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CO M M U N I T Y R E L AT I O N S COA L I T I O N

CITY COUNCIL

Taste of East Lansing to Serve Up
Local Food and Fun

Updates to City’s
Strategic Priorities

The Community Relations Coalition
(CRC) will host the 5th Annual Taste of
East Lansing on Saturday, April 23 from
3-6 p.m. in downtown East Lansing.

Since 1995, East Lansing City Council has
established and updated a Strategic Priorities
document that guides the allocation of City
resources over a two-year period. Each January,
Council and staff meet in retreat to provide
updates on the past year of activities and discuss
the upcoming year’s objectives.

This popular community event will feature
food samples served up by a number of
local restaurants and vendors, live music,
children’s activities and more. Food tickets
can be purchased at the event for $2 and
food samples can be redeemed for one or
two tickets.

when the Dialog went to print, the
following vendors had already signed
up: Buffalo Wild Wings, Marco’s Pizza,
Noodles & Company, Dublin Square Irish
Pub, Eat at State (MSU Culinary Services),
The State Room, Spartan Signature
Catering, Swagath Indian Cuisine, Sweet
Lorraine’s Fabulous Mac n’ Cheez and
Sapporo Ramen & Noodle Bar. A complete
vendor lineup and menu will be shared
closer to the date of the event.

While the vendor lineup was not finalized

Due to the ....................... continued on page 2

The 5th Annual Taste of East Lansing will take place Saturday, April 23 in downtown East Lansing.

With a number of new Councilmembers at
the table, the 2016 Strategic Priorities retreat
proved to be a great opportunity to take a
fresh, new look at the document and make
important updates. Some of the new objectives
include: continuing to actively work towards
redevelopment of the Park District, developing
a downtown master plan, streamlining the
residential parking permit process, developing a
sidewalk repair/replacement plan, implementing
a tree replacement program and establishment of
a financial health review team.
While many new objectives were established, the
overarching categories remain the same: Strong
Neighborhoods, Vibrant Economy, Enhanced
Public Assets, Environmental Quality and
High Performing Government. Residents can
view the full Strategic Priorities document at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/strategicpriorities.
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TA S T E O F E A S T L A N S I N G
impressive crowds that have turned out over the past couple years,
the CRC decided to expand the event footprint this year. The 2016
event will encompass the 200 block of Albert Avenue, Ann Street
Plaza, Fountain Square and a portion of M.A.C. Avenue, from
Albert Avenue to the East Lansing Marriott entrance.
This year’s Taste of East Lansing event will serve as a fundraiser for
the CRC - a nonprofit dedicated to building trusting relationships
and fostering communication between neighbors in the East
Lansing-MSU community. The CRC is made up of staff members
from the City of East Lansing and MSU, year-round East Lansing
residents and MSU student interns.
In fall 2015 alone, the CRC student interns and board members
put in more than 1,400 hours of community engagement, including
13 events with estimated contact to close to 5,000 people, 470
individual contacts with neighbors and 2,200 pieces of community
information distributed.
Community members can learn more about the great work of the
CRC and the Taste of East Lansing at www.WeAllLiveHere.org.

CITY COUNCIL

City Council Appoints Financial Health Review Team
As preparation of the Fiscal Year 2017
Budget begins, City of East Lansing
officials are continuing to face significant,
long-term budget challenges.
These challenges include decreased revenue
sharing from the state over the past 15
years, the ongoing impact of the collapse of
the housing market in 2008, underfunded
legacy costs (retiree pensions and
healthcare) and the need to renew aging
infrastructure in the community.
City officials have made sustained efforts
to address these challenges over the past
several years by restructuring employee
benefits, making additional payments to
legacy costs, significantly reducing the
overall size of government and making
other strategic cost-cutting decisions across
all City departments. Despite these efforts,
the challenges have persisted.
This year, the East Lansing City Council
has appointed a Financial Health Review
Team to look at the overall financial
stability of the City and consider new

