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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

East Lansing Farmers Market Returns for 2022 Season
The East Lansing Farmers Market
(ELFM) officially opened for its 2022
season on Sunday, June 5 with the
ceremonial ringing of the market bell by
East Lansing Mayor Ron Bacon and a
giveaway of reusable market bags to the
first 100 customers.
The 2022 market season will continue
through the end of October on Sundays
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court

Park, 280 Valley Court, providing a
weekly opportunity for community
members to shop for local produce and
products in an inviting, open-air park
setting.
In addition to the Opening Day
festivities, several other special
events are planned throughout the
2022 season, including a Juneteenth
Celebration on Sunday, June 19; a Parks

& Recreation Day on Sunday, July 17;
Spartan Appreciation Day on Sunday,
Sept. 18; and Autumn Fest on Sunday,
Oct. 16. Additional details about these
special events will be provided as they
are finalized at cityofeastlansing.com/
ELFMevents.
This year’s vendor lineup includes The
517 Coffee Company, Brewt’s, Corrion
Farm .......................... continued on page 2
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MANAG E R ’ S MESSAG E

Environmental
Strides in East
Lansing
I am pleased
to share that
the City of
East Lansing
was recently
recognized for
environmental
leadership by
the statewide
Michigan Green Communities (MGC)
program. As a part of the 2021 MGC
Challenge, 44 participating local
governments were awarded gold, silver
or bronze seals of achievement, and East
Lansing was one of 22 communities
to receive gold certification. This
certification reflects our leadership in
areas such as energy efficiency, climate
adaptation, recycling and more.
Our partnership with Lansing on the
opening of the region’s first Material
Recovery Facility as well as the Water
Resource Recovery Facility digester
project and the community solar project
at Burcham Park are all great examples
of larger projects that have contributed
to this certification. Additional points
of pride include the City’s curbside
and drop-off recycling programs,
Green Building Policy and Climate
Sustainability Plan. Additionally, we
recently celebrated the completion of a
Patriarche Park improvement project
that included several environmentally
friendly components, including lowflow plumbing and energy-efficient
electrical features, a solar array and a
rain catchment system.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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The East Lansing Farmers Market will be open every Sunday through the end of October.

FA R M E R S M A R K E T

(CONTIN U E D FROM PAG E 1)

& Greenhouse, The Country
Mill, Dante’s Bakery, Droscha
Sugarbush, El Burrito Mexicano,
From Scratch Food Truck, Heritage
Forge and Farm, Hickory Knoll
Farms Creamery, Jenny’s Sweets &
Treats, Magnolia Farms, LLC and
Many Hands Farm Collective, MI
Drinks, Mycophile’s Garden, MI

Great Lakes Fish Co., Pregitzer Farm
Market, Ralya House Beesewax
Essentials, RavenCrow Roasting,
River Tree Coffee Company, Sapo de
Solis, Stone Circle Bakehouse, Sweet
Potato Delights, Tomac Pumpkins,
Wildflower Eco Farm and Wooden
Shoe Herb Farm. Learn more at
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library Millage Renewal on Nov. 8
State General Election Ballot
An East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL) millage renewal will be on the
Nov. 8 State General Election ballot.
ELPL’s first-ever, 10-year millage was
approved in November 2012 and is
now up for renewal.
ELPL is funded by two one-mill
millages. One is voted on by East
Lansing residents and one is approved
by the East Lansing City Council.
With the current millage funding
ending in 2023, a renewal of the
millage will not result in an increase
in taxes when compared to what
property owners have been paying for
ELPL for the last 10 years. A millage
represents the tax rate levied on real

estate or other property. A mill is one
thousandth of a dollar, or one tenth
of one cent. The millage rate is the
number of dollars of tax assessed for
each $1,000 of property value. As an
example, if someone owns a $100,000
home with a taxable value of $50,000,
their annual tax rate for one mill is
$50 and for two mills is $100.
The library’s millage is an
operating levy that pays for facility
maintenance, staff and the programs,
technology, collections and resources
ELPL provides. The millages make
up most of ELPL’s budget. The library
does not receive funding from the
City of East Lansing’s general fund.
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CITY CLERK

East Lansing City Clerk’s Office Prepares for Elections
The East Lansing City Clerk’s office is busy preparing for
the Aug. 2 State Primary Election and Nov. 8 State General
Election.
Absentee voter (AV) ballot applications are now available for
registered voters to request ballots be sent to them via mail
for both elections through a dual application. Voters can
apply for an AV ballot online at michigan.gov/vote or request
an application from the City Clerk’s office. AV ballots for
the Primary Election will be available for in-person absentee
voting by June 21 at the City Clerk’s office, 410 Abbot Road.
Office hours are Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Once an
AV ballot is received and voted, East Lansing voters can drop
them off in person at the City Clerk’s office or at one of four
secure ballot drop boxes, located at East Lansing City Hall, the
East Lansing Public Library, the East Lansing Department of
Public Works and the MSU-CATA Transportation Center.
If mailing back a voted AV ballot, the return envelope will

