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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

East Lansing’s Public Art Collection Continues to Grow
The City of East Lansing’s public art
collection is continuing to grow, with
several new pieces of public art installed
over the past year and several in the
works for 2022.

the second installation of the “Life is
a Groovy Opportunity” mural, which
was conceptualized and painted by
MSU professors, students and graduates
on the north-facing wall of downtown
East Lansing’s Division Street Parking
Garage. Also in 2021, six new pieces of
public art were installed at the Burcham
Hills Retirement Community and a
new, MSU-themed mural was painted

by Detroit-based artist Jacob Dwyer at
The Graduate East Lansing.
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Last year’s additions to East Lansing’s
public art landscape included the new
“Greetings from East Lansing” public
art mural by the Greetings Tour,
located at The Roadhouse Pub, and

In 2022, community members can look
forward to the installation of another
new mural by Detroit-based artist
Ndubisi Okoye, which will honor Dr.
Robert Green’s long struggle for civil
rights. Okoye’s mural is slated to be
painted prior to the East Lansing Art
Festival (ELAF) ..... continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

Enjoy Downtown
East Lansing this
Spring, Summer
This spring
and summer,
downtown
East Lansing
will be home
to a number of
fun festivals,
placemaking
activities and
events that community members won’t
want to miss.
We are particularly excited to share that
Albert EL Fresco will be making its
return to downtown this spring (date
TBA) along Albert Avenue, between
Abbot Road and M.A.C. Avenue. The
roadway will, once again, be closed to
traffic and converted into a pedestrianfriendly area with outdoor seating
and tables, rocking chairs, hammocks,
decorative lighting and shade amenities.
There will also be a variety of events
and programming in and adjacent to
the space, including live music, game
nights and outdoor yoga. Additionally,
community members can look forward
to the East Lansing Art Festival, taking
place May 21-22; the Summer Solstice
Jazz Festival, taking place June 17-18;
the East Lansing Summer Concert
Series; and several other downtown
events. Community members are
encouraged to keep an eye on the City’s
website, cityofeastlansing.com, for event
updates. Community members are
also encouraged to continue showing
support for local businesses while out
and about in the downtown this spring
and summer.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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A rendering of the Dr. Robert Green mural by Ndubisi Okoye, coming to downtown East Lansing this spring.

PUBLIC ART

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

above the entrance to the Albert
Avenue Parking Garage in downtown.
The third installation of the “Life
is a Groovy Opportunity” mural
is also slated to be completed prior
to the ELAF at the Division Street
Garage. Additionally, local muralist
Dustin Hunt will be painting a new
mural on the northwest wall of the

East Lansing Public Library this
fall to accompany a new interactive
children’s garden, also slated to be
installed this year. Most of East
Lansing’s new public art has been
made possible by the Percent for Art
ordinance, while MSU and the East
Lansing DDA have funded the “Life
is a Groovy Opportunity” project.

PUBLIC WORKS

Basement Backup Protection
Program Launches
The City of East Lansing has officially
launched the Property Owner
Assistance Program for Basement
Backup Protection, which is designed
to financially assist East Lansing
property owners in reducing the
potential for sewer backups in their
basements.
The program has been made
possible by American Rescue Plan
Act funding allocated to the City
and will be available through June
30, 2024, or until all allocated
funds are expended. In the event
that demand exceeds funding,
the City may consider allocating
additional funding to the program.

Through the program, East Lansing
property owners can apply to receive
a full or partial reimbursement
for the installation of a backflow
prevention valve or equivalent private
infrastructure by a licensed plumber
or contractor. The program is also
being offered retroactively to property
owners who have already hired a
licensed plumber/contractor to have
this work done, as long as the work
was completed on or after March 3,
2021 and meets all eligibility and
application requirements. Property
owners can learn more about
the program and how to apply at
cityofeastlansing.com/BBP.
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City of East Lansing Income Tax Filing Information
Community members are reminded that they will need to file
their East Lansing income tax returns as a part of the current
tax filing season. Here are some frequently asked questions:
1.) Who needs to file? All East Lansing residents (whether they
work in the City or another community), non-residents who
work in East Lansing and corporations/partnerships that have
business activity in East Lansing.
2.) Where can I get forms? Forms are available at
cityofeastlansing.com/incometax. Paper copies are also
available at the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road. Forms can also be requested by sending an email to
incometax@cityofeastlansing.com.
3.) Where should completed forms be sent? Completed
forms should be sent to the City of East Lansing Income Tax
Processing Center, P.O. Box 526, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827. If
money is owed, payment should be included with the form.
The blue drop box outside of East Lansing City Hall, 410

