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PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N

PLANNING

Playground in the Park Now Open
to Area Families

Next Steps for
Park District

The Playground in the Park “Re-Imagined”
Project was completed this summer,
bringing a new, fully accessible playground
to Patriarche Park. A dedication ceremony
was held on Aug. 4, officially opening the
playground to local families.

East Lansing City Council has placed a proposal
on the November 4, 2014 General Election
ballot for the “Sale of City-Owned Property”
located within the Park District Planning Area.

The playground spans across approximately
1.2 acres of the park and features a modern,
eco-friendly design with a variety of
colorful play equipment. Other features
include a poured-in-place playground
surface, a rain garden, a brick entry plaza,

walkways and more.
The playground project was the result of
a partnership between the Rotary Club of
East Lansing and the City of East Lansing.
The idea behind the project was to bring a
new playground to the park designed by the
community, built by the community and
with funds raised by the community. In
addition to involving the community in the
design phase of the project, the community
was also invited to come help build the new
playground alongside ..... continued on page 2

An affirmative vote would give East Lansing
City Council authorization (but not require
them) to sell the following parking lots:
• Lot 4 - located on the northwest corner of
Albert Avenue and Abbot Road
• Lot 8 - located east of Valley Court Park,
between Evergreen Avenue and Valley Court
• Lot 15 - located across from East Lansing
City Hall, between Abbot Road and Evergreen
Avenue
Authorizing City Council to sell the land is one
step in the redevelopment of the Park District
Planning Area and would remove uncertainty as
to the City’s ability to sell the land if a proposed
redevelopment project was approved. It would
allow developers to move forward with project
planning costs and financing.

The new playground at Patriarche Park has officially opened for community play.

If the Nov. 4 ballot proposal is approved,
Council would be authorized to sell the land
at fair market value based on appraisals by a
licensed appraiser. ................... continued on page 2
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Striving to Move
Forward with
the Park District
As East Lansing’s
registered voters
go to the polls on
November 4, 2014,
it is my hope that
they will consider
voting “yes” on the
ballot proposal for
the “Sale of CityOwned Property” located in the Park
District Planning Area. It is important to
understand that a “yes” vote will not require
City Council to sell the land to a developer.
It will simply give Council the ability to
consider sale of the land after a project
proposal is found to fit the community’s
needs and a development agreement has
been approved.
As many are aware, redevelopment of
the west end of our downtown has been
extremely challenging over the years.
We have been looking at that area for
more than a decade, facing many hurdles
along the way - not least of which was the
economic recession.
By giving Council authorization to sell
the publicly owned land within the Park
District, voters will be helping the City
take an extremely important step in making
a redevelopment project in that area a
reality. And while the redevelopment
project may not include the privately owned
land in that area, we strongly believe that
redevelopment of the publicly owned land
will spur redevelopment of the private
properties as well. Readers can take a look
at the article on page 1-2 of this newsletter
to learn more about the ballot proposal.

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager

Engraved bricks for the playground entry plaza can still be purchased, with two upcoming installation days.

P L AYG R O U N D
the team from Sinclair Recreation this
past June. The build garnered huge
support from the local community, with
more than 200 volunteers involved.
The playground project was funded in
part by a $300,000 Michigan Natural
Resources Trust Fund grant, as well
as several generous sponsorships and
contributions from the community.

Community members can still help in
reaching the project’s fundraising goal
through donations and/or the purchase
of a personalized, engraved brick. The
bricks will be installed in the entry plaza
of the playground, with installation days
planned for fall 2014 and spring 2015.
Learn more at www.cityofeastlansing.
com/playgroundinthepark.