revenue options. As a first priority,
the team will be looking at methods
to address the City’s legacy costs. The
team will also be looking at available
funding for infrastructure improvements,
consideration of a Headlee override,
standards that may apply to the granting of
development incentives, the sustainability
of City services and other means by which
additional revenue can be generated to
stabilize the City’s finances.
The Financial Health Review Team will
begin meeting this spring and all meetings
will be open to the public. Once a schedule
has been established by the team, meetings
will be posted on the City’s website,
www.cityofeastlansing.com. The team is
slated to meet regularly, at least monthly,
through December 15, 2016. The
review process will culminate with final
recommendations to Council.
The team is comprised of residents and nonresidents with backgrounds in government
finance and other areas of expertise. City
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staff will be providing assistance, support
and background information to the team.
“The City will greatly benefit from the
appointment of this 11-member Financial
Health Review Team, which includes a
diverse mix of highly skilled experts and
residents,” said East Lansing Mayor Pro
Tem Ruth Beier. “Given that the financial
health of the City is extremely important
to Council and residents alike, we look
forward to hearing from the team as to new
revenue and expenditure options that will
help to keep the East Lansing community
vibrant, thriving and sustainable for years
to come.”
In addition to the Financial Health Review
Team meetings, City Council will be
holding a series of budget work sessions
to discuss the FY17 Budget, beginning
in April. The public hearing on the FY17
Budget & Tax Rate is scheduled for May 10
and adoption of the FY17 Budget & Tax
Rate is scheduled for May 24. Learn more
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/budget.
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WAT E R & S E W E R AU T H O R I T Y

ELMWSA Provides Water Quality
Information
There has been a lot of recent news coverage about lead in the Flint water system. To
address any local concerns, the East Lansing-Meridian Water & Sewer Authority
(ELMWSA) has provided some information that helps to clarify how the East Lansing
and Meridian Township water supply is different.
“Water supplied to East Lansing and Meridian Township comes from a very consistent
source of groundwater from wells that draw from a deep sandstone aquifer,” said ELMWSA
Manager Clyde Dugan. “This well water is then treated to reduce hardness, resulting in a
consistent supply of drinking water that is optimized for corrosion control.”

“Water
supplied to East
Lansing and Meridian
Township comes from a
very consistent source of
groundwater.”
ELMWSA Manager
Clyde Dugan

Any lead in a home’s drinking water would come from corrosion of lead water services, leaded brass
plumbing fi xtures or from copper plumbing that was joined using lead-based solder. By controlling the corrosivity of the water, the amount
of lead in the tap is kept to a minimum. ELMWSA has been testing for lead in homes since 1992 and the results have consistently been in
full compliance with the regulations, with lead levels below the Action Level of .015 parts per million (ppm). Community members can visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/waterquality to find ELMWSA’s latest water quality report and to learn more about lead testing.

DOWNTOWN

East Lansing Artist Alleys Project Coming this Spring
The East Lansing Artist Alleys
crowdfunding campaign, held this past fall,
successfully raised $47,285 in community
funds to revitalize and redesign two public
spaces in downtown East Lansing.
The campaign was part of the Michigan
Economic Development Corporation’s
(MEDC) Public Spaces, Community Places
program and the community dollars were
matched by a $45,000 MEDC grant.
As a result of the successful campaign,
the project will move forward this spring,

with improvements made to the Grove
Street alley and the pedestrian alley in
the 500 block of E. Grand River Avenue.
Improvements will include new lighting,
new planters, new landscaping, outdoor
game tables, new chairs/benches and more.
Additionally, a commissioned, East
Lansing-themed public art mural by local
artist Julian K. Van Dyke will be installed
in the Grove Street alley and a mosaic,
created by MacDonald Middle School
students and area seniors, will be installed
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in the pedestrian alley.
The East Lansing Artist Alleys project is
a placemaking effort developed through a
partnership between East Lansing residents
and City of East Lansing staff members.
The City would like to extend a special
thank you to all of the organizations, clubs,
programs, businesses and community
members who supported this fun,
meaningful project by donating to the
crowdfunding campaign. Stay tuned for
more information.
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IT’S YOUR LIBR ARY

Community Invited to
Books, Bites & Bids
The East Lansing Public Library’s 5th Annual Books,
Bites & Bids fundraising event will take place on Friday,
April 29 from 5:30-9 p.m. Due to library renovations,
this year’s event will take place at the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center, 819 Abbot Road.
Books, Bites & Bids features a silent auction, heavy hors’
d’oeuvres, drinks, live music, children’s activities and
more. The silent auction will include a variety of exciting
items donated by businesses, organizations and library
patrons. Staff and patrons will also be making bags.
A tax-deductible donation of $30 per individual and $60
per couple/family is suggested. Community members
can RSVP and make their donation ahead of time at
http://elpl.org/form/books-bites-and-bids-rsvp or the
ELPL Circulation Desk. Donations can also be made at
the door (cash or check).

