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“We invite you
to learn more
about the great
things going on
in our City with
the 2010 Annual
Report.”
East Lansing
City Council

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
It’s been a whirlwind year here in the City of East Lansing.
Despite the struggles of the state and national economy, we
worked tirelessly in 2010 to ﬁnd new avenues for maintaining
our high level of services, while also cutting costs. The avenues
we sought included entering into interlocal agreements with
neighboring communities, challenging each City department to
pare down their individual budgets and aggressively seeking out
grant funding for a variety of programs and projects. Along the
way, we celebrated a number of 2010 success stories.
This year we celebrated a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the
Saginaw Pathways Project, the dedication of a newly renovated
plaza in downtown East Lansing and the launch of a new
Veterans’ Treatment Court, serving Ingham County. We also
celebrated continued success at our East Lansing Farmer’s Market
and East Lansing Technology Innovation Center. As a region, we
garnered national attention in 2010, posting the seventh highest
job growth of any U.S. metro region.
We invite residents, visitors, newcomers and other community
supporters to learn more about our success and growth in 2010 by
leaﬁng through the pages of our 2010 Annual Report.
Sincerely,

Theodore J. Staton
East Lansing City Manager
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CITY BUDGET

2010 Year-End Fiscal Report
The City’s auditors have completed their examination of the Fiscal Year 2010
ﬁnancial statements and will again issue a favorable opinion on the thoroughness and
accuracy of the statements. The City also received an AAA bond rating from Fitch
Investor Services and maintained an AA+ from Standard & Poor’s.
While the general fund’s total fund balance increased from $3.273 million at
FY09’s end to $3.548 million at FY10’s end, the undesignated portion decreased
by $497,200. The designated portion increased due to the City’s use of reserves
to balance the FY11 budget (based on conservative estimates of statutory revenue
sharing) and funds set aside for future uses in these uncertain times. General fund
revenues remained ﬂat, going from $32.990 million last year to $32.997 million
this year. This is despite a decrease of $881,300 in revenue sharing from the state.
Approximately $1.840 million of the City’s revenue budget remains at risk (if levels
stay constant) due to the state’s ability to eliminate statutory revenue sharing.
Expenditures for the year were $32.722 million compared to $33.689 million last
year. The decrease of more than $966, 300 was the result of ﬁscal stabilization
strategies employed due to uncertainty over revenue sharing. Expenditure reductions
included deferral of ﬂeet and computer replacements, layoffs, attrition and more.
Expenditures - $32,722,315

Revenues - $32,997,385
Fines
$3,190,261
9.67%

General
Government
$8,420,126
25.73%

Charges for
Services
$4,766,799
14.45%

Transfer Out/
Other Funds
$3,498,310
10.69%

Public Safety
$17,673,817
54.01%

Health/Welfare
$93,658
0.29%
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Licenses & Permits
$1,288,940
3.91%
Investment
Income
$111,768
0.34%

Capital Outlay
$263,886
0.81%
Culture & Rec
$1,696,959
5.19%

Other
$770,095
2.33%

Public Works
$1,075,559
3.29%

Intergovernmental
Revenue
$6,327,563
19.18%

Taxes
$16,541,959
50.13%

East Lansing’s 2010 Cost-Cutting Initiatives - In the face of the
continued downturn of the local and national economy, the City
looked at several ways to cut its Fiscal Year 2010 and Fiscal
Year 2011 budgets in 2010. In addition to challenging each City
department to pare down individual operating budgets, the City
eliminated virtually all capital improvements to City facilities, staff
took voluntary furlough days and almost all vacated positions were
left unﬁlled. The City also entered into two interlocal agreements
with Meridian Township in 2010 in an effort to share vital
services while cutting costs. Under the two agreements, the City
and Township now share the professional services and costs of
East Lansing’s specialized trade inspectors (plumbing, electrical
and mechanical inspections) and a newly hired, Level 4-certiﬁed
assessor.
Fitch Changes City’s Bond Rating to AAA - The City’s balanced
budgeting approach did not go unrecognized by one of the
world’s foremost bond rating agencies in 2010. Fitch Investor
Services changed East Lansing’s limited tax general obligation
(LTGO) bonds from AA+ to AAA, with a rating outlook that
is stable. Fitch’s rating change reﬂects the City’s conservative
budgeting, sound ﬁnancial forecasting and employee health care
cost management. Other rationale and rating drivers included the
relatively stable local economy, anchored by MSU, and the City’s
ability to maintain adequate reserves despite continued revenue
pressures driven by state aid volatility and tax rate constraints. The
City has also beneﬁted from the region’s strong growth in insurance
and high-tech industries over the past decade.

“In these
uncertain
economic times,
we at the City are
finding ways to
cut costs today in
order to maintain
our fiscal health
in years to come. ”
Mary Haskell
Director of Finance

Health Care Task Force Manages Escalating Coverage Costs - The
City’s Health Care Task Force, a labor-management committee, has
actively managed and contained escalating employee health care
costs over the years through aggressive re-bidding, adjustments
to plan design and cost sharing. The group faced an exceptional
challenge in 2010, which they were able to manage by changing
insurance carriers and increasing employee participation.
2010 ANNUAL REPORT
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PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

