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CITY COUNCIL

CO M M U N I C AT I O N S

Income Tax and Property Tax
Reduction Ballot Proposals

City Launches
2017 Community
Photo Contest

In the face of ongoing financial challenges,
East Lansing City Council has placed a
proposed income tax and property tax
reduction on the November 7, 2017 General
Election ballot.
If the income tax proposal is approved by
voters, East Lansing residents (working
in East Lansing or elsewhere) would pay a
1% income tax and non-residents working
in East Lansing would pay a 0.5% income
tax. If a resident lives in East Lansing and
works in another community with an

income tax or works in East Lansing and
lives in another community with an income
tax, they would pay 0.5% to East Lansing
and 0.5% to the community in which they
work or live. These tax amounts are the
maximums allowed under state law and the
most common amounts levied by Michigan
municipalities with an income tax.
If the property tax reduction proposal is
approved, it would minimize the impact
of the income tax paid by residents and, in
some cases ....................... continued on page 2
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Visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax for additional information about the ballot proposals.

The City of East Lansing’s 2017 Community
Photo Contest, officially sponsored by Meijer
and Gigi’s Cupcakes, is currently underway. The
contest deadline is Sunday, Oct. 15 at midnight.
Community members of all ages are invited to
show off their photographic talent by submitting
up to five photos taken in East Lansing during
any of its four seasons. Photos can be submitted
online at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
photocontest.
Winners will be contacted after the deadline to
fi ll out and submit a signed entry/model release
form. The model release portion only applies if
the photos contain people.
Winners will receive gift card prizes generously
donated by this year’s sponsors, including
$150, $100 and $50 Meijer gift cards for 1st,
2nd and 3rd place respectively and $10 Gigi’s
Cupcakes gift cards for 10 selected Honorable
Mention photos. The winning photos will also
be featured in City of East Lansing marketing
materials (online and in print), including the
2018 Community Calendar & 2017 Annual
Report.
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BALLOT PROPOSALS
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20 mills cap
an income tax is collected. This
will result in a minimum reduction of 4.5679 mills; however, it is
Council’s intent to reduce the amount levied by 5 mills to 12.5679
mills. The property tax reduction is being proposed alongside the
income tax to minimize the impact on residents, while spreading
the cost of running the City across a larger tax base. Much of the
new revenue would come from those who work in East Lansing, but
live elsewhere. Whether a taxpayer’s taxes would go up, down or stay
considerably unaffected will depend on household income and the
taxable value of their home. Residents can view the Taxpayer Impact
Charts & Calculator at www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax to
get a better idea of the impact on their taxes. Most retirees will be
positively impacted if the proposals pass because most retirement
income is not taxable. Coupled with the property tax reduction, the
amount of taxes paid by retirees will decrease in most cases.

• Low taxable value per capita.

25

Council’s decision to put the proposals on the ballot stems from:
• Continuing, long-term financial challenges as a result of
decreased revenue sharing from the state over the past 16 years.
• Tight state restrictions on the ability of local governments to
raise new revenue. The City has had no growth in revenue in a
decade (percent change from 2006-2017 is -1.3 percent).
• The ongoing impact of the drop in property values as a result

• Legacy costs (retiree pension/healthcare), which have
increased due to the recession & below-average market returns
(80% funded in 2003, 53% funded today; pension only)
• The need to renew aging infrastructure and City facilities.
Steps taken to address the challenges over the years include:
• Decreasing the overall size of government (elimination of
130+ positions since 2007; 29% of the total City workforce).
• Restructuring pension and retirement benefits for employees.
• Consolidating and restructuring City departments.
• Creating a Healthcare Task Force to keep rising healthcare
costs at a minimum.
• Adding 2 mills to the EL Public Library operating budget.
• Sharing services with neighboring municipalities.
• Making other strategic cost-cutting decisions.
Despite these steps, the challenges have persisted and Council has
proposed the income tax as an option for new revenue. If both
proposals pass, approximately $5 million would be generated
annually, which would be used to maintain quality services to the
community, invest in aging infrastructure, cover legacy costs and
prevent additional, deep cuts to areas such as public safety, which
makes up 64.8% of the City’s general fund expenditures.
In placing the proposals on the ballot, Council is acting on the
recommendations of the Financial Health Review Team - a team of
residents and non-residents with backgrounds in government finance
and other areas of expertise who worked throughout the course of
2016 to identify new revenue options for the City. The first of the
new revenue options identified was a City income tax coupled with a
property tax reduction.