Election Questions? Call (517) 319-6914
or email cityclerk@cityofeastlansing.com
include pre-paid postage and voters are encouraged to allow at
least two weeks for delivery. All AV ballots must be received by
8 p.m. on Election Day. East Lansing polling locations will be
open from 7 a.m.-8 p.m. on Election Day for in-person voting.
The City Clerk’s office will not be operating a satellite location
for the Primary Election, but will offer a rotating satellite
office on MSU’s campus for the General Election. This will
be offered in addition to the Clerk’s main office and will be
available to all East Lansing voters. The satellite office will
rotate to four different locations (one per week) on campus.
More information on the rotating satellite office will be shared
as the General Election draws closer.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Summer Solstice Jazz Festival to Take Place June 17-18
The 2022 Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
(SSJF) will be returning to downtown
East Lansing June 17-18, with an
amazing lineup of jazz musicians
scheduled to perform on two outdoor
stages. The festival is free and festival
hours are 3:30-11 p.m. on Friday, June
17 and 2-11 p.m. on Saturday, June 18.
The Al and Beth Cafagna Founders’
Stage will be located in the Albert EL
Fresco space, near the Albert-Grove
intersection, and the MSU Outreach

and Engagement Education Stage
will be located in Ann Street Plaza,
near the Albert-M.A.C. intersection.
Community members can visit
eljazzfest.com to find this year’s
performer lineup and schedule. In
addition to the live music, the East
Lansing Public Library’s Library on
the Go mobile pop-up library will be
onsite from 3:30-7:30 p.m. both days
of the festival, and festival goers can
enjoy take-out food and non-alcoholic

drinks from downtown restaurants in
the Albert EL Fresco space. While open
alcohol is not permitted in the Albert
EL Fresco space, it is permitted in the
approved outdoor dining areas operated
by adjacent restaurants.
The SSJF is hosted by the City of
East Lansing in partnership with
the MSU College of Music. Major
sponsors include the MSU Office of the
Provost, MSU Federal Credit Union,
greghilljazz.com and Clare Banks.
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IT ’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

More Than Vintage:
Clothing, Coffee & Friends
Community members looking to add vintage-inspired pieces
to their wardrobe are encouraged to visit downtown East
Lansing’s newest brick-and-mortar business, More Than
Vintage. Owned and operated by MSU students, More Than
Vintage sells a hand-curated selection of thrifted clothing
items from the 1980s to the early 2000s and provides
customers with the opportunity to buy, sell and trade
clothing. More Than Vintage’s collection includes graphic
t-shirts, MSU gear, sports jerseys, jackets, hats and shoes. This
new business also specializes in designer street wear and sells
coveted collectible designer items, both in-store and online.
In addition to being a fashion retailer, More Than Vintage is
a café and local hub where community members can express
their creativity. Shoppers can also purchase a single-serve
espresso, grab a vending machine snack or challenge a friend
to an arcade game. Whether shopping or enjoying a coffee,
More Than Vintage provides a unique experience for all.

Chief Johnson and Sgt. Kristine Khoury are pictured with local faith leaders.

P O LI C E D E PA R TM E NT

ELPD Chief Collaborates
with Local Faith Leaders
As a part of the East Lansing Police Department’s (ELPD)
ongoing community policing efforts, ELPD Chief Kim
Johnson recently met with a group of local faith leaders
from East Lansing and Lansing to discuss partnering on a
Faith & Blue event this October.
Faith & Blue is a national organization that focuses on the
partnership between leaders of faith and law enforcement
to create a positive impact in the local community.
Community members can learn more about Faith & Blue
at faithandblue.org. Other local faith leaders interested
in partnering with ELPD on the upcoming Faith & Blue
event are encouraged to reach out to Chief Johnson at
(517) 319-6902 to learn more about getting involved.