PAR K D ISTR I C T
Currently, the City is in the predevelopment agreement phase with
DTN Management Co. for a portion of
the Park District Planning Area. DTN’s
proposed project includes the land listed
on the Nov. 4 ballot proposal. If, after a
thorough review process, DTN’s project
moves forward to the development
agreement phase, City Council may then
consider sale of the land.
The review process includes review of the
DTN site plan and special use permits by
City staff, City Council, the East Lansing
Planning Commission and multiple
other City boards and commissions. The
City would also conduct due diligence
in accordance with the pre-development
agreement in order to determine if the
proposed project is both desirable and
feasible. Finally, if the project is found
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to be viable and in the best interest
of the community, City Council may
then negotiate a formal development
agreement and terms of the land sale.
The Park District Planning Area has
been looked at for more than a decade as
a site for a major redevelopment project.
The City’s current guiding document
for the area is the Park District Request
for Qualifications/Proposals (RFQ/P),
which was issued in fall 2012. The
RFQ/P was drafted after public meetings
in September 2012 to solicit community
input. More than 100 community
members attended the meetings to
share their ideas and vision for the Park
District Planning Area. The City’s goal
is to see a positive redevelopment of
the Park District Planning Area that is
consistent with the community’s vision.
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SURVEY

East Lansing Community Survey
to be Conducted this September
During the week of Sept. 22, a local public opinion research firm, Epic MRA, will be
conducting an opinion survey of East Lansing residents on behalf of the City of East
Lansing.
The local firm will be contacting a sample of registered East Lansing voters by landlines and
cell phones to ask questions about City services, communication, neighborhood associations
and more. This brief, 25-question survey will help East Lansing officials gauge the opinions of
residents and assist in shaping future City initiatives and priorities.

“This is a
great opportunity
for residents to share
their feedback on City
services, to help guide
future priorities.”
City Manager
George Lahanas

The survey is an initiative of the East Lansing City Manager’s office and community members are
encouraged to participate. Individual responses will be kept confidential.
“This is a great opportunity for residents to share their feedback on City services, to help guide future priorities,” said East Lansing City
Manager George Lahanas.
Results of the survey will be shared at an East Lansing City Council meeting and on the City’s website, www.cityofeastlansing.com, later this
fall.

FARME R’S MARKET

Celebrate Fall at the East Lansing Farmer’s Market
Community members are invited to enjoy
the splendor of fall at the East Lansing
Farmer’s Market (ELFM), hosted every
Sunday from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court
Park, 280 Valley Court. The ELFM’s 2014
season will run through Oct. 26.
As the seasons shift from late summer to
fall, ELFM customers can look forward
to plenty of fall goodies at the market,
including apples, pumpkins, gourds,
squash, apple cider, donuts, maple syrup
and much more. The market will also

continue to feature a variety of meats,
cheese, artisan bread, baked goods, honey,
sauces and other in-season produce and
products.
In addition to regular market days, ELFM
will host its annual Spartan Appreciation
Day on Sunday, Sept. 21 and its annual
Autumn Fest on Sunday, Oct. 5. During
Spartan Appreciation Day, students who
attend the market can show their college
i.d. to receive a $2 voucher to spend at the
market, as well as a free, reusable ELFM
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shopping bag. The giveaway will apply to
MSU students, as well as students from
other area colleges.
The annual Autumn Fest will feature
free donuts and cider, horse and carriage
rides, family activities, live music, seasonal
produce and products, fall decorations and
more.
Learn more about the ELFM at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket
and sign up for the ELFM’s e-newsletter at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/news.
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IT’S YOUR BUSINESS

Black Cat Bistro
Opens in Downtown
Black Cat Bistro, 115 Albert Ave., recently opened its
doors in downtown East Lansing.
The new restaurant serves up modern American dishes
with a unique touch of multi-cultural elements in
an inviting bistro atmosphere. Menu items include
everything from an avocado crabwich to a bistro burger,
a chicken baguette, Asian braised short rib, chicken
lollipops, lobster mac & cheese tots, coastal crab cakes
and much more. Executive chef Jose Romero, alongside
general manager Tony Philip, collaborated to create the
menu, utilizing the freshest, in-season ingredients. This
new East Lansing dining destination is a must-try!

U.S. Congressman John Lewis kicked off One Book, One Community on Aug. 25.