TAXPAYER IMPACT EXAMPLE

The example below illustrates the residential taxpayer impact if both proposals pass. It uses East Lansing’s average gross household income ($67,926) and
the average taxable value for improved residential parcels (i.e. parcels w/ a dwelling) in 2017 ($83,500). View the Taxpayer Impact Charts & Calculator at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax for the impact at other levels of income and taxable value. The income tax will be deductible on federal tax returns.

WHO WOULD
PAY THE
INCOME TAX?

Income Tax on East Lansing’s Average Gross Household Income

$67,926 x .01 = $679.26*

*This does not factor in exemptions. Assuming $600** for exemptions, the tax would be $673.26 for one exemption, $667.26 for
two exemptions, $661.26 for three exemptions, $655.26 for four exemptions, etc.

5 Mill Property Tax Reduction on East Lansing’s Average Taxable Value for Improved
Residential Parcels in 2017

RESIDENTS: 1%

Whether they work in
East Lansing or another
community.

$83,500 x .005 = $417.50

Annual Taxpayer Impact w/ One Exemption at $600**

$673.26 - $417.50 = $255.76

($21.31 per month & $4.92 per wk)

**Please note that the $600 for exemptions is an assumed amount. East Lansing City Council has yet to determine the amount
for exemptions. The deduction amount will be a minimum of $600 per the state tax code.
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NON-RESIDENTS: 0.5%
Working in East Lansing.
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CITY OF EAST LANSING

2017 INCOME TAX & PROPERTY TAX REDUCTION
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
WHAT IS AN INCOME TAX?

An income tax is a tax levied by a government directly on income, especially an
annual tax on personal income.

IF IT PASSES, WHO WOULD PAY THE EAST LANSING
INCOME TAX?

Residents and non-residents working in the community would pay the income
tax. Residents would pay a 1% income tax (whether they work in East Lansing
or elsewhere) and non-residents would pay a 0.5% income tax (there will be
exemptions for certain income and number of dependents). If a resident lives in
East Lansing and works in another community with an income tax or works in
East Lansing and lives in another community with an income tax, they would pay
0.5% to East Lansing and 0.5% to the community in which they work or live.
The impact of the income tax for residents would be reduced by the property tax
reduction (if it passes) and, in some cases (i.e. retirees exempt from the income
tax), the overall amount of taxes paid would decrease. The property tax reduction
would only occur in the event that an income tax is approved by voters.

WHY IS THE INCOME TAX QUESTION GOING ON THE
BALLOT ALONGSIDE A PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACK
QUESTION? WHY NOT JUST RAISE TAXES?
Property taxes in East Lansing are already high. By combining an income tax
with a reduction in property tax, the ballot proposals (if approved) will spread
the cost of running the City across a larger tax base and help offset the income
tax paid by residents. Much of the new revenue will come from people who work
in East Lansing, but live elsewhere. At the same time, most seniors who own their
homes will get a tax break because retirement income is not taxed locally.

IF IT PASSES, WHAT WILL THE PROPERTY TAX
ROLLBACK LOOK LIKE?

Property taxes will be reduced from the 20 mill limitation under the City Charter
to 13 mills. This will result in a minimum reduction of 4.5679 mills since the
current rate is 17.5679 mills. It is Council’s intent to reduce the actual amount
levied by 5 mills to 12.5679 mills, which will minimize the impact of the
estimated income tax paid by residents and, in some cases (i.e. retirees exempt
from the income tax), decrease the overall amount of taxes paid. The property tax
reduction would only occur in the event that the income tax passes.

IF THE PROPERTY TAX ROLLBACK PASSES, WILL THE
CITY BE ABLE TO RAISE PROPERTY TAXES AGAIN IN
THE FUTURE?

WHY DOES THE CITY NEED NEW REVENUE?