Making Progress in a Down Economy
City Teams Up with MSU to Launch The Hatch - The City of East Lansing partnered
with Michigan State University in 2010 to begin the process of launching The Hatch, a
new student business accelerator slated to open its doors in early 2011. Construction of
The Hatch began in fall 2010 in a 2,500-square-foot space adjacent to the East Lansing
Technology Innovation Center. At completion, The Hatch will provide ofﬁce space for
up to 25 students seeking a creative co-working environment, in which they can tap
into a number of resources that will help bring to life their entrepreneurial visions and
ventures.
New Plaza, Sculpture Dedicated in Downtown East Lansing - The east side of the
University Place Plaza, located at the corner of Albert Avenue and Charles Street,
underwent a four-month reconstruction in 2010. The project, funded by the Downtown
Development Authority, included the removal, replacement and re-design of the
existing deck, planters and stairs. The project improved the function and aesthetics
of the site, creating a new public space for future events and gatherings. The City
hosted a dedication ceremony in August, celebrating both the plaza and a new piece
of public art installed at the site: the “Recycling for a Sustainable World” sculpture by
Jim Cunningham. This sculpture, commissioned by the East Lansing Pride Team and
sponsored by Granger Recycling, symbolizes the City’s commitment to green initiatives.
The sculpture’s stainless steel was produced from at least 80 percent recycled metal.

Continued Success at the TIC - The East Lansing Technology
Innovation Center (TIC) continued its unprecedented success in
2010. Since its opening in 2008, the TIC has consistently been at
or close to full capacity, housing approximately 14 tenants. Many
of these tenants have gone on to garner state and national attention
for innovative ideas, business models and research. An example
of this is GiftZip, a TIC tenant that has optimized the gift card
giving experience through an online kiosk application. GiftZip was
recognized this year by Entrepreneur magazine as one of “10 Hot
Startups” in the nation. Also this year, technology transfer ofﬁce
MSU Technologies and business/research ofﬁce MSU BusinessCONNECT relocated to the SmartZone space adjacent to the TIC
and a new TIC Virtual Tenant Program was launched, further
extending support and resources offered at the TIC to a larger
community of entrepreneurs.
2010 Community Development Update - Despite a national lull
in new construction, East Lansing saw new development in 2010.
Construction was completed on the new, 78,000-square-foot
Greenstone Farm Credit Services headquarters, located on West
Road north of Lake Lansing Road. And in downtown, a March
groundbreaking ceremony kicked off construction of the new Eli
and Edythe Broad Art Museum, a 46,000-square-foot contemporary
art museum slated to open in spring 2012. In addition, the
Avondale Square neighborhood revitalization project gained
momentum. Project infrastructure was completed, a community
park was developed and three new homes were built in 2010. In
total, seven new, custom-built homes have been developed and sold
since the project’s groundbreaking.
East Lansing Cost of Living Compares Favorably - According
to the 2010 Mid-Michigan Residential Cost Comparison,
updated annually by the Department of Planning & Community
Development, East Lansing’s cost of living compares favorably with
regional communities. The analysis shows that East Lansing rolls
a number of key residential services into its tax rate and residents
enjoy lower commuting costs due to the City’s central location.

“Despite the
down economy
we are steadily
diversifying East
Lansing’s tax
base through
innovative projects
and initiatives.”
Tim Dempsey
Director of
Planning &
Community
Development
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PUBLIC SAFETY

Police, Fire Serve and Protect
Dispatcher Honored with Lifesaving Award - Rebecca Nelson, an East Lansing 911
dispatcher, was honored with a Lifesaving Award at a special standing-room only
ceremony in April 2010. Nelson answered a 911 call in early February from Michelle
Filipiak, the mother of a 3-week-old baby that had stopped breathing. Nelson quickly
and calmly led the mother through CPR instructions and, as a result, the baby’s life
was saved. Nelson was honored for her pre-arrival, lifesaving medical instructions;
professionalism; job knowledge; and compassion at the April ceremony. Nelson has
been a member of East Lansing’s 911 Dispatch Center since April 2002. Nelson,
Filipiak and baby Nolan are pictured below.
City Signs Up for Nixle, Police and Fire Work to Implement CERT - The City
signed up for Nixle in 2010, an online service that allows agencies to send real-time
community messages to subscribers via text message and e-mail. The service will
primarily be used by East Lansing’s 911 Dispatch Center to send alerts/advisories
related to public safety. Community members cans sign up at www.nixle.com.
The East Lansing Police Department and East Lansing Fire Department are also
currently working together to implement a Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) program. The CERT program will educate civilians in disaster preparedness.
Following a basic training, CERT team members will serve as support staff and be
counted upon to assist citizens and emergency responders in the event of a disaster.

East Lansing Says Farewell to ELPD Chief Tom Wibert - The East
Lansing community said a bittersweet farewell to East Lansing
Police Chief Tom Wibert in 2010. Wibert left for a new job as
police chief in New Braunfels, Texas in October. Wibert dedicated
25 years of honorable service to ELPD, ﬁve of which he served as
police chief. Wibert’s career highlights included achieving a 20-year
high in drunk driving arrests, preventing major incidents during
the 2009 and 2010 Final Four and saving the life of a young girl in
a 2006 car accident. The City plans to announce a new police chief
by March 2011. In the meantime, ELPD Deputy Chief Juli Liebler
is temporarily supervising the department.
ELPD Responds to Community Emergency Needs - The East
Lansing Police Department responded to an estimated 140,000
calls in the 911 Dispatch Center, which resulted in more than
40,000 calls for service in 2010. ELPD consists of 58 sworn ofﬁcers
and 48 non-sworn personnel working in records, parking and code
enforcement, jail services and the 911 Dispatch Center.
ELFD Responds to Community Emergency Needs - As of Sept.
30, the East Lansing Fire Department made an average of 361
emergency runs per month in 2010. These runs typically consisted
of 264 Emergency Medical Service (EMS) calls and 97 ﬁre and
various other types of calls per month. ELFD is a comprehensive,
full-time career ﬁre department that provides ﬁre, medical, hazmat,
water, high-angle and conﬁned-space rescue to the on- and offcampus East Lansing community.
ELFD Responds to Two Major House Fires in 2010 - The East
Lansing Fire Department responded to two major house ﬁres
in 2010, on Elm Place and Longfellow Drive. In both cases, all
occupants were evacuated without injury. The Elm Place ﬁre
displaced 11 MSU students and damage estimates exceeded
$500,000. Damage estimates of the Longfellow Drive ﬁre came to
approximately $250,000. In light of the ﬁres, residents are urged to
make sure their home alarm systems work.

