Projecting
Signs
This Sign Type is mounted perpendicular to
a commercial building’s facade, typically in
the area above the storefront. These signs
contribute to the streetscape by providing
pedestrian-scaled advertising and wayfinding
for commercial activities along the street.

Examples of projecting signs that use ornamental figures or designs as the centerpiece of
the sign composition. These figurative projecting signs contribute to the streetscape and
can enhance the street-level experience, while also drawing attention to the business.

The decorative bracket and graphics of this projecting sign accentuate the character
of the historic building. The sign is proportional to the scale of the building and its
materials are compatible to the building’s materials.

Projecting signs should be designed to be
proportional to the scale and mass of the
building, to be compatible to the character and
materials of the building, and to be easily read
from both sides.
The location, size, and appearance of projecting
signs should contribute to street activity and
enhance the street-level experience.
Projecting Signs should have display surfaces
that are made of wood, metal, or composite
materials. Letters, logos, symbols, or designs
should be engraved, painted, or surface
mounted.
Because of their pedestrian scale, it is not
recommended to have internally illuminated
projecting signs, although they may be
externally illuminated with gooseneck or other
suitable fixtures that are directed at sign.
Projecting signs should not obscure or destroy
the architectural details of historic buildings.

Mounted just above the transom windows of the storefront on this one-story building,
this projecting sign is easy to read from both sides and provides a simple message about
the type of business that it is advertising.

This projecting sign is externally illuminated with gooseneck lighting. Its simple
graphics, proportional dimensions, and location on the building promote a pedestrianscaled street-level experience.

Wall Signs
This Sign Type is flat against the facade and
consists of two different types of applications.
Sign band signage typically consists of
individual cut letters that are applied directly to
or painted directly on the surface a horizontal
band above the strorefront. Sign bands should
not be internally illuminated, but rather be
externally lit with gooseneck or other suitable
fixtures that are directed at the sign.

Sign band above the storefront of a commercial building. The sign is painted directly on
the horizontal band and is proportional to the scale of the storefront and building. The
sign is also visible for both auto traffic and pedestrians on the other side of the street.
The sign is scaled for a pedestrian-oriented district.

“Herkner Jewelers” sign consists of individual cut letters that are attached directly to the
horizontal band above the storefront. Their attachment allows them to stand-off from
the band’s surface. The “Starbucks” sign consists of individual applique letters that are
applied directly to the horizontal band, reminiscent of more historic painted signs.

Building wall signage typically consists of
individual cut letters or a sign composition that
is applied directly to or painted directly on the
surface of the building wall. Building wall signs
may be internally illuminated, depending on
the character of the street and the scale of the
primary viewing audience (pedestrian-oriented
districts are not typically internally illuminated
while fast moving automobile-oriented districts
are).
Wall signs should be designed to be proportional
to the scale and mass of the building and to be
compatible to the character and materials of the
building and district.
Wall signs should not obscure or destroy the
architectural details of historic buildings.

Building wall sign that is installed just below the cornice line of the building and above
the awning. The sign graphic is simple and compatible to the more contemporary
building. The sign is scaled primarily for an auto-oriented district.

Building wall sign that is internally illuminated and scaled primarily for an auto-oriented
district. Installed well above the storefront and below the clerestory windows, the sign
is visible from farther away and at the faster moving speeds of cars.

Window Signs
This Sign Type is a painted or vinyl applique
consisting of individual letters and designs or
gold leaf individual letters and designs, applied
directly on the inside of a window. These signs
can contribute to the street-level experience
by providing pedestrian-scaled advertising and
wayfinding for commercial activities along the
street.
Window signs should be designed to be
compatible to the character of the building and
to be simple and easily read from the street.
Colorful window sign made of vinyl that helps to draw attention to the business to
passersby, while also providing advertisement for the goods that are sold.
Placement at the top and bottom of the window allows for the storefront transparency
to be maintained.

Proportional window signs that are applied to the inside surface of the window. The
placement and design of these window signs do not overwhelm the overall composition
of the storefront. There simplistic design conveys advertisement of business without
cluttering the street-level experience.

