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A NEWSLETTER FOR EAST LANSING RESIDENTS

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Enjoy Fall Splendor at the East Lansing Farmers Market
Community members are encouraged
to enjoy the splendor of fall at the East
Lansing Farmers Market (ELFM),
which will continue through the end
of October on Sundays from 10 a.m.-2
p.m. in Valley Court Park, 280 Valley
Court.

sold each week by the ELFM vendors.
Those who stop by the market will
find everything from pumpkins to
gourds, squash, apples, maple syrup,
baked goods, flowers, honey, artisan
bread, meat, cheese, fish, pasta, coffee,
juice, jams, fresh vegetables/fruit and
much more. In addition to food to buy
for later, there is also eat-on-site food
served up by Sanctuary Pizza, Fire

& Rice Lansing, Clyde’s Pit and El
Burrito Mexicano. All products sold
at the ELFM are 100% homegrown or
homemade right here in Michigan.
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Michigan’s fall bounty is at its peak
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In addition to regular market days, the
ELFM’s popular annual Autumn Fest
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everything from horse-and-wagon rides
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MANAGER’S MESSAGE

Welcome to East
Lansing, MSU
Spartans!
With the start of
the fall semester
at MSU, the City
of East Lansing
just got a bit
busier!
I would like to
take a moment
to extend a warm welcome to all of the
new and returning students who now
call East Lansing home. During your
time at MSU, we encourage you to get
out and enjoy all that our community
has to offer, from exceptional outdoor
recreational amenities to a farmers
market that provides the best in local
food, a vibrant downtown with an
eclectic mix of businesses and an
amazing local library and community
center.
The East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL), 950 Abbot Road, offers a
quiet place to study (with free WIFI)
and all students are eligible to receive
a free library card, which will provide
you with free access to books, ebooks,
online streaming of movies and much
more. The East Lansing Hannah
Community Center is a great place
to stay in shape throughout the year,
featuring an affordable fitness center, a
variety of fitness classes and a 25-yard
heated pool.
Check out our website,
cityofeastlansing.com, for additional
information and welcome home!

George Lahanas
East Lansing City Manager
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This year’s Autumn Fest at the ELFM will take place on Sunday, Oct. 14.

FAR M E R S MAR K E T

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

fall-themed children’s activities, free
donuts and cider, an outdoor fire pit,
live music and more.
Community members can learn
more about the ELFM and the 2018
vendors at cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket. An online shopping
list is posted each week on the website
to give customers a preview of what

will be at the market that upcoming
Sunday.
Community members can
also sign up to receive the
ELFM’s weekly e-newsletter at
cityofeastlansing.com/news. The
e-newsletter features recipes, vendor
features and more.

EAST LANSING CITY CLERK

Key Dates for November 6, 2018
General Election
With the November 6, 2018 General
Election right around the corner,
the East Lansing City Clerk’s office
would like to remind voters of some
upcoming key dates:
• Tuesday, October 9, 2018: Voter
Registration Deadline
• Saturday, November 3, 2018 (9
a.m. - 2 p.m.): City Clerk’s office open
for issuing absentee voter (AV)
ballots; last day to have an AV
ballot mailed
• Monday, November 5, 2018
(through 4 p.m.): Last day
to request and have an AV
ballot issued in person at the City

Clerk’s office
• Tuesday, November 6, 2018
(polls open 7 a.m.-8 p.m.):
General Election
• Tuesday, November 6, 2018: All
AV ballots must be returned to
City Clerk’s office by 8 p.m.
All election information, including
voter registration and AV ballot
applications, can be found at
cityofeastlansing.com/elections.
To request a mailed application,
contact the City Clerk’s office at
(517) 319-6914. Voters can visit
michigan.gov/vote to view their
voting location and sample ballot.
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FINANCE

East Lansing Income Tax to be
Implemented in 2019
The East Lansing income tax was approved during the August 7, 2018 Primary
Election, with 61 percent of East Lansing citizens who visited the polls or
submitted an absentee voter ballot voting in favor of the ballot proposal.
The income tax will help move the City of East Lansing forward with muchneeded reinvestment in public safety and infrastructure, while also helping to
address long-term legacy cost challenges for the future financial sustainability
of the City. The income tax will also help to prevent deep cuts to City services,
including the closure of facilities and additional cuts to public safety.