COMMUNITY PROGRAM

One Book, One
Community Kicks Off
The 2014 One Book, One Community (OBOC) program,
featuring “Three Voices on Race in America,” is in full swing in
the East Lansing-MSU community.
U.S. Congressman John Lewis, Andrew Aydin and Nate
Powell; co-creators of the graphic novel “March Book One;”
kicked off the 2014 OBOC program this past August with a
special visit to the East Lansing-MSU community. Among
his many accomplishments, Congressman Lewis served as
chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
and helped lead the Selma-to-Montgomery voting rights
marches. Community members were able to listen to Lewis
discuss his novel and his experiences as a key figure of the Civil
Rights Movement at two community events on Aug. 25.

BLACK CAT BISTRO

Lewis’ visit to the community was followed by a special
event with Ryan Coogler, the writer and director of the fi lm
“Fruitvale Station,” on Sept. 2. “Fruitvale Station,” Coogler’s
first feature-length fi lm, is based on the true story of a 22-yearold black man who was killed by a Bay Area Rapid Transit
police officer on a subway platform in Oakland, Calif.
The final signature event of the 2014 OBOC program is still to
come on Monday, Sept. 15. NPR Contributor Michele Norris,
author of the memoir “Grace of Silence” and curator of “The
Race Card” project, will speak and sign books at the Wharton
Center for Performing Arts at 7:30 p.m. The event is ticketed.

Address: 115 Albert Ave.
Phone: (517) 580-3821
Hours: Monday-Sunday, 11 a.m.-2 a.m.

The community can learn more about OBOC and find
additional event details at www.onebookeastlansing.com. Th is
year’s program was coordinated in conjunction with MSU’s
year-long Project 60/50, commemorating the 60th anniversary
of the Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court decision
and the 50th anniversary of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.

Website: blackcatbistroel.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TheBlackCatBristoEL
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PHOTO CONTEST

LIBRARY

East Lansing Community Photo
Contest Deadline is Oct. 10

ELPL Maker
Studio Launch

Community members of all ages are
invited to participate in the 2014
East Lansing Community Photo
Contest, officially sponsored by Meijer.
Participants can submit up to five photos
taken in East Lansing during any of its
four seasons. Recent photos are preferred
and the contest deadline is Friday, Oct.
10 at midnight.

The East Lansing Public Library (ELPL)
will host a launch party for the new ELPL
Maker Studio on Sept. 20 at 11 a.m. The
Maker Studio was made possible by the
community’s support of ELPL’s 3rd Annual
Books, Bites & Bids fundraiser.

Photos can either be submitted online
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
photocontest or on CD to East Lansing
City Hall, 410 Abbot Road, East
Lansing, MI 48823. A signed entry form
and model release form (for any photos
containing people) must also be mailed,
faxed or delivered to East Lansing City
Hall; fax: (517) 337-1607.
The entry/model release form can be
found online at the website listed above
or at East Lansing City Hall.

Prizes will include $100, $50 and $25
Meijer gift cards for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place winners respectively. The gift cards
were generously donated by Meijer for
the contest.
The winning photos, including a number
of honorable mention photos, will also be
featured in City of East Lansing online
and print marketing materials, including
the City’s 2015 Community Calendar &
2014 Annual Report.
The East Lansing Community Photo
Contest is open to anyone, regardless of
residency, but all photos must be taken
in East Lansing. There is plenty of great
things to photograph in the community
- from a vibrant downtown to beautiful
outdoor spaces, community events,
neighborhoods, the MSU campus and
more. Contact Mikell Frey at (517) 3196873 with questions.

Studio users will be able to produce highquality 3D prints, digital documents,
movies, sound recordings, art and more.
The studio will house a 3D printer, access
to premium online technology courses and
two work stations featuring Adobe Creative
Cloud, Final Cut Pro and Logic Pro X.
The studio will also feature 3D scanners,
document scanners, MIDI keyboards,
graphic tablets and additional tools. Email
elpltech@cityofeastlansing.com with any
questions about the new studio.

