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COMMUNITY EVENTS

PLANNING

Enjoy Fall at the East Lansing
Farmer’s Market

Update on the
Park District
Planning Area

There is still time for community members
to stock up on fresh Michigan produce
and products at the East Lansing Farmer’s
Market (ELFM).
The market is in full swing and will
continue through the end of October on
Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley
Court Park, 280 Valley Court.
With the arrival of fall, ELFM customers
can look forward to plenty of seasonal
autumn goodies, including pumpkins,
gourds, squash, donuts, apples, cider, maple

syrup, baked goods featuring seasonal
flavors and much more. The market will
also continue to feature a variety of other
items, including artisan bread, meats,
cheese, honey, jam, pasta, coffee, granola,
fresh vegetables/fruits, eat-on-site food
and more. All produce and products sold
at the ELFM are 100% homegrown (or
homemade) right here in Michigan.
In addition to regular market days,
Autumn Fest will take place on Sunday,
Oct. 9 at the .................... continued on page 2

Tomac Pumpkin Patch brings a festive display of pumpkins and gourds to the market each fall.

Progress has been made in the Park District
Planning Area, with two of the buildings
demolished this past summer and the other
privately owned properties slated for demolition
in the near future.
The new owners of the private properties
demolished the Evergreen Arms Apartments,
341-345 Evergreen Ave., in July and the building
at 303 Abbot Road, owned by the East Lansing
Downtown Development Authority, was
demolished in August. The properties fronting
Grand River Avenue, between Abbot Road and
Peoples Church, will be demolished as soon
as possible pending approval of a site plan and
amended incentive agreements from the State.
While it was originally planned for the
buildings to be demolished by the end of the
year, East Lansing City Council may consider
an extension request to accommodate a revised
site plan application that expands the proposed
project to include senior housing or owneroccupied condominiums as required by a new
City ordinance. The ordinance supports one of
the ............................................ continued on page 2
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GUEST COLUMN

Financial Health
Review Team
Update
BY: FINANCIAL
HEALTH REVIEW
TEAM CHAIR
MICHAEL
MOQUIN
Seven months ago,
East Lansing City
Council created
the 11-member East Lansing Financial
Health Review Team (FHT). All FHT
meetings are open to the public. Since
February, the full FHT has had six regular
monthly meetings. The six work groups
-- Citizen Communication and Services,
Development Incentives, Infrastructure
Renewal, Legacy Cost (pension and retiree
health care), Real Property and Revenue
Options -- have met 42 times. There
were two citizen forums in June and a
presentation of the July 22 FHT pension
recommendations to City Council at a
special meeting last month.
Over the next three months, the work
groups will prepare recommendations for
FHT review and approval by the ‘wrap up’
date of Dec. 15. During that time, there
will be many more FHT meetings and
citizen input forums.
The FHT’s perspective is not short term,
but long term. There are many issues
that Michigan municipalities face: aging
infrastructure, pension and retiree health
care for City employees who have delivered
the many services the City provides for the
benefit of citizens and MSU, revenue cuts
by State government, limits on property
taxation and others. Responsibly addressing
the financial consequences from the
provision of quality City services, both in
the past and in the future, requires a longterm commitment by citizens, employees
and partners who benefit from City
services.

Dale Woods of Applegarth Honey provides a sample to an ELFM visitor.

FARME R’S MARKET
ELFM. This year’s Autumn Fest will
feature FREE cider and donuts, horse
and carriage rides, fall children’s
activities, live music, harvest decorations
and much more.
Community members can find
additional information about the
ELFM, including a list of this year’s
vendors and a weekly shopping checklist

at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket.
Community members are also
encouraged to like the ELFM on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
elfarmersmarket and sign up to receive
the ELFM’s weekly e-newsletter at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/news.
Don’t miss out on fall fun at the market!

PAR K D ISTR I C T
City Council’s Strategic Priorities to
diversify housing in the downtown. It
is now anticipated that the buildings on
Grand River Avenue will be down by no
later than spring 2017.
The site plan review process is moving
along, with the newly submitted plans
from DRW Holdings, LLC expected
to be reviewed by the East Lansing

Planning Commission and East Lansing
City Council this fall. There will also be
public hearings at upcoming meetings
of the Planning Commission and City
Council for community members who
would like to share feedback.
For the latest project updates
and meeting dates, visit www.
cityofeastlansing.com/ParkDistrict.

