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CITY OF EAST LANSING
The Home of Michigan State University
January, 2015
Dear Community Members:
We are pleased to present the City of East Lansing’s 2015 – 2019 Parks, Recrea on
Open Space and Greenways Plan. This plan was compiled over the course of three
years and involved data collec on, community forums, surveys and other public
mee ngs.
The purpose of the 5-year Plan is to assess the needs of the community for parks,
recrea on, open space and greenways facili es, programs and services. The Plan also
iden fies the ac ons to be taken to improve and maintain these facili es and services.
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 337-1731
www.cityofeastlansing.com

A 5-year Plan is required by the State of Michigan for the City to be eligible for
funds through the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) matching
grant programs. A significant por on of our exis ng park system exists because of
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Land Acquisi on and Park Development Grants
administered by the MDNR.
Over the past 20 years the East Lansing community has supported a significant
financial investment in our parks, recrea on, open space and greenways system.
Voters approved 3 bond ini a ves between 1995 and 1998 that provided $13 million
for park improvements, the Family Aqua c Center and the Hannah Community Center.
The bond funds were leveraged into over $20 million for projects through the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund Grants, fund-raising eﬀorts, generous individual and
corporate contribu ons and the City’s General Fund. Between 2016 and 2019 these
bond programs will re re. As these bonds re re we recommend that thorough
evalua on go into determining the willingness of voters to again approve long term
funding mechanisms to preserve our investments and con nue to improve our parks,
recrea on, open space and greenways system.
Your comments and/or sugges ons are always welcome. Please contact the Parks
and Recrea on Administra ve Oﬃce at (517) 319-6809 or by email at parks@
cityofeastlansing.com with any comments and/or sugges ons.
Sincerely,

Timothy M. McCaﬀrey
Director of Parks & Recrea on
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Execu ve Summary
The 2015 City of East Lansing Parks, Recrea on, Open
Space and Greenways Plan (the Plan) iden fies and
describes the current needs for community facili es,
programs and services that best serve the ci zens of East
Lansing. The Plan is also necessary to maintain eligibility
for State of Michigan grants that help fund capital
improvements for parks and facili es. The 2015 Plan was
developed over the course of three years and will serve
as a guide for the next five year period unless updated
sooner.
Public involvement was a key component in developing
the 2015 Plan and included the following planning eﬀorts:
1. 2011 Community Opinion Survey
2. Community input forums on March 7 and March 23,
2011
3. Public Hearing at the January 18, 2012, Parks &
Recrea on Advisory Commission mee ng
4. East Lansing Planning Commission mee ng,
January 11, 2012
5. East Lansing City Council mee ng, February 21, 2012
6. 2013 Workshops with Parks and Recrea on Advisory
Commissioners, Department Administra ve and
Leadership Staﬀ on January 9 and January 17, 2013

4.

Provide for Organized and Unorganized Recrea on
opportuni es throughout the City of East Lansing
5. Preserve and enhance open spaces, natural systems
and significant natural features within the City of
East Lansing
6. Provide connec ons between Parks, Neighborhoods
and Community Facili es throughout the City
7. Recognize the need for the use and re-purposing of
Public Spaces, Parks and Placemaking to support
the iden ty, use and brand that represents East
Lansing
8. Encourage Community Partnerships and Joint
Ventures with groups and organiza ons that have a
symbio c or suppor ve rela onship
9. Improve and expand communica on with the
public to promote East Lansing facili es, programs
and services, and to increase ci zen awareness and
involvement in programs and ac vi es
10. Plan and provide for future long-range needs to
acquire parkland, develop exis ng city owned
property or expand exis ng facili es
11. Provide sustainable funding for East Lansing
park / facility opera ons, maintenance and capital
improvements

Addi onally, an accurate and up to date inventory of the
various facili es, programs and services is documented
in the Plan. The inventory includes informa on about the
size, age, quality, and accessibility of the various parks
and facili es within the City of East Lansing. An inventory
of addi onal facility and service providers, regional
oﬀerings, and regional plans is also included in the Plan,
as is demographic informa on about the ci zens of the
City of East Lansing.
Eleven Goals, with suppor ng objec ves, are iden fied
in the 2015 Plan:
1. Ensure a safe and accessible East Lansing park
system
2. Maintain and improve exis ng parkland, facili es
and management within the City of East Lansing for
East Lansing residents and visitors
3. Promote healthy and ac ve lifestyles through Parks
and Recrea on
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The 2015 Plan also presents a Capital Ac on Program that
provides a series of ac on steps to further the 11 goals of
the plan and to meet the current and future needs of the
community for quality and diverse park and recrea on
programs and facili es. Each item in the Ac on Program
is also given a priority of high, medium or low, based on
how well they fulfill one or more of the following seven
focus areas:
1. Maximize the poten al of exis ng facili es
2. Use environmentally sustainable prac ces and
enhance natural areas and features
3. Use alterna ve funding and resources
4. Reduce opera ng costs
5. Plan for future parks and recrea on needs
6. Develop and maintain diverse and balanced parks
and recrea on resources
7. Pursue partnerships, collabora ons and regional
approaches
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CHAPTER ONE
Community Descrip on

Figure 1.1

Statement of Purpose
Project Area
Historical Background
Demographics

Statement of Purpose
Following is the 2015 City of East Lansing 5-year
Community Parks, Recrea on, Open Space and
Greenways Plan. The purpose of a 5-year plan is to
assess the needs of the community for parks, recrea on
open space and greenways, and to iden fy the ac ons
to be taken to improve and maintain these facili es. In
addi on, a current parks and recrea on plan is necessary
to keep the city eligible for matching funds for park
projects through State of Michigan grant programs.

Project Area
The City of East Lansing is located in south-central
Michigan, adjacent to Michigan State University and
within five (5) miles of the State capital. Founded in 1907,
the City is approximately 13.6 square miles, including the
3.5 square miles of Michigan State University.
The City of East Lansing is bordered by Bath Township to
the north, Meridian Township to the east, Michigan State
University to the south, and Lansing to the west. Por ons
of East Lansing are located in both Ingham and Clinton
Coun es. The por ons of East Lansing that are located
in Clinton County are found in both Bath and Dewi
Townships. The por on of the City located in Dewi
Township was acquired in May 1998 and the por on
located in Bath Township was acquired in June 2002 via a
425 agreement.
The area’s primary natural feature is the Red Cedar River
which runs through the MSU campus. See Figure 1.1 for a
Loca on Map
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Historical Background
Park and Recrea on Planning
The City of East Lansing has been undertaking Park
and Recrea on planning eﬀorts since the late 1970’s,
when the East Lansing City Council formed a Recrea on
Advisory Commi ee to evaluate parks and recrea on
oﬀerings and develop recommenda ons for future needs.
The Commi ee included representa ves from the City’s
Planning Commission, Fine Arts Commission, School/
City Ac vi es Program (SCAP), Community Educa on
Program, and City Staﬀ, and created the 1978 Recrea on
Implementa on Plan.
The 1978 Recrea on Implementa on Plan was
incorporated into the City’s overall Comprehensive Plan
in 1981, and in 1985 it was modified to reflect changing
condi ons, values, needs, and desires within the
community.
The 1978 Plan, as modified, guided park and
recrea on improvements un l 1994, when the East
Lansing City Council formed a Parks and Recrea on
Planning Commi ee to prepare the 1995 Parks and
Recrea on Master Plan. This Plan paved the way for the
transforma on of the East Lansing parks and recrea on
system.
The 1995 Parks and Recrea on Plan was in use un l
December, 2005, when the City embarked on a
comprehensive process to re-develop the 5-year plan.
Over the ensuing 15-months, a Park Plan Steering
Commi ee and consultants from Becke and Raeder,
Inc. guided an extensive process of data collec on,
research, fieldwork, community workshops, surveys and
ques onnaires. This process produced the 2007 Parks,
Recrea on, Open-Space and Greenways Plan.
Since 2007, the Parks, Recrea on, Open-Space and
Greenways Plan has been updated four (4) mes to
reflect current condi ons; in 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2012.
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Park System
The City of East Lansing’s park system was launched in
1932, when Louis and Josephine Ehinger donated a small
unbuildable lot in the Chesterfield Hills subdivision to the
City of East Lansing. The 0.8 acres became Ehinger Park
and in the ensuing 80 years, the East Lansing Park system
expanded to include 490 acres of park and recrea on
land in 29 sites, including three (3) community centers.
The 10 years from 1995 to 2004 brought the greatest
growth to the East Lansing Park System. During that me,
the East Lansing voters approved three (3) bond issues
to provide $13.3 million for development of park and
recrea on ameni es:
•
$3.3 million for general Parks Improvements in 1995
•
$3 million for the Family Aqua c Center in 1998
•
$7 million for the Hannah Community Center in
1998
The $13.3 million in bond funds were supplemented
by $1.5 million in interest earnings, $2.6 million from
the City’s general fund, and $1.8 million in grant funds
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, to
fund nearly $20 million in parks, recrea on, and cultural
improvement. Projects included:
•
Six (6) separate land acquisi ons;
•
Improvements to eight (8) neighborhood parks;
•
Phase I development of the Soccer Complex;
•
Construc on of the So ball Complex;
•
Phase I and II of the Northern Tier Trail;
•
Harrison Meadows Park;
•
Construc on of the Family Aqua c Center; and,
•
Renova on of the former Hannah Middle School
into a Community Center.

Community Descrip on
CHAPTER ONE
Demographics
The City of East Lansing is a youthful, culturally diverse,
community with a strong core of year-round residents. Its
popula on of 48,579 has been fairly stable and is nearly
evenly divided between males and females. As home to
Michigan State University, East Lansing’s demographic
composi on is driven by the annual influx of students
pursuing undergraduate and post graduate degrees:
nearly 50% of East Lansing residents are students.
Compared to the state as a whole, a drama cally higher
percent of East Lansing residents are between the ages
of 18 and 24 (62.2% versus 10%) and conversely, the
percentage of persons under age 18 is significantly lower
than that of the state (7.5% compared to 23.7%). It is also
worthy to note that the percentage of persons of Asian
descent in East Lansing is 5 mes that of the state as a
whole, while the percentage of African Americans is half
that of the state as a whole. (Table 1.1).
The influence of the university is also reflected in the
educa onal a ainment levels of those who have made
longer-term investments in the city. When compared
to Michigan as a whole, East Lansing residents are
considerably higher educated with nearly 40% having
masters, professional or doctorate degrees, compared to
8.1% statewide (Table 1.2).

The employment picture for residents of the City of
East Lansing also reflects the economic environment
of Michigan: the largest employment sector for East
Lansing residents is educa onal services; the fastest
growing employment sector from 2000 to 2010 is the
management of companies and enterprises (although the
actual numbers of persons employed are low rela ve to
the total employed popula ons); and, not surprisingly,
the largest decline in employment has been in the
manufacturing sector.
The amalgama on of campus and city creates an
environment conducive for walking and other forms of
non-motorized transporta on. This is supported by the
commu ng to work data compiled by the Census Bureau
and found in the City of East Lansing Non-motorized
Transporta on Plan. Residents of East Lansing walk to
work seven (7) mes more frequently than the average
U.S. Resident and an astounding ten (10) mes more than
the average Michigan resident. Twenty-one percent (21%)
of people in the work place noted that they walk to work
and an addi onal 7.5% ride bikes, motorcycles or public
transit to work (Table 1.5).

Household occupancy data for East Lansing, as well
as income es mates, are heavily skewed by the large
number of university students living in the community.
In East Lansing, more than 50% of the housing units are
renter occupied, compared to 23% statewide, and the per
capita income of East Lansing residents is 63% below that
of Michigan as a whole. It is important to note, however,
that although students are o en low-income individuals,
they tend to have access to resources through family,
loans, or grants that are unavailable to other low-income
demographic groups (Table 1.3).
The compara ve demographics of East Lansing between
the 2000 and 2010 census data is reflec ve of the
economic environment facing the area and state as a
whole. Large declines in the percentage of persons aged
35-49 and aged 0-17 is indica ve of the segments of the
popula on that are migra ng out of Michigan. However,
even with the large percentage declines in certain age
groups, East Lansing’s overall popula on has increased
slightly, due in part to a more accurate accoun ng of the
student popula on (Table 1.4).
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Table 1.1

2010 Age and Race Data1
Popula on

East Lansing
48,579

Michigan
9,883,640

Male
Female

23,574
25,005

48.5%
51.5%

4,848,114
5,035,526

49.1%
50.9%

Under 18
18-24
18 & over

3,666
20,264
44,913

7.5%
62.2%
92.5%

2,344,068
973,889
7,539,572

23.7%
9.9%
76.3%

20-24
25-34
35-49
50-64
65 & Over

19,545
4,895
3,154
3,506
3,094

40.2%
10.1%
6.5%
7.2%
6.4%

669,072
1,164,149
2,022,555
2,107,449
1,361,530

6.8%
11.8%
20.5%
20.4%
13.8%

White
Hispanic/La no
African American
Asian
American Indian/
Alaska Na ve
Na ve Hawaiian/
Pacific Islander
Other
More than one

38,072
1,643
3,303
5,135

78.4%
3.4%
6.8%
10.6%

7,803,120
436,358
1,400,362
238,199

78.9%
4.4%
14.2%
2.4%

148

0.30%

62,007

0.63%

22
475
1,424

0.05%
1.0%
2.9%

2,604
147,029
230,319

0.03%
1.5%
2.3%

Table 1.2

2010 Educa onal A ainment Data2
East Lansing
High School or less
10.36%
Some college or Assoc.
19.25%
Bachelor’s
31.20%
Masters, Professional or
Doctorate
39.19%

1

Michigan
47.90%
30.30%
13.70%
8.10%

2010 Census Interac ve Popula on Search, www.2010.census.gov
City of East Lansing, 2011, Economic Indicator Report, Michigan October 2010 Market Snapshot

2
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Table 1.3

2010 Household and Income Data1
East Lansing

Michigan

Per capita income
Median household
Income
Median Family
Income
<$14,999
$15,000-$29,999
$30,000-$44,999
$45,000-$59,999
$60,000-$74,999
$75,000-$99,999
$100,000-$124,999
$125,000-$149,999
$150,000-$199,999
$200,000+

$16,629

$26,265

$27,898

$54,719

$77,500
33.0%
19.26%
10.37%
7.33%
6.37%
7.72%
5.54%
2.77%
3.8%
3.84%

$64,042
10.61%
13.97%
15.18%
15.15%
14.54%
13.47%
7.49%
3.86%
2.98%
2.74%

Total households
Average HH size
Average family size

14,774
2.2
2.8

3,885,942
2.5
3.1

2010 Unemployment rate2

12.3

13.1

38.6%
52.8%
8.6%

61.7%
22.7%
15.6%

Household Income

Housing Occupancy3
Owner occupied
Renter occupied
Vacant

Table 1.4

2000 to 2010 Popula on Comparison4
% change

Under 18
18 & over
20-24
25-34
35-49
50-64
65 & over

-19.00%
3.30%
5.5%
-7.70%
-30.30%
23.10%
7.2%

1

City of East Lansing, 2011, Economic Indicator Report, Michigan, October 2010 Market Snapshot
2
2011 Economic Indicator Report
3
Socioeconomic and Demographic Market Snapshot, Anderson Economic Group LLC, 2010
4
Census Summary File 1 Profile, Data Driven Detroit,
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Table 1.5

2010 Non-Motorized Transporta on Data1
Journey to Work
Walked
Motorcycle, bike, other
Public transport
Total non-car commuters

1

East Lansing
10,275
22.0%
1,448
3.1%
2,050
4.4%
13,773
29.5%

Michigan
101,506
2.2%
33,423
0.7%
60,537
1.3%
195,466
4.2%

Michigan Journey to Work, 2000 Census brief, East Lansing Non-motorized transporta on plan
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Department Organiza onal Structure
The administra on and management structure for parks,
recrea on, and cultural programs and services has varied
considerably over me. From the late 1970’s through
1988, recrea on and arts programs and services in East
Lansing were administered and oﬀered by the School/
City Ac vity Program, Community Educa on, and other
similar programs. In December 1988, The City of East
Lansing and the East Lansing Board of Educa on entered
into an inter-local public agency agreement to form a
non-profit corpora on to oﬀer recrea on, leisure, sports,
and arts programs and services.
This corporate en ty was ini ally known as East Lansing
Community Arts and Ac vi es Program (ELCAAP) but
quickly evolved into East Lansing Recrea on and Arts
(ELRA). The business aﬀairs of this corpora on were
overseen by a nine (9) person board of directors and ELRA
was managed by an Execu ve Director appointed by the
Board of Directors. It existed as a non-profit recrea on
and arts service delivery agency un l July, 2002.

In 2002, The City of East Lansing and the East Lansing
School Board of Educa on dissolved East Lansing
Recrea on and Arts by agreement and all of the ac vi es,
programs, events, and services oﬀered by it were
absorbed into the City of East Lansing.
Today, under the direc on of the City Manager, four
(4) municipal departments are ac vely involved in the
administra on, planning, and maintenance of the City’s
parks, recrea on, and cultural facili es, programs, and
services.
•
Department of Parks, Recrea on, and Arts:
administra on, management, planning and
programming
•
Department of Public Works and Environmental
Services: maintenance
•
Department of Planning and Community
Development: planning and development review
•
Prime Time Seniors Program: programming for
seniors
Figure 2.1, depicts the Organiza onal Structure for parks,
recrea on, and cultural facili es, programs and services
for the City of East Lansing.
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Figure 2.1
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Administra ve Structure
CHAPTER TWO
Role of Commissions and Advisory Boards
In addi on to the various departments involved in
parks and recrea on in the City of East Lansing, there
are a number of East Lansing Boards and Commissions
that make recommenda ons to City Council regarding
parks, recrea on and cultural ma ers. These Boards and
Commissions include the Planning Commission, Park
and Recrea on Advisory Commission, the Commission
on the Environment, Arts Commission, Transporta on
Commission, Seniors Commission, and the Historic
District Commission.
See Figure 2.2.
Park and Recrea on Advisory Commission
The Park and Recrea on Advisory Commission is the
primary body addressing park and recrea on ma ers
in the City. The East Lansing City Council established
the Parks and Recrea on Advisory Commission in
2003. It consists of seven (7) members appointed by
the Mayor subject to approval of the Council, for up to
two consecu ve three-year terms. The Commission’s
du es and authority are to serve in an advisory role to
the City Council. The Commission reviews the parks and
recrea on master plan, the service delivery plan, the
capital improvement projects budget, the fee schedule,

and any bond proposals, and makes recommenda on to
City Council and the Planning Commission on same. The
Commission also reviews and makes recommenda ons
to Council on Parks and Recrea on issues prior to Council
taking ac on. The Advisory Commission adopted its
By-Laws on January 19, 2005. (See Appendix 1 for the
complete Ordinance and By-Laws.) The City’s Director of
Parks, Recrea on and Arts serves in a liaison capacity to
the Parks & Recrea on Advisory Commission.
While Parks and Recrea on ma ers are not the primary
responsibility of the other six (6) Boards or Commissions,
they each have responsibili es related to certain aspects
of parks and recrea on administra on, planning and
programming.

Figure 2.2
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19

East Lansing Parks & Recreation
CHAPTER TWO
Planning Commission
The East Lansing Planning Commission creates a Master
Plan for the physical development of the city; prepares
comprehensive programs for capital improvements;
reviews rezoning requests, site plans, special use permits
and other land use applica ons; reviews the widening
and extension of streets, the development of parks
and other public improvements; develops new zoning
standards; and ensures that the standards of appropriate
environmental protec on legisla on are applied.
The Planning Commission reviews and comments on the
Park, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways Plan, and
recommends its adop on to City Council. The Plan is then
incorporated, in its en rety, in the City of East Lansing
Comprehensive Development Plan.

Commission on the Environment
The Commission on the Environment studies issues and
makes recommenda ons to City Council on a variety of
ma ers pertaining to environmental protec on; reviews,
studies and makes recommenda ons on policies and
legisla on necessary to implement programs for the
protec on of the environment; and studies exis ng
and proposed programs and assists in the development
of new programs. It is a nine-member Commission
appointed by the East Lansing City Council to three-year
terms.

The Planning Commission has nine members that are
appointed by City Council to three-year terms. The
Department of Planning, Building and Development,
Planning and Zoning Administrator, serves as the staﬀ
liaison to this Commission.

Seniors Commission
The Seniors Commission iden fies and recommends
suppor ve services and educa onal and leisure me
programs for East Lansing’s senior residents. The
Commission assists and advises the City Council on the
opera on and maintenance of local and regional senior
centers and in obtaining gi s, grants, endowments and
appropria ons of City and Community Development
Block Grant funds. The Commission serves as an advocate
to the City Council in all ma ers of local, regional and
state concern for seniors, and serves as liaison with local,
country and state governmental and non-governmental
agencies in order to represent the interests of and
enhance the quality of life for seniors in the City.

Arts Commission
The East Lansing Arts Commission is a nine-member
Commission appointed by East Lansing City Council to
three-year terms. The Commission promotes art in the
community; encourages coopera on with metropolitan
arts agencies; develops and recommends proposals for
ac vi es related to the exhibi on, performance and
instruc on in the arts; and works with other boards and
commissions to strengthen the aesthe cs and appeal of
projects that aﬀect public places.
The Commission oversees the City’s public arts program,
including the annual distribu on of small grants for
cultural arts projects and the East Lansing Public Art
Gallery located on the second floor of the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center. The Arts Commission also
maintains an Ar sts Registry and an on-line virtual
arts tour of public art in the City of East Lansing. The
Communica ons Coordinator serves as the staﬀ liaison to
this Commission.
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The Department of Public Works and Environmental
Services, Environmental Services Administrator, serves as
the staﬀ liaison to this Commission.

The East Lansing Prime Time Senior Program Director
serves as the staﬀ liaison to the nine-member Seniors
Commission. Commissioners are appointed by City
Council for three-year terms. The Prime Time Senior
Program is located on the first floor of the East Lansing
Hannah Community Center.
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Transporta on Commission
The Transporta on Commission advises the City Council
on ma ers pertaining to eﬀec ve transporta on by
motorized and non-motorized vehicles and recommends
policies concerning the public safety on the streets. The
nine Commission members are selected for their interest
and/or exper se in fields related to transporta on and
are appointed to three-year terms by the East Lansing
City Council. The Director of Public Works serves as the
staﬀ liaison to this Commission.
Historic District Commission
In 1989, the City of East Lansing adopted a Historic
Preserva on Code to protect the historic assets within
the City and promote their rehabilita on. The City
also established a Landmark Historic District, which
encompasses the most significant historical structures,
regardless of loca on, throughout the City. There are six
(6) Historic Districts in the City of East Lansing and 27
significant historical structures, see Figure 2.3.
The Historic District Commission reviews proposed
altera ons and addi ons to the exterior of structures
within historic districts, and provides educa onal
materials and programs on preserva on principles and
prac ces. The seven member Commission is appointed
by the East Lansing City Council to three-year terms
and includes one registered architect and four residents
of designated historic districts. A number of parks and
Community Centers are located within Historic Districts:
District
Hillcrest Village
Chesterfield Hills
Collegeville
Oakwood

College Grove
Bailey

Park/Community Center
None
Ehinger Park
Harrison Road Park
Valley Court Park and
Valley Court Community Center
Forest Park
None
Bailey Park
Bailey Community Center

Role of Volunteers
Residents of the City of East Lansing have a strong
volunteer ethic and the roles volunteers play in the
Department of Parks and Recrea on reflect that. Nearly
every aspect of parks and recrea on programs and
services uses volunteers extensively.
All coaches for the City’s recrea onal youth soccer,
so ball, baseball and basketball programs are volunteers,
and once youth get beyond developmental soccer, all
program organiza on and administra on is conducted by
volunteers.
The All of Us Express Childrens’ Theater, the East
Lansing Environmental Stewardship Program, and the
City sponsored Fes vals have limited part- me City
employees and are fully implemented using volunteers.
In these programs, volunteers do everything from making
costumes and building sets, to removing invasive plant
species from parks, to assis ng vendors in booth set-up.
None of these community programs and events would
be possible without extensive volunteer support and
community funding.
The 65 people who sit on the eight Boards and
Commission involved in parks, recrea on and cultural
ma ers, are also all volunteers.
Figure 2.4 provides an es mated number of volunteers
and number of volunteer hours donated to the City of
East Lansing in support of parks, recrea on and cultural
programs and services.

The Department of Planning, Building and Development,
Community Development Analyst serves as the staﬀ
liaison to this Commission.
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Volunteers in Park, Recrea on and Cultural Programs and Services
July 2010 - June 2011
Fiscal Year
Program Area

July 2011 - June 2012

FY11

July 2012 - June 2013

FY12

FY13

# Volunteers
# Volunteers
# Volunteers
# Volunteers
Hours
# Volunteers
Hours
# Volunteers
Hours

Recrea on and Arts
All-of-Us Express
Baseball
Basketball
Environmental Stewardship
Prime Time Senior Program
Boards and Commissions
Summer Sols ce Jazz Fes val
Farmer’s Market
East Lansing Art Fes val
General Community Events*

35
100
25
39
104
200
65
51
10
130
30

700
1,000
400
740
300
4,650
1,560

15
100
23
38
144
201
65
51
10
130
30

840
1,000
340
722
489
4,700
1,560

15
100
23
40
303
221
65
51
10
130
30

840
1,000
340
760
772
4,856
1,560

Totals:

789

9,350

807

9,651

988

10,128

* General Community Events include: Play in the Park, Children’s Concert Series, Moonlight Film Fes val,
Halloween Event, Summer Concert Series, and Winterglow.
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Current and Projected Budget
Parks, Recrea on, Arts and Cultural Events Budget
The 2014/2015 budget for Parks, Recrea on, Arts and
Cultural Events, programs and services is shown in
Figure 2.5 below. This budget includes Opera ons and
Maintenance, Capital Improvements, and Programs and
Services.
Funding Op ons and Sources
Current economic condi ons in the City and throughout
the State, are crea ng challenges that make it paramount
to explore all avenues for funding and to remain
open to crea ve and new opportuni es for program
assistance. The East Lansing parks, recrea on and open
space program is funded via a combina on of funding
programs. Listed below are current and projected funding
sources that could be considered to implement the
objec ves of the 2015 Park, Recrea on, Open Space and
Greenways Plan.

