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DOWNTOWN EAST LANSING

Art Scene Heats Up in Downtown East Lansing
Community members who haven’t been
to downtown East Lansing in awhile
may notice some changes the next time
they visit. In addition to the tower crane
perched over the Center City District
project site, there are some welcome
additions to the downtown art scene.

Development Authority (DDA)
utilized community partnerships and
provided supplementary financial
support to make the installations
possible. In October, with the assistance
of a $10,000 Lansing Economic
Area Partnership Public Art for
Communities grant, four artistic
fence panels, designed and created
by local artist Maureen Gray, were

installed along the perimeter of the
Bailey Parking Lot. Following that,
in November, a collaborative student
mural project between the DDA and
MSU Department of Art, Art History
and Design (with support from building
owner Paul Vlahakis) was unveiled in
the Grove Street Alley.
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were installed downtown. In both
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Considering Next
Steps to Address
Budget Issues
Discussions will
be continuing
this spring
regarding
next steps to
address the
City’s financial
challenges. In an
effort to ensure
the City’s future financial sustainability,
the East Lansing City Council is
currently considering potential
service cuts, new revenue options or a
combination of both.
We would like to thank the community
members who participated in our
Budget Priorities Community
Engagement Meetings and surveys
earlier this year. We were pleased with
the turnout at those meetings and
truly appreciate community members
taking time out of their schedules to
learn more about the City’s financial
challenges and share their ideas and
feedback. The community’s input will
be considered as Council moves toward
a decision on next steps.
Results of the community surveys,
compiled by Public Sector
Consultants, can be found at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
budgetprioritiesfeedback. Background
information on the City’s financial
challenges can be found at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
financialbackground (also see page 5).

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager

page 2

The Broad Art Museum’s new Art Lab is scheduled to open this April at 565 E. Grand River Ave.

DOWNTOWN ART

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Art Museum’s new Art Lab, which
will be taking up residence in the
7,400-square-foot ground level of
the new building at 565 E. Grand
River Ave. This new placemaking
project was supported by a $1 million
gift from the MSU Federal Credit
Union and it is scheduled to open
the weekend of April 14-15. The lab

will host exhibitions, workshops and
social spaces designed for individual
and collective interaction with arts
and culture.
This expansion of the Broad into
downtown East Lansing was
enthusiastically and financially
supported by the DDA.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

The Bigger Picture East Lansing
Master Plan Update
The Bigger Picture East Lansing Draft
Master Plan recently underwent a 63day review process, which included
four public input open houses
as well as review by surrounding
communities, the Tri-County
Regional Planning Commission,
MSU, the Ingham County Road
Commission, utility companies and
state transportation entities.
The feedback from this process was
compiled and forwarded to the East
Lansing Planning Commission to
determine any additional changes
to the plan prior to setting a public
hearing to adopt the document. The
public hearing is expected to take

place this spring.
The Master Plan is a broad-based
policy document for the physical,
economic and social development of
a city as it relates to land use. It has a
long-range perspective that provides
a coordinated approach to making
important decisions. East Lansing’s
plan is the result of countless hours
of work by the East Lansing Planning
Commission, City staff, consultants,
community volunteers who served on
steering committees and others in the
community who were a part of the
public participation process. Learn
more at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
MasterPlan.
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PUBLIC WORKS

Water Resource Recovery Facility
Improvements
When driving down Trowbridge Road from US 127, it is hard to miss the
construction at the East Lansing Water Resource Recovery Facility (WRRF).
On an average day, the WRRF treats 12 million gallons of waste water from East
Lansing, Meridian Township and MSU and safely releases the treated flow into
the Red Cedar River. The City is in the process of renewing the WRRF to ensure
the facility is capable of continuing its critical mission for the next 40 years.

“These critical
investments will
ensure the future
reliability and safe
operations of the
City’s utilities.”
East Lansing Public Works
Director Scott House

Having recently completed the first phase of improvements, including the
rehabilitation of the tertiary treatment and construction of a new ultra-violet
disinfection system, the City is now working on the second phase: constructing
a new headworks facility to receive and pump flows from the various communities. The new headworks will significantly reduce
energy usage and will separate out grit and other contaminants that damage treatment equipment. As part of this project, two
large diameter sewers were structurally lined for re-purposing and re-use.
To fund these improvements, sewer and water payments have been used to cover debt service and to allow for the cash funding
of projects. Designs are also underway for the next phase of improvements: replacement and rehabilitation of critical sewers on
Michigan Avenue, the upgrade of the Woodingham Pump Station and upgrades to solids handling at the WRRF.

PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Progress at the Center City District Project Site
A significant amount of progress
has been made at the Center City
District project site since the start of
construction this past December.

foundation built specifically for it. It
is operated by two crew members who
both have years of experience and carry
an operators certificate.

The project has gone vertical and will
continue to take shape throughout the
year. A tower crane has been brought
in to assist with daily operations
at the project site. This large piece
of machinery was load tested and
inspected by third party special
inspectors prior to use and it sits on a

To ensure safety, heavy materials will
not be lifted over private property
or streets. Additionally, the crane is
“unlocked” at night to allow it to act
as a weathervane. This is a common
practice to reduce stress on the crane’s
structure in high winds. If community
members see it moving when not in use,

it can be attributed to the wind.
The Center City District project is on
schedule to be completed by August
2019. The parking component of the
project - a new, 620-space parking
structure - is expected to open prior to
the project’s completion in early 2019
and the new Target flexible-format store
is expected to open by spring 2019.
For the latest project updates, visit
www.eastlansingbuzz.org.
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IT’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Charlie Kang’s Serves Up
Chinese & Korean Cuisine
Charlie Kang’s Chinese & Korean Cuisine is a long-time
downtown East Lansing establishment that recently relocated
to a newly renovated space located at 109 E. Grand River Ave.
in downtown East Lansing.
The restaurant offers a robust menu of authentic Chinese and
Korean fare. Menu items include a variety of chicken dishes,
shrimp dishes, beef dishes, vegetarian dishes, noodle dishes
and more. Two of the restaurant’s specialties include a Hot
Stone Bowl Bibimbap and a spicy Mongolian Beef. The local
restaurant offers dine-in, carry-out or delivery options for
lunch and dinner. There is also free WIFI at Charlie Kang’s
for those looking to work while they dine.

Improvements to the Northern Tier Trail are slated for completion this fall.

PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

Northern Tier Trail
Project Now Underway
An improvement project along the City of East Lansing’s
Northern Tier Trail is currently underway and is expected
to be completed by fall of this year.

CHARLIE KANG’S
Address: 109 E. Grand River Ave.
Website: www.charliekangs.com
Phone: (517) 332-4696
Hours:
Sunday, noon-9:30 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
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The East Lansing Department of Parks, Recreation &
Arts was awarded $1,526,089 from the Ingham County
Trails and Parks Millage to repair/replace six pedestrian
bridges and make surface improvements to 3.47 miles of
the Northern Tier Trail (the portion in Ingham County).
The bridge work began in January, with work currently
underway to remove and replace the bridge south of the
East Lansing Soccer Complex and the bridge east of the
pond in Albert A. White Memorial Park. From there,
the crews will move on to making repairs to the bridge
on the Abbey Road branch of the trail, the bridge east of
Harrison Meadows Park, the bridge along the north side
of Kalamazoo Street and the bridge along the west side of
Hagadorn Road. Trail resurfacing is expected to begin in
late May.
During both the bridge and trail resurfacing work, there
will be intermittent closures on the trail. A construction
schedule and GIS closure map can be found at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/trailproject. Trail users are
encouraged to check back regularly for updates, as the
construction schedule and closure information is subject
to change. Trail users are also asked to abide by all posted
signs and detours in the construction areas.
“We appreciate the community’s patience during this
project, which will bring significant improvements to a
community amenity enjoyed by many on a year-round
basis,” said East Lansing Parks, Recreation & Arts
Assistant Director Wendy Wilmers Longpre.
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FINANCE

Pension Plan Triggers Preliminary
Review of Underfunded Status
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On March 1, the Michigan
Department of Treasury provided
notification that the City of East
Lansing’s pension plan has triggered
a preliminary review of underfunded
status. This notification, which was
expected by City officials, is pursuant
to Public Act 202, the Protecting
Local Government Retirement and
Benefits Act. In compliance with this
new Act, the City fi led its pension
and retiree health care reports
and most recent audited financial
statement with the Department
of Treasury in January 2018. The
City is now pursuing a Waiver of
Underfunded Status and, if the
waiver is denied, the City will submit
a corrective action plan.
“This is a reflection of the City’s
ongoing financial struggles and it is
exactly why the East Lansing City
Council has undergone an extensive
public engagement process and is
looking at both potential new revenue
options and service reductions. It
is also why the Financial Health
Review Team was appointed,”
said East Lansing City Manager
George Lahanas. “This is not just a