“We will regularly
update citizens
regarding how
revenue from the
income tax is being
used.”
City Manager
George Lahanas

The income tax will be implemented on January 1, 2019. With the approval and
implementation of the income tax, the City Charter amendment approved by voters in November 2017 will also go into effect,
reducing property taxes by 5 mills. Property owners will see the property tax reduction on their July 2019 tax bills.
Similar to other Michigan communities, the East Lansing income tax will be administered by an outside agency with experience
in the administration of these taxes. The East Lansing Finance Department is currently working to prepare all income tax-related
forms and guides, which will be posted soon at cityofeastlansing.com/incometax. Community meetings on the implementation
of the income tax (one for employers and one for community members) will also be announced soon.

C O M M U N I C AT I O N S

Center City District Project Continues to Take Shape
The Center City District project is
continuing to take shape in the heart
of downtown East Lansing, with more
than 100,000 construction labor hours
logged as of the end of August.
Testing and inspection of the first-floor
retail space in the building that fronts
Grand River Avenue took place in late
August and a temporary certificate
of occupancy has been issued. The
space has since been turned over to
Target, the project’s anchor retailer,

for tenant improvements and buildout
construction. As the project continues,
staff with the City’s Department of
Planning, Building & Development,
Fire Department and Department
of Public Works are continuing to
work closely with representatives from
Harbor Bay (the project developer) and
the Christman Company (the project
builder), following best practices to
ensure that the building meets code
and all applicable regulations. Site plan

review meetings for all development
projects underway in East Lansing take
place every week and progress meetings,
specific to the Center City District
project, take place every other week. At
these meetings, construction progress is
discussed and community concerns and
site security issues are addressed.
The project is on schedule for
completion in late summer 2019 and
the latest project updates are available at
eastlansingbuzz.org.
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IT’ S YO U R B U S I N E S S

Comfort Food With a Twist
of Elegance at Beggar’s
Longtime East Lansing favorite, Beggar’s Banquet, has been
serving up comfort food with a twist of elegance since 1973.
The restaurant remains in the same location on Abbot Road
where it was first opened by owners Bob and Betty Adler 45
years ago. Bob decided to call the business Beggar’s Banquet
after his favorite Rolling Stone album.
Stepping into Beggar’s Banquet, customers will feel its homey
and unique energy throughout, not only in the menu, but
also the service and atmosphere. Customers can enjoy a
variety of upscale dishes, from brunch through dinner. The
restaurant, now owned by Thomas Bramson and his partners,
is perfect for various plans, from a cozy mid-day bite with a
friend to a late-night brew with the crew. It’s also the perfect
spot for a date night, family dinner or private sit-down party.

Dane Robison’s photo of Spartan Stadium was last year’s 1st Place winner.

COMMUNITY PHOTO CONTEST

Deadline to Submit
Photos is Oct. 14
The deadline for the 2018 East Lansing Community
Photo Contest is approaching fast! Community members
have until midnight on Sunday, Oct. 14 to submit up
to five high-resolution photos taken in the East Lansing
community during any of its four seasons. Photos can be
submitted online at cityofeastlansing.com/photocontest.
Winning photos will be featured in City marketing
materials (online and in print) with photo credit and
winners will also receive gift cards donated by this
year’s sponsors: Meijer, the East Lansing Downtown
Management Board and the East Lansing Downtown
Development Authority. Prizes are as follows:
• 1st Place - $100 Meijer gift card
• 2nd Place - $75 Meijer gift card
• 3rd Place - $25 Meijer gift card

BEGGAR’S BANQUET
Address: 218 Abbot Road
Website: beggarsbanquet.com
Facebook: facebook.com/beggars1973
Phone: (517) 351-4540
Hours:
Sunday-Thursday, 9 a.m.-midnight
Friday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-1 a.m.
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• Downtown Category (submit your best photos of
downtown East Lansing) - $50 downtown East Lansing
parking voucher
• Honorable Mention Photos (10 total) - $10 downtown
East Lansing parking voucher
“We encourage contest participants to show us what
they love about the community, whether it’s an outdoor
park, our vibrant downtown, the beautiful MSU campus,
our fantastic farmers market, a tree-lined neighborhood
or a hidden gem,” said East Lansing Communications
Coordinator Mikell Frey. “We receive so many beautiful
community photos each year and are really looking
forward to seeing this year’s submissions.”
Community members with questions can email
mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com or call (517) 319-6873.
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PLANNING, BUILDING & DEVELOPMENT