General Funds
The City of East Lansing currently uses general fund
money primarily to fund the maintenance and
opera ons of the park system. General funds also oﬀset
the opera onal costs of recrea on facili es; provide
matching funds for park improvement grants; and
fund seniors programs, community events and Scene
Metrospace.
Future park and recrea on facility improvements that
are likely to be funded using the General Fund are
neighborhood park improvements and projects that are
of special interest to City Council.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grants
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR)
administers three primary grant programs that the City of
East Lansing has successfully accessed for funding parks
and recrea on projects:

Figure 2.5

Parks, Recrea on, Arts and Cultural Events, Programs and Services

2013/2014 Budget

Department

Parks & Rec.
Opera ng

Parks & Blvd.
Maintenance

Art Fes val

Prime Time
Seniors Prog.

General Fund
Grants/Dona ons/Sponsorships
Fees & Charges
Miscellaneous
Total

$1,100,230
$189,025
$2,658,845
$320,130
$4,268,230

$1,323,380

$1,323,380

$77,000
$83,600
$10
$160,610

$135,440
$38,000
$69,750
$14,410
$257,600

$2,559,050
$304,025
$2,812,195
$334,550
$6,009,820

$871,950
$451,430

$62,975
$90,980

$181,180
$76,420

$1,323,380

$6,655
$160,610

$257,600

$3,362,310
$2,477,355
$156,500
$13,655
$6,009,820

Total

Revenues

Expenses
Personnel Services
Materials and Services
Capital Improvements
Transfer Out
Total

24

$2,246,205
$1,858,525
$156,500
$7,000
$4,268,230
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Land and Water Conserva on Fund (LWCF)
The Land and Water Conserva on Fund program provides
funds on a 50/50 reimbursable matching basis for the
development of outdoor and limited indoor recrea on
facili es. Funds are awarded to local projects a er all
project applica ons submi ed in a year have been
evaluated. The local share of a project can be cash,
approved dona ons of service and material and/or credit
for locally assumed costs.
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund u lizes
royal es from oil, gas, and other mineral developments
on state-owned lands to help finance the acquisi on and
development of outdoor recrea on facili es. Matching
local funds are required in the amount of at least 25%
of the total project cost. Projects proposed under this
program should be directed towards helping meet
statewide goals, including natural resource protec on,
water access and urban recrea on. A minimum of 75% of
funds each year are designated for land acquisi on.
Recrea on Passport Fund (RPF)
The “Recrea on Passport” program was established in
2010 and encourages Michigan residents to pay a $11 fee
when registering their vehicles to allow unlimited access
to State parks and recrea on areas. The $11 fee replaces
the daily fee or annual pass fee for Michigan residents.
90% of the funds derived from this program go toward
State Parks while 10% of the funds are earmarked for
local parks and recrea on grant programs. This grant
program is geared toward funding for small parks or park
projects.

for improvements that would not have otherwise been
completed. Con nued ini a ves of this nature can be
established. Some communi es have established more
formal fund development programs such as 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organiza ons or founda ons to assist in fund
development. The forma on of an organiza on or
organiza ons of this nature can be explored.
Examples of projects for which community based fund
development programs have been implemented in the
past include the Soccer Complex Development Project,
the Splash Park, the Dog Park, and the Hidden River Park.
Dona ons of goods and services
Direct dona ons of property, goods, and services has
long been a source for maximizing funds and resources.
The City of East Lansing pursues and accepts dona ons
of land, easements, personal property and in-kind
services, provided that the dona ons are in the City’s
interest. Examples of this method of funding programs
and services include dona on of land now known as
the Welcome Park, Ehinger Park, and Hawk Nest Park;
dona ons of personal property such as benches along
the Northern Tier Trail, trees throughout the parks, and a
statue at the So ball Complex; and dona ons of in-kind
services such as surveying services at Patriarche Park.

Examples of projects that could be eligible for LWCF,
MNRTF or RPF dollars, depending on their scope, include:
Abbot Road Park, White Park, Hawk Nest Park, and Henry
Fine Park improvements, as well as the purchase of new
park land.
Community Based Fund Development Programs
Fund-Raising Commi ees have been used in the past
and are currently being used in the City of East Lansing,
to assist in genera ng necessary funds for events,
programs, and facili es improvements. Recent examples
include the Patriarche Park Playground in the Park ‘ReImagined’ and the Medal of Honor Memorial, both of
which have been very successful at genera ng funds
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Bond Programs
Many of the park, recrea on and cultural facility
improvements in the past 14 years were made possible
as a result of voter approved bond programs. Examples
include the 1995 Parks Improvement Bond, the 1998
Hannah Community Center Bond and the 1998 Family
Aqua c Center Bond. Combined, East Lansing voters
approved $13 million toward comple on of these
improvements.
Over the past 20 years the East Lansing community has
supported a significant financial investment in our parks,
recrea on, open space and greenways system. Voters
approved 3 bond ini a ves between 1995 and 1998 that
provided $13 million for park improvements, the Family
Aqua c Center and the Hannah Community Center. The
bond funds were leveraged into over $20 million for
projects through the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund Grants, fund-raising eﬀorts, generous individual
and corporate contribu ons and the City’s General Fund.
Between 2016 and 2019 these bond programs will re re.
As these bonds re re we recommend that thorough
evalua on go into determining the willingness of voters
to again approve long term funding mechanisms to
preserve our investments and con nue to improve our
parks, recrea on, open space and greenways system.
Downtown Development Authority
The Downtown Development Authority has the statutory
authority to expend funds for public improvements,
including park facili es, within the downtown
development district. In some instances, it can also
contribute to planning and design eﬀorts for projects
outside the limits of the development district if there is
a direct rela onship between the proposed projects and
posi ve impacts to the business district.
Design and implementa on of a way finding program and
improvements to Valley Court Park are two projects that
have been supported by the DDA.
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Other Grant Sources
The City of East Lansing is con nually evalua ng available
grant sources to leverage funds for parks and recrea on
facility improvements. Some of the more notable sources
and the projects they have funded include:
● EDCDBG: Installa on of energy eﬃcient ligh ng in Bailey
Community Center and Hannah Community
Center Gymnasium and Pool
● CDBG: Improvements to Ehinger Park
● Brownfield Funds: Improvements to Valley Court Park
● Urban Forestry: White Park Natural Landscape
Management Plan
● Economic Development Corpora on Farm Market Grant:
Improvements to Valley Court Park parking lot
and site
● Cool Ci es Grant: Installa on of a WiFi spot in Valley
Court Park
● Universal Accessibility Grant: Installa on of walkways at
the East Lansing Family Aqua c Center
Parks and Recrea on Millage
Many communi es have established a millage for
specific local government services. A millage specifically
established to assist with the ongoing expenses
associated with parks and recrea on programs and
facili es could be considered. A millage could be voter
ini ated or ini ated by a Park and Recrea on Authority.
As with bond programs discussed above, thorough
evalua on should go into determining the willingness
of the community to support any increases to the local
taxing structure.
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Grant Funding History
The City of East Lansing has successfully accessed
a number of grant programs through the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources. Since 1995, the City
has received a total of 13 grants through the Natural
Resources Trust Fund, the Recrea on Bond Fund, the
Clean Michigan Ini a ve and the Recrea on Passport
Program. These grants have supplemented general funds
special ini a ve and other monies with an addi onal
$3,316,764.

Figure 2.6 provides a list of grant funded projects,
which is graphically depicted in Map 2.1. Addi onally,
Appendix 2 contains a Recrea on Grant History Status
Update and Post Comple on Self Cer fica on Report for
each grant funded project.

Figure 2.6

Grant Funding History
Project #
TF04-121
TF97-155
TF95-010
TF07-087
TF08-065
TF08-140
TF08-141
TF12-082

Title
Natural Resource Trust Fund
Northern Tier Trail
Northern Tier Trail
Environmental Corridors*
White Park Improvements
Hawk Nest Park Improvements
White Park Expansion I (St. Paul)
White Park Expansion II (White Trust)
Patriarche Park Playground Replacement*

BF00-053
BF89-383

Recrea on Bond Fund
ELHCC Swim Pool
Bailey Com. Ctr. Window Replacement

CMI (Clean Michigan Ini a ve)
CM99-264 Recrea on Complex Parking **

RP11-409

Recrea on Passport Program
Henry Find Park Tot-lot Renova on

Urban and Community Forestry
CFG-12-05 White Park Landscape Management Plan
Totals

Year

Grant Amount

%

Local Match

%

Total Project

2004
1997
1995
2007
2008
2008
2008
2012

$92,400
$375,000
$795,400
$225,000
$262,500
$65,764
$429,000
$300,000
$2,545,064

44
75
74
75
75
75
75
75

$117,600
$125,000
$279,308
$75,000
$87,500
$21,921
$143,000
$100,000
$949,329

56
25
26
25
25
25
25
75

$210,000
$500,000
$1,074,708
$300,000
$350,000
$87,685
$572,000
$400,000
$3,494,393

2000
1998

$250,000
$69,000
$319,000

75
60

$83,340
$46,000
$129,340

25
40

$333,340
$115,000
$448,340

1999

$426,300

70

$182,700

30

$609,000

2011

$20,000

16

$102,852

84

$122,852

2012

$6,400

50

$6,400

50

$12,800

$3,316,764

$1,370,621

$4,687,385

* Acquisi on of 91 acres to expand neighborhood and community recrea on and to link City park lands and neighborhoods with
a pedestrian and bike path system.
** Constructrion of parking facili es and roadway improvements for the new soccer complex and for the so ball/aqua c center.
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Map 2.1

East Lansing Parks System with NRTF Grant Money
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Capital Accomplishments
Since 1995, the City of East Lansing has invested a total of
nearly $24 million in capital improvements to the parks
and recrea on system. Those improvements were funded
through bonds, bond interest, general funds, grants and
fundraising/dona ons. Page 14 lists the $20 million in
improvements that were completed between 1995 and
2004, while Table 2.1 details the nearly $4 million of
improvements that have been completed since 2005.

Regional Factors
Regional Oﬀerings
East Lansing’s centralized loca on in a metropolitan
area, provides a wide range of opportuni es and op ons
for leisure- me ac vi es, both pubic and private.
The proximity of the State Capital and Michigan State
University to East Lansing enhance the region’s diversity
of choices, oﬀering alterna ves that might not otherwise
be available.
The variety of park, recrea on and open space oﬀerings
in the region is so diverse and substan al, that it is not
prac cal to list them all in this document. However
realizing that a thorough evalua on of available op ons is
important in determining the needs for the East Lansing
Community, an assortment of resources are consulted on
a regular basis to keep abreast of local oﬀerings.
Map 2.2, Ingham Country Parks, Schools and Trails, was
compiled through the Greening Mid-Michigan eﬀort
and is a par cularly useful reference in that it provides
a comprehensive graphic representa on of public lands
and trails in Ingham County. Addi onally, a number of
local websites provide maps and data regarding local park
and recrea on programs and facili es. These include:
Michigan Trails Map at www.michigantrails.org, Greater
Lansing Visitors and Conven on Bureau at www.lansing.
org, and Pure Michigan interac ve map of ac vi es at
www.michigan.org.

Current Partnerships
Partnerships are mutually beneficial rela onships that
oﬀer individual organiza ons assets that might otherwise
not be available if the organiza ons decide to pursue
goals independently. Partnering can avoid unnecessary
duplica on of services, provide for the pooling of scarce
resources, and promote coordinated mutual eﬀorts to
resolve common problems to benefit all concerned. The
City of East Lansing, Department of Parks, Recrea on,
and Arts has worked with a number of community
partners who enjoy the mutual benefit of shared goals
and common interests.
Public Sector Agencies
The City has partnered with Public Sector Agencies in
land sharing agreements, project funding, regulatory
compliance, manpower, and shared resources. Some of
the Public Sector Agencies the City works closely with are
the State of Michigan, Ingham County, City of Lansing,
East Lansing Public Schools, Michigan State University,
Lansing Community College, Tri-County Oﬃce on Aging,
and Michigan Council for the Arts.
Regional Partners
Regional coopera on opportuni es include, but are not
limited to, training, transporta on, shared resources,
and promo on of programs and services. Some of the
City of East Lansing’s regional partners include Greater
Lansing Conven on and Visitors Bureau, Capital Area
Transporta on Authority, The American Red Cross,
Sparrow Hospital, the State News, and the Lansing State
Journal.
Local Clubs and Organiza ons
These partnerships benefit the community by suppor ng
private sector clubs and organiza ons that provide public
programs and services that enrich the community, at
City facili es. Soccer complex ameni es, the splash pad
playground structures, and ball field renova ons are
some of the many projects that were made possible
through the fund-raising eﬀorts of local clubs and
organiza ons.
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East Lansing’s local partners include but are not limited
to: the East Lansing Soccer Club, the East Lansing
Basketball Club, the East Lansing Baseball Club, the
E.L.H.S. Boosters Club, David Thomas Basketball Camp,
Rotary Club of East Lansing, Kiwanis Club of East Lansing,
Lions Club of East Lansing, Police Athle c League, Capital
Area Soccer League, M.S.U. Soccer Clubs, Mid Michigan
Men’s Soccer League, C.A. United Soccer Club, T.N.T.
Soccer Club, Michigan Baseball Players Associa on, East
Lansing Film Fes val, East Lansing Historical Society, Safe
Schools/Safe Communi es, Greater Lansing Arts Council,
Capital Region Community Founda on.
Professional Associa ons
Professional Associa ons provide networking
opportuni es, research and development informa on,
staﬀ development and recrui ng opportuni es. Some
professional associa on partners include Michigan
Recrea on & Parks Associa ons, Na onal Recrea on &
Parks Associa on, Na onal Assoc. of Educators of Young
Children, Michigan Society of Associa on Execu ves,
Mee ng Planners Interna onal, and the American Society
of Landscape Architects.
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Table 2.1
2005/2006 -2013/2014 Capital Accomplishments
Fund
Source
General Fund Capital Imrpovements Program
General Fund Capital Imrpovements Program

Year
2005/2006

Improvement
Valley Court Park Master Plan
Parks Master Plan
SUBTOTAL

Amount
11,250
23,880
35,130

2006/2007

Aqua c Center Picnic Area Concrete Pad
Northern Tier Trail Phase II to State Road
Northern Tail Dog Park Installa on
Soccer Park Phase IV-A - ligh ng & bleachers
Valley Court Park Cool Ci ies Statue & WiFi Plaza
Hannah Community Center LED Sign
SUBTOTAL

20,000
210,000
27,500
370,405
30,000
30,000
687,905

2007/2008

Aqua c Center Splash Pad
Aqua c Center Accessible Walkways
Soccer Park Phase IV-B - Team Buildings
Valley Court Park Cool Ci es Statue
Relocate BWL Building
Hannah CC Locker & Fitness Ctr Renova on
Hannah CC HVAC Improvements
Bailey Roof Replacement
SUBTOTAL

2008/2009

Valley Court Fire Alarm System
Hannah CC Entry Concrete Replacement
Bailey Interrior Door Replacement
Bailey Fire Alram System
Hannah Fitness Equipment
Parks Ameni es Assessment
SUBTOTAL

7,000
15,000
30,000
30,000
35,000
20,000
137,000

Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Parks & Rec Fund

2009/2010

White Park Phase I
White Park Land Acquis on
White Park Land Acquis on
Ehinger Park Improvements
Mt. Vernon/Moorland Park
SUBTOTAL

318,850
429,230
59,600
34,660
10,590
852,930

MDNR/NRTF/Dona on/General Fund
MDNR/NRTF/Dona on
MDNR/NRTF/Dona on
General Fund
General Fund/Fundraising

2010/2011

Hawk Nest Park
Ehinger Park Access for All
Valley Court Playground
Bailey CC Ligh ng Upgrades
Hannah CC Gym Ligh ng Upgrades
Hannah CC Pool Ligh ng Upgrades
Hannah CC Front Door Replacement
Bailey CC Carpet Replacement
Bailey CC Door Replacement
Bailey CC Camera System
SUBTOTAL

393,400
7,366
55,179
33,650
5,600
41,350
15,000
4,000
15,000
3,000
573,545

MDNR/MRTF/General Fund
General Fund and Park & Rec Fund
TIF/Playground Grant
EDCDBG
EDCDBG
EDCDBG/Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund

2011/2012

Bailey Roof Replacement
Hannah CC Fitness Equipment
Valley Court CC Furnace
Aqua c Center Concession Shade Structure
SUBTOTAL

98,490
4,536
3,100
16,109
103,026

General Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund

2012/2013

Henry Fine Park Improvements
Aqua c Center Diving Board & Stand
Hannah CC Costume Shop
Bailey
SUBTOTAL

123,780
4,936
2,463
24,566
155,745

Rec Passport Grand/General Fund/P&R Fund
Park & Rec Fund
Park & Rec Fund

2013/2014 Es mated
Aqua c Center Building Expansion
Bailey Tot Lot
Soccer Complex Pole Barn
Valley Court Parking Lot Resurfacing
SUBTOTAL

100,000
24,000
30,000
20,000
124,000

TOTAL

150,000
25,000
335,000
15,635
217,000
344,595
73,285
110,850
1,271,365

Park & Rec Fund
Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant (66%)
Fundraising and General Fund
Fundraising
Cool Ci es Grant
Seniors Program and Park & Rec Fund

Fundraising and Park & Rec Fund
Universal Accessibility Grant
Fundraising
General Fund
Brownfield Funds
Park & Rec Fund
General Fund
CDBG Funds & General Fund

3,816,646
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Map 2.2
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Regional Plans
There are a wide range of plans and planning eﬀorts
in East Lansing, the Tri-County Area, and the State of
Michigan that relate to parks and recrea on. Each has a
varying level of influence over park planning at the local
level. Some of those with the greatest correla on, and
how they influenced development of the 2015 Plan, are
outlined below.
City of East Lansing Climate Sustainability Plan
In April, 2011, the City of East Lansing adopted a Climate
Sustainability Plan (CSP) to iden fy and encourage
community-based ac ons to improve the environment.
The Plan iden fied programs and policies in five key
environmental areas:
1. Waste Management – five objec ves focusing on
recycling and waste reduc on
2. Energy Eﬃciency – seven objec ves focusing on
reducing energy use and promo ng use of green
prac ces
3. Renewable Energy – two objec ves aimed at
increasing the use of renewable energy
4. Transporta on – three objec ves encouraging use
of non-motorized transporta on and a reduc on of
GHG emissions
5. Water Management – three objec ves focusing on
reducing water use and minimizing storm water
runoﬀ
The 2015 Park, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways Plan
supports the policies of the CSP in a number of ways.
Goal 2-C and 6-A relate specifically to energy eﬃciency
and non-motorized transporta on, respec vely.
Addi onally, Goal 5, in its en rety, focuses on preserving
and enhancing open space and natural systems.

City of East Lansing Non-motorized Transporta on Plan
In May, 2011, the East Lansing City Council approved
the City of East Lansing Non-motorized Transporta on
Plan (NMT Plan). The NMT Plan iden fied near-term
opportuni es to improve the physical environment, guide
long-term development and make recommenda ons
on the policies and programs that promote and support
non-motorized transporta on in the City. The NMT Plan
provides five main resources:
1. Exis ng condi on assessment
2. Proposed long and near term improvement to
establish a non-motorized network
3. Proposed policies necessary to support a successful
pedestrian and bicycle network
4. Design guidelines
5. Educa on and marke ng informa on
Goal 6 of the Park Plan addresses principles of
connec vity, non-motorized transporta on and linkages
as they relate to natural corridors, and access to parks
and way-finding signage, Goal 6-d specifically men ons
the need to support implementa on of the NonMotorized Transporta on Plan.
Greening Mid-Michigan and Tri-County Regional Growth
Choices for our Future
In 2005, the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission
undertook a Regional Growth Study to build consensus
on the preferred vision for land use growth in the tricounty area over the ensuing 25 years. The resul ng
report, “Tri-County Regional Growth, Choices for our
Future” recommended that open space and resource
protec on be promoted through region-wide planning
eﬀorts based on four main principles:
1.
Equitable and fiscally responsible protec on of
farmland and other natural resources, with a focus
on long-term sustainability
2.
Development of pathways, sidewalks, trails, and onstreet bicycle facili es
3.
Emphasize linkages in parks and recrea on
development
4.
Protec on of the region’s significant building and
living heritage, historic sites, cultural facili es and
neighborhoods.
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The Greening Mid-Michigan Project was begun in 2008
and took the first steps toward implemen ng the TriCounty Regional Growth Plan through comprehensive
data collec on and extensive outreach. The Project has
been implemented in three phases:
1. Iden fy and rank Poten al Conserva on Areas:
places on the landscape that are dominated by
na ve vegeta on and have poten al for harboring
high quality natural areas that provide cri cal
ecological services (maintain water quality, develop
and stabilize soil, pollinate cropland, wildlife travel
corridor, sources for gene c diversity, etc.)
2. Perform a detailed analysis of flora and fauna, high
quality natural communi es, water resources, and
land coverage
3. Public outreach and compila on of a Greening MidMichigan map resource
The 2015 Park, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways
Plan uses resources from this planning eﬀort including
the Poten al Conserva on Areas map. In addi on, Goals
3, 5, 6, and 10, all support the principles outlined in
the Greening Mid-Michigan Project and the Tri-County
Regional Growth Study.
Wetlands map
The Na onal Wetland Inventory Map is a resource that
can be used to get a general idea of the loca on, size
and type of wetlands that may be present in a given
area, based on soil types, hydrology and topography.
A Wetland Map viewer for Michigan can be found on
the MDEQ website at: h p://www.mcgi.state.mi.us/
wetlands/mapBasic.aspx.
Heart of Michigan Trails
The City of East Lansing par cipates in the Heart
of Michigan Trails Commi ee, which focuses on
coordina ng trail planning and connec on in the TriCounty area.
Future plans for trails expansion include connec ons to
exis ng and proposed trails in Meridian Township, Bath
and Lansing.
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Rela onships with School District and Other Agencies and
Organiza ons
There are five (5) school districts that serve the residents
of the City of East Lansing: East Lansing Public Schools,
Bath Community Schools, Lansing Public School District,
Hasle Public Schools and Okemos Public Schools. (See
Map 2.3 School Districts) The majority of the schoolage residents of the City of East Lansing will a end the
East Lansing School District, and only a small por on of
residents a end the other districts.
The City of East Lansing and East Lansing Public Schools
have long been partners in providing parks and recrea on
facili es, programs and services to the residents of East
Lansing. From the early SCAP program, to the conversion
of old schools into Community Centers, the East
Lansing City Council and East Lansing School Board have
demonstrated an ability to come together to provide for
parks and recrea on programs and services in the most
eﬃcient and eﬀec ve manner possible.
Currently, the City of East Lansing and the East Lansing
School District operate under a Joint Recrea on Use
Agreement which was originally signed in June, 1992, and
amended in more recent years. The Agreement provides
for joint use of City and School facili es, specifically
tennis courts. Subsequent amendments provide for
School District use of athle c facili es and for City use of
School buildings for Childcare programs. (See Appendix 3
for agreements)
East Lansing City Council and the East Lansing School
Board meet jointly on the fi h Tuesday of any given
month and many staﬀ communicate weekly as needed.

Administra ve Structure
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Inventory
Park and Recrea on System
Inventory and Assessment by Park
Tennis Court Inventory and Assessment
Community Center Inventory
Orchard Street Pumphouse
Public School Facili es
Park and Recrea on System
The City of East Lansing has 33 parks and three
Community Centers, in 29 sites. They comprise a nearly
490 acre public park and recrea on system. In addi on
to City owned proper es, there are eight East Lansing
Public School facili es in the community, seven of which
are within the East Lansing City Limits. Map 3.1, Parks,
Facili es, and Schools Map, iden fies the parks and
public school facili es in the City of East Lansing and their
loca ons.
Many of the parks in the East Lansing park system contain
important natural features, worthy of preserva on and
management. Map 3.2 provides a general Wetland
Inventory for the City of East Lansing and Map 3.3 depicts
Poten al Conserva on Areas which are places in the
landscape that are dominated by na ve vegeta on and
have poten al for harboring high quality natural areas
that provide cri cal ecological services. White Park,
Harrison Meadows Park, and Abbot Road Park, all contain
areas of wetlands, with a poten al conserva on score
(PCS) of 1-6.
The Northern Tier Trail system provides 4.7 miles of
recrea on trails in the City of East Lansing, and there are
an addi onal 13.2 miles of exis ng bike lanes along East
Lansing streets (See Figure 3.1). The 2011 Non Motorized
Transporta on Plan oﬀered recommenda ons to expand
this system further, providing addi onal connec vity
between des na ons around the City. (See Figure 3.2)
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Inventory and Assessment by Park
The matrix found in Figure 3.3 provides an inventory of
the ameni es in each park and Appendix 4 provides a
detailed assessment of each park, which includes the
following informa on:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Name, address and size
Park type: Parks are classified as mini-parks,
neighborhood parks, community parks, linear
parks, or urban plazas. (See Appendix 4 for a full
descrip on.)
Air photograph of site
Inventory of ameni es at the park
Assessment of condi on of site and ameni es
Needs and Opportuni es for the park
Grant History (if applicable)
ADA Self Assessment Rank (See Appendix 4 for a
full assessment)

This informa on is based on an inventory of City owned
facili es conducted in 2006 by Becke and Raedar, Plan
Consultants, a comprehensive Site Ameni es Assessment
that was completed in 2009, and site visits conducted in
2013 and 2014.
Tennis Court Inventory and Assessment
In March, 2014, an inventory was compiled of all City of
East Lansing owned or maintained tennis courts and an
assessment was performed on each court. Due to the
condi on of many of the City owned and maintained
courts, and to the number of courts available throughout
the community, the Assessment recommends removal
of 10 courts. The full Assessment is found in Appendix
5 and the results are incorporated into both the park
inventories and the 2015-2019 Ac on Program.
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Figure 3.1
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Figure 3.2
POTENTIAL BICYCLE ROUTES
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East Lansing Community Parks and Recrea on Facili es

Legend:
CP .............Community Park
GW............Greenway
LP ..............Linear Park
MP ............Mini Park or Play Lot
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Community Center Inventory
Bailey Community Center
East Lansing Hannah Community Center
Valley Court Community Center
The City of East Lansing owns and operates three
Community Centers and one Community Use Space.
Figure 3.6 summarizes the available ameni es and a
further descrip on is provided below.
Bailey Community Center
The Bailey Community Center is located on the southern
edge of the Bailey Neighborhood, just north of Grand
River Avenue. It is surrounded by single family homes,
a large por on of which is student rental housing. The
mul -story community building was constructed in 1922
as an East Lansing Public School and was accepted by the
City of East Lansing as a City facility in the 1980’s. The
City has renovated it over me to accommodate a strong
and popular childcare program and an assortment of
recrea onal program oﬀerings.
Bailey Community Center is 30,000 square foot in size,
which is distributed over four diﬀerent levels: the lower
level houses a ceramics studio and oﬃces; the ground
level includes a gymnasium and childcare wing; the
second floor provides dance studios and program space;
and the third floor holds room for a pre-K childcare
mee ng rooms and addi onal recrea on program space.
Storage spaces are disbursed throughout the Center and
there are restrooms on all levels.
The Bailey Community Center is considered ADA
accessible, but the mul ple levels create circula on and
access challenges, making it confusing for new users
to navigate. The hea ng system is a closed loop steam
and boiler system and summer cooling is accomplished
using window air-condi oners. Recent improvements
include replacement of all exterior and most interior
doors, complete roof replacement, and replacement of
much of the carpe ng. The age of the structure provides
ongoing maintenance and upkeep challenges, resul ng
in regular discussions regarding the long-term viability of
the facility.