Questions? Call (517) 319-6862 or Email
incometax@cityofeastlansing.com
Abbot Road, can also be used for dropping off returns.
4.) Can income tax returns be e-filed? If returns are prepared
by an income tax professional, their software may be able to
e-file on a taxpayer’s behalf. All other taxpayers, including
those using at-home tax preparation software, cannot e-file at
this time. Forms must be printed and mailed or dropped off.
5.) When are income tax returns due? Income tax returns are
due on May 2, 2022.
6.) Do I need to make estimated quarterly payments for 2022?
If your tax liability is greater than $100, yes. The due date for
the first quarterly payment is May 2, 2022. The estimated
payment forms are available on the City’s website.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

East Lansing Art Festival to Take Place May 21-22
Community members are encouraged
to mark their calendars for the East
Lansing Art Festival (ELAF), which
will be taking place May 21-22 in
downtown East Lansing. Festival hours
will be from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. on Saturday,
May 21 and 10 a.m.-5p.m. on Sunday,
May 22.
This year’s festival will feature
approximately 180 to 200 artists
and emerging artists from across the
United States and Canada as well as

live musical performances, food trucks
and an artist demonstration area. The
artist demonstration area will include
several hands-on arts activities for
community members of all ages to
enjoy as well as pottery demonstrations
and poetry readings from the ELAF’s
annual Poetry Journal. New this year,
there will also be a larger-than-life
floral installation by Sparrow Bloom
Co. onsite at the festival and Haptix
Studio will be bringing a 3D digital art

demonstration to the festival site, which
will be created by area students using
Tilt Brush technology.
Community members can visit
elartfest.com as the festival draws
closer to view the lineups for exhibiting
artists, musical performers, food trucks
and more. The festival organizers are
also in need of community volunteers
for this year’s event. Consider
signing up to be a volunteer at
elartfest.com/volunteersnew.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

DBN Boutique Opens in
Downtown East Lansing
A sassy, classy and trendy boutique has opened its doors in
downtown East Lansing. DBN Boutique, which stands for
“Dazzled by Ny,” was opened by Michigan State University
student Onylah Taggart in October 2021.
DBN Boutique offers merchandise for all women for any
season of the year, with the target clientele being Black
women in the community. The store offers a variety of
stylish pieces, including tops, bottoms, jumpsuits, rompers,
dresses and outerwear. Shoppers can also accessorize by
shopping the boutique’s collection of jewelry, socks, tights,
purses and sunglasses. Additionally, Taggart partnered with
close friend and eyelash technician Rakala Todd to bring
eyelash extension services to the downtown. Todd operates
her business within DBN Boutique every Tuesday through
Saturday, where she offers certified services and eyelash
products. Community members are encouraged to check out
DBN Boutique, in person or online, today!

Scholarships are available for several youth classes, including kids power karate.

PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

Scholarships Available
for ELPRA Activities
Youth and adult scholarships are currently available for
eligible East Lansing residents seeking to participate in
activities offered by the East Lansing Department of
Parks, Recreation & Arts (ELPRA). Scholarships are
provided based on federal household income guidelines.
Examples of upcoming youth activities in which
scholarships can be used include swimming, t-ball,
baseball, youth art and dance, summer drama camps,
children’s theater, taekwondo, little ninjas and kids power
karate. Adult scholarships are available for yoga classes,
Zumba and ELPRA’s adult dance classes. To learn more
and apply, call (517) 333-2580 ext. 0 or visit the East
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road.

