
available for nonprofit organizations and MSUFCU’s
partners.
“This exciting project is going to create new jobs and
significantly increase the patronage of local businesses,
with MSUFCU planning to eventually bring more than
750 year-round employees to the downtown,” said East
Lansing City Manager George Lahanas. “We are looking
forward to celebrating the project’s completion.”
During the building’s construction, East Lansing
Planning, Building & Development staff will be
sending and posting periodic construction updates
for the community. Community members can visit
EastLansingBuzz.org to find the latest updates and sign
up to receive e-blasts and text alerts.
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DOWNTOWN EAST L ANSING

Placemaking Efforts Continue in
Downtown East Lansing
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The “Daytime. Nighttime. Anytime.
Place Project” (Place Project) team is
continuing with placemaking efforts
in downtown East Lansing following
a successful summer of programming
centered around the pilot Albert EL
Fresco pedestrian space.
Much of the public infrastructure
that had been located in the Albert
EL Fresco pedestrian space has
found a new home in the new
Habitrail Hangout, located on the
north side of the Division Street
Garage along Albert Avenue. This
latest public space activated by
the Place Project team features
picnic tables, Adirondack chairs,
hammocks, newly installed parklets,
light installations, hanging plants
and other amenities. Additionally,
several reproductions of artworks
from the MSU Broad Art Museum’s
permanent collection have been
installed in the art panels located
within the space, with a different
set of artworks set to be installed
on a rotating basis. The newest set
of reproductions are scheduled to
be installed in early October. The
second installment of the “Life is

a Groovy Opportunity” public art
mural is also located adjacent to the
space, which was conceptualized
and painted over the summer by a
group of MSU professors, recent
graduates and students. This mural
project is a collaborative effort funded
by the East Lansing Downtown
Development Authority and MSU,
with future installments planned in
the years to come.
“The Habitrail Hangout is a colorful,
lively space for community members
to take advantage of this fall. It’s
a great spot for enjoying takeout
or coffee from local businesses,”
said East Lansing Community
& Economic Development
Administrator Adam Cummins.
The Place Project team is also excited
to be partnering with the MSU Broad
Art Museum to bring the museum’s
annual Drawing Marathon to the
downtown this fall. The Drawing
Marathon is scheduled for Sept.
30 and, subject to City Council’s
approval, it will be expanded to
include the pedestrian alley in the
500 block of Grand River Avenue.
Visit downtownEL.com for details.

@
Be in-the-know about City of
East Lansing news and events
by signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

2021

East Lansing
Community
Photo Contest
Submit up to five photos taken in East Lansing
for a chance to win some great prizes!

1st Place:
$150 Downtown East Lansing eGift Card
2nd Place:
$100 Downtown East Lansing eGift Card
3rd Place:
$50 Downtown East Lansing eGift Card
10 Honorable Mentions:
$10 Downtown East Lansing eGift Card
Downtown Category*:
$100 Downtown East Lansing
parking voucher.

*Submit your best photos of downtown
East Lansing to win in this category!

The Habitrail Hangout is located on the north side of the Division Street Garage along Albert Avenue. It is the
Place Project team’s latest public space activation in downtown East Lansing.

Submit photos by Oct. 17 at
cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest.
Sponsored by the “Daytime. Nighttime. Anytime. Place Project”
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54B DISTRICT COURT