East Lansing Hannah Community Center
The East Lansing Hannah Community Center is located
on Abbot Road, in the popular and well established
Glencairn neighborhood. The facility was constructed in
1926 as an East Lansing Public School and served as the
High School from 1926 to 1957. In 1957, the building
was converted into the East Lansing Middle School and
func oned as such un l 1997. In 1998 the City of East
Lansing purchased the 110,00 square foot building and
renovated it into a community center in 2000, using funds
from a $7 million bond issue, a CDBG grant and a MDNR
Recrea on Bond Fund grant.
The first and second floors of the Hannah Community
Center have been fully renovated and provide a mul use, mul -genera on resource to the Community. The
majority of the Center’s recrea on ameni es are located
on the first floor. These include: a fitness center with
cardio theater, free weights, cardio equipment and
personal training services; a 4 lane, 25 yard swim pool
with water slides; a banquet hall and commercial grade
kitchen; two gymnasiums, one with a raised stage; a
dance studio with a sprung wood floor and mirrored wall;
and a 490 seat, two story theater. The first floor is also
home to the East Lansing Prime Time senior’s program.
The second floor of the Hannah Community Center is
dedicated primarily to Department oﬃces and public
mee ng/classroom spaces that are available on a rental
reserva on basis. The East Lansing Art Commission Public
Art Gallery is located on the second floor as well, oﬀering
Center visitors art displays that rotate monthly.
Since its opening in 2001, the East Lansing Hannah
Community Center has become a major focus of
community ac vi es, welcoming approximately 120,000
visitors annually, it is the financial and registra on center
of the Parks and Recrea on Department and nearly $3
million dollars of financial transac ons are conducted
annually at the Center’s front desk. This level of use
for nearly 15 years makes it necessary to consider
substan al reinvestment in the interior and the building
infrastructure in the very near future.
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Valley Court Community Center
Valley Court Community Center is a one-story building
on the north side of Valley Court Park. It was the first
Department of Public Works building and was renovated
into a Community Center approximately 30 years ago.

Orchard Street Pumphouse
The Orchard Street Pumphouse is an a rac ve one
room, white clapboard building, located in the Bailey
Neighborhood. It was constructed in 1934 to resemble
a Neocolonial home and houses Well #18 for the City of
East Lansing.

There is a large, central ac vity room with moveable
sea ng, a fireplace, and an expandable por on for more
space use op ons. Oﬃces line the south side of the
building and an arts and cra s room, a lounge, and a
medical room are in the southwest corner. The facility
also contains a kitchen and laundry, and mee ng and
storage rooms. It is a total of 6,500 square feet and is
heated and cooled through a forced-air central hea ng
system of furnaces and a roo op chiller.

The Pumphouse is not a Community Center, but it does
func on as a small, neighborhood use space. It’s use is
monitored by the Pumphouse Board, a volunteer group
of neighborhood residents who program and oversee the
daily func ons of the building.

Parking for Valley Court Community Center is found
along the south side of the entrance drive, and in a small
parking lot in Valley Court Park.
Valley Court Community Center is the loca on of Helping
Hands Respite Care, formally known as LAP Respite
Center, with whom the City has contracted with to
oversee and administrate the City’s adult day services
program for func onally impaired adults. The complete
agreement is found in Appendix 5. When this agreement
expires in 2017, it will be necessary to evaluate the long-

In 2012, the City of East Lansing and the Pumphouse
Board entered into a formal agreement regarding the use
and maintenance of the Orchard Street Pumphouse. The
full agreement is found in Appendix 6.
The interior of the Pumphouse is 1,040 square feet and is
fully carpeted. It is heated by a forced-air furnace. There
is no cooling system or restroom in the Pumphouse.
Parking for the Pumphouse is limited but this is not
generally an issue as most users are from the surrounding
neighborhood. The City receives no revenue from the
use of the Pumphouse.

Figure 3.4
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term viability of the building.

Public School Facili es
William Donley
Marble Elementary
Pinecrest Elementary
Red Cedar Elementary
Glencairn Elementary
Whitehills Elementary
McDonald Middle School
East Lansing High School

Public School Facili es
In addi on to the public community centers, the
East Lansing Public School facili es oﬀer East Lansing
residents an assortment of indoor and outdoor recrea on
ameni es. Figure 3.4 details those available resources.

Figure 3.5
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Planning and Public Input Process
Comparison to Accepted Standards
Level of Service Analysis via Public Input
Demographics and Popula on Trends Analysis
While Chapter 3 provided an inventory and assessment of
available parks, recrea on and open space facili es in the
City of East Lansing, Chapter 4 looks to assess community
need for parks and recrea on facili es against facility
availability.
There is a wide variety of methods for assessing
community need for recrea on services. The 2015 Park,
Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways Plan uses the
following three methods to iden fy the needs of the East
Lansing community:
• Comparison to accepted standards
• Level of service analysis via public input
• Demographic and popula on trend analysis
Comparison to Accepted Standards
A variety of standards are used throughout the country
to assess community need for recrea on services. The
most commonly used are the 1996 Parks, Open Space
and Greenways Guidelines (Guidelines) developed by the
Na onal Park and Recrea on Associa on (NRPA).
The NRPA Guidelines present park and recrea on space
standards that are applicable na onwide for planning,
acquisi on, and development of park, recrea on and
open space lands, at the community level. By comparing
the City of East Lansing’s available resources against
the defined standards, minimum acceptable park and
recrea on facili es are iden fied and a program for
achieving an equal distribu on of parks and open space
throughout the community can be defined. It is important
to note however, that these standards should be viewed
as a guide, to iden fy minimum, not maximum, goals
to be achieved and that they need to be interpreted
according to the par cular situa on to which they are
applied and to the specific local needs.
The 2015 City of East Lansing Park, Recrea on, Open
Space and Greenways Plan evaluates community
need using park service area standards and units per
popula on standards (both by acres of park type and by
number of facili es).
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Park Service Areas Analysis
The NRPA Guidelines classify parks, open space and
greenways in accordance with their size and the role they
play in the park system. They further iden fy associated
service areas for each park type that indicate a minimum
standard for geographic distribu on and availability of
each park type in the community. Classifying the parks
in the East Lansing system and applying the associated
standards ensures that the en re community is served by
a wide range of parkland and recrea onal facili es.
Figure 4.1 provides the classifica ons used in the 2015
Park, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways Plan,
and Map 4.1 depicts the service area for each park in
the East Lansing Park System. Note that due to the size
of the service areas of certain park types, only Mini,
Neighborhood and Community Parks are reflected in the
Service Area Map.
Results
Evalua on of the geographic distribu on of parks and
recrea on facili es throughout the East Lansing Park
System establishes the following:
Strengths
• Most residents of older, denser neighborhoods have
access to a mini park
• All residents of EL have access to some type of park
• There are large masses of natural resource area parks
North of Saginaw
Weakness
• Mini parks are focused in the center of the city
• There are no neighborhood or mini parks, in the area
North of Saginaw and East of Abbot
• There are no mini parks in the Northern third of the
City
• There are no mini parks East of Hagadorn or South of
Grand River
Needs
• More mini parks are needed in high density
neighborhoods North of Saginaw
• A neighborhood and mini park(s) are needed North
of Saginaw and East of Abbot
• A neighborhood and mini park(s) are needeed East of
Hagadorn and South of Grand River

Planning and Public Input Process
CHAPTER FOUR
Figure 4.1

Park Classifica on
Component
Greenway

Mini-Park

Neighborhood
Park

Community
Park

Special Use Park

Sports Complex

Natural
Resource Area
Parks

Use
Area developed for one or more
varying modes of recrea onal travel,
such as walking, biking or crosscountry sking.
Specialized facili es that serve a
concentrated or limited popula on
specific group such as tots or senior
ci zens.
Area for intense recrea onal ac vi es
such as field games, court games,
cra s, playground apparatus area,
ska ng, picnicking, wading pools, etc.
Area of diverse environmental quality.
May include areas suited for intense
recrea onal facili es (such as athle c
complexes). Areas of natural quality or
outdoor recrea on, (such as walking
neighborhoods viewing, si ng,
picnicking), or any combina on of
the above, depending upon site
suitability andcommunity need.

Service
Area

Desirable
Size

Acres/1,000
Popula on

No
applicable
standard

Suﬃcient
width for
safe use

Variable

<1/4 mile

1 acre or

0.25-0.5 A

3-10 acres

1.0-2.0 A

10-50 acres

5.0-8.0 A

1/4-1/2 mile
to serve
5,000
people

1.0-2.0 miles
several

Areas for specialized or single purpose
recrea onal ac vi es, such as aqua c
centers, zoos, golf courses.

No
applicable
standard

Variable

Variable

Areas for specialized or a single
intense recrea onal programming,
such as so ball, baseball, soccer,
lacrosse.

No
applicable
standard

Variable

Variable

No
applicable
standard

Suﬃcient to
protect the
resource

5.0-10.0 A

Area of natural quality for nature
oriented outdoor recrea on such as
viewing nature, wildlife habitat,
picnicking or fishing. General 80% of
the land is reserved for natural
resources and 20% used for recrea on.
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Units per Popula on Analysis
In addi on to iden fying service areas for parks and
recrea on facili es, the NRPA Guidelines define
popula on service standards that recommend minimum
numbers of parks and recrea on units per popula on
served by a community. These standards represent the
minimum amount of ground space or number of facili es
needed to meet the recrea onal demands of the ci zens
of a community. It is important to note that in any
community, demand may be greater than the Na onal
Standard.
General popula on service standards recommend
10 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. Figure 4.2
evaluates the East Lansing Park System against this
service standard, and against the popula on service
standards for each park classifica on as well.
The NRPA Guidelines also define units per popula on
standards for specific recrea onal ac vi es. Figure
4.3 evaluates the East Lansing Park System facili es in
rela on to popula on service standards.

Results
An evalua on of the East Lansing Park System, as it
compares to the City’s, establishes the following:
Strengths
• The City of East Lansing slightly exceeds the general
service standard of 10 acres of parks per 1,000
popula on
• Of the eight recrea on facili es evaluated, the City
exceeds or meets the standard for five: soccer fields,
basketball court, tennis courts, trails and swimming
pools
Weakness
• There is a lack of mini parks
• There is a deficit of so ball and baseball fields, and
volleyball courts in the City of East Lansing
• There is an apparent lack of community parks but
several neighborhood parks serve as community
parks and there is extensive open community space
on Michigan State University’s campus
Needs
• Pursue mini park development in deficient areas or
iden fy areas within the parks that can serve the
same purpose
• Focus a en on on improvements to exis ng so ball
and baseball fields, volleyball courts or develop new
ones
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Figure 4.2

Popula on Service Standards by Park Type

Exis ng
Acreage

Park Type
Mini Park
Neighborhood Park
Community Parks
Total Park Areas

NRPA
Standard per
1,000
Residents2

Exis ng Acres
Per 1,000
Residents1

Surplus
(Deficit)

6.34

0.13

0.25

(0.12)

109.38

2.25

1

1.25

96.48

1.99

5

(3.01)

489.63

10.08

10

0.08

1

City of East Lansing popula on is 48,579
When a range is given, the minimum standard is used

2

Figure 4.3

Popula on Service Standard by Recrea on Ac vity
Exis ng
Quan ty1

Need per
Standard

Surplus
(Deficit)

Ac vity/Facility

NRPA Standard

So ball Field

1 per 5,000

8

10

(2)

Baseball Field

1 per 5,000

7

10

(3)

Soccer Field

1 per 10,000

22

5

17

Volleyball Court

1 per 5,000

1

10

(9)

Basketball Court2

1 per 5,000

15

10

5

Tennis Court3

1 per 2,000

42

24

18

Trails

1 system per region

1

1

0

Swimming Pools4

1 per 20,000

3

3

(0)

1

Includes City of East Lansing and East Lansing Public School Facili es
2
Exterior Courts
3
Includes 20 outdoor courts on MSU’s campus, at Shaw Lane
4
Indoor and outdoor pools
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Level of Service Analysis via Public Input
Community need for park and recrea on facili es can
also be determined by analysis of user percep on of
level of service. To evaluate this, the City of East Lansing
engaged in an extensive public input process between
2011 and 2013.
Community On-line Survey
In August, 2011, the City of East Lansing contracted
with EPIC-MRA to develop an on-line survey tool to
measure the a tudes of its residents regarding current
use and future needs of the City’s parks, recrea on and
arts programs, services and facili es. The survey was
conducted over a 20-day period using an on-line survey
tool (SurveyMonkey).
Poten al survey par cipants were solicited using a
variety of methods including: direct email invita on, flyer
distribu on and pos ng at City facili es, publica on in
the Department e-Newsle er, and standard press release
no fica on. 397 people self-selected to fully complete
the survey. Respondents were 62% female and 26% male.
This split is very similar to the 2006 survey results of 66%
female.

The distribu on of respondents is skewed toward older
age ranges, as compared with the distribu on of the East
Lansing popula on reported in the 2010 U.S. Census.
One major reason for the diﬀerence is the percentage
of respondents who are permanent residents, since
they are the ones most likely to invest themselves more
fully in local park programming and facility use. This age
distribu on is not dissimilar to the 2006 findings.
The yearly income of respondents is also skewed toward
higher income levels, as compared with the distribu on
of income reported in the 2010 census. Fi y-four percent
of survey respondents indicated that they had a yearly
income of between $75,000 and $150,000, where census
data indicates only 16% of households fall into this
category. See Figure 4.4 through 4.6 for more detailed
results. Appendix 7 contains the survey and full results.

Ninety percent of responders were East Lansing residents
with nearly half of those living in the northwest quadrant
of the City. Thirty one percent of responders indicated
that they had lived in the City for 3-10 years, which is
very similar to the 2006 results of 28%. Nearly half of the
responders are 30-50 years old and have children under
the age of 18 at home. Therefore it is not surprising
that over one-third of respondents indicated that being
too busy with work, school or family was the primary
barrier to their par cipa on in parks and recrea on
programs, services and facili es. Respondents in the 2006
survey also gave lack of me as the primary barrier to
par cipa on.
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Figure 4.4

Demographics of Survey Par cipants
Years in East Lansing

Gender
2011
26
62
12

Male
Female
Undecided

2006
34
66
0

Income
Under $25,000
$25,000-50,000
$50,000-75,000
$75,000-100,000
$100,000-$125,000
Over $150,000
Undecided

2011
3
9
14
15
26
13
20

2006
10
10
26
25
18
8
14

Region of Residence
Northwest
Northeast
Mideast
South
Do not reside in EL
Undecided

49
15
13
3
10
10

2011

52

1
3
10
15
25
12
15
10
9

14
8
8
8

2011
6
12
19
11
7
26
10
9

2006
6
15
13
17
49

School District
East Lansing
Hasle
Okemos
Lansing
Other

86
1
3
5
5

Children under 18 at home
Yes
No
Undecided

Age
Under 18
18-24
25-29
30-35
36-40
41-49
50-55
56-64
65 and over
Undecided

Census
52

2 years or less
3-5 years
6-10 years
11-15 years
16-20 years
Over 20 years
Do not live in EL
Undecided

Census
7.5
62.2
10.1
6.5
7.2
6.4
0.1

2011
51
40
9

2006
32
68
0
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Figure 4.5

Pa erns of Park Use
More Paved and Non-Paved Trails Needed

Most Frequently Used Parks
Northern Tier Trail
Hannah Community Center
Patriarche Park
Aqua c Center
MSU
Soccer Complex

2011
20
18
15
7

2006
18
20
29
14
19

5

Households with 1+ Members Par cipa ng
2011
91

2006
49

Top Ac vi es You Par cipate In
Swimming/Classes
Exercise/Fitness
Fes vals/Art Fair/Music
Soccer
Youth Sports (soccer, so ball, etc)
Aqua c Center
Zumba
Hannah Center

2011
20
9
7
7

2006
19
30
62
20

5
4
4

Par cipa on/Use
Par cipates or Visits:
Ac vity
One Person in Household
35
More Than One Person in Household 32
All Members of Household
23

Park
13
31
47

Availability of Programs
Ac vi es Not Available in the City
Ac vi es Available in the City
Unsure

20
32
43

Types Programs/Facili es Needed
Youth Sports
Flag Football
Trail/Road/BMX Biking
Swimming Pools
Nature Ac vi es (adult and youth)
Baseball and Soccer
Basketball Courts
Cross Country Skiing
Dance Classes

10
6
6
5
5
5
4
4
4

More Trails Needed
Enough Trails Available
Too Many Trails Available
Unsure

38
45
1
16

Number of Parks
More Parks Needed
There Are Enough Parks Available
Too Many Parks Are Available
Unsure

12
77
4
7

Number of Indoor Facili es
More Indoor Facili es Are Needed
Enough Indoor Facili es Are Available
Too Many Indoor Facili es Available
Unsure

21
56
2
21

What Type Is Needed
Pools
Weights-Workout Facility
Walking/Walking Track
Gym
Basketball Court
Indoor Playground
Community Center
General Sports
Indoor Soccer

20
14
13
12
9
7
6
5
3

Barriers to Park Use
Too Busy With Work or School
Too Busy With/Caring for Family
Times Are Inconvenient
Non of the Above
Fees or Other Charges are Too High
Not Interested
Cannot Find Others to Par cipate
Do Not Have Energy/Mo va on

21
17
17
16
9
5
5
4

Loca on is Inconvenient/Uncomfortable

2

Programs are Full
Physical Impairment
No Transporta on
Undecided

2
1
1
-
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Sa sfac on Levels
Job Ra ng of City
Excellent
Good
Fair
Poor
Unsure

Biggest Problem

40
51
2
1
6

Development in Downtown
School Funding
Declining Revenue
Maintain City Services
Balanced Budget
Quality Schools
High Taxes
Maintaining Parks & Recrea on
Walkable/Bikeable
Other
Unsure

City Direc on
In Right Direc on
Oﬀ Track
Unsure

66
10
24

17
13
11
10
7
7
6
2
2
19
6

Ra ng of Parks and Recrea on Programs and Facili es
Developing Facili es
Maintaining Facili es
Improve/Expand Facili es
Oﬀer Quality Programs
Change Programs to Meet Needs
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Excellent
37
37
22
37
21

Good
50
55
48
47
42

Fair
8
5
17
10
15

Poor
1
1
2
2
4

Undecided
4
2
11
4
18
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Community Forums
Two community forums were held on March 7, and
March 23, 2011. Par cipants were invited from:
• East Lansing Boards and Commission
• East Lansing Public Schools
• East Lansing Public Library
• Michigan State University
• Neighborhood Councils
• City Departments
• Recrea on and specialty organiza ons
• Regional agencies
• Various fes val boards
• Recrea on and arts programs and service users
• Various parks and recrea on volunteers
No ce of the forums was published in the two local
newspapers, the Lansing State Journal and Towne Courier,
and was promoted on the City’s public access channel
and through the tradi onal press releases.
The forums were facilitated by Robert Ford, RLA,
President of Landscape Architects and Planners, a local
consul ng firm. The format included introduc ons and
a summary of past accomplishments, brainstorming
sessions to iden fy ideas to maintain or improve exis ng
programs or facili es, and a series of priori za on
exercises. 22 people a ended the first input session
and 21 people a ended the second input session. The
first session was primarily comprised of staﬀ members
within the Departments of Parks and Recrea on, and
Public Works while the second session was comprised
of stakeholders or special interest groups within the
community. This allowed for two unique perspec ves due
to the groups knowledge base and interests. A summary
of results is found in Figure 4.7 and Community Forum
agendas can be found in Appendix 8.

2012 Public Hearings and Public Mee ngs
On January 18, 2012, the Parks and Recrea on Advisory
Commission held a public hearing on the 2012 Five Year
Plan and on January 11, 2012 the East Lansing Planning
Commission reviewed the plan during their Regular
Mee ng. East Lansing City Council also reviewed the
2012 Plan during their February 21, 2012 City Council
mee ng. All of these mee ngs presented the opportunity
for the public to review and comment on the Plan and
recommenda ons. Agendas and minutes from the Public
Hearings and Public Mee ngs can be found in Appendix
8.
2013 Administra ve Input Sessions
Input was sought and received from the East Lansing
Park & Recrea on Advisory Commission, Department
Leadership Staﬀ, Program Leaders and the administra on
to update the Five Year Plan between the months of
January – March of 2013. A series of workshops were
held which asked par cipants to reflect on “core values”
rela ve to parks and recrea on along with their views
rela ng to recent changes in parks and recrea on as well
as current trends within the field. These opinions helped
the administra on and facilitator provide the basis for
revising the goals and objec ves of the previous plan.
Appendix 8 contains agendas from the Input sessions, as
well as a summary of their results.
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Rank Order
Idea to improve/maintain exis ng facili es, programs and services

Total

3/7/2011

3/23/2011

Extend the Northern Tier Trail (S to the Red Cedar, N to Bath Twp.)
Develop a system of drawing on volunteers to assist in the Parks
Con nually improve and upgrade parks
Maintain exis ng park maintenance and opera ons
Fund park maintenance - establish a revenue stream
Install a playground structure at the so ball complex
Develop a year-round fieldhouse/mul -sport indoor complex
Develop the 3rd floor of the Hannah Community Center
Collabora ve programming with the Library
Promote complete streets, non-motorized system
Renovate Valley Court Community Center/upgrades to benefit ALFA
Con nue to maintain and expand the ALFA Program
Reinstate the teen a er school program
Construct a seasonal ice rink in Valley Court Park
Upgrade Patriarche Park ball fields with dugouts
More natural areas
Install a crosswalk with light at Coleman Road/Northern Tier Trail
Expand range of classes at Hannah (similar to MSU evening classes)
Addi onal shading at the Aqua c Center
Fix tennis courts at Henry Fine Park
Integrate DPW/Parks for park rental and maintenance
Barrier free play equipment
Construct an outdoor climbing wall
Improve Bailey Community Center
Redesign Patriarche Park

19
19
18
18
17
17
16
13
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
10
9
9
8
7
0
0
0
0
0

19
6
18
0
17
9
8
12
0
12
9
0
0
4
7
0
0
0
8
0
6
0
4
3
2

0
13
0
18
0
8
8
1
12
0
2
11
11
7
4
10
9
9
0
7
0
5
0
0
0

Top-5 for Staﬀ
Extend the Northern Tier Trail (S to the Red Cedar, N to Bath Twp.)
Con nually improve and upgrade parks
Fund park maintenance - establish revenue stream
Develop the 3rd floor at the Hannah Community Center
Promote complete streets, non-motorized system
Top-5 for Stakeholders
Maintain exis ng park maintenance and opera ons
Develop a system of drawing on volunteers to assist in the Parks
Collabora ve programming with the Library
Con nue to maintain and expand the ALFA program
Reinstate the teen a er school program
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Demographics and popula on trends analysis
Extensive research exists regarding parks and recrea onal
use pa erns throughout the United States. Inferences
can be made about East Lansing parks and recrea on
program and service needs by cross referencing the
research data with East Lansing demographics and
popula on sta s cs.
Na onally, 50% of people par cipate in outdoor
recrea on1 , which in East Lansing would equate to
24,290 people. Of those who par cipate in outdoor
recrea on na onally, 55% are males and 70% are
Caucasian. Since East Lansing’s popula on is popular
in these categories (48.5% male and 78.4% Caucasian)
outdoor recrea on par cipa on numbers in East Lansing
is likely to mirror na onal findings.
Thirty-three percent (33%) of outdoor recrea on
par cipants are aged 25-44. In East Lansing, only
approximately 15% of residents are in this age range,
therefore, using this measure alone, persons in this
age range who par cipate in outdoor recrea on in East
Lansing would likely be lower. However, Na onally 41%
of outdoor recrea on par cipants have some college
educa on. This is significant to East Lansing in that nearly
90% of the adult popula on in East Lansing has some
college educa on.
Na onally, the most popular outdoor ac vi es by
par cipa on rate are running/jogging, water ac vi es
and biking (on or oﬀ road). If favorite outdoor ac vi es
are evaluated by frequency of par cipa on, water
ac vi es drops to fourth place and is replaced by birdwatching/wildlife viewing. Of those who par cipate in
outdoor recrea on, 53% indicate they walk for fitness.