A new ballot drop box has been installed in East Lansing City Hall’s north lot.

CITY CLERK

City Clerk Makes Voter
Education a Priority
With a busy election year in full swing, the East Lansing City
Clerk’s office is continuing to make voter education a major
priority.
One important change this year is the elimination of straightticket voting in Michigan. Straight-ticket voting allows voters
to choose a party’s entire slate of candidates with just a single
ballot marking. Gov. Rick Snyder has signed a bill eliminating
this type of voting. The first election that this new legislation
will apply to is the November 8, 2016 General Election.

BOOKS, BITES & BIDS
Save the Date: Friday, April 29 from
5:30-9 p.m.
Location: East Lansing Hannah
Community Center, 819 Abbot Road

Another important thing to highlight is the state’s
requirements for voter identification at the polls. By law, every
Michigan voter must present picture i.d. at the polls or sign an
affidavit attesting that he/she is not in possession of picture i.d.
Voters can satisfy the i.d. requirement by showing a Michigan
driver’s license or Michigan personal i.d. card. Voters who do
not possess either document may show any of the following
(must be current): driver’s license or personal i.d. card issued
by another state, federal or state government-issued photo i.d.,
U.S. passport, military identification card with photo, student
i.d. with photo (high school or accredited institution of higher
learning) or tribal identification card with photo. Voters who
do not have an acceptable photo i.d. or didn’t bring their photo
i.d. to the polls can still vote by signing an affidavit.
Residents are also reminded about the new ballot drop box in
the north parking lot of East Lansing City Hall, 410 Abbot
Road. The box provides residents with a convenient, new way
to drop off voter registration applications, absentee voter ballot
applications and absentee voter ballots. The box is available
24/7 and it is locked. For additional election information, visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections.

RSVP:
http://elpl.org/form/books-bitesand-bids-rsvp
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D E PA R T M E N T F E AT U R E

POLICE

A Look Inside the East Lansing
Police Department

Signing Up for
Nixle

The East Lansing Police Department
(ELPD) consists of 57 sworn officers and
61 non-sworn personnel. The men and
women who serve ELPD are committed
to the prevention of crime and the
protection of life and property in the
East Lansing community.

East Lansing residents are encouraged to be
in-the-know when emergencies happen by
signing up for Nixle.

ELPD, under the leadership of Chief Jeff
Murphy, fully embraces the philosophy
of community policing. This philosophy
focuses on police building ties and
working closely with the community in
an effort to proactively address public
safety concerns and understand the
expectations of citizens. ELPD continues
to strengthen its relationship with the
community through active involvement
in a variety of events, activities and
committees; including, but not limited
to: Haven House Christmas, National
Night Out, the Citizens’ Police Academy,
Business Watch, Community Relations
Coalition activities, the Responsible
Hospitality Council, the Police Athletic

League and the East Lansing-MSU
Celebrations Committee. ELPD also
has a Neighborhood Watch Program,
consisting of 26 assigned neighborhood
resource officers, who work closely with
residents to keep neighborhoods safe.
The partnerships don’t stop at the
community though. ELPD has mutually
beneficial partnerships with several
jurisdictions throughout the region
as well. Examples include partnering
with the Michigan State University
Police Department on distracted
driving enforcement and major case
investigations, partnering with the
Lansing Police Department on a Violent
Crimes Initiative and participation in
the county’s Tactical Team and Accident
Investigation Team.
On a day-to-day basis, ELPD also
provides a number of helpful services to
residents, including bike registration, car
seat inspections, medication collection,
home checks and more.