The location, size, and appearance of window
signs should enhance the street-level
experience. Window signs should be placed
so that they maintain the visual connection
between the inside of the space and the
sidewalk and so that they do not obscure a
majority of the transparency of the window.
Window signs may also be custom made neon
tubes that are scaled to the proportions of the
window. Neon tube signs should be limited
in size and quantity so as to not overwhelm
the character and visual appearance of the
storefront or clutter the visual appearance
of the adjacent public space. Flashing or
changeable message window signs are strongly
discouraged.

Gold leave individual letters that are professionally painted on the inside of the glass can
give the building and business a traditional and historic charm, without overwhelming
the storefront composition or obscuring views.

Small neon tube signs that are attached to the inside of the window can oftentimes add
vitality and life to the storefront, but need to be carefully planned, designed and placed
as to not overwhelm the pedestrian-scaled experience.

Awning Signs
This Sign Type is fitting for storefronts and
entries and can be used to protect merchants’
wares and to help keep store interiors shaded
and cool in hot weather.
Awnings should be constructed of a metal frame
that is covered in either canvas, nylon, or other
comparable durable materials. Plastic awnings
should be avoided. Awning signage may be
placed on the awning valance and / or the
sloped surface of the awning.
Adding color to an awning can help to draw attention to the storefront and accentuate
the streetscape experience. There should be enough contrast between the lettering
color and awning color in order to ensure legibility of the sign.

These signs are placed on the valance of the awning and are proportional to the size of
the awning. Signs may also be placed on the sloped surface, although they will be less
visible to passersby and customers. Both of these awnings are on metal frames with a
durable fabric materials that helps to shade the inside of the building.

Awnings may also be constructed of steel
or other metal. These are typically referred
to as canopies and are appropriate on more
contemporary buildings. Canopy signage should
be placed within or above the canopy and be
painted or made of materials that are visually
compatible to the canopy materials.
Awning signs should be applied to awnings
and canopies that are above the storefront. The
awning (or canopy) and accompanying sign
should be designed to be proportional to the
scale and mass of the building.
The location, size, and appearance of awnings
and awning signs should contribute to street
activity and enhance the street-level experience.
Awnings, canopies, and their signs should not
be internally illuminated.

A simple, well proportioned retractable awning that promotes the business and depicts
that businesses street address. Awnings can also shelter people walking by or sitting at
cafe tables from the elements.

A canopy placed over the entrance to a building can provide shelter from the elements
to people entering the building, while also providing a navigational aid for the main
entrance. This canopy sign is applied do the front face of the canopy and is visible to
both pedestrians and to people in automobiles.

Sandwich
Board Signs
This Sign Type provides secondary signage and
may be used to announce daily specials, sales,
or point to shops off the sidewalk (i.e. a shop
located in the upper floors or without street
frontage).
Sandwich board signs are temporary and should
be placed in the furnishing zone of the sidewalk
so they do not impede pedestrian traffic. They
should only be in place during business hours
and stored inside the business when it is closed.
Sandwich board sign placed in the furnishing zone of the sidewalk in order to maintain
adequate clearance for pedestrian traffic. This sign is a simple plastic frame that is
durable enough to withstand the elements and has a chalkboard attached to the frame
that permits easily changing the daily specials.

These sandwich board signs consist of simple wood frames and an integrated chalkboard
that provides the flexibility to change the advertising and announcements for the
business. The left sign uses finely-scripted text to convey a message of quality.

Display surfaces should be made of wood,
metal, plastic or other durable materials and
may be surfaces that can be written on like
chalkboard or whiteboard, so that daily specials
or promotions can be easily changed.
Placement of sandwich board signs should be in
front of the business that they are advertising.
They should not be placed in front of other
businesses.

Similar to the construction of the sign depicted above, this sign has a graphic that is
applied to the plastic frame. The handle on the top and the collapsible frame allow the
sign to be easily moved indoors after the business closes.

A simple metal frame sign that has the graphic inserted into the frame. This frame is
also easily transportable and conveys its temporary nature through its design. The sign
is placed in the furnishing zone, adjacent to a street light, so that it does not inhibit
pedestrian traffic.