Assuming that all these use pa erns can be transferred
to East Lansing, the following ac vi es would capitalize
on trends as they relate to outdoor recrea on and
popula on in East Lansing:
• Upgrade and maintain the Northern Tier Trail
• Improve the nature trails in White Park, Abbot Road
Park, Henry Fine Park
• Manage East Lansing natural areas to improve wildlife
habitat
• Implement trail signage programs to support fitness
walking (i.e. install mile markers on trails, develop
trail maps that include trail lengths, oﬀer walking
groups, inc.)
• Iden fy trails for BMX or oﬀ-road biking
Gender also plays a significant role in recrea on,
par cularly as it relates to team sports. Na onally, the
percentage of women who par cipate in team sports
drops significantly between the ages of 15 and 25 (from
55% to 20% par cipa on). For men the drop is less
dras c during the same age range, from 65% to 40%.
As women’s par cipa on in team sports drops, their
par cipa on in indoor fitness ac vi es increases. By
the age of 25, sixty percent of women who engage in
recrea on par cipate in indoor fitness ac vi es. From
that point forward, women are engaged in indoor fitness
ac vi es more than outdoor recrea on for the rest of
their lives.
The following ac vi es would capitalize on trends as they
relate to gender and recrea on in East Lansing:
• Expand indoor fitness opportuni es, including classes,
programs and facili es
As might be expected, age also plays a key role in
recrea on. Two age groups of par cular significance in
East Lansing are young adults between the ages of 20-34,
and baby boomers (adults over 65 years old).

1

2013 Outdoor Participation Report, Outdoor Foundation, www.outdoorfoundation.org.
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The largest popula on category in East Lansing is young
adults, aged 20-34, with slightly more than 50% of
residents being in this age category. Na onally young
adults are most likely to try a new outdoor ac vity. The
top three outdoor recrea on ac vi es that have seen
the biggest par cipa on increases in the last five years
are adventure racing (211% increase), non-tradi onal
triathlons (199%) and tradi onal triathlons (174%).
Na onally, the use of technology while engaging in
outdoor recrea on is also markedly higher is this age
group that in others. Na onally, over 40% of outdoor
recrea on par cipants between the ages of 18 and 24
use an iPod/music player and/or smart phone to engage
in outdoor recrea on. For people between the ages of 25
and 44, this number is slightly lower, about 35%.
The top three factors that mo vate young adults to
par cipate in outdoor ac vi es are to get exercise (74%),
to keep physically fit (59%) and to experience excitement/
adventure. Conversely, the top three factors that hamper
young adults from par cipa ng in outdoor recrea on are
lack of me (40%), lack of interest in available ac vi es
(29%) and not having anyone to par cipate with (27%).

The second age category of importance to consider in
local demographic trends is the increase in the number of
people over the age of 65, or baby boomers2. The City of
East Lansing has 3094 residents over age 65. Na onally,
from 2000 to 2030, it is predicted that people over the
age of 65 are expected to increase by 61% and people
over the age of 80 are expected to increase by 47.6%.
This could poten ally result in over 1,500 addi onal
seniors residing in East Lansing over the next 15 years.
The recrea onal trends for baby boomers are
considerably diﬀerent than they were 20 years ago for
this same age group. Baby boomers started the fitness
craze and they are not going to go into aging the way
other genera ons have3. They will be healthier, more
ac ve, and understand the importance of fitness. The
challenge with this age group will not be to convince
them that fitness is important but to be flexible enough
to provide programs and services that address their
specific health concerns and personal interests.

The following ac vi es would capitalize on trends as they
relate to people in East Lansing between the ages of 18
and 34:
• Develop programs or facili es that support adventure
recrea on, including those listed above
• Include wifi hot spots, downloadable trail maps,
phone-friendly website design, and other technology
focused ac vi es as an integral component to park
sand recrea on programs and facili es
• Provide flexible programming oﬀerings and
individualized training opportuni es to allow
personaliza on of fitness regimes
• Oﬃer young adult focused classes

2

The US Census Bureau defines Baby Boomers as the generation born between 1946 and 1964. In 2006, the
oldest Baby Boomers turned 60.
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A recent lifestyle interest survey conducted by Del Webb
Communi es4 shows that ac ve recrea on leads the
lifestyle desires for those over-age 555. Some per nent
findings from this survey include:
• 55.2% survey respondents listed swimming and 49.2%
listed golf as extremely important sports and athle c
pursuits to them
• Top health and fitness pursuits included walking and
cardiovascular equipment workouts which 82% and
78.8% of respondents considered extremely important
to them, respec vely
• Biking and balance training (yoga, tai chi, pilates) were
the health and fitness pursuits that saw the greatest
increase in popularity from previous surveys, 56.7%
and 51.3% respec vely. Hiking/climbing/rappelling
and river ra ing were the sports and outdoor
recrea on pursuits that saw the greatest increase:
18% and 17.8% respec vely
• Passive recrea on and golf con nued to be in demand
with 21% of respondents playing golf one to two
mes per week, and 28.4% and 27.2% ranking
ceramics/po ery/clayworks and pain ng/drawing as
extremely important to them
• 44.4% and 33.5% of respondents considered computer
technology and photography to be the two most
important media and technology pursuits to them

In addi on to many of the ac vi es listed above, the
following ac vi es would capitalize on trends that relate
to East Lansing residents above the age of 65:
• Develop recrea on facili es geared toward ac ve
baby boomers such as pickleball courts, bocce courts,
and fitness trails
• Develop facili es to support improved balance and
muscle strength such as a reflexology path and
self-guided Tai Chi garden

3

A Booming Market: Recreation and Fitness for Baby Boomers, Recreation Management, http://www.recmanagement.com/200802fe03.php
4
Del Webb is a nation-wide developer of retirement communities for those 55 and older. Founded in 1960,
there are currently 50 Del Webb communities in 20 cities. http://www.delwebb.com/
5
Active Recreation Tops Lifestyle Desires for Over-55Crowd and Baby Boomers:Adventure activities emerge
as newest trend in active adult programming, PRNewswire, http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/activerecreation-tops-lifestyle-desires-for-over-55-crowd-and-baby-boomers-57843347.html
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5-Year Program
Goals and Objec ve
Focus Areas
Ac on Program
Goals and Objec ves
The following is a list of 11 goals for parks, recrea on,
open space and greenways in the City of East Lansing for
2014-2018. These goals reflect both the input collected
through the plan development process and the current
status of park and recrea on programs and services. The
goals below are listed in no par cular order.
1) Ensure a safe and accessible park system:
a) Provide a safe and secure environment for users
of the parks and programs by working
coopera vely with enforcement agencies and
community programs and organiza ons
b) Evaluate exis ng security measures such as
security systems / procedures, visibility both in
and out of parks and responsiveness
c) Provide a well maintained park system by
responding quickly to remedy deteriora on or
vandalism of park property
d) Provide access to all users by incorpora ng
best management prac ces rela ng to people
with disabili es, age appropriateness, family
needs, etc.
2) Maintain and improve exis ng parkland, facili es and
management:
a) Maintain exis ng parkland and facili es by
providing adequate staﬀ, equipment and
response systems
b) Improve exis ng parkland and facili es by
upda ng and/or replacing deficient facili es on a
mely basis rela ve to the “life cycle” of those
facili es
c) Explore new or innova ve equipment, systems
or products that will reduce wear and tear, save
energy and/or enhance exis ng methods of
opera ons
d) Support full me staﬀ members through
con nuous educa on and leadership training
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3) Promote healthy and ac ve lifestyles through Parks
and Recrea on:
a) Promote awareness of programs and facili es
that lead to healthy lifestyles and fitness
b) Provide facili es and opportuni es that
encourage building healthy habits
c) Provide four season opportuni es for all age
goups
d) Tailor specific programs and facili es for specific
age groups based upon ability and/or trends
e) Provide for innova ve four-season facili es /
ac vi es that keep pace with current recrea onal
trends
4) Provide for Organized and Unorganized Recrea on:
a) Con nue to provide organized programs for all
ages of the popula on
b) Provide facili es that promote use without
supervision or organized programming
c) Consider opportuni es that provide for crea ve
play or semi-organized programming
5)

Preserve and enhance open spaces, natural systems
and significant natural features:
a) Iden fy open spaces to preserve for habitat and
balanced human interac on
b) Provide programs and facili es that enrich the
health and preserva on of the natural
environment including both flora and fauna
c) Provide programs and facili es that educate the
public about natural systems and encourage
stewardship of natural systems
d) Recruit volunteers to assist in promo ng and
delivering community educa on suppor ng
natural scien fic principles

5-Year Program
CHAPTER FIVE
6)

7)

8)

Provide Connec ons between Parks, Neighborhoods
and Community Facili es:
a) Provide for motorized and non-motorized
connec ons using roads, sidewalks, trails,
pathways and natural corridors to link users with
facili es throughout the community
b) Iden fy common des na ons, use pa erns and
needs that will help provide a basis for grants
and funding poten als for future improvements
such as: trails, sidewalks and signage
c) Provide a “Way Finding System” to help users
locate facili es more easily and iden fy their
proximity and func on
d) Interact with exis ng plans and studies that relate
to Non-Motorized Transporta on within and
adjacent to the East Lansing park system
Recognize the need for the use and re-purposing of
Public Spaces, Parks and “Place making” to support
the iden ty, use and brand that represents East
Lansing:
a) Provide public spaces for the display of art and
art apprecia on
b) Integrate technology into parks and urban spaces
for public use, enjoyment and communica on
c) Provide for the display and use of sustainable
and/or energy saving technologies in public
spaces
d) Use public spaces to promote the theme and/or
iden ty of East Lansing
e) Provide ac vi es and public events that serve
residents and a ract visitors year round
Encourage Community Partnerships and Joint
Ventures with groups and organiza ons that have a
symbio c or suppor ve rela onship:
a) Iden fy organiza ons and groups that have
similar goals that can be suppor ve or
collabora ve and reduce costs and/or enhance
events and ac vi es
b) Cooperate with the schools and/or local non
profit organiza ons to iden fy programs and
ac vi es that will be synergis c and suppor ve
and reduce duplica on of services
c) Explore exis ng or new rela onships combining

private / public joint ventures in delivering
recrea on services that benefit the park and
recrea on system
d) Work with agencies, departments and/or
organiza ons within the city and region that plan,
coordinate or fund eﬀorts that support or parallel
the goals of the East Lansing Park and Recrea on
system
9)

Communica on and Promo on:
a) Increase ci zen awareness of East Lansing’s
park & recrea on goals, ac vi es,
accomplishments and opportuni es to become
involved in park programs and u lize the park
facili es
b) Con nue to publicize park loca ons, events, and
ac vi es through various outlets including:
website, social media, newspaper, magazines,
press releases, promo onal events, adver sing,
television, radio etc.
c) Promote volunteerism, mentoring and other
forms of ci zen support for parks and programs
d) Promote public involvement in programs, park
facility development and/or events such as
community build projects, interpre ve programs,
stewardship programs, etc.
e) Integrate technology into public parks and
facili es for communica on and enjoyment

10) Acquisi on of Parkland and/or Facili es:
a) Plan and provide for future long-range needs to
acquire parkland, develop exis ng city owned
property or expand exis ng facili es
11) Provide sustainable funding for park / facility
opera ons, maintenance and capital improvements:
a) Provide adequate funding to support the
opera ons and maintenance of the park system
through the general fund, grants, millage,
dona ons, founda ons or other available means
b) Maintain a balance between financial resources
and the development of facili es and programs
oﬀered that meet as many community needs as
possible
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2015-2019 Focus Areas
Through the 2015 Plan development and public input
and review process, eight priori es were iden fied to
guide implementa on of the Parks, Recrea on, Open
Space and Greenways Plan and ensure that the City of
East Lansing’s parks and recrea on programs and services
move forward in a way that reflects the needs and
interests of the Community.
The priori es for the 2015 East Lansing Ac on Program
are as follows:
Focus Area A:

Conduct Trails and Greenways
projects and planning

Projects that relate to trails and greenways planning
and development are a priority, including projects that
iden fy or enhance connec ons, support non-motorized
connec ons, eliminate access barriers and beau fy or
visually enhance the trail system.
Focus Area B:

Maximize poten al of exis ng
Facili es

The most eﬃcient use of City resources is to focus on
projects that maximize the poten al of exis ng parks
and recrea on facili es. This can be done in any number
of ways. Upgrades to exis ng systems or facili es keep
them modern and invi ng to users. Improvements that
eliminate barriers to use or increase accessibility for
all users supports facility use by a larger popula on.
Renova ons that allow all areas of a facility to be used
eliminate redundancy and ensures that the facility
reaches its full poten al. Therefore, projects that
preserve, renovate or re-use exis ng facili es are given a
high priority.
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Focus Area C:

Use environmentally sustainable
prac ces and enhance natural areas and
features

The community has expressed a strong interest in
implemen ng environmentally sustainable maintenance
and development prac ces, as well as capitalizing
on the community’s natural areas and features. This
includes implemen ng environmentally sustainable park
design, development and park maintenance prac ces,
as well as enhancing natural areas and features through
interpre ve signage, nature programming, boardwalk
trail sec ons, invasive species management, etc.
Focus Area D:

Use alterna ve funding and resources

Michigan has been experiencing an economic
transforma on that creates very real challenges for the
funding of parks and recrea on programs and systems.
Therefore, projects that have the poten al to generate
revenue or be funded through alterna ve funding
resources are given a very high priority in the Capital
Ac on Program. Such sources include: CDBG funds,
MDNR funds or fundraising and dona ons.
Focus Area E:

Reduce opera ng costs

With revenues becoming more limited, projects that
reduced opera ng costs are a priority. Examples include:
projects that remove or replace equipment or park
features that are costly to maintain; projects that increase
the eﬃciency of opera ons; or projects that will cost less
to maintain in the future. Projects that have the poten al
to increase or add to the City revenue stream are also a
priority.

5-Year Program
CHAPTER FIVE
Focus Area F:

Plan for future parks and recrea on
needs

The East Lansing community has a deep understanding
of the importance of parks and recrea on in the
community, a willingness to fund parks and recrea on
programs, facili es and oﬀerings, and an interest in
ensuring that the parks, recrea on, arts and greenspace
oﬀerings con nue to adapt to and meet the needs of the
community. This makes planning for the future parks and
recrea ons needs in the community a high priority. This
priority is reflected in projects such as implemen ng park
and recrea on standards for economic developments
and pursuing addi onal land and development funds for
neighborhood and community parks.

2015-2019 Ac on Program
Following is the Capital Ac on Program for the 2015
Parks, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways Plan. The
ac on program provides of series of steps to further the
11 goals of the plan and to meet the current and future
needs of the community for quality and diverse park and
recrea on programs and facili es.

Focus Area G: Develop and maintain diverse and
balanced parks and recrea on resources
Responding to the interest of residents and keeping
parks and recrea on oﬀerings fresh and current are high
priori es for the City of East Lansing. An Example of a
project that supports this priority is the Hawk Nest Park
which provides park facili es for a substan al number of
ci zens in the City’s northern er.
Focus Area H: Pursue partnerships, collabora ons and
regional approaches
The current and future role of partnerships,
collabora ons and regional approaches to project
planning, implementa on and management cannot be
ignored. As funds con nue to be limited and demand
for programs, services and resources hold steady, joining
with others of similar interest and goals will be essen al
in ensuring success.
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Forest Management Plan
Invasive Species Management

Nature trail improvements
Acquire addi onal park land
Create ADA parking space and route to NT Trail
Entrance upgrades (replace bollards, signs, etc.)
Forestry Mgt. Plan (including Ashton Lakes Park)

Nature trail improvements
Aquire addi onal park land
Implement Forest Management Plan
Trail connec on from Pebblebrook to Lake Lansing Rd
Develop welcome plaza at Lake Lansing Rd.
Pond assessment and management plan
Repair asphalt trail at viewing pla orm & bridge
Replace bridge

Playground edgin and surfacing
Remove asphalt in park and replace
Replace chain-link fence
Replace wood on benches
Replace dumpster enclosure
Re-construct parking lot

Park improvement plan
Forest management plan
Community solar project

ADA walkway to playground
Tree trimming and selec ve removal
Remove and replace bench at playground

Abbey Road Park

Abbot Road Park

Albert A. White Park

Bailey Park

Burcham Park

Ehinger Park

PARKS

Project

C
M
M

P
P
C

C
C
M
M
M
C

C
C
N
C
C
P
M
C

C
C
C
M
P

P
N

Project
Type

25,000
3,000
2,000

8,000
10,000
TBD

50,000
150,000
20,000
500
2,500
190,000

TBD
TBD
TBD
400,000
50,000
10,000
3,000
30000

TBD
TBD
8,000
3,000
15,000

10,000
TBD

Cost Es mate

2015-2019 Ac on Program

B
E, C
B

C
C

B
B
B
B
B
E, B

A, C, B
F, B
C
A, C, B
F
C, B
A, B

A, C
F
A
B
C

B, C
C, E

1
2
2

5
5

1, 2
2
2
2
2
2

5
10
5
6
6
5
1, 2

5
10
1
1, 2
5

5
5

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

City of East Lansing Parks, Recrea on, Open Space and Greenways

High
High
High

Low
Low
Low

High
High
Medium
High
Medium
High

Medium
Low
High
Low
Low
Medium
High
Medium

Medium
Medium
High
Medium
Medium

Medium
Low

Priority
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CHAPTER FIVE

Remove and replace all play pieces, benches
Improve access from Red Cedar Neighborhood
Install reflexology path and self guided Tai Chi lawn
Replace concrete walkway
Reconstruct parking area

Remove tennis court
Remove split-rail fence around tree
Repair benches

ADA walkway to pavilion and playground
Seal and stripe parking lot
Stripe basketball court
Re-roof pavilion and seal all wood
Invasive species management
Replace kiosk

Finish Walkway
Park iden fica on signage

Add limestone to pathway

Remove tennis courts
Nature trail improvements
Construct pickleball court
Replace short bridge
Repair long bridge and seal wood
Remove fence around pond
Wildlife viewing pla orm at pond
Invasive species management throughout
Forest Management Plan

Construct addi onal natural play elements
Ongoing maintenance of sand play area & path

Emerson Park

Glencairn

Harrison Meadows

Harrison Road Park

Hawk Nest Park

Henry Fine Park

Hidden River Park

PARKS

Project

C
M

C
C
C
C
M
M
C
N
P

M

C
C

C
M
M
C
N
M

C
M
M

C
C
C
C
C

Project
Type

10,000
1,000

30,000
TBD
10,000
12,000
500
TBD
25,000
TBD
15,000

3,000

4,000
2,000

4,000
1,500
800
6,000
TBD
8000

15,000
500
500

TBD
TBD
TBD
8,000
25,000

Cost Es mate

C, B
B

E
A, C, B
F
A, C, B
A, C B
E, C, B
C, B
E, C, B
C

A, B

B
B

B
B
B
B
E, C, B

E
E
B

B
F, B
F, B
B
B

5, 2
2

2
5
3, 4
1
1, 6
2
5
5
5

2

2
6

1
2
2
2
5

2
2
1

1
6
3, 4
2
2

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

Low
High

High
High
Low
High
Medium
High
Low
High
Medium

Medium

Low
Low

High
Medium
Medium
Low
High
Medium

High
Low
High

High
Medium
Low
Medium
Low

Priority
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CHAPTER FIVE

65

66
C
C
C
M
C
C
C
M
C
C
C
C
M
C

Northern Tail Dog Park Install a well and water source
Small dog area
Paved access rout to the north park entrance
Regrade turf, fill low areas, restore turf
Install swipe card/Monitoring system
Install ligh ng

Lake Lansing Rd to Soccer Complex resurfacing
Spot surfacing and bridge repairs
Improve ADA access at Abbot Rd E Soccer Complex
Expand trail West from Soccer Complex to Coolidge Rd
Expand trail South to the Red Cedar River
Trail signage and mile marker installa on
Fence and decking repair/replacement
Install trail from Bouge St to Hagadorn Rd along Red Cedar

Rebuild tennis courts (2 per year)
Baseball field improvements
So ball field improvements
Improve volleyball courts
Wi-Fi hotspot
Bocce ball court
Remove obsolete playground equipment
Re-roof and repair main pavilion
Renovate restroom buildings
Forest Management Plan
Nature trail improvements

Remove tennis courts

Trim and selec ve removal of trees
Remove and replace playground equipment
Replace concrete walk
Replace slats on wooden bench

Northern Tier Trail

Patriarche Park

Red Cedar Elementary

Stoddard Park

M
C
M
M

C

C
C
C
M
C
C
M
C
C
P
C

C

Project
Type

Remove tennis courts

PARKS

Marble Park

Project

2,000
TBD
20,000
500

45,000

1, 5
1.2
1,2

B

1, 2

1, 2
1, 2
1, 2
1, 2
9
3, 4
1, 2
2
2
5
5

2, 6

1, 2
1, 2
1
2, 6
2, 6
2, 6

2
1, 2
1, 6
2
1, 2

2

E, C
B

E

B
B
B
B
B
F
E
B
B
C
A, C, B

A, B

TBD
400,000
60,000
30,000
500
TBD
TBD
TBD
25,000
TBD
5,000
TBD

A, E, B
A, B
A, B
A, F, B
A, B
A, C, B

B
B
A, B
E, B
F

E

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD
TBD

3,000
2,000
8,000
TBD
15,000
TBD

30,000

Cost Es mate

High
Medium
Medium
High

High

High
High
High
Low
Low
Low
Medium
High
Medium
Low
Low

Medium
High
High
Medium
Low
Medium
High
Medium

Medium
Low
High
High
High
Low

High

Priority
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CHAPTER FIVE

C
C

Remove tennis courts
Install volleyball court
Construct seaonal ice rink
Construct accessible walkway to tennis courts
Construct accessible walkway on north side of park
Replace plank backs and seats of benches
Install addi onal bike parking

Complete redeveopment of park

Develop mini park

Valley Court Park

Wolf Court Park

Whitehills Neighborhood

Aqua c Center

Wi-Fi hotspot
Replace pool liner
Replace play features as they age
Renovate the bath-house/restroom facility
Landscape improvements
Preimary loop system
Repair shower tower drain
Replace entry gate and dumpster screen
Pulsar/Controls upgrades

RECREATION CENTERS AND FACILITIES
C
C
C
C
M
M
M
M
M

C
C
C

Undetermined loc on

BMX trail
Fitness trail
Develop a year-round field house

C

Ridgewood Neighborhood Develope mini park

C
C
C
C
C
M
C

C

Complete redevelopment of park

Tamarish Park

M

Remove and replace playhouse

Shaw Park

PARKS

Project

Project
Type

TBD
60,000
TBD
TBD
20,000
25,000
5,000
15,000
10,000

TBD
TBD
TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

160,000
10,000
TBD
TBD
TBD
800
TBD

TBD

3,000

Cost Es mate

B
B
E, B
B

A, F, B
A, F, B
F

F

F

B

B
B
F, B
B
B
B
B

B

9
1, 2
1, 2
1, 2

4
3
3

4

4

1, 2

1, 2
3, 4
3, 4
1
1
1, 2
2, 3, 6

2

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

High
High
Medium
Medium
Medium
High
High
Medium
Low

Low
Medium
Low

Low

Low

Medium

High
Low
Low
Medium
Medium
High
Medium

High

Low

Priority
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67

68

Roof and gu er replacement
Remove overgrown landscaping
Repair/replace benches & picnic tables
Replace east door & sidelights, and west door

C
M
M
M

C
M
M
C

Fire surpression system 1st floor
2nd floor code and safety improvements
3rd floor code and safety improvements
Fire supression system 2nd & 3rd floors

NF Smith/Pumphouse

M
M
M

Window frame ancoring
1st floor code and safety improvements
Gymnasium AHU repairs

M
M
M

M

Tot-lot improvements

C
M
M
C
C
M
M
M

Veteran’s Park and Monument
Exterior tuckpoin ng
Roof replacement (A, N O, P, M)
Replace front door and install canopy
Whole-building generator
Upgrade energy management system
Basement pool ceiling concrete repair
Pool pump replacement

Valley Court Comm. Ctr. Roof replacement above administra ve oﬃces
Interior upgrades (carpe ng, ceiling le, pain ng)
Repair retaining wall behind building

Bailey Community Ctr.

C
C
C

C
C

Project
Type

2nd floor technology upgrades
1st floor technology upgrades
Fitness center expansion

Hannah Community Ctr. 3rd floor access
3rd floor improvements

RECREATION CENTERS AND FACILITIES

Project

20,000
1,000
500
5,500

50,000
65,000
20,000

12,000
20,000
15,000

25,000

15,000
35,000
410,000
60,000
200,000
100,000
7,000
10,000

225,000
200,000
TBD

150,000
1,000,000

Cost Es mate

B
B
B

E, B
E, B
F, B

F, B
F, B

2
2
1, 2

2, 9
2, 9
2

2
2

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

High
High
High
High

Low
Low
High

High
High
High

Medium

Medium
Medium
Medium
Medium
Low
Medium
Medium
Medium

High
High
Low

Low
Low

Priority
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C
C
C
C
C
M

Playground

Paved walking loop

Fence repair/replacement program

Shade structures for dugouts

Scoreboard replacement program

Seal and re-stripe parking lot

Young-adult fitness class

Planning
Maintenance
Management
Capital Improv.