“Our first
responders had
a busy year. The
community was
kept safe thanks
to the hard work
of our officers,
fireﬁghters,
paramedics and
dispatchers.”
Theodore Staton
City Manager
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ARTS, CULTURE & LEISURE

Festivals, Farmer’s Market Thrive
East Lansing Farmer’s Market Continues to Flourish - Community members enjoyed
an open-air marketplace robust with local Michigan produce and products during the
East Lansing Farmer’s Market’s second action-packed season. Open July 11-October
31, 2010, the second season of the market proved to be a huge hit, drawing a crowd
of more than 1,000 visitors each week. In addition to a growing number of vendors
and visitors, the market began accepting Michigan Electronic Beneﬁt Transfer (EBT)
cards, otherwise known as Bridge Cards, in 2010. The East Lansing Farmer’s Market
is one of 57 farmer’s markets in Michigan that now provides Bridge Card beneﬁts to
its customers. The East Lansing Farmer’s Market will return in 2011 on Sundays,
July 10-Oct. 30, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. in Valley Court Park.
Jazz Festival Celebrates 14 Years in East Lansing - The 14th Annual Summer
Solstice Jazz Festival brought a talented ensemble of local and international jazz
artists to East Lansing in 2010. The three-day, multi-venue, jazz-infused weekend
included much-talked-about performances by the likes of New York-based
charismatic singer/songwriter Somi and Grammy-winning saxophonist and composer
Joe Lovano. The Summer Solstice Jazz Festival is co-produced by the City of East
Lansing, Wharton Center for Performing Arts and the MSU College of Music. In
recent years, the event has grown from a two-day festival in the heart of downtown
East Lansing to a three-day, multi-venue jazz weekend.

East Lansing Art Festival Ranked Among the Best in the Nation
In 2010, the East Lansing Art Festival was ranked 54th in the
nation in Sunshine Artist magazine’s list of the “200 Best” for its
2009 festival. The festival was also ranked 117th (ﬁne art ranking)
and 153rd (ﬁne craft ranking) in Art Fair SourceBook’s Top 200 for
its 2009 festival. The nationally ranked festival celebrated its 47th
year in East Lansing in 2010. The festival is a long-standing rite
of spring in the community, attended annually by approximately
80,000 attendees from across the state and Midwest region.
Green Arts Marketplace Adds New Twist to Folk Festival - The
Great Lakes Folk Festival went “Grassroots Green” in 2010. In
addition to the culturally diverse music and dance program, the
festival included a number of new highlights such as a local and
sustainable foods area, a green kids activities area and a highly
popular green arts marketplace. The popularity of the green arts
marketplace, which included a number of unique and affordable
eco-friendly arts and crafts, has led festival organizers to consider
bringing it back for the 2011 festival.
City Embraces the Global Community at Pilot 2010 Event - The
City of East Lansing, in partnership with the MSU Ofﬁce for
International Students and Scholars and the Community Relations
Coalition, hosted the pilot East Lansing Welcomes the World event
in 2010. More than 400 people attended, including more than 300
international students. The event served to welcome international
students to the community and create a fun opportunity for
engagement with local community members.
(SCENE) Metrospace Gains Exposure in 2010 - (SCENE)
Metrospace, East Lansing’s City-funded contemporary art gallery
and performance space, hosted seven art exhibitions and a total
of 65 concerts and special events in 2010. In total, the gallery
welcomed more than 4,000 visitors through its doors. Learn more
at www.scenemetrospace.com.

“There is a lot
going on in East
Lansing. From the
farmer’s market
to our full slate
of community
events, you don’t
have to look far
for something to
do.”
Ami Van Antwerp
Communications
Coordinator
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PUBLIC WORKS

Road Projects, Green Strides & More
City, MDOT Cut Ribbon on Saginaw Pathways Project - East Lansing and Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) ofﬁcials celebrated the 2010 completion of
the Saginaw Pathways Project at a special ribbon cutting in September. The project,
administered by MDOT in partnership with the City, incorporated 1.44 miles of
eight-foot-wide, non-motorized pathways along the north side of Saginaw Street from
Harrison Road to Stonegate Lane and along the south side of Saginaw Street from
Audubon Road to Alton Road. More than ﬁve years in the making, the project is
the result of extensive preparation and recommendations made by the City for the
improvement of pedestrian and non-motorized vehicular trafﬁc safety along Saginaw
Street - one of East Lansing’s busiest roadways. The pathways connect more than
ﬁve neighborhoods to schools, businesses and community amenities, such as the
Northern Tier Trail.
DPW Provides Collection Services to Community - From September 2009 to
September 2010, the Department of Public Works (DPW) collected 1,680 compacted
cubic yards of yard waste and 13,530 compacted cubic yards of refuse. During the
same time frame, DPW also recycled 1,449 tons or 2,897,444 pounds of material.
DPW made collection services easier for residents in 2010 by establishing new
locations to purchase yard waste bags/stickers and refuse bags. Bags/stickers can
now be purchased at the East Lansing Hannah Community Center and East Lansing
Public Library, in addition to DPW and East Lansing City Hall.