Since 2001, revenue from the State of Michigan and other sources has declined,
while City costs have increased. There has been no growth in City general
fund revenue in a decade (percent change from 2006-2017 is -1.3%). Despite
many steps taken to cut costs, including reducing City staffing by more
than 130 positions since 2007, the challenges have persisted. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

MY TAXES ARE HIGH ALREADY. WHAT STEPS HAS
THE CITY TAKEN TO CUT COSTS? WHAT OPTIONS
ARE AVAILABLE BESIDES AN INCOME TAX?

Many steps have been taken to cut costs, including reducing City staffing by
more than 130 positions since 2007. Further cuts in staffing will lead to cuts in
services to residents. Under state law, the only options available for municipalities
to raise revenue are through property taxes and income taxes. Municipalities in
Michigan are unable to levy sales tax, for example.

IF BOTH BALLOT PROPOSALS PASS, HOW MUCH
FUNDING WOULD BE GENERATED FOR THE CITY?

Approximately $5 million (net including income tax and property tax reduction)
would be generated annually. Much of the revenue will be generated from
non-residents who work in East Lansing. View the Income Tax Feasibility Study
commissioned by the Financial Health Review Team (FHT) and the FHT Revenue
Options document at www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax for more information.
*Please note that the Income Tax Feasibility Study does not take into account the
Property Tax Reduction in its calculation of the funding that would be generated.

HOW WOULD THE FUNDING GENERATED FROM
THE INCOME TAX BE USED?

The funding would be used to reinvest in aging infrastructure (roads, sidewalks,
etc.), maintain strong public services to the community and prevent additional,
deep cuts to areas such as public safety, which makes up 64.8% of the City’s
general fund expenditures. The funding would also be used to cover legacy costs
(retiree pensions and healthcare).

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE BALLOT PROPOSALS
DON’T PASS?

The City will need to find $3 million in savings annually to cover its ongoing
legacy costs and another $2 million for needed infrastructure improvements
(streets, sidewalks, aging City facilities, etc.). To achieve these savings, deep cuts
would need to be made to areas such as public safety.

IF BOTH PROPOSALS PASS, WHEN WOULD THEY
BE IMPLEMENTED?

Not without a vote of the people. The proposal would amend the City Charter to
cap property taxes at the new level of 13 mills (currently 20 mills). Any future
increase would require another Charter amendment.

The income tax would be implemented on January 1, 2018 and the property tax
reduction would be implemented at the beginning of the new fiscal year, which
would be July 1, 2018.

IF BOTH PROPOSALS PASS, WILL MY TOTAL
TAXES GO UP OR DOWN?

WHAT INCOME WOULD BE EXEMPT FROM THE
PROPOSED CITY INCOME TAX?

If you are a resident, it will depend on your household income and the taxable
value of your home. Your taxable income will be taxed at 1% and your total
property taxes will decrease by about 10%. You can get a more exact estimate
by viewing the Taxpayer Impact Charts & Calculator at www.cityofeastlansing.
com/incometax. Note that retirement income is not taxed locally, so seniors on
fixed incomes who own their homes will, in most cases, see a reduction in total
taxes. Retirement income includes Social Security, pensions, 401(K)
distributions, annuities and IRA distributions after age 59 ½.

Income exempt from the income tax would include all retirement income
(social security, pensions, 401K, annuities, IRA distributions after age 59 ½),
unemployment income, military pay, tax refunds (city, state and federal) and more.
For a more exhaustive list visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

WHAT IF I LIVE OUTSIDE OF EAST LANSING, BUT
WORK IN EAST LANSING?
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You would pay a 0.5% income tax.

Dialog Newsletter

September 2017

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS, cont’d
WHAT IF I LIVE IN EAST LANSING, BUT WORK
OUTSIDE OF EAST LANSING? IS MY INCOME STILL
SUBJECT TO TAX?

WHAT TAXES DOES EAST LANSING CURRENTLY
COLLECT?

Yes. For residents, taxable income would be subject to the 1% tax no matter where
it is earned, but the inmpact would be minimized by the property tax reduction.

WHAT IF I LIVE IN EAST LANSING, BUT WORK
OUTSIDE OF EAST LANSING IN A JURISDICTION THAT
ALREADY HAS AN INCOME TAX?

Your total local income tax would not exceed 1%. You would file as an East Lansing
resident and on your tax form you would receive a credit for any income tax you
paid to Lansing or any other municipality. So, if all of your income was earned in
Lansing, that would mean on the 1% total tax, you would get a 0.5% credit on the
East Lansing income tax and your income tax would be 0.5% for Lansing and 0.5%
for East Lansing.