SENIORS

Prime Time’s
Health Fair
The Prime Time Seniors’ Program will host
its annual Health Fair on Thursday, Oct.
9 from 9 a.m.-noon at the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot
Road.
Flu and pneumonia shots will be offered for
$35 and $79.99 respectively, unless covered
fully or partially by health insurance. There
will also be free screenings of hearing,
bone density, eyesight, blood sugar, blood
pressure, body composition and more.
Several vendors will also attend to share
information on how to stay active, healthy
and happy in later years of life.

Photo winners from 2013 (clockwise from left ) taken by Regina Stout, Richard Kesti and Pamela LaCoursier.
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Following the Health Fair, there will be a
luncheon. Call (517) 337-1113 for details
and to make a lunch reservation by Oct. 3.
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COMMUNITY BUILDING

CRC Welcomes New
Interns and Coordinator
The East Lansing-MSU Community Relations Coalition (CRC) has
kicked off another academic year of community building events and
town-gown initiatives.
The nonprofit has hired 10 student interns for the 2014-2015
school year, including one returning intern and nine new interns.
These interns are living in target off-campus neighborhoods in
East Lansing, where they will work throughout the year to foster
cooperation and communication between neighbors. The CRC also
recently welcomed a new intern coordinator, Leslie Armell.
In addition to the neighborhood ice cream socials held at the
beginning of the school year, the CRC will host and/or participate
in a variety of other events and activities throughout the year.
Community members can join the group in picking up litter in East
Lansing at upcoming Neighborhood Cleanups on Sept. 21 and Sept.
28. The group will meet behind East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot
Road, at 10:30 a.m. and work until noon.
The 2014-2015 CRC student interns are pictured, along with the new CRC student
intern coordinator, Leslie Armell (yellow cardigan).

Learn more about the CRC at www.WeAllLiveHere.org.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Newly Improved Plaza Enhances the Downtown
This past spring and summer, downtown
East Lansing’s newly improved Ann Street
Plaza was buzzing with energy - playing
host to concerts, festivals, open mic nights
and other community events and activities.
When redevelopment proposals were
submitted to the City of East Lansing in
2010 for the sites where The Residences
and St. Anne’s Lofts are now located, City
staff and officials saw a great opportunity
to look into reconstruction of the plaza.
The two new redevelopment projects were
going to include significant infrastructure
upgrades, including water and sewer, so
reconstructing the plaza in tandem made
sense financially.
Then, in 2012, as part of the St. Anne’s
Lofts project, the developer contributed a
significant portion of the funds needed for
the plaza upgrades up front, which will be

reimbursed from future tax revenue over
the coming years (tax increment financing
or TIF).
Reconstruction of the plaza was completed
in 2013 and, since that time, it has
proven to be a valuable public asset in the
downtown. Elements added to this newand-improved public space include a new
outdoor performance stage, an enclosed
gas fireplace, raised landscape beds, trees,
benches, bike parking, new paving and new
on-street parking. Former parking spaces
located on the plaza were removed to make
the space more useful.
The plaza has significantly enhanced
the urban experience in downtown East
Lansing and was born from a vision of a
what a “real downtown” could be. The plaza
will serve as a great amenity for many years
to come.
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Ann Street Plaza was recently reconstructed,
enhancing the urban experience in downtown.
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CITY CLERK

East Lansing City Clerk Provides
Nov. 4 Election Information
The East Lansing City Clerk’s office would
like to remind eligible voters of some key
dates and information leading up to the
November 4, 2014 General Election.
The deadline to register to vote in the Nov.
4 election is Monday, Oct. 6 and a voter
registration application can be found at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections. This
webpage also features a list of East Lansing’s
polling locations/precincts, a voter FAQ,
an absentee voter application, a “Where do
I vote?” button and more. Precinct 8 voters
who previously cast their ballots at the
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
are advised that their polling location
has changed to the University Reformed
Church, 841 Timberlane St.