Harrison Avenue Reconstruction Project Begins in 2010 - Phases I
and II of the 2010/2011 Harrison Avenue Reconstruction Project
were completed in 2010. The project includes reconstruction of the
roadway from Trowbridge Road to Kalamazoo Street in the City of
East Lansing. Due to the level of construction, the project is being
completed in four phases over two summers. Phases III and IV will
be underway from mid-June 2011 to late-August 2011.
City Awarded Two Energy Efﬁciency Conservation Block Grants
Totaling $328,000 - The City received two Energy Efﬁciency
Conservation Block Grants in 2010, totaling $328,000. A $213,000
grant was used to replace all lighting in City facilities with energyefﬁcient lighting in 2010. The other $115,000 grant, awarded to
the City in partnership with the Lansing Board of Water & Light,
was used to install LED street lights in the Bailey Neighborhood
in 2010. The Bailey project, one of the ﬁrst broad-scale projects
of its kind to be taken on by a Michigan community, will result in
positive environmental impacts, lower annual maintenance costs,
lower daily energy costs and lower long-term replacement costs.
City Launches Employee Bike Sharing Program - East Lansing
employees began pedaling toward a cleaner environment with the
launch of a new Employee Bike Sharing Program in 2010. With
the help of Share-a-Bike, a local bike advocacy organization, the
City obtained eight donated bikes of varying sizes for employees
to use when traveling to and from meetings, lunches and for other
business needs. The program was designed to encourage healthy
activity among employees, while also improving air quality through
reduction of carbon emissions.
City Named 2010 Tree City USA - East Lansing was named a
2010 Tree City USA by the National Arbor Day Foundation. This
marks the 23rd year the City has received this recognition. In
celebration of Arbor Day, East Lansing ofﬁcials plant a tree with
local elementary students each year. Jamie Cherry’s kindergarten
class at Pinecrest Elementary (pictured at left) participated in the
annual tree planting in 2010.

“We continue
to look at new
ways to make our
collection services
more convenient
and accessible
to East Lansing
residents.”
Todd Sneathen
Director of
Public Works
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PARKS, RECREATION & ARTS

Out and Active in East Lansing
City Celebrates Completion of White Park Improvement Project - City of East
Lansing ofﬁcials celebrated the completion of the White Park improvement project
at a special dedication ceremony in 2010. The recently completed project was funded
through a $225,000 Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant through the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources & Environment, with a local City match of
$50,000 and a $25,000 contribution from the Al White estate. Park improvements
included construction of a new pavilion, paving of both of the park’s parking lots,
reconstruction of the park’s softball ﬁeld and installation of the City’s ﬁrst interpretive
nature trail. The nature trail includes a series of informational signs and a wildlife
viewing platform that overlooks the park’s pond area.
Community Partnerships Give East Lansing Summer Camps a New Twist - The
East Lansing Department of Parks, Recreation & Arts partnered with a number of
community groups in 2010 to offer exciting new summer camps to local youth. New
camps included a Ballistics/Air Riﬂe Camp, offered through a partnership with the
Michigan State University Demmer Shooting Sports Education & Training Center;
Tennis Camps at East Lansing High School, offered through Sparrow’s Michigan
Athletic Club; and British Soccer Camps (featuring European coaches), offered
through Challenger’s Sports. The new offerings added a fresh twist to East Lansing’s
already successful summer camp program and all three camps proved to be extremely
popular.

City Celebrates One-Year Anniversary of All-of-us Express Merger
The City celebrated the one-year anniversary of its merger with the
All-of-us Express Children’s Theatre in 2010. Since the September
2009 merger, All-of-us Express has brought four successful
community productions to the stage and hosted a number of
acting academies, drama camps and workshops for young aspiring
thespians in the region. Under the new merger, the majority of
All-of-us Express’ programming is now hosted at the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center, one artistic director position has been
retained and administrative services have been provided by City
staff. The City joined forces with All-of-us Express in 2009 in an
effort to ensure the viability of this valuable artistic program for
years to come.
City Begins the Hawk Nest Park Improvement Project - Following
a series of public meetings where residents could weigh in on
their vision for Hawk Nest Park, the 20-acre park improvement
project broke ground in July 2010. The City has received a
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant to improve and
further develop the natural area into a neighborhood park that
provides diverse recreational opportunities to residents living in the
northern portion of the City. Slated for completion in May 2012,
the project will include an extension of the Northern Tier Trail,
a picnic pavilion, a playground, site pathways, interpretive stops,
viewing platforms and a native landscape restoration.
Community Members Work to Mitigate Invasive Species - The
City hosted a series of natural area work days in 2010, allowing
residents to work together to remove invasive species, such as garlic
mustard and buckthorn, from Henry Fine Park and White Park.
The work days were a resounding success, with anywhere from 13
to 15 residents taking time out of their busy Saturday mornings to
participate. The City plans to host more work days in the future in
an effort to continue its protection of the native plants and wildlife
habitats found in East Lansing’s parks. A huge thank you goes out
to all the park stewards who dedicated their time in 2010.