Nixle is used by the East Lansing Police
Department (ELPD), Ingham County 911
and other police agencies to notify residents
in real time of local emergency situations
and community advisories. After signing up
at https://local.nixle.com/register, residents
can go into their settings and choose their
agencies, how they would like to receive
notifications (text and/or email) and what
notifications they would like to receive
(alerts, advisories and/or community
messages).
Residents can also sign up for Nixle by
texting their zip code to 888777. To receive
all East Lansing-related notifications,
residents should subscribe to ELPD and
Ingham County 911.

EVENTS

Crystal Awards
Reception
East Lansing City Council will host the
2016 Crystal Awards community reception
on Thursday, April 21 at 5 p.m. at the East
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819
Abbot Road.
Four unsung heroes, nominated by
community members and chosen by a
community selection committee, will be
honored for going above and beyond to
enhance the East Lansing community. In
addition to the program, the reception will
feature hors d’oeuvres and live music.

ELPD Officer Adam Park and K9 Max participate in East Lansing’s 2015 National Night Out event.
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The Crystal Awards community reception
is free and open to the public. Visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/crystalawards
to learn more about this special event.
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M I C H I G A N S TAT E U N I V E R S I T Y

MSU Science Festival to
Take Place April 12-24
The MSU Science Festival is April 12-24, with more than 150
unique presentations, including seminars, demonstrations,
discussion panels, tours and activities. The festival is presented by
members of the MSU scientific community and guest professionals
from across the state. Festival highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

•
The 2016 MSU Science Festival will take place April 12-24. All events are free and
open to the public.

April 12 - Dr. Brian Greene, world renowned physicist, string
theorist and author
April 13 - Night at the Museums
Beginning April 14 - Pubs, Cafés and Demo Nights
April 15 - Statewide Astronomy Night
April 16-17 - LSJ EXPO Zone, Delta Dental’s
Early Childhood Zone, talks, demos, hands-on activities and
much more on the MSU campus and beyond. Be sure to look
for East Lansing Public Library staff throughout the festival!
Learning opportunities and fun for all ages!
April 18-24 - MSU Science Festival Detroit! Talks, tours,
hands-on activities and more.

Visit sciencefestival.msu.edu for the full schedule.

EAST LANSING CITY COUNCIL

An Explanation of East Lansing’s Residential Costs
There are a variety of factors to consider
when evaluating the true cost of living in
a community. With that in mind, the East
Lansing Department of Planning, Building
& Development has created and annually
updates a Mid-Michigan Residential
Cost Comparison as a helpful tool for
prospective and current residents.
The analysis illustrates that tax rates alone
are an insufficient indicator of actual
residential costs. For example, while East
Lansing’s tax bill is higher than many of
the surrounding communities in midMichigan, there are a number of added
benefits that residents enjoy. These added
benefits include weekly rubbish collection,
bi-weekly curbside recycling, free leaf
and holiday waste/recycling pickup days,
affordable water and sewer rates, affordable
electric services and more. In other
communities, many of these services are

often not provided as part of a resident’s
property tax payments. To enjoy these
benefits, residents incur additional costs.
It’s also important to note that East
Lansing residents do not have to pay
a city income tax and, based on data
compiled and calculated by The Center
for Neighborhood Technology (H&T
Affordability Index), annual gasoline
expenses are among the lowest for East
Lansing households when compared to
other communities in the region.
While the data included in the MidMichigan Residential Cost Comparison
includes the most ubiquitous costs (i.e.
property taxes and key services), there are
several factors that are too complex and
inconsistent to incorporate. However,
these types of factors should be considered
on a property-to-property basis: cost of
commuting, homeowner association dues,
Page 6

insurance rates, drain assessments and
street assessments.
The Mid-Michigan Residential
Cost Comparison can be viewed
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
ResidentialCostComparison.
It’s also important to note that, when it
comes to property taxes, the City serves
as a collection agent for a number of other
entities. The taxes are collected for the
operation of the City itself, but they are
also collected for the East Lansing School
District, Lansing School District, Haslett
School District, Bath School District,
Ingham Intermediate School District,
Clinton County Regional Education
Service Agency, Lansing Community
College, Capital Area Transportation
Authority, Ingham County, Clinton
County and the State of Michigan (State
Education Tax).
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS
PLANNING

Great Things
Going on at ELPS

The Bigger
Picture East
Lansing

BY: ELPS SUPERINTENDENT
ROBYNE THOMPSON
Great things are happening in the East
Lansing Public Schools (ELPS):
• More than 100 students are participating
in the STEM Club at MacDonald Middle
School this year, tackling topics such as
Rocketry and Packaging, Biomedical
Engineering and Renewable Energy.

and career-ready.