problem East Lansing is facing; many
Michigan municipalities are facing
this due to tight restrictions on the
ability to raise new revenue. In the
face of rising costs, the City has had
negative growth in new revenue from
2006 to 2017.”
The City’s legacy costs have increased
due in large part to the recession
and below-average market returns.
The City’s pension plan was 80
percent funded in 2003 and is 50
percent funded today. Numerous
cost-controlling measures have
been implemented over the years to
address these challenges, including,
but not limited to: restructuring
new hire benefits in 2010, increasing
premium contributions from existing
employees and making an additional
$4 million in payments to the pension
plan over the last three years. City
officials have identified that more
aggressive payments need to be made
moving forward to further address
the challenges. The City has been
in compliance with all retirementrelated state fi lings and will continue
to do so moving forward.

@
,QDQHřRUWWRSURYLGHPRUH
IUHTXHQWQHZVDQGHYHQWLQIRUPDWLRQ
WRUHVLGHQWVWKH&LW\RI(DVW/DQVLQJ
KDVODXQFKHGDnew Dialog
e-newsletterWKDWZLOOEHFRPLQJ
RXWRQDELZHHNO\EDVLV
&RPPXQLW\PHPEHUVFDQVXEVFULEHDW
www.cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.
Please note: Subscribers of the previous Dialog
e-newsletter will automatically receive this new
version. They do not need to sign up again.

INTO DOWNTOWN

E AST LA N SI N G
TO SHOP AND DINE!
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
LOCAL BUSINESSES DURING
DOWNTOWN CONSTRUCTION!

www.eastlansingbuzz.org
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Community Invited to
Books, Bites & Bids at ELPL
The East Lansing Public Library (ELPL) will host its 7th
Annual Books, Bites & Bids fundraising event on Friday,
April 13 from 5:30-9 p.m.
The 2018 event will include a silent auction, heavy hors
d’oeuvres featuring Grand Grillin’ (the returning main food
sponsor), drinks, live music, children’s activities and more.
The event will be emceed by WILX news anchor Joe Sam and
there will also be a special surprise guest! The silent auction
will include a variety of exciting items donated by businesses,
organizations and library patrons. Additionally, patrons have
made upcycled step stools to be auctioned off at the event.

Community members checking out silent auction items at last year’s Books, Bites &
Bids event at the East Lansing Public Library.

A tax-deductible donation of $30 per individual and $60 per
couple/family is suggested. Community members can RSVP
and make donations ahead of time at www.elpl.org. Donations
can also be made at the door. Proceeds of this event will
help ELPL bring a Pop-Up Library to East Lansing. Pop-Up
Libraries are low-speed, electric vehicles specially customized
to transport and display library materials.

COMMUNITY PROGRAM

One Book, One Community Selection Announced
The City of East Lansing and Michigan
State University have announced the
book selection for the 2018 One Book,
One Community (OBOC) program:
“My Beloved World,” a memoir by
Associate Justice Sonia Sotomayor,
Supreme Court of the United States.

with an at-times challenging family life
to her lifelong management of juvenile
diabetes and her determination to adapt
to a wider world that would eventually
result in her becoming the first Latina
and third woman appointed to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Sotomayor’s story is one of
determination and the hope, tenacity,
hard work and self-reliance that would
propel a little girl who grew up in a
Puerto Rican corner of the Bronx to
the highest court in the land. In “My
Beloved World,” Sotomayor provides
readers with a frank and loving account
of her coming of age and her large
extended family, many with roots
still in Puerto Rico. Sotomayor also
recounts the adversity she has faced in
her life – from growing up in poverty

As part of the 2018 OBOC program,
Justice Sotomayor will visit the East
Lansing-MSU community in August
2018. Community members are invited
to the OBOC Kick-off Event: An
Evening with Justice Sotomayor on
Sunday, Aug. 26, 2018 at 6 p.m. at the
East Lansing High School Theater, 509
Burcham Drive. She will also speak at
the MSU Academic Welcome at the
Jack Breslin Student Events Center on
Monday, Aug. 27 at 9 a.m. Learn more
at www.onebookeastlansing.com.
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S TA F F S P O T L I G H T