“We strive each
year to do more
and more to
protect the many
native plants and
wildlife habitats
found in our East
Lansing parks.”
Tim McCaﬀrey
Director of Parks,
Recreation & Arts
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EAST LANSING PUBLIC LIBRARY

Literary Enrichment for All Ages
Acclaimed Author Dave Eggers Visits East Lansing - Dave Eggers, acclaimed
bestselling author of “Zeitoun,” kicked off the 2010 One Book, One Community
program with a special visit to the East Lansing-MSU community in August 2010.
In the weeks that followed, the community came together for a variety of events that
captured the many themes of Eggers’ bestselling book, which took readers inside
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and one man’s harrowing struggle to survive.
In addition to the author’s kickoff, the 2010 program featured a special visit from
Abdulrahman and Kathy Zeitoun, a New Orleans Wine Dinner, a community photo
contest, an interactive book chat and more. One Book, One Community celebrated
its ninth year in 2010. Visit www.onebookeastlansing.com to learn more about the
program. Eggers is pictured below with a group of MSU students at the 2010 MSU
Academic Welcome.
East Lansing Public Library Director Sylvia Marabate Retires - Following 29 years of
dedicated service to the City, East Lansing Public Library Director Sylvia Marabate
retired at the end of June 2010. Marabate began her tenure with the library in 1981,
working as a reference librarian and brieﬂy as the head of Circulation Services.
Marabate’s hard work and dedication resulted in her promotion to director in late
1993. During her tenure as director, the library underwent a building renovation and
a new automated system was implemented with capabilities that will extend well into
the 21st Century.

Library Serves East Lansing Patrons - The East Lansing Public
Library served an estimated 24,000 cardholders in 2010, with an
average of 22,000 patrons using the library per month and more
than 26,000 items checked out per month. The library also held
free programs for children, teens and adults, attended by more than
9,000 patrons. Free programs included story times, book groups,
writing workshops, author’s visits and more. In addition, the library
provided access to 55,000 computer sessions and the library
technology staff provided more than 150 hours of one-on-one
computer training.
Library Partners with Dublin Square for Second Sunday Events
The East Lansing Public Library partnered with Dublin Square to
host Second Sunday fundraising events each month throughout
2010. The events provided residents with an opportunity to enjoy
excellent fare at Dublin Square, while helping their local library at
the same time. Dublin Square graciously donated 10 percent of its
proceeds during the events to the library. The events helped to raise
more than $3,500 for the library.
Library Patrons Can Now Download Audiobooks, eBooks Online
The East Lansing Public Library added a new online service for
its cardholders in 2010. Library cardholders can now download
audiobooks and ebooks at www.elpl.org anytime, anywhere.
Powered by OverDrive, this new library services is free with a
library card and allows users to download a variety of books to their
PC and Mac computers, as well as several other mobile devices.
Library Participates in Park & Read Program - The East Lansing
Public Library joined more than 400 libraries from across the state
in participating in the Library of Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment’s Park & Read program in summer
2010. The program provides cardholders with a free one-day pass
into any Michigan state park for a little quiet reading in the great
outdoors.

“We served a
number of longtime and new
patrons at the
library in 2010.
The familiar
and new faces
make our jobs
exceptionally
rewarding.”
Lauren Douglass
East Lansing
Public Library
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CITY CLERK & PRIME TIME

2010 Elections & The 55+ Community
Diplomacy in Action - The East Lansing City Clerk’s Ofﬁce administered four
elections in 2010: the Feb. 23 Special Primary Election, the May 4 Special General
Election, the Aug. 3 Primary Election and the Nov. 2 General Election. The Feb.
23 and May 4 elections were administered to ﬁll the District 8 seat on the Ingham
County Board of Commissioners. The Aug. 3 and Nov. 2 elections were the primary
and general elections for Michigan’s gubernatorial race. A total of 4,602 of 25,521
registered voters turned out to cast their votes in the Aug. 3 Primary Election, which
accounted for 18.03 percent of registered voters. This included 1,210 absentee
ballots. A total of 9,794 of 26,845 registered voters turned out to cast their votes
in the Nov. 2 General Election, which accounted for 36.48 percent of registered
voters. This included 1,954 absentee ballots. Preparation for the elections included
processing voter registration and absentee voter ballot applications, issuing absentee
voter ballots and training election inspectors. The City Clerk’s Ofﬁce also performed
extensive community outreach in 2010, in an effort to educate eligible voters especially East Lansing’s student population - about the voter registration process.
City Clerk’s Ofﬁce Issues Licenses - From January to the beginning of November
2010, the East Lansing City Clerk’s Ofﬁce issued 104 restaurant licenses, 12 garbage
licenses, 15 entertainment licenses, 26 taxi cab licenses, three tobacco licenses, nine
wrecker licenses and eight backyard chicken permits.

Military and Overseas Empowerment Act - The East Lansing
City Clerk’s Ofﬁce implemented the Military and Overseas
Empowerment (MOVE) Act for the Nov. 2 General Election. This
federal act required states to send absentee ballots to military and
overseas voters 45 days prior to the election. In two days, the East
Lansing City Clerk’s ofﬁce printed and mailed 112 absentee ballots
to eligible East Lansing voters currently serving or temporarily
residing overseas. East Lansing’s Absent Voter Online Tracking
Engine (AVOTE) further allows these voters and all other absentee
voters with the opportunity to track the status of their absentee
ballots online at www.cityofeastlansing.com/avote.
Prime Time Program Keeps 55+ Community Healthy & Active The East Lansing Prime Time Seniors’ Program celebrated a
year packed with progress and growth in 2010. With a focus on
positive aging, Prime Time offered more than 120 classes, activities
and programs designed to promote health and wellness for the
55+ community. Prime Time also provided 179 rides to doctors’
appointments, grocery stores and the senior center itself through
its Gold Card Transportation Services and received an average
of 1,000 information and referral calls each month in 2010. In
addition to programs and activities, Prime Time also extended
numerous services to community elders in order to assist them in
staying independent within their homes, including chore services
(home repair and maintenance) and support groups for caregivers
and care receivers.