WHAT IF I LIVE IN ANOTHER JURISDICTION AND
ALREADY PAY AN INCOME TAX, BUT WORK IN
EAST LANSING?

Your total local income tax would not exceed 1%. You would pay a 0.5% income tax
to East Lansing and a 0.5% income tax to the jurisdiction in which you live.

WHAT IF I ONLY WORK IN EAST LANSING PART OF
THE TIME AND I’M A NON-RESIDENT?
The tax would only apply to the income earned while working in East Lansing.

HOW WILL SENIORS/RETIREES BE IMPACTED?

The majority of seniors/retirees will be positively impacted if both proposal pass due
to most retirement income (Social Security, Pensions, 401K, annuities, IRA distributions
after age 59 ½) not being taxable and the reduction in property taxes. In many
cases, the total amount of taxes paid will decrease.

HOW WILL STUDENTS BE IMPACTED?

Students who are residents (have an East Lansing address on their driver’s license)
will be subject to the same 1% income tax as other residents if they work in East
Lansing or another community (minus an exemption amount that will not be taxed,
which has not yet been determined by Council). Non-resident students who work
in East Lansing will pay a 0.5% income tax and would only pay the tax on the
income earned in East Lansing (minus the determined exemption amount). Here is
an example with a $600 exemption assumption: A student resident works during the
school year and earns $5,000. The first $600 would not be taxed, so the 1% income
tax on $4,400 would be $44.

HOW WILL THE INCOME TAX BE COLLECTED?

It will be collected by employers. Residents working in other communities without
an income tax will need to file a form with his/her employer stating the number of
exemptions claimed, the city of residence, the predominant place of employment and
the percentage of work done in the predominant place of employment. The same is
true for residents working in other communities with an income tax.

The City currently collects property taxes for the operating budget (17.5679 mills),
library (1.9976 mills), solid waste/recycling (1.8250 mills) and debt (.7946) for a
total of 22.1851 mills and approximately 38 percent of the tax bill for residents
with a principal residence exemption. The City is also a collecting agency for the
East Lansing Downtown Development Authority, Lansing Community College, the
State Education Tax, Ingham and Clinton counties, the Local School District, the
Intermediate School District, the Capital Region Airport Authority and the Capital
Area Transportation Authority (CATA), which makes up the remainder of the property
owner’s tax bill.

WHAT IS TAXABLE VALUE AND HOW CAN I FIND OUT
MY PROPERTY’S TAXABLE VALUE?

Taxable value is the value against which millage rates are levied to determine
property taxes. Residents can find out their taxable value at www.cityofeastlansing.
com/incometax (under Taxpayer Impact) or on their property tax bill.

HOW WOULD THE PROPERTY MILLAGE RATE
REDUCTION AFFECT MY PROPERTY TAX BILL?

The standard way to find out your tax amount based on the millage rate is to
take that rate and multiply it by the taxable value of your property, then divide
the result by 1,000. If the property tax reduction passes, it is Council’s intent
to reduce the millage rate by 5 mills. Here is an example to help illustrate the
impact: You have a home with a taxable value of $100,000 and the millage rate is
reduced by 5 mills. You would multiply your taxable value by 5 ($100,000 X 5) and
divide it by $1,000 to find out how much your property taxes would go down. In
this example, it would go down $500. The Taxpayer Impact Charts & Calculator at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax further illustrate the taxpayer impact.

WOULD INTEREST FROM NON-RETIREMENT
ACCOUNTS BE TAXED?

Generally, yes. Proceeds from pension and retirement accounts are exempt. Also
exempt is interest from obligations of the United States, the states or subordinate
units of government. Learn more about taxable and non-taxable income at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

ARE RESIDENTS’ CAPITAL GAINS SUBJECT TO THE
INCOME TAX?

Generally, yes. For residents, capital gains are taxed to the extent they exceed any
capital losses. However, gains on pension or retirement benefits and gains on sales of
obligation of the U.S. are exempt. Learn more about taxable and non-taxable income
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

ARE NON-RESIDENTS’ CAPITAL GAINS SUBJECT TO THE
INCOME TAX?
Only to the extent that capital gains exceed capital losses from the sale of real and
tangible personal property if the capital gains arise from property located in the
City. Learn more about taxable income at www.cityofeastlansing.com/incometax.