HOUSING DIVISION

MORE THAN VINTAGE
Address: 108 Division St.
Website: mtvmsu.com
Phone: (517) 580-8272
Instagram: instagram.com/mtvmsu
Summer Hours:
Monday-Sunday, noon-8 p.m.
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Rental Licenses Required
for Short-Term Rentals
City of East Lansing staff have been receiving some
inquiries from property owners about renting out their
properties in East Lansing for short-term rentals, such as
Airbnb and Vrbo.
Property owners should note that a City-issued rental
license is required for renting out properties and,
typically, in a residential neighborhood, occupancy for
licensed properties is limited to two unrelated people or a
family. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/rentalhousing or call
(517) 319-6801 for additional information.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Downtown East Lansing Heats Up
with Summer Events
With the arrival of summer, comes a
number of fun community events in
downtown East Lansing.
In addition to the Summer Solstice
Jazz Festival (SSJF), taking place June
17-18, several events and placemaking
activities will be happening in and
adjacent to the popular Albert EL
Fresco space throughout the summer.
Albert EL Fresco is a pedestrianfriendly area located along Albert
Avenue, between Abbot Road and
M.A.C. Avenue. It made its debut in
summer 2021 and features outdoor
seating and tables, rocking chairs,
hammocks, decorative lighting and
games. Events and activities hosted
in the space include everything
from game nights to outdoor yoga,
a new Take-out Tuesdays program,
live music and more! Community
members can find a full schedule
of events and more information at
cityofeastlansing.com/albertELfresco.
Additionally, the Summer Concert
Series will be kicking off in July,
with free, live performances on
Fridays from July 8-Aug. 12 at 7
p.m. in Ann Street Plaza (corner
of Albert and M.A.C. avenues).

Community members are encouraged
to bring a lawn chair or grab a bite
to eat downtown. Outdoor dining
is available at several downtown
restaurants adjacent to the plaza and
the Albert EL Fresco space is also
adjacent to the plaza.
In Valley Court Park, community
members can enjoy free film showings
from Sandbox Films on Thursday
nights through July 21 at dusk
(approximately 9:20 p.m.) as a part
of the ongoing “Field of View: An
Art x Science Film Series,” hosted
by the MSU Museum and MSU
Science Gallery in partnership with
the City of East Lansing. The film
series features a collection of thoughtprovoking documentaries exploring
humankind’s understanding of the
world. Additionally, the Play in
the Park children’s entertainment
series will return in July with free
entertainment for children on July
12, July 26 and Aug. 9 at 7 p.m.
in Valley Court Park. With the
exception of the SSJF, all events will
be canceled if it rains. The event
lineups are featured on the back page
of this newsletter.

PARKING IN
DOWNTOWN
EAST LANSING
IS EASY!
The PassportParking® mobile payment
option is available at all downtown
parking meters: ppprk.com/park/.

And live parking availability updates for
all gated facilities are now online!
cityofeastlansing.com/parkingdowntown

2022 East Lansing
Community
Photo Contest
Show us what you love about East Lansing!

1st Place:
$150 Downtown
East Lansing eGift Card
2nd Place:
$100 Downtown
East Lansing eGift Card
3rd Place:
$50 Downtown
East Lansing eGift Card
10 Honorable Mentions:
$10 Downtown
East Lansing eGift Card
Downtown East Lansing Category:
$100 Downtown
East Lansing eGift Card
Submit up to five photos at
cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest
by Sunday, Oct. 16 at midnight!
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Update on the East Lansing
Family Aquatic Center
After two years of being closed, East Lansing Parks,
Recreation & Arts (ELPRA) staff are thrilled to be able
to reopen and show off the updated East Lansing Family
Aquatic Center (ELFAC), located at 6400 Abbot Road.
Unfortunately, as of the time this newsletter went to print,
staff were still unable to set the 2022 opening date. Delays
in final construction and supply chain interruptions are
impacting staff’s ability to confidently announce an opening
date; however, the facility will be opening for the summer and
the opening date will be shared widely once confirmed. The
community’s patience is appreciated as staff continues to work
through the challenges.
ELFAC’s improvements include converting the sand play
area to a grass play area, repairing and repainting the water
slides, refurbishing the locker room floors, repairing the
concrete around the deck and installing a new pool liner.
Additional information about the facility is available at
cityofeastlansing.com/AquaticCenter.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

East Lansing Public Library Serves Up Summer Fun
There are oceans of possibilities at the East Lansing Public
Library (ELPL) this summer, starting with the Summer
Reading Program! The program runs through Aug. 8 and
participants can register any time at elpl.readsquared.com. As
participants of the program, community members are invited
to track their summer reading for the chance to win prizes!
Community members are also invited to participate in a
variety of other ELPL programs this summer, including
outdoor yoga, evening pajama story time, concerts, family
history workshops and a series of workshops creating tiny art
for all ages. Additionally, ELPL will be traveling around town
in the Library on the Go mobile pop-up library throughout
the summer, visiting a rotating selection of parks on Tuesdays,
the Albert EL Fresco on Thursdays and the East Lansing
Farmers Market on select Sundays. Community members are
also invited to the National Night Out/Touch a Truck event
on Tuesday, Aug. 2 at 6 p.m. at ELPL. At this popular event,
children can explore a variety of vehicles up close, including
fire trucks, police cars, buses, recycling trucks and more!
Learn more about ELPL’s summer events at elpl.org.
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EAST LANSING ARTS COMMISSION