DBN BOUTIQUE
Address: 301 M.A.C. Ave., Ste. 107
Website: dbnboutique.com
Phone: (313) 423-2846
Facebook: facebook.com/dbnboutique
Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday, noon-8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
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Nominate an Unsung
Hero for a Crystal Award
The City of East Lansing is now accepting nominations
for the 2022 Crystal Awards, an annual program that
honors individuals, businesses, professionals, nonprofits
and community groups that have made an outstanding
contribution to community life in East Lansing.
Community members can submit nominations online at
cityofeastlansing.com/crystalawards through April 7. All
nominations will be reviewed by a community selection
committee and four recipients will be selected and
honored at a community reception in June.
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PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Update on MSUFCU, TechSmith
Projects in East Lansing

dial g
CITY OF EAST LANSING NEWS AND EVENTS

Last summer, City of East
Lansing leadership joined in the
groundbreaking celebrations for
two exciting, new office building
projects in East Lansing, with
construction commencing soon after
the ceremonial events.
Construction of the new, two-story,
62,000-square-foot headquarters
facility for TechSmith is currently on
target to be completed this summer,
with staff expected to move into the
building by August 2022. Two of
the four phases of the project have
been finished to date and, once fully
completed, the building will feature
everything from team rooms to
large meeting rooms, an extra large
conference room, exterior patios,
a fitness space, a cafe, an interior
walking trail for employees and more.
The exterior of the building will
reflect the technology of the company
with mainly reflective glass and metal
panels.
The building represents the first
project at Michigan State University’s
Spartan Village Innovation District
and it is expected that 30 additional
full-time positions will be created

across the business as a result of the
project. The project will bring new
talent opportunities to the East
Lansing-MSU community.
In downtown East Lansing,
construction of Michigan State
University Federal Credit Union’s
(MSUFCU) new, seven-story,
87,822-square-foot office building
recently went vertical, with an
estimated completion by spring
2023. At completion, the project
will feature an MSUFCU Branch
Credit Union on the ground floor,
a community space, general office
space, tenant spaces for lease and
related support and service spaces.
The project is being built where
the former Abbot/Albert Avenue
Parking Lot was previously located at
the northwest corner of the AbbotAlbert intersection. The construction
site recently received a pop of color
with the installation of new, vibrant
fence panels featuring the artwork
of local K-12 students. Community
members can sign up to receive
email updates and text alerts for the
MSUFCU project’s construction at
eastlansingbuzz.org.

@
Be in-the-know on City of East
Lansing news and events by
signing up for the bi-weekly
Dialog E-Newsletter and
East Lansing City Council
meeting recaps.
Community members can
sign up for both at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.

PA R K I N G I N
D OW N TOW N
E AST L A N S I N G
• More than 3,200 public parking spaces
• Parking visits under
are

15 minutes

free in gated facilities

• Temporary free

parking and
curbside pickup at some
metered spaces

Learn more:
cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown
(517) 337-1277
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East Lansing Farmers
Market Returns this June
The East Lansing Farmers Market (ELFM) will make its
return to Valley Court Park, 280 Valley Court, this June for
its 2022 season. Market days will take place June 5-Oct. 30 on
Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
The ELFM offers a diverse selection of Michigan produce
and products and is just steps away from several local
neighborhoods, the MSU campus and downtown East
Lansing. The market is known for its inviting, open-air park
setting and 100 percent homegrown fare. Additionally, the
market features live musical performances each week from 10
a.m.- noon and noon-2 p.m.

Amanda Defrees of 517 Coffee Company, an East Lansing Farmers Market vendor,
holds up farm-grown, fresh-cut sunflowers purchased from another market vendor.

Community members are encouraged to mark their calendars
for several special events taking place throughout the
2022 season, including Opening Day on June 5, Spartan
Appreciation Day on Sept. 19 and Autumn Fest on Oct. 16.
On Opening Day, the first 100 customers to visit the market
will receive an ELFM tote bag. Learn more about the ELFM
and the 2022 season at cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ELHS Principal Andrew Wells to Retire this June
BY: Dori Leyko, ELPS Superintendent
June 17, 2022 will mark the last day of
school for East Lansing High School
(ELHS) Principal Andrew Wells, as he
will be retiring at the end of the school
year.
Mr. Wells has worked within the East
Lansing Public School (ELPS) district
for 33 years in various capacities,
including as a community liaison
officer, coach, the director of athletics,
principal of Whitehills Elementary
School, principal of Glencairn
Elementary School and, for the past
five years, as the principal of ELHS. At
both Whitehills Elementary School
and Glencairn Elementary School, Mr.
Wells served as the first Black principal.
Additionally, Mr. Wells was a recipient
of a 2021 East Lansing Crystal Award
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and is a member of the ELHS Athletic
Hall of Fame - Class of 1976.
“Mr. Wells has dedicated his life to
building up and improving the lives
of students in East Lansing. He has
been a strong advocate for all students
throughout his career and will be
greatly missed by many, “ said ELPS
Superintendent Dori Leyko. “The
students will certainly miss his smile
and morning fist bumps.”
A community open house to celebrate
Mr. Wells’ retirement is being planned
and will be communicated once it is
scheduled.
“We know that Mr. Wells has touched
the lives of so many individuals and
we plan to invite everyone in to
congratulate him,” said Leyko.