The DDA-owned property at 303 Abbot Road was demolished this summer.
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CITY CLERK

East Lansing City Clerk’s Office
Provides Election Information
With the November 8, 2016 General Election just around the corner, the East Lansing
City Clerk would like to remind voters of some upcoming key dates and information.

“We are
anticipating
a big turnout for
the Nov. 8 General
Election. Lines are
expected to be long.”

The voter registration deadline for the Nov. 8 election is Tuesday, Oct. 11. Eligible voters
can visit the City Clerk’s office, 410 Abbot Road, to register. Voter registration and
absentee voter ballot applications can also be found at www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections
or can be requested by mail by calling (517) 319-6904. The City Clerk’s office will have special
hours on Saturday, Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. to issue and receive absentee ballots. The last
day to have an absentee ballot mailed is Saturday, Nov. 5 and the last day a voter can apply for an
absentee ballot and have it issued in person is Monday, Nov. 7 by 4 p.m. All absentee ballots must be
returned to the City Clerk’s office by 8 p.m. on Election Day.

City Clerk
Marie Wicks

Voters should note that lines are expected to be long on Election Day due to the 2016 presidential election. Voters can visit
www.Michigan.gov/vote to find out where they vote and to view their sample ballot. Additional election information, including a link to
photo i.d. requirements and a precinct map, can be found at www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections.

EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library’s Grand Re-Opening to Take Place Oct. 1
After almost a year of renovations, the newand-improved East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL) will be unveiled to community
members at a Grand Re-Opening event on
Saturday, Oct. 1.
The event will include a brief program
and ribbon-cutting ceremony at noon
and family activities from noon-2 p.m.
Family activities will include face painting,
bubbles, balloon animals and much more.
ELPL’s exciting renovation project began
in December 2015 thanks to a very

generous donation of $1.5 million from a
library patron. The funds have been used
to renovate the interior of the library
building and reconfigure the library floor
plan to include more open space. Specific
improvements include an expansion of
ELPL’s Maker Studio, the addition of a
cyber café with vending machines, new
mobile shelving/furniture, an enhanced
children’s area, an expanded teen space, the
addition of small group meeting spaces,
new bathrooms and much more.
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“We would like to, once again, thank our
donor for the wonderful gift he has given
to the library and the community,” said
ELPL Director Kristin Shelley. “We would
also like to thank our patrons for bearing
with us during the renovations and the
intermittent closures of the library over the
past ten months. We can’t wait to unveil
the new-and-improved space to community
members.”
Visit www.elpl.org for additional
information.
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IT’S YOUR BUSINESS

Woven Art: A Cozy,
Local Yarn Shop
Tucked away in a small brick-and-mortar space along
downtown East Lansing’s Grove Street is a cozy, locally
owned yarn shop that has become a popular haven for
knitters, crocheters and weavers alike.
Woven Art opened its doors in 2003 and offers its own
line of hand-dyed yarns as well as natural fiber yarns and
accessories from a variety of companies. The shop also
features fiber art books, patterns and equipment. Classes
and events are offered in the space as well - everything
from Knit 101 for beginning knitters to advanced
knitting, crocheting, weaving and spinning classes. Stop
by on Fridays to meet the store dog, Zeby!

The City and Rotary Club or raising funds for a Veterans Monument at ELHCC.

PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N

Fundraiser for Veterans
Monument at ELHCC
The City of East Lansing and East Lansing Rotary Club
have partnered to raise community funds for a Veterans
Monument, which will honor all veterans from the East
Lansing community who have bravely served in the United
States military and memorialize those who gave their lives
while serving.
With the community’s support, the Veterans Monument will
be installed in front of the East Lansing Hannah Community
Center, 819 Abbot Road, adjacent to the Medal of Honor
Monument that was dedicated in November 2013 in memory
of U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 2nd Lt. Sherrod E. Skinner, Jr.
“Our plan has always been to expand the area where the
Medal of Honor monument was installed to honor all East
Lansing veterans,” said East Lansing Parks, Recreation & Arts
Director Tim McCaffrey. “We are hoping, with the help of the
community, that we can plan for a dedication in spring 2017.”