Those who plan to vote absentee are advised
that they will need to submit an absentee
voter ballot application to the East Lansing
City Clerk’s office, 410 Abbot Road, by
no later than 2 p.m. on Saturday, Nov.
1 to receive an absentee ballot by mail.
The office will be open 9 a.m.-2 p.m. on
Nov. 1 for absentee ballot administration.
Registered voters can also vote absentee
in person at the City Clerk’s office up to 4
p.m. on Monday, Nov. 3. Absentee ballots
must be returned to the City Clerk’s office,
not the precinct, by 8 p.m. on the day of the
election. The cost of postage to send ballots
back is $0.69.
Anyone with questions about the upcoming
election can call (517) 319-6914.

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

EL Welcomes the
World is Sept. 28
All community members are invited
to attend the 5th Annual East Lansing
Welcomes the World event, taking place
Sunday, Sept. 28 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at
the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road.
This special event, hosted by the City of
East Lansing and Michigan State University,
serves to welcome international students
and families to the East Lansing-MSU
community. The event will feature a brief
program, catered food, live music by East
Lansing High School students, children’s
activities, community information tables,
mingling and more. There will also be free
transportation to the event, with shuttle
buses running on a loop from 2-5 p.m.,
stopping regularly at MSU’s North Hubbard
Hall, the International Center and Spartan

International residents are welcomed at a past event.

Village Community Center.
Community members interested in being a
part of welcoming this year’s international
attendees can sign up to be a community
ambassador by sending an email to Phyllis
Thode, pthode@cityofeastlansing.com.
Anyone with questions about the event can
call ELPL at (517) 351-2420.
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CITY CODE

New Snow
Removal
Ordinance
East Lansing property owners
are reminded that a new East
Lansing snow removal ordinance,
Ord. 1326, will go into effect on
October 1, 2014. Previous snow
removal requirements remain in
effect, while Ord. 1326 addresses
multiple days of continuous or
consecutive snowfall.
Per the City Code, snow that
accumulates before noon on
a sidewalk must be cleared by
midnight that same day and
snow that accumulates after noon
must be cleared by midnight the
following day. Salt, sand or another
abrasive must be applied to ice
within 12 hours of formation.
Under the new ordinance,
property owners will be required
to clear sidewalks by the above
stated times or within 48 hours
of the beginning of a snowfall
for snow showers that occur on
more than one consecutive day,
whichever is sooner.
Ord. 1326 also removes the ability
for PACE officers to issue citations
to tenants of a property. Instead,
citations will be issued directly to
property owners. Tenants should
still clarify with their property
owner who is responsible for
clearing snow. The ordinance also
clarifies that each day an owner
fails to clear a sidewalk is a separate
offense and that failure to comply
in a timely fashion may constitute
a public nuisance, requiring
abatement by the City with costs
assessed to the property owner
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community events
More info at www.cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
MSU Homecoming Parade
Sept. 26, 6 p.m.

Great Pumpkin Walk
Oct. 23, 5-7 p.m.

Community members can pull on their greenand-white gear and line the streets for the
MSU Homecoming Parade! Find the parade
route and additional details at http://alumni.
msu.edu/programs/homecoming/index.cfm.

Families can bring their costumed children to
downtown East Lansing to trick-or-treat with
participating businesses. As part of the event,
Wild Goose Inn, 512 Albert Ave., will host its
popular “Land of Oz.”

EL Welcomes the World
Sept. 28, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Green Friday
Dec. 5-6

International students and families are invited
to the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road, to get to know their neighbors and learn
about the community. Open to all. Learn more
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/world.

Green Friday (and Saturday too!) is downtown
East Lansing’s special version of the Black
Friday sales. Visitors can enjoy sales and
specials at participating downtown businesses.
More details to come.

Autumn Fest at ELFM
Oct. 5, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Winter Glow
Dec. 6, 3-6 p.m.

The East Lansing Farmer’s Market will host its
popular annual Autumn Fest in Valley Court
Park, featuring fall-inspired produce and
products, music, free donuts and cider, family
activities, horse & carriage rides and more.

This popular event features live reindeer,
marshmallow roasting, live music, ice carving,
pictures with Santa, an outdoor holiday
farmer’s market and more. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/WinterGlow.