• Donley Elementary School received
a $5,000 grant from Delta Dental to
supplement their library.

• East Lansing High School received a
$15,000 Early Warning Signs Grant.

• The East Lansing Educational Foundation
provides grants to ELPS teachers each year
($44,500 in 2015) to help support teaching
and learning in the classrooms. To learn
more, visit www.elef.us.
• A new program, AVID (Achievement
Via Individual Determination), has begun
at East Lansing High School to ensure
our students are prepared for success, are
successful in high school and are college-

• ELPS has an ongoing, active collaboration
with Michigan State University across all
areas of the curriculum and we are working
toward growing our partnerships.

Visit www.elps.us to read more about
exciting things going on in our schools.
The ELPS Board of Education (BOE) plans
to produce a quarterly newsletter that
will be included on the BOE page of the
district’s website.
To receive printed copies of the newsletter,
please contact the superintendent’s office at
(517) 333-7424.

IT’S YOUR DOWNTOWN

Downtown EL
Garden Club
City officials and community members
alike are excitedly anticipating the
implementation of the East Lansing Artist
Alleys project, which will improve and
brighten two alleyways this spring in
downtown East Lansing.
As part of this great placemaking project,
community members who have a special
interest in flowers are invited to be part of
a group that will plant and maintain the
flowers and other landscaping in the two
alleyways.
If interested in being a part of the
Downtown East Lansing Garden Club,

In 2013, the City of East
Lansing kicked off its five-year
Comprehensive Plan update as
required by Michigan law.
Over the past two years, the
Steering Committees have
identified key issues, revised the
goals and objectives and discussed
key land use issues.
More recently, the East Lansing
Planning Commission has been
reviewing the draft Future Land
Use Map and proposed land use
categories. The Commission
plans on taking these out to
neighborhood associations this
spring for feedback.
The City’s planning consultant,
Williams and Works, is compiling
all of the original visioning
materials, Steering Committee
work and land use information
into a draft plan for public review
and comment. Based on the issues
identified and work completed
to date, the “update” will be in
the form of a completely revised
Comprehensive Plan document.
Once the draft plan is ready in late
spring, the Planning Commission
will review it and the document
will then be available for public
input. There will be ample
opportunity for public comment
online, in person and at City
events and festivals this summer.

please send an e-mail to Terri Soliday at
tsolida@cityofeastlansing.com. The club
will meet in May. Additional information
about the East Lansing Artist Alleys project
can be found on page 3.
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To learn more about the plan
and see future updates visit
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
comprehensiveplan.
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community events
More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
Crystal Awards
April 21, 5 p.m.

East Lansing Art Festival
May 21-22

Community members are invited to the
annual Crystal Awards reception at the East
Lansing Hannah Community Center, 819
Abbot Road. The reception is free and open to
all. See page 5 for details.

The 53rd Annual East Lansing Art Festival
will bring approximately 180 artists, live
music, children’s activities, a food court and
more to downtown East Lansing. Learn more
at www.elartfest.com.

Taste of East Lansing
April 23, 3-6 p.m.

Aquatic Center Opens
June 3

The Taste of East Lansing, hosted by the
Community Relations Coalition, will bring
local food, live music, children’s activities and
more to downtown East Lansing. Learn more
at www.WeAllLiveHere.org.

The East Lansing Family Aquatic Center
will open its doors for the 2016 season on
Friday, June 3. Community members can find
hours, rates and additional information at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/AquaticCenter.

Books, Bites & Bids
April 29, 5:30-9 p.m.

Recycle! East Lansing
June 4, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Support the East Lansing Public Library at
its annual fundraising event. This year’s event
will take place at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center due to library renovations.
See page 4 for details.

East Lansing residents are invited to drop
off unwanted household items at the Abbott
Center, 1400-1500 Abbot Road, for recycling,
reuse or proper disposal. See the Curbside
Journal for more details.