WOVEN ART
Address: 325B Grove Street
Website: yarnandfiberart.com

“We are excited to, once again, partner with the City in raising
funds to complete this meaningful project,” said East Lansing
Rotary Club Community Service Chair Pat Boog. “Project
donations will help us pay tribute to all of the local heroes who
have served our country in times of war and peace.”
The community fundraising goal for the Veterans Monument
project is $35,000. Tax-deductible donations from individuals,
businesses, companies, organizations and other community
groups are welcomed. Donations in the form of cash, credit
and/or checks made payable to the East Lansing Rotary
Club Foundation can be mailed to: City of East Lansing,
Department of Parks, Recreation & Arts, 410 Abbot Road,
East Lansing, MI 48823. Call Jane Stone at (517) 319-6809
with questions or to inquire about credit card donations.

Phone: (517) 203-4467
Store Hours: Sunday, noon-4 p.m.
Monday & Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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D E PA R T M E N T F E AT U R E

PA R K S & R E C R E AT I O N

A Look Inside the East Lansing
Department of Public Works

Environmental
Stewardship

The East Lansing Department of Public
Works (DPW) is one of the City of East
Lansing’s largest departments; this article
primarily focuses on the department’s
operations and neighborhood services.
DPW staff are responsible for everything
from picking up residents’ trash/recycling
to overseeing construction projects,
spearheading environmental efforts
and maintaining City infrastructure
and the urban forest. From a numbers
standpoint, DPW is responsible for 26
miles of major streets, 63 miles of local
streets, 62 miles of sidewalks, 190 miles
of public sewers, 4,250 manholes, 2,925
catch basins, 130 miles of water mains,
2,450 water valves, 1,060 fire hydrants
and 7,850 water meters.
On any given day, DPW employees can
be seen out in the community making
an impact. In the cold months, they are
called upon to fi x water main breaks
and work extended hours after major
snow events to keep the City’s roads safe

and passable and, in the warm months,
they are busy keeping the community
looking nice by planting trees and
flowers in public spaces, mowing
public right-of-ways and parks, street
sweeping, repairing streets and more.
Year round, DPW employees are out
in neighborhoods picking up residents’
refuse, recycling, yard waste, fall leaves
and bulk items. Many have taken it upon
themselves to get to know the residents
they serve by lending a hand to neighbors
in need, providing education when
collection services have changed and even
waving the truck “claw” for children.
DPW employees are also the unsung
heroes of major weather emergencies.
Along with police officers and
firefighters, they are the first to arrive out
in the field when severe weather strikes
to clear roads and sidewalks of snow,
ice, downed trees and limbs. They also
work countless hours after severe weather
events to collect residents’ storm debris.

Community volunteers are always needed
to help lend a hand in the parks throughout
the East Lansing community.
The City’s ongoing Environmental
Stewardship Program relies on volunteer
help to restore East Lansing’s park biotic
communities by removing problematic
invasive plant species and replacing them
with native species. A number of volunteer
park work days are scheduled throughout
the year, at which community volunteers
work alongside City staff members.
Interested volunteers can contact Heather
Surface at hsurfac@cityofeastlansing.
com or (517) 319-6888. A list of upcoming
work days and additional details on how
to dress and what to bring is available at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/healthyparks.

PACE

Snow Removal
Reminders
As the colder months approach, property
owners are encouraged to keep the City’s
snow and ice removal requirements in mind
for sidewalks adjacent to their properties.
Snow that accumulates before noon on a
sidewalk must be cleared by midnight the
same day and snow that accumulates after
noon on a sidewalk must be cleared by
midnight the following day. For snowfall
that occurs on more than one consecutive
day, snow must be cleared by the above
stated times or within 48 hours after the
first snowfall began, whichever is sooner.
Ice should be cleared or an abrasive (salt,
sand, etc.) should be applied within
12 hours of formation. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/snowremoval.