East Lansing High School Principal Andrew Wells will
be retiring this June following 33 years with ELPS.
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COUNCIL CORNER

Update on Parks and Trails Projects
in East Lansing

Council to
Begin Budget
Review Process

The East Lansing Department of Parks,
Recreation and Arts is gearing up for
another year of exciting park and trail
improvements, with some projects
wrapping up and others slated to begin
soon.
Improvements at the East Lansing
Family Aquatic Center (ELFAC) are
nearing completion, with the ELFAC
scheduled to open on time for its 2022
summer season. The ELFAC underwent
several improvements to update the
facility, including installing a new water
feature and pool liner, upgrading the
sand play area to an all-grass recreation
area, refurbishing the water slides and
more. The improvements were funded
with dollars allocated from the City of
East Lansing’s Income Tax Fund.
The Patriarche Park Sports Court
Reconstruction Project is scheduled to
begin this June, with completion of the
project expected by this fall. The scope
of this exciting, new project includes
reconstructing the existing pickleball,
tennis and basketball courts and
converting them into 10 new pickleball
courts, one new tennis court and one
new, full-sized basketball court with

six hoops. Various park furnishings,
including picnic tables, benches and
signage, will also be installed. The
project is being funded through a
$300,000 Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund Grant, $300,000 allocated
from the City of East Lansing’s Income
Tax Fund and $100,000 raised by the
Patriarche Park Pickleball Association,
including $50,000 in community
donated funds and a $50,000
matching grant from the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation.
Community members are advised that
the courts won’t be available for public
use during the project.
The Northern Tier Trail Repair and
Reconstruction Project is also scheduled
to begin in June and is anticipated to be
completed this fall. The project involves
crack sealing along most of the trail and
reconstruction between the bridge to
the East Lansing Soccer Complex and
the bridge to Abbey Road. A portion of
this trail section will then be relocated
through Abbot Road Park. The City
received $300,000 in Ingham County
Trails and Parks Millage funding for
this project.

As a part of East Lansing City Council’s
review of the City of East Lansing’s
preliminary Fiscal Year 2023 Budget,
residents can participate in a series of
upcoming public meetings (meeting
dates/times subject to change):
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 5 - 5 p.m.
General Fund, Income Tax Fund
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 12 - 5 p.m.
General Fund continued
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, April 19 - 5 p.m.
CDBG, Capital Improvements
Fund, Parking
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, May 10 - 5 p.m.
Street Funds, Solid Waste Fund,
Utility Funds
• Budget Work Session
Tuesday, May 17 - 5 p.m.
Parks and Recreation Fund,
Parks CIP Fund
There will also be public hearings on the
CDBG budget on April 19 and May 10
and a public hearing on the budget and
tax rate on May 10 at Council’s regular
meetings at 7 p.m.
All meetings will take place at the East
Lansing Hannah Community Center,
819 Abbot Road. Learn more at
cityofeastlansing.com/budget.
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Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

!
g
n
i
r
i
H
e
’r

We

The City of East Lansing currently has
several full-time, part-time and seasonal
job openings, including:
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• Police Officers
• Police Cadets
• Adult School Crossing Guards
• Parking Ambassadors
• Aquatic Center Lifeguards, Slide Operators
and Customer Service Assistants
• Before & After School Child Care Aide,
School Age Site Leader
• and more!

Learn more and apply at cityofeastlansing.com/jobs.