P
M
N
C

PROJECT TYPE KEY

C

C
M
M
C
M

Paved walking loop
Drainage improvements
Replace scoreboards
Pave parking lot
Parking lot crack and surface sealing

Wi-fi hotspot

C

Wi-Fi hotspot

On-demand programming

PROGRAMMING

So ball Complex

Soccer Complex

RECREATION CENTERS AND FACILITIES

Project

Project
Type

TBD

35,000

15,000

TBD

TBD

35,000

TBD

TBD
60,000
30,000
200,000
25,000

TBD

Cost Es mate

B

E

E, B

B

A, B

B

B

A, B

B

2

2

1

2

3

9

3

9

Relates to
Focus Area Goal

Medium

Medium

High

Medium

Low

Medium

High

Low
Medium
Low
Low
High

High

Priority

5-Year Program
CHAPTER FIVE
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CITY OF EAST LANSING
ORDINANCE NO. 1249
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 2-253 OF
DIVISION 1 - GENERALLY - OF ARTICLE V - BOARDS
AND COMMISSIONS - OF CHAPTER 2 ADMINISTRATION - OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF
EAST LANSING AND TO ADD DIVISION 12 - ACTIVE
LIVING
FOR
ADULTS
(ALFA)
ADVISORY
COMMISSION - , SECTIONS 2-491 AND 2-492 TO
ARTICLE V - BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS - OF
CHAPTER 2 - ADMINISTRATION - OF THE CODE OF
THE CITY OF EAST LANSING TO ESTABLISH THE
ACTIVE LIVING FOR ADULTS (ALFA) ADVISORY
COMMISSION.
THE CITY OF EAST LANSING ORDAINS:
Section 2-253 of Division 1 - Generally - of Article V - Boards and Commissions - of
Chapter 2 - Administration - of the Code of the City of East Lansing is hereby amended and
Division 12 - Active Living for Adults (ALFA) Advisory Commission -, Sections 2-491 and
2-492 are hereby added to Article V - Boards and Commissions - of Chapter 2 Administration - of the Code of the City of East Lansing to read as follows:

Sec. 2-253. Boards and commissions created; number of members.
The following boards and commissions are hereby created, and shall be composed of a
maximum of nine members unless otherwise stated:
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(1)

Elected officers compensation commission.

(2)

Transportation commission.

(3)

Arts commission.

(4)

Planning commission.

(5)

Human relations commission.

(6)

Commission on the environment.

(7)

Housing commission.

(8)

University student commission.

(9)

Seniors' commission.

Appendix
APPENDIX ONE
(10)

Building board of appeals. The membership, powers, and duties of the
building board of appeals shall be as prescribed by chapter 6, article II.

(11)

Zoning board of appeals. The membership, powers and duties of the zoning
board of appeals shall be as prescribed by chapter 50, article II, division 2.

(12)

Historic district commission. The membership, powers, and duties of the
historic district commission shall be as prescribed in chapter 20, article II.

(13)

Cable and telecommunications commission. The membership, powers and
duties shall be as prescribed by chapter 42, article II, division 2.

(14)

Parks and recreation advisory commission which shall be composed of seven
members.

(15)

Active living for adults (ALFA) advisory commission which shall be
composed of seven members.

DIVISION 12. ACTIVE LIVING FOR ADULTS ADVISORY COMMISSION
2-491. Membership.
The ALFA advisory commission shall consist of seven members, four of which must
be residents of the city. The remaining three may be representative of the other areas in
Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham Counties that are being served by ALFA. Each member of the
commission shall serve for a term of three years except of the members first appointed, two
shall be appointed for a term of one year, three for a term of two years, and two for a term of
three years.
2-492. Duties.
authority:

The ALFA advisory commission shall have the following duties and

(1)

To be an advisory commission to the city council.

(2)

To annually review the ALFA service delivery plan as prepared by city staff
and make recommendations to city council regarding adoption of the plan.

(3)

Every five years, review and update the ALFA Strategic Plan.

(4)

To annually review the ALFA Annual Report as prepared by city staff and
pass on recommendations to staff for future goals and adjustments in
programming as part of a future service delivery plan.

(5)

To oversee and maintain an appropriate interface with ALFA Foundation
including sharing such information with city council.
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By-Laws
East Lansing Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
Adopted January 19, 2005

1.

Purpose
The East Lansing Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission having been formed by the East
Lansing City Council on September 16, 2003, shall comply with the membership and duties
requirements as detailed in the Municipal Code of the City of East Lansing, Chapter 2, Article
V, Division 11, Section 2-471, (a) and (b).
(a)

Members. The parks and recreation advisory commission shall consist of seven
members, who shall be residents of the city. Each member of the
commission shall serve for a term of three years except of the members first
appointed, two shall serve for as term of one year, three for a term of two
years, and two for a term of three years.

(b)

Duties. The commission shall have the following duties and authority:
1) To be an advisory commission to the city council;
2) To annually review the parks and recreation master plan as prepared by
city staff and make recommendations to the planning commission and
city council regarding adoption of the plan;
3) To annually review the parks and recreation service delivery plan as
prepared by city staff and make recommendations to the planning
commission and city council regarding adoption of the plan;
4) To annually review the parks and recreation capital improvement projects
budget as prepared by city staff and make recommendations to the city
council as part of the budget preparation and submittal process;
5) To annually review the parks and recreation fee schedule as prepared by
city staff;
6) To review any parks and recreation bond proposals and to make
recommendations in writing to the city council prior to the city council
taking final action on the matter.

2.

Appointment and Terms of Office.

The East Lansing Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission shall be appointed and serve
according to the Municipal Code of the City of East Lansing, Chapter 2, Article V,
Division I, Sec. 2-241.
All members shall be appointed by the Mayor subject to the approval of the
Council. Unless otherwise provided in this Chapter, each Commission member may
be appointed to no more than two (2) consecutive three (3) year terms. Provided,
however, that appointment to an unexpired term shall not count against the two (2)
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term limit. Provided further that Council may waive this limitation for good cause
shown upon request of a councilmember.
3.

Governance
The East Lansing Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission shall be governed by the
Municipal Code of the City of East Lansing in conjunction with the East Lansing Parks and
Recreation Advisory Commission By-Laws.

4.

Officers
At the first regular meeting in January of each year, the Commission shall elect a Chairperson
and a Vice Chairperson who shall serve terms of one year and shall be eligible for re-election.
The Vice Chairperson shall assume the duties of the Chairperson when the Chairperson is
absent. If a Chairperson and/or Vice Chairperson cannot be selected for any reason the City
Council shall appoint the officers as required in Municipal Code of the City of East Lansing,
Chapter 2, Article V, Division 1, Section 2-248.

5.

Staff Resource The commission shall be staffed by no less than one employee of the city as
designated by the city manager who shall be Secretary to the board or commission and who
shall have responsibility to: record the meetings, prepare and distribute minutes, prepare and
distribute materials to be considered in the business of the board or commission, publish
notices of meetings and accommodate persons attending meetings, make recommendations as
to the items of business of the board or commission, and act as a resource to its members.

6.

Meeting Schedule
A.

Regular Meetings
The Commission shall hold its regular meetings on the third Wednesday of each month.
If the date set for a regular meeting falls on a holiday, the meeting shall instead be held
at the same time and place on the next day that is not a holiday.

B.

Special Meetings
Special Meetings of the Commission may be called by the Chairperson, or at the request
of the City Manager, via the Secretary. The Commission or the Chairperson may cancel
and/or reschedule a regular or special meeting.

C.

Meeting Notification
At the last regularly scheduled meeting of the calendar year, the Commission shall
adopt its meeting schedule for the coming year, including the time and the place the
meetings will be held. The meeting schedule shall be posted at City Hall within 10 days
of the first regular meeting in January. Notification of the date, time and location of any
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special meetings or of any changes in the scheduling or location of regular meetings
shall be posted at City Hall at least 18 hours in advance of the meeting.
D.

Attendance
Attendance shall be governed by Article V, Division 1, Section 2-243 of the city code
which states in part: nonattendance at three regularly scheduled consecutive
commission meetings or 90- days, whichever is longer, is hereby determined to
constitute neglect of duty and shall automatically create a vacancy without further
action.

7.

Meeting Procedure
A.

Quorum
A majority of the members of the Commission must be in attendance to constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business at a Commission meeting.

B.

Parliamentary Procedure
Commission meetings shall be conducted in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.
The Commission may adopt specific rules governing the conduct of its meetings. Each
member of the commission present at a meeting shall vote on each motion made unless
excused by the unanimous consent of the other members present.

C.

Open Meetings
All Commission meetings shall be open to the public. All business shall be conducted
in public session. There shall be opportunity for the public to address the Commission.
The Chair may, at their discretion, limit the time each person has to address the
commission during the public comment period.

D.

Agenda
The Secretary shall prepare an agenda for each meeting of the Commission and send it,
along with any related materials and written communications, to the Commission five
days prior to the meeting. Written communications shall be submitted to the Secretary
at least six days prior to the meeting. The Commission shall approve the agenda at each
meeting and may act to add or delete items from the agenda. The agenda and all
associated materials shall be available for public inspection.

76

Appendix
APPENDIX ONE
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission By-Laws
E.

Page 4

Minutes
The Secretary shall record minutes of the proceedings of each Commission meeting.
The minutes shall be of public record, and an approved copy signed by the Chairperson
and the Secretary shall be placed on file in the Parks, Recreation and Arts Department
office for public inspection.
The minutes shall reflect the concerns expressed by persons who address the
Commission at the meeting or who communicate in writing, and shall indicate whether
those persons favor or oppose the subject matter. Verbatim accounts and the full text of
written communications need not be included in the minutes. The minutes shall also
reflect the general questions and discussion of the Commission during its deliberations
and shall clearly record all actions taken by the Commission and the votes thereon.

F.

Majority Approval
When a quorum is present, the concurring votes of a majority of those present is
necessary for the Commission to take action, except where a concurring vote of five
members of the Commission may be required by State or local statutes.

8.

Public Hearings
The Commission shall hold a public hearing on all issues as required by State or local statutes.
The Commission may also hold a public hearing on any issue that comes before it. Public
hearings shall be held in accordance with the following procedures:
A.

Scheduling
Public hearings may be scheduled either by the Commission itself or by the Secretary.
The Secretary shall receive requests for public hearings to be scheduled by the
Secretary at least three weeks prior to the public hearing date.

B.

Notification
Notice of a public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general distribution in
the City at least ten days prior to the hearing. Notice shall also be sent by mail to the
applicant, the owner of the subject property and the owners and residents of property on
the same block or within 300 feet of the subject property, whichever includes the greater
area. Notices shall also be sent to other groups or individuals as may be required by
other State or local statutes. At the Secretary or Commission’s discretion notice may
also be sent to other interested persons or groups.
The notices shall be prepared and distributed by the Secretary, and they shall include
the following information: the date, time and place for the public hearing; the address
and location of the subject property; the nature of the requested action to be considered
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by the Commission; and a description of the proposed use of the property. The notices
shall also indicate that persons may contact the Parks, Recreation and Arts Department
for further information.
C.

Commission Action
As a general rule, the Commission shall act on an issue immediately following the
public hearing but may take action at the next regular meeting. For land use proposals
and other issues at the discretion of the Commission, staff will present written reports
and recommendations to the Commission before action is considered.

9.

Committees
A.

Appointment
The Chairperson may create a committee to study any issue before the Commission.
The Chairperson shall appoint a committee chairperson and the other members of the
committee.

B.

Meetings
The committee shall establish the date, time and place for its meetings, and notice of the
meetings shall be posted at City Hall at least 18 hours in advance of the meeting. All
meetings shall be open to the public. The Committee may hold public hearings to gain
input on the issue under study.

C.

Representation
The Chairperson may appoint one or more members of the Commission to represent the
Commission at meetings of City Council or other City commissions or boards.

10.

Amendments

These by-laws may be altered, amended, or repealed by a majority vote of the members at any
regular meeting when a quorum is present, providing that the notice for the meeting includes the
proposals for amendments. Any proposed amendments shall be submitted at any regular meeting
and voted on at the next regular meeting.
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Project No: 26-01104 K1
Project Title:
Project Status: Withdrawn
Project Description:

Project No: BF89-373
Project Title: Bailey Community Center
Project Status: Closed
Elements
Windows
Installation Interior Finishing & Trim
Architectural services

Project Year: 1980
Grant Amount:

Project Year: 1989
Grant Amount: $69,000.00

Project Description: Replace windows for safety and energy efficiency.
StatusUpdate:BaileyCommunityCenteriscurrentlybeingusedasthebasefortheCityofEast
LansingChildcareProgram(forchildren6weeksto5thgrade)andasalocationforCityrecreation
andartsprograms.Thewindowsremaininserviceandaremaintainedtoensuretheirfunctionality
andsafeuse.Regularupgradeshavebeenmadetothebuildingtoensureitcancontinuetobeused
bythegeneralpublic.Theseimprovementsincludereplacementofinteriordoorsandcarpets,
installationofenergyefficientlightingthroughtheentirebuilding,andreplacementofroofsections.

Project No: TF95-010
Project Title: Environmental Corridors
Project Status: Closed
Elements
Land acquisition

Project Year: 1995
Grant Amount: $765,400.00

Project Description: Acquisition of 91 acres of land to expand neighborhood and community
recreation, and to link City parklands and neighborhoods with a pedestrian
and bike path system.
StatusUpdate:NinetyͲoneacresoflandwerepurchasedinthenorthernportionoftheCityofEast
Lansingandweredevelopedintoarecreationalservicescore.Facilitiesfoundonthispropertyinclude
theEastLansingFamilyAquaticCenter,SoftballComplex,SoccerComplexandapproximatelytwo(2)
milesoftrailswhichtraversethecore.Allland,amenitiesandrecreationalofferingsareopentothe
public,aremaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion,andarefunctioningfortheirintendedpurpose.
TheCityhasnotsoldorotherwisedisposedofanyofthepropertypurchasedwiththisgrant.
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Project No. TF97-155
Project Title: Northern Tier Bike/Hike Trail
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 1997
Grant Amount: $375,000.00

Elements
Construct 10' Wide Path
Construct 3 Bridges
Abbott Road Crossing and Signage
Project Description: Phase II of the Northern Tier Bike/Hike Trail connecting Abbott Road Park with
the East Lansing Softball and Aquatics Center, the East Lansing Soccer
Complex and the Abbott Parkside neighborhood.
StatusUpdate:A10’wide,pavedbike/hiketrailwasinstalledin1999toconnectAbbotRoadPark,
theEastLansingSoftballComplex,theEastLansingFamilyAquaticCenter,theEastLansingSoccer
Complex,andtheAbbotParksideneighborhood.Allofthetrailisinserviceandopentothe
public.Therearenofeestousethetrailanditismaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.Portions
ofthetrailarebeginningtoshowtheirageandwear,andwillneedattentioninthenearfuture.


Project No. CM99-264
Project Title: Recreation Complex Parking
Project Status: Closed
Elements
Paved Parking Lot at Soccer Park
Paved Parking Lot at Softball/Aquatic

Project Year: 1999
Grant Amount: $426,300.00

Project Description: Construction of parking facilities and roadway improvements for the new
soccer complex and for the softball/aquatics complex.
StatusUpdate:TheEastLansingFamilyAquaticCenterparkinglotandtheEastLansingSoccer
Complexparkinglotswerepavedin2000and2001.Bothfacilitiesremaininserviceandopentothe
public.Theparkinglotsaremaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.TheParkinglotscontainsome
crackingandwillneedattentioninthenearfuture.
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Project No. BF00-053
Project Title: Hannah Community Center Swim Pool
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 2000
Grant Amount: $250,000.00

Elements
Mechanical Systems
Pool Entry Steps
Pool Entry Lift
Water Play Features
Aesthetic Improvements
Signage
Project Description: Complete the improvements to the Hannah Community Center pool, including
a building expansion for a water slide and locker room/restroom upgrades.
StatusUpdate:TheEastLansingHannahCommunityCenterswimpoolrenovationwascompletedin
in2001.In2006,themechanicalsystemswerefurtherupgradedtoapelletchemicalsystemand
in2008amoresubstantialrenovationofthelockerroomswascompleted.Allpoolimprovements,
includingtheentrysteps,waterplayfeaturesandaestheticimprovements,aremaintainedinasafe
andaccessiblefashion.Theswimpoolandallsupportamenitiesremaininserviceandopentothe
public.Thereisafeetousetheswimpool.Thepoolentryliftisfunctionalandsafe,butisinpoor
conditionandneedstobereplaced.

Project No. TF04-121
Project Title: Northern Tier Trail
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 2004
Grant Amount: $92,400.00

Element
Trail
Split Rail Fence
Culverts
Signage
Landscaping
Parking
Project Description: Development of a 5,000 LF, 10 foot wide asphalt trail. This project extends the
3.5 mile Northern Tier Trail system from the East Lansing Soccer Complex to
State Road.
StatusUpdate:Nearlyone(1)mileof10’wideasphalttrailwasconstructedin2005.Theproject
includedsplitͲrailfenceandculvertswhereneeded.Thereisakioskanddirectionalsignageonthe
trailandpavementmarkingswherethereareroad/drivewaycrossings.Thistrailsectionisinservice
andopentothepublic.Allitemsarebeingmaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.Parkingfor
thetrailexistsattheEastLansingSoccerComplexandonKiskadeeDriveintheHawkNestsubdivision.
Bothparkingareasareingoodcondition.
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Project No. TF07-087
Project Title: White Park Improvements
Project Status: Closed
Elements
Parking Lots
6' Paved Pathway
Wildlife Viewing Platform
Picnic Shelter

Project Year: 2007
Grant Amount: $225,000.00

Softball Field Improvements
Landscape Restoration
Pedestrian Bridge
Interpretive and Park Signage

Project Description: Improvements to 48-acre Albert A. White Park, to include parking, trail, picnic
shelter, wildlife viewing platform, pedestrian bridge, interpretive and park
signage, softball field, and landscape restoration.
StatusUpdate:TheimprovementstoWhiteParkwerecompletedin2009.Allprojectelementswere
installedandremaininserviceandopentothepublic.Thepedestrianbridge,wildlifeviewingplatform
andinterpretivesignagehasallbeenvandalized,requiringextensiverepair.Installationofatrail
cameratomonitortheareaofgreatestdestructionhasreducedtheproblem.Landscaperestoration
isongoingaspartofourParkStewardshipprogram.Allparkimprovementsareingoodconditionand
arebeingmaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.

Project No. TF08-065
Project Title: Hawk Nest Park Development
Project Status: Closed
Elements
10' wide asphalt Northern Tier Trail extension
8' wide asphalt site pathways
8' wide crusher-fine site pathways
Multi-use play structure with surface material
Park sign Picnic shelter with concrete pad

Project Year: 2008
Grant Amount: $262,500.00

Grade and seed lawn areas
Natural area enhancements
Interpretive trail head sign
Interpretive trail signs

Project Description: This project will include 1/3rd mile spur of the Northern Tier Trail, playground,
picnic pavilion, accessible site walkways, and signage.
StatusUpdate:ThedevelopmentofHawkNestParkwascompletedin2010.Allprojectelements
wereinstalledandremaininserviceandopentothepublic.Allpathwayssurfaces,asinstalled,
arecrusherͲfinebecauseofsoilsandcostissues.PermissionwasgrantedfromMDNRtomakethis
scopechange.NaturalareaenhancementsareongoingaspartofourParkStewardshipprogram.
AtrailͲheadsignandlandscapingwasinstalledwheretheHawkNestbranchoftheTrailconnectsto
themainportionoftheNorthernTierTrail.Fiveinterpretivesignswereinstalledalongthe10’wide
sectionofpathway.Fiveviewingplatformswereaddedtothegrantscopeaftergrantsubmittaland
areinstalled.Allparkimprovementsareinverygoodconditionandarebeingmaintainedinasafe
andaccessiblefashion.

82

Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
Grant Status Update
City of East Lansing
Page 5 of 6

Project No. TF08-141
Project Title: White Park Expansion #1
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 2008
Grant Amount: $429,000.00

Project Description: Acquisition of 2.93 acres adjacent to White Park to expand the park, eliminate
a private property in-holding, and provide a location for a trailhead/park entry
plaza and additional connections to the pedestrian/bicycle system.
StatusUpdate:Thepurchaseof2.93acresoflandadjacenttoWhiteParkwascompletedin2009.
Anabandonedhousewaslocatedonthepropertyandwasdemolishedin2010.Anaturalwalkingtrail
wasrecentlyclearedacrossthispropertytoprovideentrytotheParkwalkingtrailsfromLakeLansing
Road.AlllandandrecreationalofferingsinWhiteParkareopentothepublic,aremaintainedina
safeandaccessiblefashion,andarefunctioningfortheirintendedpurpose.TheCityhasnotsoldor
otherwisedisposedofanyofthepropertypurchasedwiththisgrantorassociatedwithWhitePark.

Project No. TF08-140
Project Title: White Park Expansion #2
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 2008
Grant Amount: $65,800.00

Project Description: Acquisition of 1.75 acres adjacent to White Park to provide future pedestrian
access to the park from the north.
StatusUpdate:Thepurchaseof1.75acresoflandadjacenttoWhiteParkwascompletedin2009.
AnaturalwalkingtrailexistsfromthepropertytotheParkwalkingtrailsfromLakeLansingRoad.
AlllandandrecreationalofferingsinWhiteParkareopentothepublic,aremaintainedinasafeand
accessiblefashion,andarefunctioningfortheirintendedpurpose.TheCityhasnotsoldorotherwise
disposedofanyofthepropertypurchasedwiththisgrantorassociatedwithWhitePark.
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Project No. RP11-409
Project Title: Henry Fine Park Tot Lot Renovation
Project Status: Closed

Project Year: 2011
Grant Amount: $20,000.00

Elements
Remove obsolete play equipment and replace
Surfacing to meet Playground Safety Standards
Accessible walkway from parking lot to tot lot
Project Description: Development to include removal of obsolete play equipment and replacement,
install edging and adequate safety surface material and install accessible
walkway to tot lot.
StatusUpdate:Inthefallof2012,asmalltotͲlotwithpouredͲinͲplaceunitarysurfacingwasinstalled
andplacedinservice.TheparkinglotforFineParkislocatedadjacenttothetotͲlotandwasreͲ
constructed,includingcurbͲandͲgutterandrepaving.Concretewalkwaysextendfromtheparkinglot
tothetotͲlot,andthelotwasstripedtoincludetwovanͲaccessibleparkingspaces.Abikerack,
trashcan,andbenchwerealsoinstalledaspartofthisproject.Allimprovementsareuniversally
accessibleandareinexcellentcondition.Theyarebeingmaintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.

Project No. TF12-082
Project Title: Patriarche Park Playground Replacement
Project Status: Active

Project Year: 2012
Grant Amount: $300,000.00

Elements
Playground Equipment and Installation
Poured in Place Surfacing
Signage
Accessible walkways
Rain Garden
MNRTF Sign
Project Description: Replace the existing wooden play structure at Patriarche Park with a modern
play structure that meets current standards for safety and accessibility and
install a rain garden to collect run-off from the playground, on site.
StatusUpdate:Inthespringof2014,aplaygroundwithpouredͲinͲplaceunitarysurfacingwasinstalled
andplacedinservice.Adonorplazawelcomesvisitorstotheplaygroundandalargeraingarden
collectsallstormrunofffromtheplaygroundandretainsitonsite.Concretewalkwaysextendfrom
theparkinglottotheplayground,apicnicarea,andaplazawithbenchandinterpretivesignthat
overlookstheraingarden.Abikerack,trashcans,andbencheswerealsoinstalledaspartofthis
project.Allimprovementsareuniversallyaccessibleandareinexcellentcondition.Theyarebeing
maintainedinasafeandaccessiblefashion.

84

Appendix

PA RT M E

OF

N AT U RA

Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

L

R
S O U CES

DE

T

RE

N

APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: BF00-053

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Hannah Community Center Swim Pool
PROJECT SCOPE: Building expansion for a water slide and locker room upgrades.
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
M-F, 6 am - 9 pm; Sat, 8 am - 9 pm; Sun, noon - 9 pm
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COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The East Lansing Hannah Community Center swim pool renovation was completed in 2001. in
2006, the mechanical systems were further upgraded to a pellet chemical system and in 2008 a
more substantial renovation of the locker rooms was completed. All pool improvements,
including the entry steps, wate rplay features and aesthetic improvements are maintained in
a safe and accessible fashion. The swim pool and all support amenities remain in service and
open to the public. There is a fee to use the swim pool. The pool entry lift is functional
and safe, but is in poor condition and needs to be replaced.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: BF89-373

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Bailey Community Center
PROJECT SCOPE: Replace windows for safety and energy efficiency
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Parks & Rec. Assst Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI 48854

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
Bailey Park is adjacent to Bailey Community Center. The Park is a 3.75 acre community
park with an open play/soccer field, swings, play equipment and hard surface play area.
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SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.
There is a sign on the building

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

Yes No
Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Building maintenance is addressed daily by facilities maintenance staff, or through the
annual budget process for larger operating or capital needs.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
M-F 7:00 am - 9:00 pm; closed Saturday and Sunday
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COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
Bailey Community Center is currently being used as the base for the City of East Lansing
Childcare Program (for children 6 weeks to 5th grade) and as the location for City
recreation and arts programs. The windows remain in service and are mantained to ensure
their functionality and safe use. Regular upgrades have been made to the building to ensure
it can continue to be used by the general public. These improvements include replacement of
interior doors and carpets, installation of energy efficient lighting through th entire
building and replacement of roof sections.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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DNR
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C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: CM99-264

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Recreation Complex Parking
PROJECT SCOPE: Construct parking facilities for soccer complex & softball/aquatic ctr
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

Softball Complex and Family Aquatic Center buildings have beeh equipt with monitored
security sytems
Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Parking lots are maintained as needed, there is not a formal scheduled.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Spring, summer, fall
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The East Lansing Family Aquatic Center parking lot and the East Lansing Soccer Complex
parking lots were paved in 2000 and 2001. Both facilities remain in service and open to the
public. The parking lots are maintained in a safe and accessible fashion. The parking lots
contain some cracking and will need attention in the near future.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: RP11-409

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Henry Fine Park Tot-lot Renovation
PROJECT SCOPE: Remove and replace playground, poured in place surfacing, parking imp
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
The tot-lot is adjacent to Pinecrest Elementary School and is part of the larger Henry
Fine Park, a 27 acre natural area park that boasts a pond, nature trails, and open lawn
areas.
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Yes
Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Routine park maintenance is addressed weekly by park maintenance staff or annually,

No

If no, please explain.

through the budget process, for capital needs.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round.
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
A small tot-lot with poured-in-place unitary surfacing was installed and placed in service
in the fall of 2012. The parking lot for the tot-lot was also completely reconstructed, including curb-and-gutter and repaving. This lot also serves as the parking lot
for the whole of Fine Park. Concrete walkways extend from the parking lot to the tot-lot,
and the lot was striped to include two van-accessible parking spaces. A bike rack, trash
can, and bench were also installed as part of this project. All improvements are universally
accessible and are in excellent condition. They are being maintained in a safe and
accessible fashion.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF04-121

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Northern Tier Trail
PROJECT SCOPE: 5,000 lf, 10' wide asphalt trail from EL Soccer Complex to State Road
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.
There are trail head signs at most of the entry points to the trail

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn-dusk, all year. Trail is plowed but is last priority after roads & public fac.
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
Nearly one (1) mile of 10' wide asphalt trail was constructed in 2005. The project included
split-rail fence and culverts where needed. There is a kiosk and directional signage on the
trail and pavement parkings where therea re road/drive way crossings. This trail section is
in service and open to the public. All items are being maintained in a safe and accessible
fashion. Parking for the trail exists at the East Lansing Soccer Complex and on Kiskadee
Drive in the Hawk Nest subdivision. Both parking areas are in good condition.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF07-087

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: White Park Improvements
PROJECT SCOPE: Park improvements including parking, trails, shelter, softball field
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

Pedestrian bridge and viewing platform have been vandalized several times. Installation
of a trail camera in the area of greatest destruction has reduced the proble.
Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?