“Each year we
reach out to
more and more
people in our
55+ community,
providing
wellness programs
and services.”
Kelly Arndt
Director of
Prime Time

Prime Time Partners with Library to Launch “The Learning Café”
Prime Time partnered with the East Lansing Public Library
(ELPL) to launch “The Learning Café” in 2010. The dynamic new
series features the discussion of hot topics by a host of interesting
speakers, as well as homemade baked goods provided by “The Old
School Bakery Committee.” With an average of 40 attendees at
each event, it seems Prime Time and ELPL have the recipe for a
successful venture. Community members are encouraged to stay
tuned for more tasty treats and hot topics in 2011.
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DOWNTOWN & 2010 CENSUS

New Businesses, Census Points of Pride
Downtown East Lansing Welcomes New Businesses in 2010 - A number of new
businesses opened in downtown East Lansing in 2010. New businesses included
Wanderer’s Teahouse, 547 E. Grand River Ave.; Jeanologie XX/XY Boutique, 303
M.A.C. Ave; State Side Deli, 313 E. Grand River Ave; Be You, 611 E. Grand River
Ave.; Five Guys Burgers and Fries, 623 E. Grand River Ave.; Exclusive Accessories,
420 Albert Ave.; Pizza Pi, 551 1/2 E. Grand River Ave; Señor Georgio’s, 403 E.
Grand River Ave.; Spartan Dance Center, 217 Ann St.; and The Lodges of East
Lansing, 319 E. Grand River Ave. Whether looking for a good lunch spot, shopping
for unique boutique items or planning to take a couple dance classes, these new
businesses round out downtown East Lansing’s eclectic mix of shops, restaurants and
specialty stores.
More than 5,000 Visit Downtown for 2010 “Meet the Spartans” Event - More than
5,000 community members from throughout the region ﬂocked to downtown East
Lansing for the Eighth Annual “Meet the Spartans” event in 2010. Downtown
was home to the “Meet the Spartans” event for the ﬁrst time in 2010, providing
an opportunity for downtown merchants to play host to droves of Spartan fans. In
addition to autographs from the 2010 MSU football team and MSU head coach Mark
Dantonio, the event featured face painting, pictures with Sparty and more. “Meet the
Spartans,” hosted by the Downtown Management Board, Student Book Store and
Troppo, will likely become an annual downtown event in years to come.

Community Campaign for 2010 Census - The East Lansing/MSU
Complete Count Committee launched a community campaign in
late 2009 to educate local residents about the 2010 Census. Efforts
of the Complete Count Committee included initiating the local
Census ofﬁce’s early enumeration process, creating educational
materials such as posters and a Web site, mailing informational
materials to residents, working with MSU to count students in
dorms, facilitating special events such as the Census Road Tour,
handing out free Census giveaways and more. The Complete
Count Committee also worked closely with East Lansing Public
Schools to distribute Census information to students and parents,
worked closely with CATA to include information at bus stops and
provided locations for Census Questionnaire Assistance Centers
throughout the East Lansing-MSU community. The local Census
ofﬁce commended the Complete Count Committee for a job well
done in August 2010.
Increased Mail-back Rates in 2010 - Although exact numbers
have not been released by the U.S. Census Bureau, the City of
East Lansing received word that seven East Lansing Census
tracts experienced an increase in mail-back participation rates in
the 2010 Census versus the 2000 Census. Of these seven tracts,
ﬁve experienced an increase in mail-back participation of more
than 10 percent. This increase was a direct result of the East
Lansing/MSU Complete Count Committee’s extensive educational
marketing campaigns and an early enumeration process for hardto-count student areas. The local Census ofﬁce utilized local people,
including students, to enumerate hard-to-count areas prior to ﬁnal
exams. They knocked on more than 14,000 doors in 10 days to
enumerate students before they left the area for the summer.
Participation Rate Up from Previous Census - East Lansing’s ﬁnal
participation rate in the 2010 Census was 79 percent, up from 73
percent in the 2000 Census. The City’s participation rate compared
favorably with the state’s participation rate of 78 percent and the
U.S. participation rate of 74 percent.

“An accurate
count in the 2010
Census is vitally
important. The
data helps garner
critical funding
for community
service programs
and attracts
businesses to
highly-populated
communities.”
Theodore Staton
City Manager
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

University, School District Achievements
Spartans Work Every Day to Advance the Common Good in Uncommon Ways - For
more than 150 years, Michigan State University has been working to advance the
common good in uncommon ways. Today, MSU leverages the land-grant notion that
extraordinary potential lies in ordinary individuals to create circumstances where
potential may be achieved. In communities from Michigan to Malawi, research and
outreach capabilities focus on solving the world’s most pressing problems - from
ensuring safe food and water supplies to developing life-saving vaccines, exploring
alternative energy and preparing a new generation of urban educators. In 2010, MSU
launched an interactive Web site, www.spartansagas.msu.edu, where alumni, students,
faculty and staff can share stories about how they are making a difference in the
world. The site features hundreds of videos and photographs submitted by Spartans
around the world and right here in East Lansing.
Michigan State University Enrolls More than 47,000 in Fall 2010 - In fall 2010,
MSU enrolled more than 47,000 students from all 50 states and more than 130
countries. In addition, the university engaged more than 2,000 faculty members and
offered more than 200 programs of study in 17 degree-granting colleges. One of the
top research universities in the world and a member of the Association of American
Universities, MSU offers nationally ranked and recognized academic, undergraduate
research, residential college and service-learning programs.