City Launches Outreach Tools for
Center City District Construction

Phyllis Thode

Last fall, the City of East Lansing
launched a website and additional
outreach tools in an effort to ensure
the most current Center City District
construction information is accessible
to businesses, community members and
downtown visitors.
Community members can visit
www.EastLansingBuzz.org to find
the latest information about the
construction, including available
parking, a project timeline, traffic maps,
project updates and more. The site also
includes information on how businesses
and community members can sign up to
receive e-blasts and text alerts featuring
the latest buzz on the project.
For downtown businesses, the City
developed promotional signage and
a Downtown Construction Guide to
assist business owners and employees
through the construction period.
Additionally, the City is hosting
regular Downtown Business Huddles
to provide businesses with the latest
information on the project and is
providing $100 worth of monthly
parking vouchers to each business
located adjacent to the project site to

distribute to their customers.
In an effort to encourage community
members to continue to support
downtown East Lansing businesses
during the construction, the City has
also launched two fun activities: Find
the Bee, Park for Free and Find the Bee,
Eat for Free.
On a random day each week, free
parking meter bags sporting the EL
Buzz bee mascot are placed throughout
the downtown. Downtown visitors
who find an unclaimed free meter
can park for free. Additionally,
downtown visitors are challenged
to find and take a selfie with the EL
Buzz bee mascot, located at a different
restaurant each week. By posting the
selfie on social media with the hashtag
#BeeDowntownEL, participants are
automatically entered into a weekly
drawing for a $100 gift card to the
participating restaurant for that week.
Be sure to follow the City of East
Lansing and Downtown East Lansing
on Facebook and Twitter for the latest
notifications. Additional information
is available at www.cityofeastlansing.
com/FindtheBee.

Phyllis Thode started working at
the East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL) in 2002 and just celebrated
her 15-year anniversary. She also has
worked at Abbott Nursery School
since 1996 and, prior to that,
worked in the Title I program at the
East Lansing Public Schools.
Phyllis and her husband, Mark,
raised their kids, Luke and Ashley,
in East Lansing. They now live in
Bath and, in their free time, they
love to travel and spend time with
family. Phyllis also likes to read,
cross stitch and is currently writing
a children’s book that she hopes to
get published one day.
Phyllis’ favorite book is “Wonder”
and she truly believes that you
should always “choose kind.”
At ELPL, Phyllis has worked
tirelessly to fundraise for and
help plan several library events,
including Books, Bites & Bids; East
Lansing Welcomes the World; and
Tim Busfield’s Performing Arts
Warm-Up. Phyllis was also excited
to be involved in bringing the One
World, Many Stories program back
to the library this year.
Phyllis is a valued member of the
ELPL and City of East Lansing
family and she is very much
appreciated for all she does to make
East Lansing great!
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City Council
410 Abbot Road, (517) 319-6904
Mayor Mark Meadows
Mayor Pro Tem Erik Altmann
Councilmember Ruth Beier
Councilmember Shanna Draheim
Councilmember Aaron Stephens
City Manager George Lahanas

community events

Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you
have any questions, please email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com
or call (517) 319-6873. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign
up for the Dialog e-newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing, Twitter: @
CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing. Sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
Books, Bites & Bids
April 13

Aquatic Center Opens
June 2

Support the East Lansing Public
Library (ELPL) at this annual
fundraising event, featuring a
silent auction, food, drinks, music,
children’s activities and more. The
event will take place from 5:30-9
p.m. at ELPL, 950 Abbot Road.

The East Lansing Family Aquatic
Center will open its doors for the
2018 season on Saturday, June
2. Community members can
find hours, rates and more info
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
AquaticCenter.

Crystal Awards
April 19

Recycle! East Lansing
June 2

Community members are invited
to the Crystal Awards community
reception, taking place at 5 p.m.
at the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center, 819 Abbot
Road. Four unsung East Lansing
heroes will be honored.

Residents are invited to drop oﬀ
unwanted household items for
recycling, reuse or proper disposal.
This year’s event will take place
from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Abbott
Center, 1400-1500 Abbot Road.
More info in the Curbside Journal.

East Lansing Art Festival
May 19-20

ELFM Opening Day
June 3

The 55th Annual East Lansing Art
Festival will bring approximately
180 artists, live music, children’s
activities, an international food
court and more to downtown East
Lansing. Learn more at
www.elartfest.com.

The East Lansing Farmer’s Market
will open for its 2018 season on
June 3. The market will be open
on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
in Valley Court Park through
the end of October. Learn more
at www.cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket.
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