If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The improvements to White Park were completed in 2009. All project elements were installed
and remain in service and open to the public. The pedestrian bridge, wildlife viewing
platform and interpretive signage has all be vandalized, requiring extensive repair.
Installation of a trail cameral to monitor the area of greatest destruction has reduced the
problem. Landscape restoration is ongoing as part of our Park Stewardship program. All park
improvements are in good condition and are being maintained in a safe and accessible
fashion.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF08-065

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Hawk Nest Park Development
PROJECT SCOPE: Playground, pavilion, site walkways & 1/3 mile spur of N. Tier Trail
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The development of Hawk Nest Park was completed in 2010. All project elements were installed
and remain in service and open to the public. all pathway surfaces, as installed, are
crusher/fines because of soiles and cost issues.Permission was granted from MDNR to make
this scope change. Natural area enhancements are ongoing as part of our Park Stewardship
program. A trail-head sign and landscaping was installed where the Hawk Nest branch of the
Norther Tier Trail connects to the main portion of the trail. Five (5) interpretive signs
were installed along the 10' wide section of trail. Fie viewing platforms were added to the
grant scope after grant submittal and are installed. All park improvements are in good
condition and are being maintained in a safe and accessible fashion.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF08-140

PROJECT TYPE: Acquisition

PROJECT TITLE: White Park Expansion #2
PROJECT SCOPE: Acquire 1.75 acres adjacent to White Park
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

The site is wooded and undeveloped.

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
The site is wooded wetland. Future plans include installation of a nature trail from
White Park to Lake Lansing Road. There is not timeline for this future development.
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Appendix
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
East Lansing natural areas receive little scheduled maintenance.

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round
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East Lansing Parks & Recreation
APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The purchase of 1.75 acres of land adjacent to White Park was completed in 2009. A natural
walking trail exists from the property to the Park walking trails from Lake Lansing Road.
All land and recreational offerings in White Park are open to the public, are maintained in
a safe and accessible fashion, and are functioning for their intened purpose. The City has
not sold or otherwise disposed of any of the property purchased with this grant or
associated with White Park.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF08-141

PROJECT TYPE: Acquisition

PROJECT TITLE: White Park Expansion #1
PROJECT SCOPE: Acquire 2.93 acres adjacent to White Park
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

The site is a transitional habitat, moving from an old field to wooded, and is
undeveloped.
List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
Future plans include installation of a welcome plaza and connection from White Park,
across Lake Lansing Road, and to the eastern end of the Northern Tier Trail on Towar
Ave. There is no timeline for this future development
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
East Lansing natural areas receive little scheduled maintenance.

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The purchase of 2.93 acres of land adjacent to White Park was completed in 2009. An
abandoned house was located on the property and was demolished in 2010. A natural walking
trail was recently cleared across the property to provide entry from Lake Lansing Road to
the Park walking trails. All land and recreational offerings in White Park are open to the
public, are maintained in a safe and accessible fashion, and are functioning for their
intened purpose. The City has not sold or otherwise disposed of any of the property
purchased with this grant or associated with White Park.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF12-082

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Patriarche Park Playground Replacement
PROJECT SCOPE: Remove and replace playground, poured in place surface, rain garden
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
The Patriarche Park playground is located in the larger, Patriarche Park, the City of
East Lansing's most well know park. Additional facilities in Patriarche Park include:
parking, three baseball fields, one softball field, four tennis courts, volleyball
courts, two restroom facilities, a large picnic pavilion, several small picnic shelters
and assorted picnic areas and playground pieces.
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

The roadways and parking areas are useable but are uneven and often full. The restrooms
and main pavilion are in need of improvement.
Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Yes
Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Routine park maintenance is addressed weekly by park maintenance staff or annually,

No

through the budget process, for larger capital needs.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn to dusk, year round.
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
The playground with poured-in-place unitary surfacing was installed and placed in service in
summer 2014. A donor plaza welcomes visitors to the playground and a large rain garden
collects all storm runoff from the playground and retains it on site. Concrete walkways
extend from the parking lot to the playground, a picnic area, and a plaza with bench and
interpretive sign that overlooks the rain garden. A bike rack, trash cans, and benches were
also installed as part of this project. All improvements are universally accessible and are
in excellent condition. They are being maintained in a safe and accessible fashion.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF95-010

PROJECT TYPE: Acquisition

PROJECT TITLE: Environmental Corridors
PROJECT SCOPE: Purchase 91 acres of land to expand neighborhood & community rec
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Land has been developed to include Family Aquatic Center, EL Softball Complex, Harrison
Meadows Park, EL Soccer Complex, Northern Tier Trail
Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

All land is functioning for its intended purpose. The City has not sold or otherwise
disposed of any of the property purchased under this grant.
Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
East Lansing Soccer Complex
East Lansing Softball Complex
East Lansing Family Aquatic Center
Harrison Meadows Park
Northern Tier Trail
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

Yes No
Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
There isn't a separate maintenance plan for the land, it is included in the maintenance
of the various facilities.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

The Family Aquatic Center and athletic facilities require a fee for use, Harrison Meadows
Park and the Northern Tier Trail are free for use.
What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
EL Parks are open dawn to dusk, athletic facilities are closed in the winter.
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
Ninety-one acres of land were purchased in the northern portion of the City of East Lansing
and were developed into a recreational services core. Facilities found on this property
include the East Lansing Family Aquatic Center, Softball Complex, Soccer Complex and
approximately two (2) miles of trails which traverse the core. All land, amenities and
recreational offerings are open to the public, are maintained in a safe and accessible
fashion, and are functioning for their intended purpose. The City has not sold or otherwise
disposed of any of the property purchased with this grant.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX TWO

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: City of East Lansing
PROJECT NUMBER: TF97-155

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Northern Tier Bike/Hike Trail Phase II
PROJECT SCOPE: Construct trail from Abbot Rd Park to Softball/Aquatic Ctr & Soccer
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

City of East Lansing

Wendy Wilmers Longpre

Asst Parks & Rec Dir

Address

Telephone

410 Abbot Road

517-319-6940

City, State, ZIP

Email

East Lansing, MI, 48823

wlongpr@cityofeastlansing.com

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.
There are trail head signs at most of the entry points to the trail

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis?

Yes

No

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

If no, please explain.

If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Dawn-dusk, all year. Trail is plowed but is last priority after roads & public fac.
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APPENDIX TWO
POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
COMMENTS (ATTACH SEPARATE SHEET IF MORE SPACE IS NEEDED)
A 10' wide, paved bike/hike trail was constructed in 1999 to connect Abbot Road Park, the
East Lansing Softball Complex, the East Lansing Family Aquatic Center, the East Lansing
Soccer Complex, and the Abbot Parkside neighborhood. All of the trail is in service and open
to the public. There are no fees to use the trail and it is maintained in a safe and
accessible fashion. Portions of the trail are beginning to show their age and wear, and will
need attention in the near future.

CERTIFICATION
I do hereby certify that I am duly elected, appointed and/or authorized by the Grantee named above and that the
information and answers provided herein are true and accurate to the best of my personal knowledge, information and
belief.

Wendy Wilmers Longpre
Please print

Grantee Authorized Signature

Date

Please print

Witness Signature

Date

Send completed report to:

POST COMPLETION GRANT INSPECTION REPORTS
GRANTS MANAGEMENT
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
PO BOX 30425
LANSING MI 48909-7925
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APPENDIX FOUR
Park Name
Page
Category
Parks are classified in five ways in East Lansing: Mini-Park, Abbey Road Park ..............................150 ............. (NP)
Abbot Road Park ..............................151 ..............(CP)
Neighborhood Park, Community Park, Linear Park, and
Albert A. White Memorial Park .......153 ..............(CP)
Urban Plazas.
Aqua c Center .................................155 ..............(CP)
Ashton Lakes Park ............................157 ............. (NP)
Mini-Parks (MP)
Avondale Linear Park ........................158 ............ (MP)
These parks range in size from less than half an acre to
Avondale Square Tot Lot ...................159 ............ (MP)
2 acres. They are small and tend to tuck into the local
Bailey Park .......................................160 ............. (NP)
neighborhoods as small greens, some with play lots and
Burcham Park ..................................162 ............. (NP)
benches.
Cli on Triangle Park .........................163 ............ (MP)
Ehinger Park ......................................164 ............ (MP)
Neighborhood Parks (NP)
These parks are approximately 2 to 25 acres in size. They Emerson Park ....................................166 ............. (NP)
Forest Park.........................................168 ............ (MP)
serve an area of about half a mile radius.
Glencairn Park ...................................169 ............. (NP)
Glenhaven Park .................................170 ............ (MP)
Community Parks (CP)
Harrison Meadows Park ....................171 ............. (NP)
Parks of this nature present a major draw in one
Harrison Road Park ............................173 ............ (MP)
way or another for the city and region. Size can be a
Hawk Nest Park .................................174 ..............(CP)
factor, though it is not a determining factor if there are
Henry Fine Park .................................176 ..............(CP)
ameni es that bring people from a broad area. The
Hidden River Park ..............................178 ............ (MP)
three acre Aqua c Center is one example. Some of the
large parks, such as Patriarche and Abbot, are also in this Musselman-Lederbuhr Welcome Pk. 179 ............ (MP)
Norman Foster Smith Park ................180 ............ (MP)
category.
Northern Tail Dog Park ......................181 ..............(CP)
Northern Tier Trail .............................182 .............. (LP)
Linear Parks (LP)
Patriarche Park ..................................184 ..............(CP)
Linear parks, also known as Greenways, are rapidly
Robert S. Shaw Park ..........................186 ............ (MP)
becoming some of the most popular parks, since they
Shaw Watertower Park ......................187 ............ (MP)
link other parks, neighborhoods and commercial areas
together as well as ac ng as use areas in themselves. The Soccer Complex .................................188 ..............(CP)
So ball Complex................................190 ..............(CP)
Northern Tier Trail and its oﬀshoots are examples of this
Stoddard Park ....................................192 ............ (MP)
type of park system.
Tamarisk Park ....................................193 ............. (NP)
Valley Court Park ...............................194 ..............(CP)
Urban Plazas (UP)
In East Lansing, these are small public open spaces in the Wolf Court Park .................................196 ............ (MP)
heart of downtown.

Park Categories
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Abbey Road Park
Inventory
Size: 18.5 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

Passive Natural Areas

W

X

Abbey Road Park is currently an unimproved park area
west of Abbot Road Park.

ek

Marfitt

rtl
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ec

COOLIDGE

Ha
w

Abbey
Rd Park

ksridge

Assessment
•
•

Abbey

Needs and Opportuni es
•

ADA Assessment
Rank: 1
Key Issues: The park is completely un-developed

150

Emergent and/or forested wetlands
Provides key open space for north-west East Lansing

Would benefit from a forest inventory and a forest
and invasive species management plan

Appendix
APPENDIX FOUR
Abbot Road Park
2801 Abbot Road

Inventory

Size: 130 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

ABBOT

Abbot
Road
Park

Bibe r

LAKE LANSING

ADA Assessment
Rank:

2

Key Issues: The Northern Tier Trail is fully accessible, but
the parking lot is not. The nature trails are mowed and/or
unimproved.

Parking Lot

1

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Cross-Country Ski Trails
Unpaved/Nature Trail

X
X

Passive Areas

X

At 130 acres, Abbot Park is the largest park in the City
of East Lansing system. It has one main parking area oﬀ
Abbot Road and a number of other access points from
the Northern Tier Trail. It is bordered by, or in direct
proximity to, a number of other parks in the system,
including the Aqua c Center, the So ball Complex, the
Soccer Complex, and Ashton Lakes Park.
Along with the paved Northern Tier Trail, which runs
north/south and east/west, there are a series of mown
and unimproved trails that weave through the park’s
wooden wetlands and open fields. There is a defined trail
crossing at the Abbot Road/Aqua c Center intersec on
which was signaled in 2011.
As a large wooded area in an urban environment, Abbot
Road Park provides an excellent, quiet respite for the
surrounding residents and for the city as a whole. Bird
boxes are placed throughout the park and a variety of
habitats are accessible by trail. There are some invasive
plants such as buckthorn within the woods. These
could be mi gated with a well-coordinated invasive
management plan.
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Assessment
•

•

•
•
•

The gravel parking lot and entry drive are in poor/fair
condi on depending on weather condi ons with illdefined parking spaces
This park is part of the largest wetland mass within
the City limits and a large por on of the
park is iden fied as an area worthy of conserva on
The miles of mowed and natural surface trails are
sporadically maintained
Trailhead kiosk and sign at parking lot is in poor
condi on
Drains o en contains trash and are overgrown

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop an improvement and management plan,
including forest management.
Mi gate invasive species in the park with a
well-coordinated invasive removal program.
Install interpre ve signage
Maintain trails and clean drain regularly
Perform a trail inventory and assessment, to develop
a trail maintenance and use program
Create ADA parking space and access route
Replace bollards
Upgrade park sign
Upgrade trash can
Install pad beneath bench
Develop interpre ve signage
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Grant History
None
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Albert A. White Memorial Park
555 Pebblebrook Lane

Inventory

Size: 47.81 Acres
Type: Community Park

LAKE LANSING

Albert A. White
Memorial Park

Pe

Harkson

W

ebr
bbl ook

Hit
ch
P o i ng
st

Old
Mill

Be lmonte

Woodland

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:

Parking Lot

2

So ball Field

X

Soccer Field/Mul -Purpose Field
Paved Trails/Walkways

X
X

Cross-Country Ski Trails
Unpaved/Nature Trail

1 mile
1 mile

Decks/Bridges
Passive Natural Areas
Pavillion/Shade Structure

D/B
X
X

Picnic Tables
Benches

X
2

Northern Tier Trail Access

X

Albert A. White Park is nearly 48 acres and is one of the
most diverse parks in the system, with an area of so ball
and soccer fields, a rich and dis nct nature area and
unimproved trail, a large fishing pond, and a sec on of
the Northern Tier Trail. Substan al improvements were
made to White Park in 2009 with funding from a Michigan
Department of Natural Resources, Natural Resources Trust
Fund grant.
Access to White Park is provided via paved parking lots at
the end of Pebblebrook Lane, oﬀ Lake Lansing Road, and
a gravel parking lot oﬀ Abbot Road near the Fire Sta on.
A large pavilion is located on Lake Lansing Road and an
interpre ve nature trail is accessible from the Pebblebrook
Lane parking lot. The so ball/soccer field is adjacent to the
Lake Lansing Road parking lot and the heads of the nature
trails are behind the so ball field backstop.
The nature area in White Park provides diverse habitat
for surrounding wildlife within the urban environment.
There are some invasive plants in the park, but the natural
area is dense with mature plants and trees. The pond is
a dis nct natural feature in the park and blends well with
the surrounding natural area. A wildlife viewing pla orm
overlooks the pond and is accessible from a paved nature
trail, which has three interpre ve stops. There is a bridge
on the east end of the pond that connects to the unpaved
nature trails.
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•
•

Pebblebrook, to the so ball field and the north
parking lot on Lake Lansing Road
Installa on of a welcome plaza on Lake Lansing
Road and a trail connec on from the Lake Lansing
Road parking lot to the welcome plaza (for future
connec on to the northeast terminus of the Northern
Tier Trail).
Repair the asphalt trail where it meets the wildlife
viewing pla orm so that it is fully accessible.
Con nue improvements to the natural trail system.
Assess the need to manage/improve the pond.

•

Stripe parking lot

Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

The park border is confusing and irregular, with much
of the park being surrounded by private property.
There are many access points from private property.
The parking lots are in excellent condi on.
The baseball/soccer field and open play space are in
excellent condi on but the turf is s ll spo y.
A pavilion at Lake Lansing Road and a wildlife viewing
pla orm constructed in 2011, are in excellent
condi on.
An asphalt interpre ve trail was recently installed and
is in overall excellent condi on, but has sunk where
it meets the wildlife viewing pla orm and bridge,
crea ng a rise that is not accessible.
There is erosion along the bank of the pond, between
the interpre ve trail and edge of water.
Natural surface nature trails weave throughout the
park and the main trail was recently cleared and
covered in wood-chips
The majority of White Park is iden fied as wetland
and as an area worthy of conserva on with a PCA of
1-6.
The forest has a good deal of windfall and vines.
A 2013 Forest Management Plan provides a detailed
inventory and assessment of the quality and
condi on of the natural habitats of the park.
A 2011 pond study indicated that the pond is very
produc ve but shallow.
The esker is a unique natural feature for this area.

Needs and Opportuni es
•

•
•
•
•
•

Con nue to pursue acquisi on of proper es to
expand the park, fill in private in-holdings, and clarify
the park boundary.
Survey park boundary and install permanent, visible
property markers.
Invest in turf development on the recrea on fields
and regular maintenance of the pavilion.
Expansion of interpre ve trail system
Implementa on of Forest Management Plan including
an invasive plant eradica on program.
Upgrades to connect the south parking lot on
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•

•

Grant History
Grant Number: TF07-087
● Year: 2007
● Project Descrip on: Improvements to 48-acre Albert
A. White Park, to include parking, trail, picnic shelter,
wildlife viewing pla orm, pedestrian bridge, interpre ve
and park signage, so ball field, and landscape
restora on.
● Status: Closed
Grant Number: TF08-141
● Year: 2008
● Acquisi on of 2.93 acres adjacent to White Park to
expand the park, eliminate a private property in-holding,
and provide a loca on for a trailhead/park entry plaza
and addi onal connec ons to the pedestrian/bicycle
system.
● Status: Closed
Grant Number: TF08-140
● Year: 2008
● Acquisi on of 1.75 acres adjacent to White Park to
provide future pedestrian access to the park from the
north.
● Status: Closed
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Aqua c Center
6400 Abbot Road

Inventory

Size: 3 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

Aquatic
Ctr

Parking Lot

X

Pond

X

Outdoor Swimming Pool
Restroom

X
X

Pavillion/Shade Structure
Picnic Tables

X
X

Benches
Concessions
Drinking Fountain

X
X
X

Northern Tier Trail Access
Ligh ng

X
X

ABBOT

The Family Aqua c Center is a 3-acre por on of a 63
acre park acquired by the City of East Lansing in 1997.
Construc on began in July of 2000 and the Aqua c
Center opened Memorial Weekend, 2001. The Family
Aqua c Center ameni es include a zero depth entry pool,
water slides (body slide, tube slide, youth frog slide),
diving board, interac ve water play structures, areas
for sunbathing, and a wet/dry sand play area. Bather
changing facili es are available along with a concession
building, first aid area, admissions area and facility
administra on area.

ADA Assessment
Rank: 4
Key Issues: Facility is fully accessible

A drop slide was added in 2004 along with addi onal
shade canopies. The East Lansing Rotary Club began
a fund-raising campaign in the fall of 2006 to add a
splash pad to the Aqua c Center, which was dedicated
and opened in 2008. A shade structure was added over
the concession picnic area in 2010 and the concession
building itself was expanded and fully renovated in 2013.
The center is open from June un l Labor Day. There is an
entry fee and lifeguards are on duty at all mes.
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Assessment

Grant History
Grant Number: TF95-010
● Year: 1995
● Project Descrip on: Acquisi on of 91 acres of land to
expand neighborhood and community recrea on,
and to link City parklands and neighborhoods with a
pedestrian and bike path system.
● Status: Closed
Grant Number: CM99-264
● Year: 1999
● Project Descrip on: Construc on of parking facili es
and roadway improvements for the new soccer
complex and for the so ball/aqua cs complex.
● Status: Closed
●

Needs and Opportuni es
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Ashton Lakes Park
Inventory
Size: 7.6 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

W

Marfitt

y
A b be

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Passive Natural Area

X

Ashton Lakes Park is a mainly wooded area that adjoins
Abbot Road Park in its southwest corner. It is separated
from Abbot Park by a drainage way and the Northern Tier
Trail runs along its Northern edge.

Ashton
Lakes
Park

Assessment
•
•
•

LAK
E

LAN
SIN
G

Forested uplands and wetlands
Buckthorn and other invasives
Drainage way becomes clogged with natural and
other debris.

Needs and Opportuni es
•

Would benefit from a forest inventory, and a forest
and invasive species management plan.

ADA Assessment
Rank:

1

Key Issues: The park is completely un-developed

Grant History
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Avondale Linear Park
Corner of Virginia Avenue
and Burcham Drive

Inventory
Passive Natural Areas

Size: 0.11 Acres
Type: Linear Park

X

Avondale Linear Park is a narrow park along Burcham
Drive, between Virginia and Lexington. It provides open
space for the Avondale Square Neighborhood.

ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Key Issues: Bench can be accessed but there is no pad
for wheelchair bound persons next to bench

Assessment
•

Bench was installed in 2010 is excellent condi on

Needs and Opportuni es
•
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Ongoing maintenance
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Avondale Square
Inventory
Size: 0.09 Acres
Type: Mini Park / Play Lot
BURCHAM

W

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Tot Lot

X

Benches

X

Virginia

Avondale Square Tot Lot has benches and two small play
structures with a sidewalk and plan ngs.

Assessment
•

Park was constructed in 2010 and is in
excellent condi on

Avondale
Square
Park

Needs and Opportuni es
ADA Assessment
Rank:

•

Ongoing maintenance

4

Key Issues: Park is fully accessible. Tot lot has loose fill
surfacing
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Bailey Park
300 Bailey Street

Inventory

Size: 3.77 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

Linden

Bailey

Collingwo od

Bailey Park
2.19 Acres

Bailey Bldg
1.58 Acres

Ann

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:
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Parking Lot

X

Soccer Field/Mul -Purpose Field

X

Playground
Tot Lot

X
X

Picnic Tables
Benches

X
7

Bailey Park is situated in the heart of the downtown
Bailey neighborhood. There are open lawn areas for
soccer and other uses, and play structures of various
kinds to accommodate children from 2 to 12 years of age.
A four foot high chain link fence surrounds it on three
sides, with the Bailey Community Center to the south.
The mixture of sun and shade is well balanced in this
park.
A por on of the South half of Bailey Park contains an
assortment of asphalt paved areas that are in poor
condi on and arranged haphazardly. There are play
structures set up in three dis nct loca ons specifically for
diﬀerent age groups. The separa on is for good purpose,
though it makes it diﬃcult for parental supervision.
Bailey Park provides the outdoor play space for the City of
East Lansing childcare and summer camp programs. It is
heavily used in this capacity making its maintenance and
upkeep of paramount importance. The State of Michigan
day care licensing requires that all playgrounds used by
licensed programs meet playground safety standards.
CLARIFICATION: Due to ques ons raised regarding the
Bailey Park boundaries, the site map on this page was
changed a er the 2015 Plan was adopted by City Council.
The site map now shows the full park boundary with the
green space and developed space clearly marked.
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Assessment
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Open lawn areas are in good condi on and por ons
are used for soccer prac ce
Play structures are in four loca ons throughout the
park and are showing wear from age and extensive
use by childcare program
Playground safety surfacing is wood chips
Chain link fence surrounding the park is in fair
condi on, gates are in fair to poor condi on
Assortment of asphalt paved areas are haphazardly
located and sized, and are in poor condi on
Two picnic tables and one bench are metal powder
coated, three benches have wood slat seats and back
The parking lot is in very poor condi on
The dumpster enclosure is in poor condi on

Grant History
None

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•

Conduct a playground safety assessment and develop
an implementa on plan
Remove and replace asphalt surfacing to be er serve
the park needs
Replace chain link fenching and gates
Replace wood benches with metal ones or replace
wood slats with recycled lumber slats.
Replace dumpster enclosure
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Burcham Road Park
2701 Burcham Drive

Inventory

W
BURCHAM

Burcham
Park

Parking Lot

X

Unpaved/Nature Trail

X

Passive/Natural Areas

X

Burcham Park is a capped landfill and is currently a DEQ
regulated park area with only certain uses allowed. It lies
on the border of East Lansing and Meridian Township. On
its North half, Burcham Park has a large, open area with a
gentle slope down to houses on the southeast side. The
south half of the park is a nice mature woodland.