Michigan State University Distinctions - MSU has been recognized
for more than eight consecutive years as one of the top 100
universities in the world by Shanghai Jiao Tong University in its
Academic Ranking of World Universities. MSU has also been
cited as the national leader in study abroad participation among
public universities for the ﬁfth year in a row by the Institute of
International Education’s Open Doors. In addition, MSU was
ranked ﬁrst in the nation for graduate programs in nuclear physics
and elementary and secondary education (for the 16th year in a
row) in U.S. News & World Report’s 2011 edition of America’s
Best Graduate Schools.
East Lansing High School Earns Silver Medal - For the third year
in a row, East Lansing High School (ELHS) earned a Silver Medal
designation from U.S. News & World Report in its 2010 national
rankings. This ranking places ELHS in the top 3 percent of public
schools nationwide. A total of 21,786 schools in 48 states were
evaluated based on the ability to address diverse needs and the
degree to which they prepare students for college. Only 19 other
high schools in Michigan earned Silver Medal designations and
even fewer have received the Silver Medal designation the last
three years in a row. ELHS continues to offer a superior educational
experience to its students, with the help and hard work of a talented
group of teachers, faculty and staff.
East Lansing Public Schools 2010 Achievements - Despite budget
struggles at the state level, East Lansing Public Schools (ELPS)
has much to celebrate by way of 2010 achievements. All schools
in the district made Adequate Yearly Progress - a benchmark for
successful schools - and met the AdvancEd/NCA standards of
quality indicators - a school improvement framework aligned with
the Michigan Department of Education framework for school
improvement. In addition, ELPS has established an Achievement
Gap Task Force in recognition of the district’s ﬁrm belief and
commitment to the success of all ELPS students. ELPS continues
to be extremely proud of its diverse student population.

“I encourage all
ELPS supporters to
track our progress
and stay active in
public discussion.
I am certain
our insightful
community
will continue
to be a catalyst
for ongoing
improvement.”
David Chapin
Superintendent
of ELPS
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OTHER NOTABLE ITEMS

A Year of Achievement, Progress
Report Puts East Lansing, Lansing Near Top in Jobs Growth - According to the
Milken Institute, a California think-tank that ranks the top-performing regional
economies, the Lansing-East Lansing region posted the seventh-highest job growth
of any metro region in the U.S. in 2010. The Milken Institute’s annual report, “BestPerforming Cities 2010: Where America’s Jobs Are Created and Sustained,” shows
that the Lansing metro area’s year-to-year jump on the index rose 38 positions from
the 2009 survey. In addition to this national ranking, the City of East Lansing was
identiﬁed as one of seven top-performing communities in the state at fostering
entrepreneurial growth and economic development according to the 2010 annual
eCities research, conducted by the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Center
for Innovation Research (iLabs). East Lansing was also recognized as a ﬁve-star
community by eCities 2010.
Michigan/Grand River Avenue Corridor Transportation Study Moves Forward - A
number of public meetings and open houses were held in regards to the ongoing
Michigan/Grand River Avenue Corridor Transportation Study in 2010. At the
open houses, study committees revealed the results of their recent research, which
explored three new potential transit modes for the corridor: bus rapid transit, modern
streetcars and light rail transit. The research included analyzing the costs, ridership,
concept design, environmental impacts and economic impacts of each transit mode.
Community members can learn more about this study at http://www.migrtrans.org/.

New Veterans’ Treatment Court Launches in 2010 - A new
Veterans’ Treatment Court was launched in 2010, offering a second
chance to Ingham County veterans who have been charged with
a crime and/or suffer from problems stemming from their military
service. The court meets twice a month in the East Lansing 54-B
District Court to address criminal behavior by treating underlying
problems such as drug addiction, alcohol abuse, post-traumatic
stress disorder and traumatic brain injury. Veterans that go through
the court receive treatment/counseling speciﬁcally related to their
case and meet regularly with an assigned veteran mentor. As of
November 1, 2010, there were 32 veterans going through the court,
with a total of 35 veteran mentors.
East Lansing’s Amtrak Ridership Steadily Climbs in 2010 - East
Lansing ridership on the Amtrak Blue Water line hit an all-time
high in Fiscal Year 2010 (September 2009-September 2010),
increasing nearly 15 percent over Fiscal Year 2009. There were
a total of 58,529 boardings and deboardings at the East Lansing
station in FY 2010, up from 50,953 in FY 2009. The increase
illustrates that the Greater Lansing population is increasingly
adopting alternative forms of transportation and there is an evident
need to accommodate growing numbers of people who choose to
travel via high-speed rail. Amtrak’s Blue Water line connects nine
Michigan cities from Port Huron to Chicago.
City Manager Honored for Distinguished Service by MLGMA
East Lansing City Manager Theodore Staton was honored with
the Michigan Local Government Management Association’s
(MLGMA) John M. Patriarche Distinguished Service Award
in September 2010. The award is MLGMA’s most prestigious
recognition, conferred annually to a member who has worked
consistently and effectively to foster representative democracy
by enhancing the effectiveness of local elected ofﬁcials through
innovative programs and projects. Staton is the ﬁrst active city
manager to be selected by his peers for the award.