The East Lansing Department of Public Works provides year-round services to community members.
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COMMUNITY

East Lansing Community
Photo Contest
The City of East Lansing’s 2016 Community Photo Contest,
officially sponsored by Meijer and Velvet A Candy Store, is currently
underway. The contest deadline is Sunday, Oct. 16 at midnight.
Community members of all ages are invited to show off their
photographic talent by submitting up to five photos taken in East
Lansing during any of its four seasons. Photos can be submitted
online at www.cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest.
Winners will be contacted after the deadline to fi ll out and submit
a signed entry/model release form. The model release portion only
applies if the photos contain people.

The photo pictured above, taken by Noah Bradow, was a 2015 East Lansing
Community Photo Contest Honorable Mention winner.

Winners will receive gift card prizes generously donated by this
year’s sponsors, including $150, $100 and $50 Meijer gift cards for
1st, 2nd and 3rd place respectively and $10 Velvet A Candy Store
gift cards for 10 selected Honorable Mention photos. The winning
photos will also be featured in City of East Lansing marketing
materials, including the 2017 Community Calendar & 2016
Annual Report.

GUEST COLUMN

Committee Reviewing ELPS Elementary Buildings
BY: ELPS BOARD PRESIDENT
NELL KUHNMUENCH
The East Lansing Board of Education has
appointed a Community Committee to
review and evaluate our six elementary
school buildings. The Committee will
evaluate the physical structure of the
buildings in relation to the district’s
responsibility to offer our children
maximum educational opportunities and
bring our aging elementary buildings on
par with the quality of our high school and
middle school buildings - both of which
have undergone significant remodels in the
past decade.
The Committee’s chair is County Treasurer
Eric Shertzing and other members include
Dan Bollman, Allison Parker Johnson,
Dichondra Johnson, Samantha Marable,
Mark Meadows, Erica Loomis, Terah

Chambers, Mike Kaplowitz, Joan Ilardo,
Gretchen Neisler, Mary Shultz, Karin
Pfeiffer, Joanne Russell, Richard Huang,
Sameer Hanraden, Judy Kehler, Robert
Burns, Steven Haider, Henry James, Lisa
Rutkowski and David Powers.
The six elementary buildings in our district
are 45-60 years old. Several were built on
slabs based on a California design, not
on a freeze-thaw weather pattern. The
Committee is to gather information about
the elementary facilities, including the
physical characteristics of the sites where
these buildings are located (size, quality of
soils, traffic patterns and safety, playground
areas, overall suitability and functionality).
The Committee will also review current
educational programming needs and those
that may be adopted in the future, look at
enrollment projections, review bonding
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capacity, consider community input and
consider any other pertinent issues.
The committee meets on Thursday evenings
at East Lansing High School from 7-9 p.m.
The Committee recommendation(s) will
be provided to the Board of Education by
November 28, 2016. The meetings are open
to the public and each meeting will provide
an opportunity for public comment. Thank
you for your continuing support of and
interest in our excellent East Lansing school
district! Learn more at http://elps.us.
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PUBLIC WORKS

Residents Encouraged to Take
Online Water Service Survey
The City of East Lansing is currently
seeking the help of property owners in
updating its water service line and water
meter records by taking a quick online
survey at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
watersurvey. The survey is being conducted
in order for City staff to plan future meter
replacement and to help City staff and
property owners identify water service pipes
that may need future repair or replacement.
The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is currently considering new
regulations that could require the removal
of all lead components from U.S. water
distribution systems. To be proactive about
the potential changes to federal regulations,
the City is seeking to create an inventory

of the type of pipe material used in water
lines servicing East Lansing properties.
Property owners with a galvanized pipe
may have a lead gooseneck connecting
their pipes to the City water main. If the
EPA’s regulations were to change, it may
be required for the City to replace the
gooseneck and the resident to replace the
pipe entering their home or business.
“While the water supply provided to East
Lansing homes is regularly tested for lead
and has consistently been in compliance
with current regulations, we are aware
that regulations may be changing in the
future and would like to get ahead of
what might be coming,” said East Lansing
Infrastructure Administrator Ron Lacasse.