Whistler

Park Lake

Blue Haven

Raphael

Amber

Timberlane

Size: 23.9 Acres
Type: Community Park

Assessment
•
•
•

Blue Haven

Needs and Opportuni es

ADA Assessment
Rank:

1

•

Key Issues: Park is undeveloped
•
•
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Northern half of the park is pleasant and has been
le unmoved.
Surrounding nieghborhoods use the open area as a
dog run.
Methane relase columns are found throughout the
north half of the park

Develop an improvement and forest management
plan
Mi gate invasive species
This park has been iden fied as a poten al loca on
for a community solar project.
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Cli on Triangle
Grand River and Cli on Blvd.

Inventory

Size: 0.5 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

Passive Natural Areas

W

X

Cli on Park Triangle is a small park area less than one
acre in size that serves as a passive greenspace. It is
mostly mown lawn with a small wooden planter.

Assessment
•

Planter is in fair condi on

GR
A

ND

n
ifto
Cl

Center

Clifton
Triangle
Park

RIV

ER

Needs and Opportuni es
ADA Assessment
Rank:

•

Remove and replace planter

1

Key Issues:

This park is undeveloped
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Ehinger Park
315 Chesterfield Parkway

Inventory

Size: 0.8 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W
d
el
rfi
te
es
Ch

Ehinger
Park

Crese

nwood

ADA Assessment
Rank:

2

Key Issues: The main park feature, the playground, is
accessible but the steep slope from the road into the park
is a barrier for use.
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Playground

X

Tot Lot

X

Picnic Tables
Benches

X
2

Ehinger Park is a peaceful and pleasant park nestled into
a small bowl in the neighborhood. It is surrounded by
houses and mature trees ring the park. A central low area
retains water a er rains. The slope that enters the park
from Chesterfield Parkway is steep and mostly devoid
of vegeta on. This is a poten al erosion hazard. The
neighborhood children use this as a sledding hill in winter.
There is no barrier-free access.
Ehinger Park saw substan al improvement in 2010 and
2011. Engineered fiber mulch was installed under the
exis ng play structures and expanded to make room
for 3 new pieces of play equipment. The stairs from
Chesterfield Parkway into the park were replaced, under
drainage repaired and the play house was removed.
These improvements were a substan al upgrade to the
park.
A walkway is needed from the road to the playground but
there is strong neighborhood opposi on to any further
hardscape in the park.
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Assessment
•

The park is shaded with mature trees

Grant History
Grant Number:
● Year: 2010 CDBG
● Project Descrip on: Playground improvements
● Status: Closed

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•

Trees need to be trimmed to reduce the amount of
shade in the park and clear out the dead branches
Accessible pathway from the road to the playground
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Emerson Park
Arbor Drive North of
Trowbridge Road

Inventory

Size: 2.7 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

W
Tanager

Parking Lot

X

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Playground
Grills

X
X

Benches
Drinking Fountain

4
X

Ligh ng

X

Arbor

JD Emerson
Park

ADA Assessment
Rank: 2
Key Issues: Pathway across park is hardsurface
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Emerson Park is a 2 ½ acre park that oﬀers a good
balance of sun and shade. It is buﬀered from the road
by a stand of mature spruce and has mature trees
throughout. A children’s play area is well placed in
the shade and a lighted paved path bisects the park,
connec ng Arbor Street and the Red Cedar School. There
are open areas used for ac ve and passive recrea on.
The parking area holds four cars and is on a rela vely
steep upward slope directly oﬀ of Arbor Street.
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Assessment
•
•
•

Grant History

Parking area and walkway are worn, cracked and
heaving
There are seven pieces of playground equipment and
all are worn with minimal safety surfacing
One bench has wooden slat seats that are plintered
and bench is only +/- 10” oﬀ the ground

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•

All playground equipment is well past its reasonable
life and should be removed and replaced.
Playground safety inspect
Redevelop Park
Replace walkway
Replace parking area
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Forest Park
735 Forest

Inventory

Size: 1.5 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

W
Southlawn

Fo
r

Passive Natural Areas

X

Mul -Purpose Field

X

Forest Park is a small green park of less than half an acre
nestled in a downtown neighborhood. Large mature trees
throughout the park give the appearance that it is an
extension of the adjoining private lot, not a public space.

e

st

Sunset

Forest
Prk

Assessment
•
•

Needs and Opportuni es

ADA Assessment
Rank:

1

Key Issues: This park is undeveloped
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A rac ve forested lot
Provides open space in mature neighborhood with
small lots and large homes.

•
•

Delinea on/defini on as a public park
Tree management
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Glencairn Park
920 Northlawn

Inventory

Size: 1.5 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

W

Glencairn
Park

Soccer Field/Mul -purpose Field

X

Tennis Court

1

Benches

2

Glencairn Park is adjacent to Glencairn School, directly
adjoining the play structures on school property. The
city property is a mul -use soccer field in a low area of
poor drainage. It has been drain led, but it s ll holds
water a er a rain. The area is ac vely used by the school
children.
There is an a rac ve neighborhood bu erfly garden
at the sign along Glencairn Street. There are also two
benches on the site.

n

Oakwood

No rthlaw

Assessment
•

Benches have wooden slat seats and backs; one sits
above the standard height for comfortable sea ng.

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•

Remove tennis courts
Remove split rail fence aroudn tree
Repair benches
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Glenhaven Park
Glenhaven Avenue at
Harrison Avenue

Inventory
Passive Natural Areas

X

Size: 0.8 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Glenhaven Park is a small, well maintained passive park
surrounded by a sidewalk and streets on all sides as well
as neighborhood homes.
Wildwood

Assessment

Gl
en
ha
ve
n

Glenhaven
Park

Needs and Opportuni es
•

ADA Assessment
Rank: 1
Key Issues: Undeveloped park
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Ongoing maintenance
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Harrison Meadows Park
1700 Roxburgh Avenue
Size: 50.2 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

W

r ic

ke

t

Harrison
Meadow
Park

C

Roxb

h
urg

ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Key Issues:
swing set

Need paved connec on to pavilion and

Inventory
Parking Lot

2

Basketball Court

1

Paved Trails/Walkways
Pond

X
X

Playground
Passive Natural Areas

X
X

Pavillion/Shade Structure
Picnic Tables
Northern Tier Trail Access

X
X
X

Harrison Meadows Park is a popular mul -use area
adjacent to the Northern Tier Trail. It’s one of the few
wildlife parks in the city and has a large natural area that
is visible from the paved trail running through it. There
are play structures near the parking area and a basketball
court that is in excellent condi on. This area a racts
numerous birds due to the low/medium growth shrubs,
open fields, and low lands, with surrounding mature
trees. There are bird boxes placed throughout. The
parking area is on Roxburgh and is circular with parking
around the perimeter.
Harrison Meadows Park is one of the eight city parks
that are linked to the linear Northern Tier Trail and
is being ac vely managed under the Environmental
Stewardship program. Volunteers have cleared XX acres
of buckthorn and planted XX trees with the help of funds
and volunteers from MSUFCU. A bu erfly garden on the
eastern end of the park and perennial raised berm north
of the parking lot are also maintained by volunteers.
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Assessment
•

Paved surfaces are in good condi on

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•

Crack seal and stripe parking lot
Re-stripe basketball court
Reroof pavilion and seal all exposed wood
Install paved walkway to playground, pavilion and
swings
Replace playground edging and wood bollards as
needed
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Grant History
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Harrison Road Park
Corner of Harrison Road
and Oak Street

Inventory

Size: 0.44 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Passive Natural Areas

X

Benches

2

HARRISON

Harrison Road Park is a small mini-park, less than ½
acre in size. It has a open space toward the North that
contains several benches. The southern end of the
park contains a detailed brick area that is only par ally
developed. It is adjacent to the busy Harrison Road.

Harrison
Rd Park

Assessment
•
•
Oak

•
•

ADA Assessment
Rank:

A rac ve open space with lawn and trees
Odd, par ally finished brink walkway on south side of
the park
Provides needed green space in a historic
neighborhood
Provides a buﬀer between residen al development
and the four lane Harrison Road

3

Key Issues: Park is mostly undeveloped. A paved
walkway around a focal tree is accessible

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•

Finish walkway
Iden fy space as a park
Develop focal feature
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Hawk Nest Park
3750 Kiskadee Drive

Inventory

Size: 20.18 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park
Caracara

W

a dee

Plover

Kis k

S he

Hawk
Nest
Park

r
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i

a rw
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Puffin

ADA Assessment
Rank:

4

Key Issues:

Park and all features are fully accessible

Parking Lot

2

Mul -Purpose Field

X

Tennis Court
Paved Trails/Walkways

2
X

Cross-Country Ski Trails
Unpaved/Nature Trail

1 mile
1 mile

Pond
Tot Lot
Bridges

.5 acre
X
2

Passive Areas
Benches

X
X

Drinking Fountain

1

Hawk Nest Park is 22 acres of land in the center of
the Hawk Nest Condominium Community. It is the
northernmost park in the City of East Lansing system and
is connected to the Northern Tier Trail north of Coleman
Road. Over 40 single family homes abut Hawk Nest Park
on three sides and the fourth side abuts the Hawk Hollow
Golf Course. Five parking spaces are located on Kiskadee
Drive and there are four access points into the park, one
each oﬀ of Kiskadee Drive, Whimbrel Way, Buteo Drive
and Shearwater Lane.
In 2008, a Master Plan for Hawk Nest Park was developed
and approved. It included a 10’ wide extension of the
Northern Tier Trail through the park, a playground, picnic
pavilion, interpre ve signage, wildlife viewing points,
internal pathways to connect key park elements, and a
na ve habitat restora on project.
In 2009, the City of East Lansing was successful in
securing a Michigan Department of Natural Resources,
Natural Resources Trust Fund grant to develop Hawk Nest
Park. The Park was constructed in 2010, and the na ve
habitat restora on, which is expected to take three to
five years, is underway.
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Assessment

Grant History
Grant Number: TF08-065
● Year: 2008
● Project Descrip on: A one-third mile spur of the
Northern Tier Trail, playground, picnicpavilion,
accessible site walkways, and signage.
● Status: Closed

Needs and Opportuni es

1
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Henry Fine Park
Winchester at Crown Boulevard

Inventory

Size: 27 Acres
Type: Neighborhood Park

wo
od

W
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Henry
Fine
Park

F ox
Hills

Win chester

Ra m

bl e

Blanchette

ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Key Issues: Main features in the park are fully accessible
but the nature trails are not accessible
Parking for Henry Fine Park is found at Winchester and
Crown Boulevard. It was rebuilt in 2012, along with the
tot lot and walkways, which are now fully accessible. The
tot lot is the City of East Lansing’s first playground to use
poured in place surfacing.
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Parking Lot

2

Mul -Purpose Field

X

Tennis Court
Paved Trails/Walkways

2
X

Cross-Country Ski Trails
Unpaved/Nature Trail

1 mile
1 mile

Pond
Tot Lot
Bridges

.5 acre
X
2

Passive Areas
Benches

X
X

Drinking Fountain

1

Henry Fine Park is a 27 acre community park located
in the northwest quadrant of the City of East Lansing.
It is one of the larger parks in the City’s system and is
completely surrounded by the single family homes of the
Pinecrest Neighborhood.
Henry Fine Park is horseshoe shaped and its features
range from formal recrea on facili es on the southeast,
to wooded wetlands in the southwest, and open lawn
areas with trees to the north. Shallow forested and nonforested wetlands shelter a small pond in the center
of the park, and a drainage canal runs along the parks
northern boundary.
The natural features of Henry Fine Park include an
emergent marsh and an area of southern shrub-carr.
Much of the southwest quarter of the park is dominated
by a low land hardwood (Silver Maple) swamp with a
small adjacent Red Oak mesic forest.
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Assessment
•
•
•
•
•

•

Erosion along drainage swale
Tennis courts are unuseable
Variety of habitats, invasive species throughout
Pond a rac ve but not accessible to those with
limited mobility
Chain link fence surrounding the pond has
fallen down in areas and no longer secures the
perimeter of the pond
Two wooden bridges; one in very poor condi on

Grant History
Grant Number: RP11-409
● Year: 2011
● Project Descrip on: Development to include removal
of obsolete play equipment and replacement, install
edging and adequate safety surface material and
install accessible walkway to tot lot.
● Status: These ameni es remain and are in good
condi on.
● Photo: See photo below of the tot lot.

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grading and landscaping along swale
Invasive species management throughout
Improve/create access to the pond
Remove tennis courts
Add interpre ve signage
Remove fence around pond
Nature trail improvements to improve accessibility
Replace wooden bridge and seal second wooden
bridge
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Hidden River Park
1735 Mt. Vernon Avenue

Inventory

Size: 0.2 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

Hidden
River
Park

Moorland

W

Mount Vernon

Tot Lot

X

Picnic Tables

X

Benches

2

Hidden River Park is the newest and smallest East Lansing
Park. Formally dedicated in 2007, this .2 acre mini-park
is located at the intersec on of Moorland Street and Mt.
Vernon Avenue in the Southeast Marble Neighborhood.
It plays host to several very mature and beau ful spruce
trees which share the east half of the site with a lawn
area.
In 2008, a Master Plan for Hidden River Park was
developed. The theme for the park is that of a “Natural
Playground”, which is an environmentally sensi ve
playground with natural play elements.
The first por on of this park was installed in 2009 and
included a limestone pathway loop and a large stone
climbing elements within a sand bed. In 2011 a small
swing set was installed and benches were installed in
2012 and 2013.

Assessment
ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Drainage from teh neighborhood on the west has
caused erosion in the park
● The sand area is surrounded with a wooden edge
●

Key Issues: Features in the park are fully accessible
but the benches do not have pads adjacent to them for
wheelchair parking

Needs and Opportuni es
●
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Ongoing upkeep of sand area and limestone pathway
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Musselman/Ledebuhr Welcome Park
1501 East Grand River Avenue

Inventory

Size: 0.5 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

HAGADORN

W

Passive Natural Area

X

Benches

1

The Musselman-Lederbuhr Welcome Park is a small, well
maintained park. It is a diﬀeren a on point between
Meridian Township and the entrance into East Lansing.
A lot of care is taken with this park and there is much
a en on to detail such as dis nct paving and plan ngs.
There are three benches in the park and a “Welcome to
East Lansing” sign.

Assessment
Welcome
Park

GR
AN
DR

IVE

Park creates an a rac ve welcome into East Lansing
● Gardens are a rac ve but overgrown and weedy
●

R

ADA Assessment
Rank:

Needs and Opportuni es

4

Key Issues: The pathway disec ng the park is paved

Renovate the gardens to remove overgrown
landscaping and replace with appropriate material
● Ongoing maintenance
●
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Norman Foster Smith Park/Orchard Street Pumphouse Park
368 Orchard Street

Inventory

Size: 0.4 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

ha
rd

W

Orc

Linden

NF Smith
Park

Parking Lot

2

Picnic Tables

X

Benches

5

Norman Foster Smith Park is a pleasant well kept park
in Bailey neighborhood. The Pumphouse building on the
site has a lot of character and charm, par cularly from
the Orchard Street Side. There is a good balance on the
site between open space and a unique historic building.
An interes ng sculpture is located on the north side of
the building and there is a plaque mounted on a stone.
There are no dogs allowed in the park and the open area
is large enough for ac ve recrea on on a small scale.

Assessment

Chittenden

•
•
•
•

A rac ve lawn and green space
Sculpture is hidden under overgrown landscaping
Pumphouse building is used as a community center
and gathering space
Benches and picnic talbes have wood seats and backs
and are splintered

ADA Assessment
Rank:

1

Needs and Opportuni es

Key Issues: Park is an undeveloped lawn space
•
•
•
•
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Iden fy space as a park
Remove overgrown landscaping
Develop master plan for site
Repair/replace benches and picnic tables
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Northern Tail Dog Park
6400 Abbot Road

Inventory

Size: 1.2 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

Playground

X

Passive Natural Areas

X

Northern Tier Trail Access

X

The East Lansing Northern Tail Dog Park is located just
North of the so ball complex. It is a 2 ½ acre area
designated for oﬀ-leash dog play. The dog park was
constructed in 2007 and is delineated by 6 foot tall chain
link fence. The park contains signage, landscaping and
doggy do sta ons.

Northern Tail
Dog Park

Assessment
•
•
•
•

ADA Assessment
Rank:

Needs and Opportuni es

2

Key Issues: Gravel access walkway to main entry is too
steep to be accessible. There is no paved walkway into
second entrance. There are no paved walkways in park.

Turf in the park is extensively worn
Low, bare areas near the main entry become filled
with water and are muddy during spring and fall
Trees in the main area of the park are being damaged
by the dogs
Open access and not fee to use the park

•
•
•
•
•

Water source
Small dog area
Paved access route to the North park entrance
Regrade, fill in low spots, reseed and rest turf
Swipe card system to monitor and regulate use
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Northern Tier Trail
Size: 4.5 Miles
Type: Community Park

Inventory

Coolidge Road

Coleman Road

Chandler Road

Hun
Stresaker
et

State Road

Lake

Gossard Ave

nue

Abbey Road

Lansi
ng R
oad

Abbot Road

Harrison Road

Coolidge Road

Lake Lan
sin

g Road

Towar Avenue

Chandler Road

County Line
Road

Birch Row Drive

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Unpaved/Natural Trails

X

Interpre ve Trails
Bridges/Decks

X
B

Benches

X

The Northern Tier Trail is a 4.5 mile linear parkway
connec ng nine diﬀerent City of East Lansing park sites
and providing a route for non-motorized movement
throughout the City. The Trail has a main north-south
spine that runs parallel to and west of Abbot Road from
State Road on the north to ½ mile south of Lake Lansing
Road. There are two primary east-west branches to the
trail. The northern east-west branch extends from Abbey
Road on the west to Tower Avenue on the East and
the southern east-west branch extends from Harrison
Road/Cricket Lane on the west to Pebblebrook Lane on
the east. South of the East Lansing Fire Sta on, the trail
becomes part of the urban street network. The en re
trail system is 10’ wide asphalt and handicap accessible.

Lake Lansing Road

There are seven designated parking areas from which
visitors can access the Northern Tier Trail. In addi on,
there are innumerable ways to access the trail by foot
from surrounding proper es.

ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Key Issues: Primarily accessible

The Northern Tier Trail system was constructed over
seven years, beginning with the main trunk in 1999 and
ending with the most recent extension of the trail to
State Road which was completed in 2006. It traverses
the Sanderson and Remy Chandler drains, providing a
protec ve buﬀer for the drain system.
Much of the trail system is in good condi on, especially
the newer sec ons. However, there is a large amount of
trail that is either in need of re-construc on now, or will
need re-construc on soon, due to its age or the condi on
of the sub-soils.
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Grant History
Grant Number: TF97-155
● Year: 1997
● Project Descrip on: Phase II of the Northern Tier
Bike/Hike Trail connec ng Abbo Road Park with
the East Lansing So ball and Aqua cs Center, the
East Lansing Soccer Complex and the Abbo Parkside
neighborhood.
● Status: Closed

Needs and Opportuni es

Grant Number: TF04-121
● Year: 2004
● Development of a 5,000 LF, 10 foot wide asphalt trail.
This project extends the 3.5 mile Northern Tier Trail
system from the East Lansing Soccer Complex to State
Road.
● Status: Closed
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Patriarche Park
960 Alton

Inventory

Size: 38.7 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

SAGINAW

Alton

Patriarche
Park

k
W ic

King

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:

rn H
Lante

ill

Parking Lot

X

So ball Field

1

Baseball Field
Soccer Field/Mul -purpose Field

3
3

Volleyball Court
Basketball Court

X
1

Tennis Courts
Paved Trails/Walkways
Playground

4
X
X

Tot Lot
Passive Natural Areas

X
X

Restroom
Pavillion/Shade Structure

2
4

Picnic Tables
Grills

100
21

Benches
Drinking Fountains

X
3

Ligh ng

X

Patriarche Park is one of the largest and oldest parks in
the City of East Lansing parks system. It is by far the most
popular and well known. Patriarche Park is more akin to
a regional park than a community park and sees tens of
thousands of visitors annually for family picnics, company
picnics, gradua on par es and all other assortment of
outdoor gatherings. It is the loca on of the East Lansing
Rotary Club’s annual Pancakes in the Park fundraiser,
and the East Lansing/Okemos Kiwanis annual Chicken
Barbecue fundraiser.
Patriarche Park began as a campground and has grown
into a community park with an impressive number of
uses. Developed ameni es are sca ered throughout
Patriarche Park’s open lawn areas and the northeastern
third of the Park is heavily wooded. Picnic tables and
grills are sca ered throughout the park and a pump
sta on and maintenance garage are also found on site.
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•
•

Park is looking old and dated, and is extensively worn
Connec on of the use areas and traﬃc pa erns are
confusing and ineﬃcient
• Circula on is awkward for both cars and people
• Restrooms are outdated and worn
• Maintenance facility loca on and design need
reassessment
• Much of the play equipment is old and out of date
• Baseball fields are poorly drained, with ill defined
infields, inadequate fencing, and irregular ou ields
• Tennis courts are cracked
• Pavilion roof is in poor condi on
• Trails in wooded nature area are irregular
• Natural area is unmanaged and contains a good deal
of dead or dying vegeta on
• Many trees throughout the Park are in poor
condi on, with limited to no protec on of the
roots/drip zone.
• In 2014, the wooden play structure in the park
was removed and replaced by a modern play structure
that met all safety and accessibility standards. The
new structure was designed, built and funded by the
community, through a partnership with the Rotary Club
of East Lansing.

Grant History
Grant Number: TF12-082
• Year: 2012
•

Replace the exis ng wooden structure with a modern
play structure that meets current safety and
accessibility standards. Install a rain garden to collect
run-oﬀ from the playground on site.

•

Status: Ac ve

Needs and Opportuni es
•

Develop comprehensive re-development and
improvement plan
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Robert S. Shaw Park
Northlawn Avenue between
Westlawn and Rosewood Avenues

Inventory

Size: 1.3 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Playground

X

Passive Natural Area

X

Grills
Benches

X
2

Shaw Park is a pleasant 1.3 acre neighborhood mixed
use park. There is an open area large enough for a small
soccer field and other uses simultaneously, as well as a
play structure and a picnic table and grill. It has a slightly
sloping entry oﬀ of Northlawn.

Northlawn

Westlawn

Robert
Shaw Park

Stuart

•

ADA Assessment
2

Key Issues: Park is level but has no accessible walkways
to features
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•

Mul -use play structure is newer but other pieces are
older

Needs and Opportuni es
Centerlawn

Rank:

Assessment

Ongoing maintenance
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Shaw Water Towar Park
1065 Presco Drive

Inventory

Size: 0.5 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

Shaw Water
Tower Park

Prescott

W

Playground

X

Tot Lot

X

Benches
Drinking Fountain

2
X

Shaw Watertower Park is a small well tended half acre
neighborhood park. It is located on the corner of Presco
Drive and Chartweel Duel Carriage Ways and its original
use was land for one of the City of East Lansing’s water
towers. Its mul -use play structure rests in the shade of
the water tower.

Assessment
•
•
Chartwell Carr

Needs and Opportuni es

ADA Assessment
Rank:

3

Playground equipment is newer and in fairly good
condi on
Edging and retaining walls around the park are wood
4x4’s and will need maintenance

•

Upkeep on edging and park structures

Key Issues: Need to add walkways to key park features
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Soccer Complex
3700 Coleman Road

Inventory

Avocet
Anhinga

Kiskadee

Shearwater

Size: 32 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

Cole m an

Soccer
Complex

ADA Assessment
Rank:

4

Key Issues: Complex features are fully accessible

188

Parking Lot

X

So ball Field

1

Baseball Field
Soccer Field/Mul -purpose Field

3
3

Volleyball Court
Basketball Court

X
1

Tennis Courts
Paved Trails/Walkways
Playground

4
X
X

Tot Lot
Passive Natural Areas

X
X

Restroom

X

The East Lansing Soccer Complex is located in the
northern er adjacent to Abbot Park and the Northern
Tier Trail. Since the development of the complex in 1998,
the City of East Lansing has diligently worked with the
community to provide con nuous enhancements to
the soccer complex. Seven soccer fields and a parking
lot were built in phase I. During Phase II addi onal
improvements included fencing, scoreboards, bleachers,
and goals. Phase III added sidewalks and a concession/
restroom building with an open-air pavilion. Phase IV
began in fall of 2006 with the ligh ng of one field, wind
screens and addi onal bleacher sea ng and concluded
with the addi on of a team locker room, press boxes and
an admissions booth. Phase IV was completed in 2008.
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Grant History
Grant Number: TF95-010
● Year: 1995
● Project Descrip on: Acquisi on of 91 acres of land to
expand neighborhood and community recrea on,
and to link City parklands and neighborhoods with a
pedestrian and bike path system.
● Status: Closed

Needs and Opportuni es

Grant Number: CM99-264
● Year: 1999
● Project Descrip on: Construc on of parking facili es
and roadway improvements for the new soccer
complex and for the so ball/aqua cs complex.
● Status: Closed
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So ball Complex
6408 Abbot Road

Inventory

Size: 63 Acres
Type: Community Park

W

ADA Assessment
Rank:

4

Key Issues: Park features are fully accessible
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Towar

Gossard

Softball
Complex

Parking Lot

X

So ball Field

4

Paved Trails/Walkways
Passive Natural Areas

X
X

Restroom
Pavillion/Shade Structure

X
X

Picnic Tables
Benches
Concessions

X
X
X

Drinking Fountain
Northern Tier Trail Access

X
X

Ligh ng

X

The So ball Complex as built in 1999 and is adjacent to
the Aqua c Center on the East side of Abbot Road in the
Northern er. There are four so ball fields, a centrally
located concession stand, a mul -purpose open space,
ligh ng, and picnic areas. A spur of the Northern Tier
Trail runs adjacent to the complex. It is wrapped in by
a forested area on three sides and shares a centrally
located parking lot. Community Gardens are located just
East of the so ball fields and the Northern Tail Dog Park
is adjacent to the Northern Field. A 6’ tall wood fence
spans the en re south border of the park.
Access to the so ball fields and concession building is via
a 12’ wide concrete walkway. A small bronze statue of a
ba er boy welcomes visitors to the Complex.