“The Veterans’
Treatment
Court offers a
second chance to
struggling area
veterans. They
deserve a chance
to get their lives
back on track.”
David L. Jordon
54-B Diﬆrict Court
Judge
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A DECADE OF GROWTH

East Lansing Over the Past 10 Years
Over the past decade, East Lansing has experienced a number of positive changes with respect to
recreational facilities, service improvements, economic development and more. The City has also expanded
its boundaries, enabling desirable tax base growth in the Northern Tier, while maintaining a cozy college
town feel. Improved recreational facilities have included the opening of the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center in 2001, the expansion of the Northern Tier Trail in 2006, the opening of the East
Lansing Aquatic Center in 2000 and more.
In terms of enhanced services, the City launched its full-service automated waste program in 2001,
bringing convenient collection and drop-off services right to residents’ doorsteps, and the City has also
worked to improve an already superior public library and enhance its standing as a City of the Arts (in
partnership with MSU). On the economic development front, the East Lansing Technology Innovation
Center opened its doors in 2008, creating an innovative hub for new tech startups to grow and expand.
And a year later, on the heels of MSU’s selection as the future home of the FRIB and the opening of IBM’s
Global Delivery Center on campus, East Lansing was named one of the 10 “Best College Towns to Start a

The East
Lansing Hannah
Community Center
opened its doors
and the City of
East Lansing’s fullservice automated
waste program was
launched in 2001.

2000
The East Lansing
Family Aquatic
Center opened and
the East Lansing
Softball Complex
was completed in
2000.

2001

The completion of
the Coolidge Road
extension in 2002
spurred signiﬁcant
business and
residential growth
in the Northern
Tier in 2003 and
2004.

2002
City Center I,
one of the City’s
largest mixed-use
redevelopments
to date, was
completed in
downtown East
Lansing in 2002.

2003

2004
(SCENE)
Metrospace,
East Lansing’s
alternative art
gallery and
performance space,
opened in 2004.

Business” in Entrepreneur magazine.
Despite the economic times, a look back at East Lansing’s progress since 2000 shows that this community
has staying power and is well positioned to sustain the high quality of life residents expect and deserve.
East Lansing has remained viable due in no small part to the vision and efforts of City ofﬁcials, planners
and entrepreneurs who have invested their time, talents and resources in this community. Refer to the
timeline below for just a few of the many East Lansing success stories celebrated in the last decade.

The East Lansing
Department of
Public Works
relocated to a new
building on State
Road in 2005,
featuring a brand
new drop-off
recycling site for
residents.

2005

The new East
Lansing Farmer’s
Market opened
in summer 2009,
bringing farm
fresh, Michigangrown produce
and products
to community
members.

Avondale Square
broke ground in
2007. Also, the
new Northern Tail
Dog Park opened
and the fourth
and ﬁnal phase of
the East Lansing
Soccer Complex was
completed.

2006
A one-mile
extension of
the Northern
Tier Trail was
completed in 2006,
bringing a total
of 4.5 miles of
winding pathways
to residents.

2007

2008
The East Lansing
Technology
Innovation Center
opened its doors to
entrepreneurs in
2008.

2009

2011 COMMUNITY EVENTS

Mark Your Calendars for Next Year
Children’s Concert Series
Feb. 5, 12, 19 @ 11 a.m.
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
Beat the winter blues with East Lansing’s
free children’s concert series. Call (517)
319-6929 for more information.

Crystal Awards
April 21 @ 5 p.m.
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
East Lansing’s unsung heroes will be
recognized at this special public gathering.
Call (517) 319-6927 for more information.

Daddy Daughter Princess Dance
Feb. 8 and 9, 7-8:30 p.m.
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
Dads and daughters can celebrate
Valentine’s Day at this popular annual
dance. Cost: $14/person. Call (517) 3332580 ext. 0 to register.

East Lansing Art Festival
May 21, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
May 22, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Downtown East Lansing
This two-day celebration of the arts
features more than 200 artists, live music
and more. Learn more: www.elartfest.com.

Mom Son Super Hero Dance
March 15, 7-8:30 p.m.
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
Moms and sons can enjoy dancing, games
and more at this popular event. Cost:
$14/person. Call (517) 333-2580 ext. 0 to
register.

Project Pride
June 4, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (tentative)
Abbott Center, 1400-1500 Abbot Road
Residents can donate unwanted household
items for recycling/reuse at this annual
spring cleanup. Call (517) 337-9459 to
learn more.

Summer Concert Series
Fridays and Saturdays, 7-9 p.m.
June 10 - Aug. 6
Downtown East Lansing
Enjoy live music in the heart of downtown
East Lansing with this popular concert
series. Call (517) 319-6888 for more
information.
Summer Solstice Jazz Festival
June 17-18
Downtown East Lansing
This popular festival features an ensemble
of talented local and international jazz
artists. Visit www.eljazzfest.com to learn
more.
Play in the Park
Tuesdays in July, 7 p.m.
Valley Court Park
This interactive children’s entertainment
series has become a tradition in East
Lansing. Call (517) 319-6927 for more
information.

East Lansing Farmer’s Market
Sundays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
July 10 - Oct. 30
Valley Court Park
An open-air market robust with fresh,
farm-grown Michigan produce and
products. Learn more about the market at
www.cityofeastlansing.com/
farmersmarket.
Great Lakes Folk Festival
Aug. 12-14
Downtown East Lansing
This annual festival celebrates culture
with its showcase of music, art and more
from around the world. Visit
www.greatlakesfolkfest.net.
Great Pumpkin Walk
Oct. 27, 5-7 p.m.
Downtown East Lansing
Children are invited to come trick-or-treat
in costume with participating downtown
businesses. Call (517) 319-6927 to learn
more.

Moonlight Film Festival
Thursdays, 9:30 p.m. in July
& 9 p.m. in August
July 14-Aug. 25
Valley Court Park
This popular outdoor ﬁlm series presents
movies on a big screen in Valley Court
Park. Call (517) 319-6927 for more
information.

Visit www.cityofeastlansing.com/community events
for more events and details.
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