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

EL Welcomes the
World is Oct. 2
All community members are invited
to attend the 7th Annual East Lansing
Welcomes the World event, taking place
Sunday, Oct. 2 from 2:30-4:30 p.m. at the
East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road.
This special event, hosted by the City of
East Lansing and Michigan State University,
serves to welcome international students
and families to the East Lansing-MSU
community. The event will feature a brief
program, catered food, live music, children’s
activities, community information tables,
mingling and more. There will also be free
transportation to the event, with shuttle
buses running on a loop from 2-5 p.m.,
stopping regularly at MSU’s North Hubbard
Hall, the International Center, Brody Hall
and the Spartan Village Community Center.

MSU WELCOME

Welcome
Home, MSU
Spartans!
The City of East Lansing would
like to welcome home all returning
and new MSU Spartans. We hope
students, during their time at
MSU and perhaps beyond, take
advantage of all that the East
Lansing community has to offer.
The East Lansing Public Library
is a nice, quiet place to study (with
WIFI) and all students are eligible
to receive a library card. The East
Lansing Hannah Community
Center offers an affordable fitness
center as well as a variety of fitness
classes and a 25-yard heated pool.
The Northern Tier Trail is a great
destination for outdoor exercise,
featuring 4.5 miles of paved
pathways that connect to eight
community parks and recreational
facilities. One of the parks the
trail connects to is the Northern
Tail Dog Park - a great place for
students to take their dogs for
some off-leash fun.
Students looking for locally-grown
Michigan produce and products
can look no further than the East
Lansing Farmer’s Market. And
students looking to shop and dine
local can find plenty of options in
East Lansing’s vibrant downtown.

A photo from the 6th Annual EL Welcomes the World.

Community members interested in
being a part of welcoming this year’s
international attendees can sign up
to be a community ambassador by
sending an email to Jen Amormino,
jamormi@cityofeastlansing.com, or Phyllis
Thode, pthode@cityofeastlansing.com.
Anyone with questions about the event can
call ELPL at (517) 351-2420.
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Connect with the City online to
learn more about East Lansing:
www.cityofeastlansing.com, www.
facebook.com/cityofeastlansing
and www.twitter.com/CityofEL.
Receive local emergency alerts by
signing up for Nixle at https://
local.nixle.com/register/ or by
texting your zip code to 888777.

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
E. LANSING, MI
PERMIT NO. 75
City Council
410 Abbot Road, (517) 319-6904
Mayor Mark Meadows
Mayor Pro Tem Ruth Beier
Councilmember Erik Altmann
Councilmember Shanna Draheim
Councilmember Susan W. Woods
City Manager George Lahanas

Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you have any
questions, please call (517) 319-6873; write Dialog, 410 Abbot Road,
East Lansing, MI 48823; or email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com.
Visit cityofeastlansing.com/news to sign up for the monthly e-Dialog.
Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/CityofEL, like us on Facebook
at facebook.com/CityofEastLansing and sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

TM

community events
More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
EL Welcomes the World
Oct. 2, 2:30-4:30 p.m.

Great Pumpkin Walk
Oct. 27, 5-7 p.m.

International students and families are invited
to the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road, to get to know their neighbors and learn
about the community. Open to all. Learn more
on page 7.

Families can bring their costumed children
to downtown East Lansing to trick-or-treat
with participating businesses. More than 50
friendly businesses participate in this popular
event each year.

Autumn Fest
Oct. 9, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Green Friday
Dec. 2-3

Stop by the East Lansing Farmer’s Market, 280
Valley Court, to celebrate the splendor of fall.
There will be free donuts and cider, horse and
carriage rides, children’s activities, live music
and more.

Green Friday (and Saturday too!) is downtown
East Lansing’s version of the Black Friday
sales. Visitors can enjoy sales/specials at
participating businesses. Details will be posted
at www.downtownel.com closer to the dates.

MSU Homecoming Parade
Oct. 14, 6 p.m.

Winter Glow
Dec. 3, 2-5 p.m.

Community members are invited to line the
streets of East Lansing and MSU for the 2016
MSU Homecoming Parade. Find the parade
route and additional details at http://alumni.
msu.edu/programs/homecoming/.

This popular annual event features
marshmallow roasting, live music, ice carving,
pictures with Santa, an outdoor holiday
farmer’s market and more. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/WinterGlow.