COMMUNITY EVENTS

New Mural in Downtown East
Lansing Honors Dr. Robert L. Green

Staff Spotlight
on Karla
Forrest-Hewitt

In the days leading up to the 59th
Annual East Lansing Art Festival,
Detroit-based artists Ndubisi Okoye
and Ryan Wright brought the “First
Class” mural to life above the entry/
exit of the Albert Avenue Garage in
downtown East Lansing.

at Michigan State University as an
advocate, esteemed alum, professor and
MSU’s first Black dean; and a “313,”
which is Detroit’s area code, where
Dr. Green was born and worked to
make improvements to the local school
system.

With the “First Class” mural, Okoye
wanted to honor the legacy of legendary
civil rights leader Dr. Robert L.
Green and depict his long struggle
for civil rights. In East Lansing, Dr.
Green bravely fought against housing
discrimination in the 1960s, spurring
local advocacy and ultimately leading to
the adoption of a fair housing ordinance
by the East Lansing City Council on
April 8, 1968. In addition to the “First
Class” mural featuring a portrait of
Dr. Green, it also features Dr. Green’s
historic East Lansing home; a tennis
ball, referring to his work with Arthur
Ashe in South Africa to help end
apartheid; and a football, relating to his
time working with athletes throughout
the Big Ten and advocating for justice
in coaching recruiting practices. The
mural also includes a Spartan logo,
referring to Dr. Green’s profound legacy

“I hope that this mural brings attention
and awareness to the barriers Dr. Green
broke, how he transformed the City of
East Lansing and how we (Black and
Brown folks) benefit from the work
he’s done,” said Okoye. “He’s one of the
many icons whose shoulders I stand on.
My hope is to give him the honor and
respect he deserves with this mural.”
The “First Class” mural was
commissioned by the East Lansing
Arts Commission and was funded by
the Percent for Art’s Public Art Fund.
The City of East Lansing’s Percent for
Art ordinance requires developers to
commit one percent of their project’s
cost (with a $25,000 cap) to public
art, through the installation of a piece
of public art, the donation of a piece
of public art to the City or through a
payment to the City’s Public Art Fund
for future public art commissions.

Karla Forrest-Hewitt has worked for
the City of East Lansing since 2015,
serving initially as a customer service
associate at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center. She transitioned
to her current role as a community
events assistant and manager of the East
Lansing Farmers Market in 2018.
Karla is an invaluable part of the City’s
team, bringing to her work innovative
ideas, creativity and a passion for social
justice. She recently was a part of a
group of Black food systems leaders
and market managers who developed
an Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit
for the Farmers Market Coalition. The
toolkit offers ways for managers to put
the concepts of anti-racism into practice
and action within farmers markets
across the U.S. Karla cares deeply about
making the market and the community
as a whole a welcoming place for
everyone who comes to East Lansing.
Karla lives in East Lansing with her
husband and three children. In her
free time, she likes to spend time with
her family and travel. Karla is also an
artist and loves to paint, draw and make
jewelry. She recently won the grand
prize in the adult category of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Commission of
Mid-Michigan’s 2022 Art Contest.
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Published for the information of East Lansing
residents. If you have any questions, please email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign up for the
Dialog E-Newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing,
Twitter: @CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing.
Sign up for emergency notifications via Nixle at
local.nixle.com/register.

Summer Events
East Lansing Farmers Market

Summer Concert Series

10 a.m.-2 p.m., Valley Court Park
Sundays from June 5 - Oct. 30
cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket

7-9 p.m., Ann Street Plaza
• July 8 - Keynote Sisters
• July 15 - Ben Traverse
• July 22 - Taylor Taylor
• July 29 - Jordan Hamilton
• Aug. 5 - Cross Eyed Strangers
• Aug. 12 - On the Lash

Field of View: An Art x Science Film Series
Films begin at dusk, Valley Court Park
• June 16 “All Light, Everywhere”
• June 23 “Red Heaven”
• June 30 “Human Nature”
• July 7 “Black Holes: The Edge of All We Know”
• July 14 “The Most Unknown”
• July 21 “In Silico”

Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
3:30-11 p.m. on June 17
2-11 p.m. on June 18
Downtown East Lansing
eljazzfest.com

Play in the Park			
7-7:45 p.m., Valley Court Park
• July 12 - Joel Tacey
• July 26 - Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum
• Aug. 9 - Kevin Devine

Albert EL Fresco
Albert Avenue
Open throughout summer 2022
cityofeastlansing.com/albertELfresco

For more information, visit cityofeastlansing.com/events.