New Judge Appointed to
54B District Court
This past August, a new East Lansing 54B District Court
judge took her seat on the bench.
Following the retirement of Judge Andrea Andrews Larkin
this past June, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer appointed Molly
E. Hennessey Greenwalt to the 54B District Court to fill a
partial term that expires on January 1, 2023. Judge Hennessey
Greenwalt formerly served as a commissioner with the
Michigan Supreme Court, as an assistant prosecuting attorney
for Ingham County and as a law clerk with the Michigan
Supreme Court and Abood Law Firm. She earned her law
degree from the Michigan State University College of Law
and she holds a Bachelor of Arts from Boston College and a
Master of Arts in English from the University of Wisconsin.
“This is an exciting time to be a judge,” said Judge Hennessey
Greenwalt. “I’m honored by the Governor’s trust and I look
forward to serving the people of East Lansing.”
Judge Hennessey Greenwalt lives in East Lansing with her
husband, Kyle, and their three children.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Site and Facility Improvements Taking Place at ELPL
A number of exciting site and facility
improvements are currently underway
at the East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL), 950 Abbot Road.
The site improvements are taking
place in two phases, with phase one
consisting of replacing and regrading
portions of the sidewalk located
outside the library. This includes the
sidewalk from the south ramp to just
past the main entrance, including the
front steps. Additionally, the drive to
the book dropoff and the parking lot
located on the south side of the building
will be resurfaced. Phase one has also
included removal of three trees outside
of ELPL, which have been impeding on
the building for several years and will be
replaced with native tree species.
During the second phase of site
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improvements, an interactive children’s
garden will be installed in front of the
library.
The library’s facility improvements
include upgrading several of its aging
infrastructure systems, such as its
electrical panels and HVAC units.
Library patrons are advised that the
facility improvements will disrupt
some of the library’s public spaces.
Additionally, while the sidewalk is
under construction, ELPL’s main
entrance will be relocated to the door
on the north end of the library and the
drive to the book dropoff will be closed
to drive-thru traffic. ELPL will remain
open throughout the duration of the
improvements, which are estimated to
be completed in November 2021. Visit
elpl.org for more information.
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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

An Update on East Lansing Parks &
Recreation Improvement Projects
Several exciting park improvement
projects are currently underway or are
nearing completion in the City of East
Lansing.
The pavilion and restroom improvement
project at Patriarche Park is in its final
stages and is expected to be completed
in early September. The improvements
to the pavilion include installing
new lighting and cabinetry, replacing
the roof and siding and leveling the
concrete floor. Several improvements
are also being made to the park’s public
restrooms, including remodeling the
interiors of both restroom buildings
and converting the men’s and women’s
restrooms on the south side to four
gender neutral restrooms. A solar array
is also being installed adjacent to the
restrooms, which will provide electricity
to the facility.
Funding for this project was provided
by a $300,000 Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund Grant from
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources as well as dollars allocated
for parks and recreation infrastructure
improvements from the City of East
Lansing’s Income Tax Fund.

Additionally, pedestrian bridges are
currently being installed to connect
Riveria Drive and Colorado Drive to
the Northern Tier Trail. The bridges
are being fully funded through an
$862,480 Ingham County Trails
and Parks Millage allocation and are
expected to be completed by the end of
September.
At the East Lansing Family Aquatic
Center (ELFAC), several facility
improvements have been completed
in preparation for the 2022 summer
season. The facility’s sand play area has
been converted to an all-grass play area
and the water slides have been repaired
and repainted. Several improvements
are also scheduled to begin this fall,
including resurfacing of the bathroom
floors and repairing the concrete around
the pool deck. Additionally, a new pool
liner will be installed in spring 2022.
The ELFAC is expected to open on
time for its summer 2022 season.
The improvements at the facility are
being funded with dollars allocated
for parks and recreation infrastructure
improvements from the City’s Income
Tax Fund.

PLANNING, BUILDING
& DEVELOPMENT

East Lansing
Housing Study
Update

In April 2021, East Lansing City
Council reviewed the data portion of a
draft comprehensive housing study for
the City of East Lansing and directed
staff to review the study with the East
Lansing Planning Commission and
East Lansing Housing Commission.
Staff and the consultant team,
LandUseUSA | Urban Strategies and
CIB Planning, have been working
to finalize the study, complete with
a new strategic plan. It is expected
that the review will be ready for
Council’s consideration this fall. A
draft of the strategic plan is expected
to be published in September, with a
special joint meeting of the Planning
Commission and Housing Commission
to review it scheduled for 6 p.m.
on Wednesday, Sept. 22 at the East
Lansing Hannah Community Center.
Staff anticipates that major priorities,
objectives and tactics will be included
in the plan, which can be implemented
after it is approved by Council.
A website has been set up with
numerous background documents
and recent drafts: cityofeastlansing.
com/housingstudy. It will continue
to be updated as new documents are
published. The public is encouraged
to review the documents and provide
any feedback regarding the future of
housing in East Lansing by using the
feedback form available on the webpage.

page 7

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
E. LANSING, MI
PERMIT NO. 75

City Council
410 Abbot Road, (517) 319-6904
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Councilmember Shanna Draheim
City Manager George Lahanas

Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter and Council Meeting Recaps.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

East Lansing Farmers Market
Open Sundays through the end of October
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Valley Court Park,
280 Valley Court

Save the date for Autumn Fest on Sunday, Oct. 17!
Learn more about the market at cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