WHAT OTHER COMMUNITIES IN MICHIGAN HAVE
AN INCOME TAX?

Currently, 22 Michigan communities have an income tax. The communities with a
standard 1% income tax for residents include Albion, Battle Creek, Big Rapids, Flint,
Grayling, Hamtramck, Hudson, Ionia, Jackson, Lansing, Lapeer, Muskegon, Muskegon
Heights, Pontiac, Port Huron, Portland, Springfield and Walker. The communities that
tax at a higher rate as permitted by statute include Detroit, Grand Rapids,
Highland Park and Saginaw.
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CITY MANAGER

Citizen Volunteers Needed to
Serve on Boards & Commissions
The City of East Lansing is currently seeking citizen volunteers to serve on several of
its advisory boards and commissions. Community members interested in serving their
community through active civic engagement are encouraged to apply.
A list of vacancies and an application are available online at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/vacancies. As of mid August, there were openings on the
Arts Commission, Art Selection Panel, Building Authority, Historic District Commission,
Human Relations Commission, Officers Compensation Commission and Planning
Commission. The majority of the boards and commissions meet monthly and do not require prior
experience.

“The
City of East
Lansing encourages
citizen participation
at every level of local
government.”
City Manager
George Lahanas

“The City of East Lansing encourages citizen participation at every level of local government,” said East Lansing City Manager George
Lahanas. “Serving on a board or commission is a tremendous opportunity for citizens to engage in the work of their City government and
take part in decisions regarding City policies, development and programs.”
Contact Tammy Weiss at (517) 319-6869 or tweiss@cityofeastlansing.com for more information.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Enjoy Autumn at the East Lansing Farmer’s Market
The 2017 season of the East Lansing
Farmer’s Market (ELFM) is in full swing
and will continue this fall on Sundays from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court Park, 280
Valley Court, through the end of October.
Community members are encouraged to
enjoy the splendor of fall at the ELFM,
which will feature plenty of autumn
goodies grown and prepared by local
farmers and vendors.
Items that can be found at the market this
fall will include everything from pumpkins

to gourds, squash, apples, maple syrup,
baked goods, flowers, honey, artisan bread,
meat, cheese, fish, pasta, coffee, jams,
sauces, fresh vegetables/fruits, eat-on-site
food and much more. All products sold
at the ELFM are 100% homegrown (or
homemade) right here in Michigan.
In addition to regular market days, the
ELFM will be hosting its annual Autumn
Fest event on Sunday, Oct. 8. This year’s
Autumn Fest will feature everything from
horse and carriage rides to free cider and
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donuts, live music, fall-inspired children’s
activities and more.
Community members can
learn more about the ELFM at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/farmersmarket.
An online shopping checklist is posted
each week to give customers a preview
of what will be available at the market
that upcoming Sunday. Community
members can also sign up to receive
the ELFM’s weekly e-newsletter at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/news.

Dialog Newsletter

September 2017

IT’S YOUR BUSINESS

Sundance Jewelers
Moves to New Spot
Sundance Jewelers has moved to a new home in
downtown East Lansing. The locally owned jewelry
shop, founded in 1973, is now located across the street
from the East Lansing Marriott at University Place at
330 Albert Ave.
Sundance Jewelers has a great selection of MSU and
Michigan jewelry as well as bridal jewelry, designer
jewelry and more. The business also offers full-service,
in-house jewelry repair and a custom design service.
Community members are encouraged to check out
Sundance Jewelers’ beautiful new space and shop local at
a family business celebrating 44 years in East Lansing.

The ELPD Bike Unit allows officers to interact more closely with the community.

POLICE

Community Policing
with the ELPD Bike Unit
With a strong focus on community policing and engagement,
the East Lansing Police Department (ELPD) has worked
to grow its Bike Unit in recent years. The ELPD Bike Unit
currently consists of six officers and one supervisor.
The ELPD Bike Unit helps bring police officers closer to the
community, provides a softer approach to traditional road
patrol and increases the number of face-to-face interactions
officers have with community members on a daily basis. Some
may be surprised to know that officers with the ELPD Bike
Unit perform the same patrol functions as officers behind
the wheel, including everything from traffic stops to calls for
service, complaint reports, assistance with community events
and more. The ELPD Bike Unit also focuses a great deal on
bike safety outreach in the East Lansing community.