Supporting Downtown Businesses
During Construction
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The City of East Lansing recognizes
that it’s imperative to keep the
community informed and support
local businesses as downtown East
Lansing undergoes construction.
Since the Center City District
project broke ground last year, City
staff has worked in conjunction
with the Downtown Development
Authority, Downtown Management
Board and the project developer
to support downtown businesses.
Together, they’re providing resources,
implementing marketing strategies,
producing events and spreading the
word that downtown East Lansing
is open for business and parking is
available.
The East Lansing Buzz campaign was
launched last year, featuring a website,
a construction guide for businesses,
customer information cards, parking
information and more. The website,
eastlansingbuzz.org, features regular
construction updates, which can be
received via email for those who sign
up. The ongoing Find the Bee, Park
for Free social media campaign was
also rolled out last year, now featuring
two days a week when free parking

meter bags are placed throughout
the downtown for customers to find.
Free parking validation is also being
distributed monthly to businesses in
the immediate construction zone and
deeply discounted parking vouchers
are now available for all businesses.
Community members are encouraged
to keep an eye out for the downtown
East Lansing bee mascot, Al the
Bee, to potentially benefit from his
“random acts of parking.”
The developer, City and unions also
partnered this summer to produce a
$14,000 lunch program that provided
deep discounts for construction
workers’ lunches and directly
benefited downtown restaurants in
the immediate construction zone.
Additionally, the developer has
funded business support signage.
Community members are encouraged
to continue to visit downtown and
support local businesses as the Center
City District project continues to
take shape. All businesses and more
than 2,000 parking spaces remain
accessible. Free parking is available
through participating merchants.

@
Stay up-to-date on
City of East Lansing news and
events by signing up for the
new Dialog e-newsletter!
Community members can
sign up at
cityofeastlansing.com/eNews.
The City of East Lansing’s new Dialog
e-newsletter arrives in inboxes every other
week on Fridays.

INTO DOWNTOWN

E AST LA N SI N G
TO SHOP AND DINE!
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
LOCAL BUSINESSES DURING
DOWNTOWN CONSTRUCTION!

www.eastlansingbuzz.org
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

East Lansing Welcomes the
World is Oct. 7 at ELPL
The 9th Annual East Lansing Welcomes the World event will
be hosted at the East Lansing Public Library (ELPL), 950
Abbot Road, on Sunday, Oct. 7 from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
International students and families are invited to come meet
their East Lansing neighbors at this special FREE event,
brought to the community by a partnership between the City
of East Lansing and Michigan State University.
The event will feature catered food, live music, family
activities, community information tables and more. There will
also be brief welcoming remarks at 2 p.m.
For those in need of transportation to the event, a shuttle bus
will run from campus to ELPL on a loop from 1-3:30 p.m.,
stopping regularly at Hubbard Hall, Holden Hall, Spartan
Village Community Center and 1855 Place. The shuttle bus is
free and available to anyone who needs a ride from the MSU
campus to the event.
A young child enjoys one of the family activities offered during the 2017 East Lansing
Welcomes the World event.

This special event is free and open to all community members.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Halloween Festivities in the East Lansing Community
A number of free Halloween festivities
for the community’s little ghosts and
goblins will be taking place all around
the East Lansing community on
Tuesday, Oct. 30.

into the colorful and enchanting “Land
of Oz” with the help of costumed
characters, vibrant decorations,
engaging activities for children and
plenty of photo opportunities.

Downtown East Lansing’s popular
annual Great Pumpkin Walk will take
place from 5-7 p.m., drawing families
downtown to trick-or-treat with more
than 50 participating businesses.
Children are encouraged to come in
costume and there will be free parking
in all gated downtown parking garages
and surface lots from 4:30-8:30 p.m. In
conjunction with the Great Pumpkin
Walk, Wild Goose Inn’s popular “Land
of Oz” event will be hosted again
this year from 5-7 p.m. The popular
downtown bed & breakfast, located at
512 Albert Ave., will be transformed

Other community events happening in
conjunction with the Great Pumpkin
Walk will include arachnoBROADia
from 5-8 p.m. at the Eli & Edythe
Broad Art Museum and the MSU
Greek community’s Safe Halloween
event from 5-7 p.m. along M.A.C.
Avenue, between Burcham Drive and
Elizabeth Street.

page 6

Halloween trick-or-treating hours in
East Lansing neighborhoods are from
6-8 p.m. each year on Oct. 31. Visit
cityofeastlansing.com/Halloween for
more information.
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PA R K S , R E C R E AT I O N & A R T S