SUNDANCE
Address: 330 Albert Ave.

“We know firsthand how unsafe it can be, which is why we
work hard to provide rider education when we are out and
about on the roads,” said ELPD Sgt. Chad Pride, who serves as
the supervisor of the ELPD Bike Unit.
Here are a few safety tips the ELPD Bike Unit encourages
bicyclists to keep in mind:
• Go with the flow of traffic. Cars turning at intersections may
not see a bicyclist coming if they are not traveling in the same
direction as traffic flow.

Website: sundancejewelers.com
Phone: (517) 337-7446

• Obey all traffic laws and lights/signs. Bicyclists are expected
to obey the same laws as vehicles when out on the roads.

Store Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

• Protect your head with a helmet and stay visible by using
lights when biking at night or in low-light conditions.
• Use hand signals to let drivers and other bicyclists know
where you’re going.
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D E PA R T M E N T F E AT U R E

PACE

A Look Inside the East Lansing
Fire Department

Party Litter
Ordinance

The East Lansing Fire Department
(ELFD) is a comprehensive, fulltime fire department consisting of 46
firefighter paramedics and five fire
prevention, emergency management
and administration personnel. ELFD
operates out of two fire stations, one
located at 1700 Abbot Road and one
located on the MSU campus at 208 W.
Shaw Lane. The department provides
services to both the East Lansing
community and the MSU campus.

The City of East Lansing has a party litter
ordinance that all community members are
encouraged to keep in mind. The ordinance
was formulated with feedback from MSU
student groups.

ELFD responds to an average of 434 calls
for service a month; 70-80 percent of
which are Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) calls. On a 24/7 basis, ELFD
staffs two fire trucks (a fire engine and
ladder truck) and two ambulances,
although one to three additional
ambulances and one additional fire
engine are brought in and staffed on
large event weekends, such as MSU
home football games. ELFD also has
a technical rescue vehicle that can be

placed into service as needed as well as a
rescue boat.
In addition to responding to fire and
EMS calls, ELFD provides fire safety
inspections and community education,
plan review for fire suppression systems
and more. ELFD is also actively involved
in the Lansing Metro Response Team’s
Technical Rescue Team and the Active
Violence Response Team - one of the first
in the state.
ELFD firefighter paramedics have a
high level of technical training for a
community of East Lansing’s size. They
are trained to respond to everything
from tunnel collapses to high-angle
rescues, hazmat emergencies, active
violence, water rescues, freeway accidents,
tower rescues and more. All of ELFD’s
firefighters are trained at the paramedic
level and are equipped to provide
advanced life support, including cardiac
monitoring and defibrillation, drug
administration, airway control and more.

Party litter includes anything from
bottles to cans, cups, kegs, food wrappers,
containers and other waste in yards.
PACE officers have the discretion to issue
warnings for minor offenses or no-warning
tickets for severe and/or repeated offenses
involving party litter. Fines are $130, $180,
$280 and $480 for a first, second, third and
fourth offense respectively. Left untouched,
party litter can blow into neighboring
yards, sidewalks and streets. In addition to
being unsightly, it can clog sewer basins and
some items (glass) can create hazards for
pedestrians.

PACE

Snow Removal
Reminders
As the colder months approach, property
owners are encouraged to keep the City’s
snow and ice removal requirements in mind
for sidewalks adjacent to their properties.
Snow that accumulates before noon on a
sidewalk must be cleared by midnight the
same day and snow that accumulates after
noon on a sidewalk must be cleared by
midnight the following day. For snowfall
that occurs on more than one consecutive
day, snow must be cleared by the above
stated times or within 48 hours after the
first snowfall began, whichever is sooner.
Ice should be cleared or an abrasive (salt,
sand, etc.) should be applied within
12 hours of formation. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/snowremoval.

The East Lansing Fire Department provides fire and EMS services to the City of East Lansing and MSU.
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CITY CLERK

Voters Reminded of Key
Election Dates
With the November 7, 2017 General Election just around the
corner, the East Lansing City Clerk’s office would like to remind
voters of some upcoming key dates.
The voter registration deadline for the November election
is Tuesday, Oct. 10. Eligible voters can visit the City Clerk’s
office, 410 Abbot Road to register. Voter registration and
absentee voter ballot applications can also be found at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections or can be requested by mail by
calling (517) 319-6914.

In addition to election information on the City’s website, voters can find their voting
location and view their sample ballot by visiting www.Michigan.gov/vote.

The City Clerk’s office will have special hours on Saturday, Nov.
4 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. to issue and receive absentee voter ballots.
The last day to have an absentee voter ballot mailed is Saturday,
Nov. 4 and the last day a voter can apply for an absentee voter
ballot and have it issued in person at the City Clerk’s office is
Monday, Nov. 6 by 4 p.m. All absentee voter ballots must be
returned to the City Clerk’s office by 8 p.m. on Election Day.
Community members can find additional election information at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/elections.

GUEST COLUMN

ELPS Elementary School Bond Project Update
BY: ELPS SUPERINTENDENT DORI
LEYKO
The planning and design process is well
underway for the construction of five new
elementary schools (Donley, Glencairn,
Marble, Pinecrest and Whitehills) and
the renovation of Red Cedar Elementary
School.
Following the passage of the May 2
Elementary School Bond Proposal, the
School District’s 2017 School Building
and Site Bonds, Series 1 were sold at a
true interest rate of 3.44% with a final
maturity of 2042. This was more than
a full percentage point less than what
was estimated in the prequalification
application. This sale resulted in a lower
cost of borrowing, which will equate to
lower payments by taxpayers over the life of
the issue.

The building construction order through
2018-19 has been determined. The
construction timeline is as follows:
• 2017-18 – Red Cedar renovation, design
work for district instructional space
prototypes, design and site planning for
Donley and Glencairn
• 2018-19 – new construction of Donley
and Glencairn, design and site planning for
the next two buildings
• 2019-20, 2020-21 – TBD (Pinecrest,
Whitehills, Marble, Red Cedar
programming finishes)
District leaders have established a
committee structure that will provide
opportunities for input and feedback
from numerous stakeholders. The details
of this committee structure and other
bond updates can be viewed at http://elps.
k12.mi.us/our-district/bond-updates.

Page 8

Community forums will be held at each
building to allow members from each
school community to provide input
and feedback regarding the design and
site layout of the building. Community
members are also welcome to give public
comment at any East Lansing Public
Schools Board of Education meeting. The
meetings are held the second and fourth
Mondays of the month in the lower level of
East Lansing High School.

Dialog Newsletter

September 2017

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Two Major Redevelopment
Projects Coming to Downtown
Two major redevelopment projects will be
taking shape in downtown East Lansing
over the course of the next few years.
Demolition is anticipated to begin this
fall in downtown East Lansing’s Park
District Planning Area to make way for
a redevelopment project that will include
an 11-story, mixed-use building along the
100 block of W. Grand River Avenue with
two levels of parking, a 150-room hotel,
retail space, 197 mixed-market rental units
and a rooftop terrace. The project will also
include a five-story building on Evergreen
Avenue featuring 66 residential condos and
two levels of parking.
Demolition is also anticipated to begin
this fall to make way for the Center City

District redevelopment project along the
100 and 200 blocks of E. Grand River
Avenue and the Albert Avenue Parking Lot.
This project will feature a 12-story, mixeduse building on Grand River Avenue with a
Target flexible-format store and a 10-story
building on Albert Avenue with senior
housing and street-level retail.
Both the Park District and Center City
projects will also include significant
infrastructure and placemaking
improvements in the downtown.
While the timelines for these projects
are still a moving target, community
members can find up-to-date information
for these and other projects at www.
cityofeastlansing.com/developmentprojects.

GLOBAL COMMUNITY

EL Welcomes the
World is Oct. 1
All community members are invited
to attend the 8th Annual East Lansing
Welcomes the World event, taking place
Sunday, Oct. 1 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the
East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950
Abbot Road.
This special event, hosted by the City of
East Lansing and MSU, serves to welcome
international students and families to the
community. The event will feature a brief
program, catered food, live music, children’s
activities, community information tables,
mingling and more. There will also be free
transportation to the event, with shuttle
buses running on a loop from 1-4 p.m.,
stopping regularly at MSU’s North Hubbard
Hall, the International Center, Brody Hall
and the Spartan Village Community Center.
The last bus will leave ELPL at 3:30 p.m.