COMMUNITY CORNER

Updates on the Liberty Hyde Bailey
Center and Bailey Park Fundraising

Sara Haga Murray

The historic 1922 Bailey Elementary
School in East Lansing has been
historically preserved and transformed
into the new Liberty Hyde Bailey
Center.
The new center includes 30 senior
apartments for area seniors (55+)
and the new Bailey Preschool &
Childcare Center, which is currently
taking applications for children - birth
through 12 years old. The new center
also houses the Capital Area Housing
Partnership offices and the former gym
has been renovated into a community
space, which will feature performance
art programming.
Although the building was closed
in 2014 while it awaited renovation,
Bailey Park continued to be utilized
by the neighborhood’s permanent
residents, students and extended
community. Recognizing the value
of the park, the City of East Lansing
has requested $220,000 from the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) Natural Resources
Trust Fund to help finance park
improvements. Through grassroots
outreach and a crowdfunding approach,

the Bailey Community Association
(BCA) partnered with the City
and committed to contributing an
additional $20,000 toward the project
costs. Key improvements would include
upgraded sidewalks, removal of the
existing fence, a shaded bench and
picnic table seating, a water fountain,
bike racks, new tree plantings, the
addition of an ADA-compliant play
set for 1- to 5-year-olds, additional
swings, removal of asphalt for new
social space, new wood fiber surfacing
for the playground area and additional
landscaping with native plant species.
To date, the BCA has raised $14,599
thanks to generous contributions
from neighbors and community
organizations. If the MDNR funds are
received, park improvements will begin
in fall 2019, with a goal of completion
in summer 2020.
Tax-deductible donations are still being
accepted. Checks can be made payable
to the City of East Lansing (with Bailey
Park improvements in memo) and
can be sent to 410 Abbot Road, East
Lansing, MI 48823. To donate by credit
card, call (517) 319-6809.

Follow along with us as we shine a
spotlight on the amazing community
members who make East Lansing such a
great place to live!
Sara Haga Murray is an East Lansing
school crossing guard who has been
helping little Marble Muskrats get to
school safely for the past five years.
EVERYONE loves Miss Sara!
Sara was born and raised in East
Lansing. She and her husband raised
their three daughters in the community
- all three of whom went on to be
Spartans! After her youngest daughter
graduated high school, she missed the
kids and parents of the East Lansing
Public Schools, so she applied for a
school crossing guard position.
“It’s a few hours a day and the best part
of my job is the many friends - big and
small - that I have made, the sweet
smiles and candid stories from the kids
that start and end my day on a high
note, the random people that stop to tell
me how much they loved their crossing
guard and the few miles that I log daily
between the two crosswalks,” said Sara.
Even during the brutal winter,
she reminds herself of the joy and
satisfaction she gets on a daily basis to
make it worth her frozen fingers and
toes.
If you are interested in becoming an
East Lansing school crossing guard like
Sara, visit cityofeastlansing.com/jobs.
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Published for the information of East Lansing residents. If you
have any questions, please email mfrey@cityofeastlansing.com
or call (517) 319-6873. Visit cityofeastlansing.com/eNews to sign
up for the Dialog e-newsletter.
Get social with us! Facebook: @cityofeastlansing, Twitter: @
CityofEL, Instagram: @cityofeastlansing. Sign up for emergency
notifications via Nixle at local.nixle.com/register.

More info at cityofeastlansing.com/communityevents.
MSU Homecoming Parade
Oct. 5, 6 p.m.

Great Pumpkin Walk
Oct. 30, 5-7 p.m.

Spartan fans are invited to don
their green-and-white gear and
line the streets of East Lansing
for this popular community event.
The parade route is available at
https://alumni.msu.edu/traditions/
homecoming/parade.cfm.

Families can bring their costumed
children to downtown East Lansing
to trick-or-treat with more than 50
participating businesses. Don’t miss
the “Land of Oz,” arachnoBROADia
and Safe Halloween too! Details at
cityofeastlansing.com/Halloween.

EL Welcomes the World
Oct. 7, 1:30-3:30 p.m.

Green Friday
Nov. 30-Dec. 1

International students and families
are invited to the East Lansing
Public Library to get to know their
neighbors and learn about the
community. Open to all community
members. Learn more on page 6.

Green Friday (& Saturday too!) is
downtown East Lansing’s version of
Black Friday. Sales/specials will be
oﬀered at participating businesses.
Additional details will be posted
soon at downtownEL.com.

Autumn Fest at ELFM
Oct. 14, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Winter Glow
Dec. 1, 2-5 p.m.

Stop by the East Lansing Farmers
Market, 280 Valley Court, to
celebrate the splendor of fall! There
will be free donuts and cider, horseand-wagon rides, fall-themed family
activities and more!

This popular annual winter festival
features marshmallow roasting,
live music, ice carving, photos with
Santa, an outdoor holiday farmers
market and more. Learn more at
cityofeastlansing.com/WinterGlow.