A photo from the 7th Annual EL Welcomes the World.

Community members interested in
being a part of welcoming this year’s
international attendees can sign up
to be a community ambassador by
sending an email to Jen Amormino,
jamormi@cityofeastlansing.com, or Phyllis
Thode, pthode@cityofeastlansing.com.
Anyone with questions about the event can
call ELPL at (517) 351-2420.
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MSU WELCOME

Welcome
Home, MSU
Spartans!
The City of East Lansing would
like to welcome home all returning
and new MSU Spartans. We hope
students, during their time at
MSU and perhaps beyond, take
advantage of all that the East
Lansing community has to offer.
The East Lansing Public Library,
950 Abbot Road, is a nice, quiet
place to study (with WIFI) and
all students are eligible to receive
a library card. The East Lansing
Hannah Community Center, 819
Abbot Road, offers an affordable
fitness center as well as a variety of
fitness classes and a 25-yard heated
swimming pool.
Students looking to enjoy the
outdoors can look no further than
the Northern Tier Trail - a great
destination for outdoor exercise,
featuring 4.5 miles of paved
pathways that connect to eight
community parks and recreational
facilities. And students looking for
locally-grown Michigan produce
and products are encouraged to
visit the East Lansing Farmer’s
Market, open on Sundays from 10
a.m.-2 p.m. in Valley Court Park
through Oct. 29. The City of East
Lansing’s vibrant downtown is
also a great place to visit for local
shopping and dining.
Connect with the City online to
learn more about East Lansing:
www.cityofeastlansing.com, www.
facebook.com/cityofeastlansing,
www.twitter.com/CityofEL
and www.instagram.com/
cityofeastlansing.
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City of East Lansing

Environmental
Stewardship Program
Transforming East Lansing’s parks one plant, one volunteer
and one work day at a time!
Work days consist of restoration of natural areas through invasive
plant removal, native plant plantings, mulching trails and gardening.

Fall Work Days:
Sept. 9 • Oct. 14 • Nov. 11 • Dec. 9

To volunteer and learn more about the program, email:
Environmental Stewardship Coordinator Heather Surface at
hsurfac@cityofeastlansing.com
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FREE WINTER ACTIVITIES

P H O T O S W I T H S A N TA

ICE CARVING WINTER BARNYARD

LIVE MUSIC CARRIAGE RIDES

ROASTED MARSHMALLOW S

SATURDAY, DEC. 2 • 2-5 p.m.

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES AND GAMES

DOWNTOWN EAST LANSING

WINTER FARMER’S MARKET

ANN STREET PLAZA

DOWNTOWN EAST LANSING

One Weekend Only

Shop Holiday Specials

Support local businesses

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
DEC. 1-2 • ALL DAY

Shopping and Dining
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community events
More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
EL Welcomes the World
Oct. 1, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Great Pumpkin Walk
Oct. 30, 5-7 p.m.

International students and families are invited
to the East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbot
Road, to get to know their neighbors and learn
about the community. Open to all. Learn more
on page 7.

Families can bring their costumed children
to downtown East Lansing to trick-or-treat
with participating businesses. More than 50
friendly businesses participate. Please note that
the event is on a Monday this year!

Autumn Fest
Oct. 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Green Friday
Dec. 1-2

Stop by the East Lansing Farmer’s Market, 280
Valley Court, to celebrate the splendor of fall.
There will be free donuts and cider, horse and
carriage rides, children’s activities, live music
and more.

Green Friday (and Saturday too!) is downtown
East Lansing’s version of the Black Friday
sales. Visitors can enjoy sales/specials at
participating businesses. Details will be posted
at www.downtownel.com closer to the dates.

MSU Homecoming Parade
Oct. 20, 6 p.m.

Winter Glow
Dec. 2, 2-5 p.m.

Community members are invited to line the
streets of East Lansing and MSU for the 2017
MSU Homecoming Parade. Find the parade
route and additional details at http://alumni.
msu.edu/traditions/homecoming/.

This popular annual event features
marshmallow roasting, live music, ice carving,
pictures with Santa, an outdoor holiday
farmer’s market and more. Learn more at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/WinterGlow.