Appendix
APPENDIX FOUR
Assessment
•

•
•
•

The so ball park is 15 years old and beginning to
show wear, especially por ons o he fence and
backstops
Team benches are wood planks and wood planks line
the bo om 3’ of the backstop
Scoreboards are located in the center ou ield of each
field just outside the fence line.
The complex is lit by 22’ to 50’ tall field lights

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
•

Playground structure
Fence repair/replacement program
Dugout covers/roofs
Scoreboard replacement program
Replace wooden boards at base of backstop and on
benches

Grant History
Grant Number: TF95-010
● Year: 1995
● Project Descrip on: Acquisi on of 91 acres of land to
expand neighborhood and community recrea on,
and to link City parklands and neighborhoods with a
pedestrian and bike path system.
● Status: Closed
Grant Number: CM99-264
● Year: 1999
● Project Descrip on: Construc on of parking facili es
and roadway improvements for the new soccer
complex and for the so ball/aqua cs complex.
● Status: Closed
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Stoddard Park
343 Stoddard Avenue

Inventory

Size: 2 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Stoddard

Stoddard
Park

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Tot Lot

X

Passive Natural Areas

X

Grills

X

Benches
Drinking Foundain

3
X

Stoddard Park is a two acre L-shaped park in the midst
of a residen al/student neighborhood. There is a good
mix of open space, shade and play structures and a paved
concrete path weaves through the park east to west.
The main play structures are rela vely old and in poor
condi on on the north side of the path. There is a large
rectangular open space on the southwest side of the
property. There are mature trees throughout the park.

Assessment
Albert

ADA Assessment
Rank:

•
•
•
•

3

Key Issues: Paved walkway through park. No walkways
to park features.

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•
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All park features are worn and dated
Park provides a rare open space in a historic
neighborhood with small houses
Lawn shows extensive signs of use as a dog park
All features are worn with minimal safety surfacing

Tree management
Park redevelopment plan
Remove and replace playground equipement
Replace slats on wooden bench
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Tamarisk Park
1960 Tamarisk Drive

Inventory

Size: 1.5 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Tamarisk
k
aris
Tam
w
ndy
Bra

ine

Soccer Field/Mul -purpose Field

X

Basketball Court
Playground

X
X

Passive Natural Area
Grills

X
X

Benches

6

Tamarisk Park is a small 1.5 acre park located in the
neighborhood. It is a few blocks from Harrison Meadows
Park and has a good balance between placement of
play equipment and open areas. There is parking on
the street, nice shaded areas, and a beau ful weeping
willow in the center of the park. A basketball court is on
the North side of Tamarisk Park; fairly close to a mul
use play structure; and enough lawn area for two soccer
goals. Mul ple pieces of play equipment are sca ered
throughout the park.

Assessment
•

ADA Assessment

•
•

All pices of play equipment are in poor condi on and
have not safety surfacing
Benches are wooded slat and worn
Basketball court is in poor condi on

Rank:
Key Issues:

Needs and Opportuni es
•

Park needs complete redevelopment
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Valley Court Park
300 Valley Court

Inventory

Forest

Sunset
Hills

ide

Valley
Court Park

Delta

Va ll e y

GR
AN

DR

IVE
R

College

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:

W

Oakhill

Eve rgreen

Dorothy

Size: 5 Acres
Type: Community Park

Parking Lot

X

Basketball Court

X

Tennis Court
Paved Trails/Walkways

2
X

Playground
Picnic Tables

X
X

Benches
Drinking Fountain

14
X

Valley Court Park is a 5-acre park adjacent to downtown
East Lansing and is a key park in the City system. It is
used for a mul tude of community ac vi es including:
outdoor fes vals, movies and plays, basketball, exterior
program space for the City’s adult day care program, a
Farmer’s Market, and a WiFi plaza.
A park Concept Plan was completed in 2006, and
supports the mul -faceted nature of the park. A central
open fes val space is an cipated to be ringed by interior
walkways that are punctuated by shade structures and
gathering plazas, one of which features a sculpture and
wireless internet for park users.
A WiFi plaza and sculpture were installed in Valley Court
park in 2007 and are a prominent feature in the center
of the Park. The Board of Water and Light building was
moved into the park in 2007 and anchors the west side
of the site, while a Farmer’s Market, launched in 2009,
is housed on the parking lot/basketball court during
Sunday’s in the summer and fall. In 2011, a modern new
playground was installed, and its bright, sculptural design
is a perfect compliment to the park.
In 2014, the parking lot and center concrete walkways
were removed and completed reconstructed. In addi on
to these improvements, a raised stage and shade
structure, electrical services, and new basketball sta ons
were installed.
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Assessment
•
•
•

With the 2014 improvements the pakring lot and site
walkways are in excellent condi on
Tennis courts are in poor condi on
Benches have wood plank seats and backs

Grant History
Grant Number: 60188, MEDC
● Year: 8-22-2013
● Project Descrip on: Farmers market plaza, market
iden fica on, signage, accessible pathways and
repaving of mul -use parking lot.
● Status: Closed

Needs and Opportuni es
•
•
•
•

Rebuild tennis courts, replace net posts and nets,
replace fencing
Construct accessible walkway along North side of the
park
Construct accessible walkway to tennis courts
Replace wood plank backs and seats of benches
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Wolf Court Park
1214 Wolf Court

Inventory

Size: 0.3 Acres
Type: Mini Park/Play Lot

W

Wolf
Court
Park

Wolf

Paved Trails/Walkways

X

Playground
Passive Natural Areas

X
X

Benches

1

Drinking Fountain

X

Wolf Court Park is a small, less than half acre park well
nestled into the neighborhood. It has a small play
structure, some concrete walkways and landscaping. This
park could use some upgrading and the benches need to
be replaced.

Assessment

ADA Assessment
Rank:
Key Issues:
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Needs and Opportuni es

Tennis Court Inventory
and Assessment
February, 2014

City of East Lansing Department of Parks, Recreation and Arts
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Introduction
In February, 2014, an inventory was compiled of the 14 City of East Lansing owned or
maintained tennis courts, and an assessment was performed of each court. The purpose of the
inventory and assessment is to determine the maintenance and repair needs for the courts and
develop a program to address these needs.
Inventory
The City of East Lansing owns and/or maintains 14 tennis courts:
x 7 in East Lansing Parks
x 7 on School District property
There are an additional 8 courts owned and maintained by the East Lansing Public Schools and
20 courts on the campus of Michigan State University, on Shaw Lane for a total of 42 available
courts in the East Lansing community.
The Tennis Court Inventory Map shows the locations of the tennis courts within the City, and
also identifies a ½ mile service area for each tennis court location.
Conditions Assessment
The 14 tennis courts under the jurisdiction of the City of East Lansing vary in condition but all
require either extensive repair or complete reconstruction. This is estimated to cost upwards of
$1 million. The Tennis Court Inventory and Assessment chart and supporting photographs
provides additional detail.
Needs Assessment
Guidelines provided by the National Recreation and Park Association suggest that for every
2,000 people in a community, it would be appropriate to have one (1) tennis court. East
Lansing’s population is 48,579, which suggests that 24 courts would be appropriate for this
Community, resulting in an 18 court surplus.
Recommendation
Given the conditions of the City of East Lansing tennis courts and the surplus of available courts,
a 5-year Tennis Court Program has been developed that proposes to remove 10 of the tennis
courts. The tennis courts that are in the worst condition are removed first and a fund-source for
implementing a Tennis Court Program has not been identified. The Program is attached.
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Chandler

TENNIS COURT
INVENTORY

Hawk
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City of East Lansing, MI
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ª
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A
White
Memorial
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&
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MSU Tennis
Center
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EastLansingTennisCourtProgramRecommendation
Park/Location
GlencairnPark
HenryFinePark
MarblePark
RedCedarElem.
ValleyCourtPark
PatriarchePark
PatriarchePark

#ofCourts
1
2
2
3
2
2
2

Activity
Remove
Remove
Remove
Remove
Remove
Rebuild
Rebuild

2016

2019

2020

15,000
30,000
30,000
45,000
30,000
200,000
45,000

200

2017

FiscalYear
2018

75,000

30,000

200,000

200,000
200,000

201

• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Glencairn

202

• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Pinecrest (HenryFinePark)
(Henry Fine Park)

East Lansing Parks & Recreation
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• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Marble
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• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Red Cedar
RedCedar

East Lansing Parks & Recreation
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• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Valley Ct. Park
ValleyCt.Park
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• Cracks

• Fencing
• Courtsurface
Court surface

Patriarche Park

East Lansing Parks & Recreation
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City of East Lansing
Department of Parks, Recreation and Arts

COMMUNITY SURVEY
September 26, 2011
This survey was commissioned by the City of East Lansing to provide guidance to community leaders in
planning future activities, services and facilities. Survey responses will be compiled and analyzed by EPICMRA, and then reported to the City of East Lansing. Responses will be reported in total, or by demographic
groupings, such as region, gender, or age, but in no case will responses be reported by individual participant.
It should take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete the survey. Complete only one survey per household
please.
01. Are you a permanent resident of the City of East Lansing, a student who resides in the City, or, a nonresident of East Lansing who has an East Lansing mailing address?

1

2
3
4
5

Permanent resident
Temporary student resident
Non-resident with East Lansing mailing address
Some other type of non-resident
Undecided/Don’t know

02. Overall, do you think that things are generally headed in the right direction in the City of East Lansing, or,
have things pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track?

1

2
3

Right direction
Wrong track
Undecided/Don’t know

03. What is the single biggest problem or issue the City of East Lansing must address in the next year or two?
[WRITE COMMENT FOR ONLY ONE PROBLEM OR ISSUE]
________________________________________________________________________
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04. How would you rate the job the City of East Lansing does providing basic city services? Would you offer
a positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of only fair or poor?

1
2
3
4
5

Excellent
Pretty good
Only fair
Poor
Undecided/Don’t know

05. Thinking about the services you receive from the City of East Lansing in return for the property taxes and
fees you pay to fund those services, do you think your taxes and fees are too high, too low, or about right for
what you get back in city services?

1
2
3
4
5
6

Much too high
Somewhat too high
About right
Too low
I rent – do not pay taxes
Undecided/Don’t know

In addition to offering a variety of parks and recreational facilities, there is also a wide range of recreational
programs and activities offered in East Lansing, including sports programs, educational programs and classes,
social and enrichment activities. In each of the following areas, would you give the City of East Lansing a
positive rating of excellent or good, or a negative rating of fair or poor? The first area is…

06. Developing parks and recreational facilities
07. Maintaining city parks and recreational facilities
08. Improving and expanding parks and recreational
facilities
09. Offering quality recreational programs and activities
10. Changing programs and activities to meet changing
needs and preferences
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1
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2
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3
3
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4
5
4
5

1
1

2
2

3
3

4
4
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5

1

2

3

4

5
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11. How much do you think most residents of East Lansing participate in recreational activities that are
offered? Do they participate a lot, some, only a little, or not at all?

1

2
3
4
5

A lot
Some
Only a little
Not at all
Undecided/Don’t know

Please name up to two leisure or recreational activities provided by the City of East Lansing, including
any sports programs, educational or enrichment classes, which one or more members of your household
participated in the most during the past year or two. For each activity listed, please indicate if one person
participated, more than one, or all members of the household participated. Then, using a scale of zero to ten
with zero meaning you think the activity has little or no value, and 10 meaning it has the highest possible
value for your household, please rate how much you value each activity? [WRITE IN 0-10 IN SECTION
“B” -- 99 IF UNSURE]
-------------- A ------------------ B ---ONE
MORE
ALL
0-10
MEM THAN 1 MBRS
SCALE
12. 1st:
13. 2nd:

1
1

2
2

3
3

______
______

14. Are there any recreational programs or activities that you know of which a significant number of East
Lansing residents participate in that are not currently available in East Lansing -- activities which require
2residents to go to other communities to participate in?

1
2
3

Yes
No ---------------------- GO TO Q. 16
Don’t Know ----------- GO TO Q. 16

What one or two recreational programs or activities do East Lansing residents go to other communities to
participate in? [PLEASE LIST UP TO 2 SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES]
15A. _______________________________________________________________
15B. _______________________________________________________________
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Please name up to two outdoor parks, trails, outdoor or indoor recreational facilities located in East Lansing,
which one or more members of your household used the most in the past two years. For each place used,
please indicate if one, more than one, or all household members used it. Then, using a scale of zero to ten
with zero meaning the place has little or no value, and 10 meaning it has the highest possible value, please
rate the value of each place named? [WRITE 0-10 IN SECTION “B” – 99 IF UNSURE]
-------------- A --------------- --- B ---ONE
MORE
ALL
0-10
MEM THAN 1 MBRS SCALE
16. 1st:
17. 2nd:

1
1

2
2

3
3

______
______

18. Thinking about the number of parks available in East Lansing, do you think there are enough to meet the
needs of people in your area, are too many available, or, are more parks needed near where you live?

1
2
3
4

More parks needed
Enough parks available ------- GO TO Q. 20
Too many available ----------- GO TO Q. 20
Undecided/Don’t know -------GO TO Q. 20

In what areas of East Lansing are more parks needed? [DESCRIBE UP TO 2 AREAS]
19A. [1ST AREA]: ________________________________________________________
19B. [2ND AREA]: ________________________________________________________
20. Thinking about the availability paved and non-paved trails, do you think there are enough to meet the
needs of people living in your area, are there too many, or, are more needed?

1
2
3
4
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More trails needed
Enough trails available now - GO TO Q. 22
Too many available ----------- GO TO Q. 22
Undecided/Don’t know -------GO TO Q. 22
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In what areas in East Lansing are more trails needed? [DESCRIBE UP TO 2 LOCATIONS]
21A. [1ST Area]: __________________________________________________
21B. [2ND Area]: _________________________________________________
22. Thinking about the number and kind of indoor recreational facilities available, are there enough to
meet community needs, are there too many, or, are more needed?

1
2
3
4

More indoor facilities needed
Enough indoor facilities available --- GO TO Q. 24
Too many available -------------------- GO TO Q. 24
Undecided/Don’t know ----------------GO TO Q. 24

What kind of indoor facilities do you think East Lansing needs more of? [DESCRIBE UP TO 2 KIND OF
FACILITIES]
23A. [1ST Kind]: __________________________________________________
23B. [2ND Kind]: _________________________________________________
24. Thinking about the number and kind of outdoor recreational facilities available, are there enough to
meet community needs, are there too many, or, are more needed?

1
2
34
5

More outdoor facilities needed
Enough outdoor facilities available now---------------GO TO Q. 26
Too many outdoor facilities available ---------------- GO TO Q. 26
Undecided/Don’t know ---------------------------------- GO TO Q. 26

What kind of outdoor facilities do you think East Lansing needs more of? [DESCRIBE UP TO 2 KIND OF
FACILITIES]
25A. [1ST Kind]: __________________________________________________
25B. [2ND Kind]: _________________________________________________
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26. In the future, how much of a priority should it be for East Lansing to develop and/or maintain East
Lansing parks in an environmentally sensitive manner by increasing the amount of native landscape,
including more natural, wild types of grass and vegetation, as well as reducing the carbon footprint in park/
open space areas by using fewer chemicals, as well as reducing the use of gasoline driven machinery, such as
lawn mowers? Should it be a top priority, important but not a top priority, only a little important or not really
important at all?

1
2
3
4
5

Top priority
Important but not a top priority
Only a little important
Not really important at all
Undecided/Don’t know

27. Overall, do you think current recreational programs, activities and facilities have enough funding to
provide what is needed and wanted in East Lansing, do you think more funding is needed, or, do you think
too much funding is already provided?

1
2
3
4
5

Much more funding needed
Somewhat more funding needed
Enough funding provided
Too much funding provided
Undecided/Don’t know

The following is a list of some of the parks, trails, indoor and outdoor recreational facilities available to East
Lansing residents and visitors.
Please indicate if one, more than one or no members of your household has used the park, trail or facility
described. Then, regardless of whether anyone in your household uses the place named, using a scale of 0 to
10, with zero meaning you consider the place to have little or no value, and 10 meaning that you consider the
place to have the highest possible value to yourself, your household or the community as a whole, please rate
the value of each place listed.
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-------------- A --------------- --- B ---ONE
MORE
NO
0-10
MEM THAN 1 MBRS SCALE
28. Abbott Road Park……………......

1

2

3

______

29. Aquatic Center……………...........

1

2

3

______

30. Bailey Community Center.............. 1

2

3

______

31. Dog Park........................................ 1

2

3

______

32. Hannah Community Center...........

1

2

3

______

33. Patriarche Park...............................

1

2

3

______

34. Soccer Complex............................

1

2

3

______

35. Softball Complex...........................

1

2

3

______

36. Valley Court Park ………………

1

2

3

______

37. Henry Fine Park.............................

1

2

3

______

38. White Memorial Mark...................

1

2

3

______

39. Northern Tier Bike Trail………....

1

2

3

______

40. Rivertrail........................................

1

2

3

______

41. MSU Campus…………………….

1

2

3

______
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42. Your neighborhood park…………. 1

2

3

______

[Which would include the following neighborhood parks: Harrison Meadows, Hawk Nest, Emerson,
Glencairn, Stoddard, Tamarisk, Shaw, Ehinger, Glenhaven, Shaw Water Tower, Harrison Road, NF Smith,
Wolf Court, Avondale Square Linear, Avondale Square Tot Lot, and Hidden River Park]
43. In providing the funding needed to develop, operate and maintain parks and recreational facilities,
services and programs currently available in East Lansing, which of the following statements best describes
how you think they should be funded?

1
2
3
4
5
6

All funding should be provided through user fees paid by the people who use the programs and
facilities, with none of the funding provided by general tax dollars
Most of the funding should be provided by the payment of user fees, with some funding provided
through general tax dollars
Funding should be equally provided for each program or facility by user fees and general tax dollars
Most of the funding should be provided by general tax dollars with some funding provided by user
fees paid by the people who use the programs and facilities
All funding should be provided with general tax dollars, with none of the funding provided by user
fees paid by the people who use the programs and facilities
Undecided/Don’t know

What are the one or two parks, trails or recreational facilities offered by the City of East Lansing that you
believe should be funded by user fees more than other facilities, instead of being funded by general tax
dollars paid by all residents?
44A: 1st:
44B: 2nd:
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45. Currently, in deciding which recreational programs, classes or activities are started, expanded, continued
at current levels, reduced or eliminated, the level of community participation and cost recovery through the
assessment of fees is the deciding factor in determining which programs continue, are reduced or eliminated.
Do you think the level of community participation and cost recovered through fees should be the deciding
factor in determining whether programs are continued, should it be an important but not deciding factor, one
of many factors, or not a factor at all?

1
2
3
4
5

Deciding factor
Important but not deciding factor
Just one of many factors
Not a factor at all
Undecided/Don’t know

46. Thinking about the Aquatic Center as an example, do you think it should be funded mostly by the people
who use it through user fees, mostly by tax dollars paid by all residents because it is an important community
attraction, or, should it be funded equally by user fees and tax dollars?

1
2
3
4

To the extent possible, funded mostly through the payment of user fees
Funded mostly by tax dollars because they are community attractions
Funded equally by user fees and tax dollars
Undecided/Don’t know

47. Thinking about the Hannah Community Center as an example, do you think it should be funded mostly by
the people who use it through user fees, mostly by tax dollars paid by all residents because it is an important
community attraction, or, should it be funded equally by user fees and tax dollars?

1
2
3
4

To the extent possible, funded mostly through the payment of user fees
Funded mostly by tax dollars because they are community attractions
Funded equally by user fees and tax dollars
Undecided/Don’t know
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48A-K. Which of the following list of barriers exist that prevents you or others in your household from using
East Lansing Parks and Recreation programs, services or facilities (check all that apply).

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

I cannot find others to participate with me
I am too busy with work or school
I am too busy with my family (caring for children/adults, household duties)
Admission fees or other charges are too high
I do not have transportation
I do not have the energy or motivation
I do not have the physical abilities (due to impairments)
The programs are not offered at times that are convenient for me
The programs I want to participate in are full
The location of the programs is inconvenient or uncomfortable to me
I am not interested
Undecided/Don’t know

49A-K. Where do you get most of your information about the City of East Lansing parks and recreation
services (check all that apply).

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
226

Lansing State Journal
State News -- MSU
Towne Courier
Activity Guide
City of East Lansing website
Internet search
Facebook, Twitter or other social media tool
Word of mouth
Driving around the community
Flyers from school
Direct mailings
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12
13
99

Other (Please explain)_________________________________________
Other (Please explain)_________________________________________
Undecided/Don’t know

Finally, the remaining questions are for statistical purposes only.
50. Do you have one or more children living in your home who age 18 or younger?

1
2
3

Yes
No
Undecided/Don’t know

51. In what local public school district do you reside and pay taxes?

1
2
3
4
5
6

East Lansing Schools
Haslett Schools
Okemos Schools
Lansing Public Schools
Other (Please specify): _______________________________________
Undecided/Don’t know

52. For how many years have you lived in the City of East Lansing?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

2 years or less
3 to 5 years
6 to 10 years
11 to 15 years
16 to 20 years
Over 20 years
Do Not live in the City of East Lansing
Undecided/Don’t know
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53. Please indicate the range in which your age falls.

18 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
2
30 to 35
3
36 to 40
4
41 to 49
5
50 to 55
6
56 to 64
7
65 and over
8
9 Undecided/Don’t
know
1

54. What is the top grade or level of schooling you finished?

1 1st to 11th Grade
2 High School Graduate
3 Non-college post high school technical training
4 Some college
5 College graduate
6 Post graduate college
7 Undecided/Don’t know
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(IF A PERMANENT OR STUDENT RESIDENT)
55. In which of the regions shown below do you reside?
------------And Beyond------------

Burcham Drive

Michigan Avenue

Region 3

Grand River
Avenue

------------And Beyond------------

Region 2

Abbot Road

------------And Beyond------------

Region 1

Region 4
------------And Beyond------------

1
2
3
4
5
6

North of Michigan Avenue – West of Abbot Road
North of Burcham Drive – East of Abbot Road
South of Burcham Drive – North of Grand River Avenue
South of Michigan Avenue – South of Grand River Avenue
I do not reside in East Lansing/I reside in the surrounding area
Undecided/Don’t know
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56. Please indicate which of the following categories your total yearly household income falls --- including
everyone in the household?

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Under $25,000
$25,000 to $50,000
$50,000 to $75,000
$75,000 to $100,000
$100,000 to $150,000
Over $150,000
Undecided/Don’t know

57. What is your gender?

1
2
3

Male
Female
Undecided/Don’t know

58. The City of East Lansing Department of Parks, Recreation and Arts is very interested in your opinions on
planning, financing, maintenance, and any other topic you feel relevant to our city. If you would like to share any
additional comments or opinions on such matters, please do so below.

Return completed surveys to:
City of East Lansing
Department of Parks, Recreation and Arts
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823
Surveys may also be delivered to the East Lansing Hannah Community Center, Bailey Community Center, or City
Hall. For questions please contact Wendy Wilmers Longpre, 517-333-2580 x 39.
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Methodology
EPIC ▪ MRA drafted a 55-question on-line survey for the Parks and Recreation Department of
the city of East Lansing, Michigan. The survey was designed to measure public opinion of the facilities
and services of the city’s Parks and Recreation Department, and included several more general questions
testing the public’s views on the direction of the city, its biggest problem, the job being done by the city
in providing basic municipal services and the level of city taxes levied. These more general questions
were included not only to garner opinion on those issues, but also to encourage community residents
who may not use the facilities and services of the Parks and Recreation Department to participate in the
survey.
The survey was hosted on-line from September 27 through October 11, 2011. The Parks and
Recreation Department provided public announcements about the survey with instructions as to how
East Lansing residents could participate in it, and also e-mailed and otherwise communicated with lists
of residents who use the parks and recreational facilities.
A total of 397 respondents, including some who reside outside the city of East Lansing,
participated in the survey. Surveys that were not fully completed were not used in evaluating the data.
While some residents who do not use city facilities participated in the survey, it is very clear, based
on the breakdown of responses, that city residents who use recreational facilities represented the vast
majority of respondents to the survey.
In interpreting survey results, all surveys are subject to error; that is, the results of the survey
may differ from that which would have been obtained if the entire population was interviewed. The size
of the sampling error depends on the total number of respondents that are asked a specific question. The
table on the next page represents the estimated sampling error for different percentage distributions of
responses based on sample size.
For example, 51 percent of all respondents gave the city of East Lansing a “good” rating for the
job it does providing city services (Question #04). As indicated in the chart that follows, this percentage
has a sampling error of plus or minus 4.9 percent. That means that with repeated sampling, it is very
likely (95 times out of every 100), that the percentage for the entire population would fall between 46.1
percent and 55.9 percent, hence 51 percent ±4.9 percent.
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EPIC ▪ MRA
SAMPLING ERROR BY PERCENTAGE (AT 95 IN 100 CONFIDENCE LEVEL)
Percentage of sample giving specific response
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90
SAMPLE SIZE
% margin of error ±
700
2.2
3.0
3.3
3.7
3.6
3.7
3.3
3.0
2.2
650
2.3
3.1
3.5
3.8
3.8
3.8
3.5
3.1
2.3
600
2.4
3.2
3.7
3.9
4
3.9
3.7
3.2
2.4
550
2.5
3.3
3.8
4.1
4.2
4.1
3.8
3.3
2.5
500
2.6
3.5
4
4.3
4.4
4.3
4
3.5
2.6
450
2.8
3.7
4.2
4.5
4.6
4.5
4.2
3.7
2.8
400
2.9
3.9
4.5
4.8
4.9
4.8
4.5
3.9
2.9
350
3.1
4.2
4.8
5.1
5.2
5.1
4.8
4.2
3.1
300
3.4
4.5
5.2
5.5
5.7
5.5
5.2
4.5
3.4
250
3.7
5
5.7
6.1
6.2
6.1
5.7
5
3.7
200
4.2
5.5
6.4
6.8
6.9
6.8
6.4
5.5
4.2
150
4.8
6.4
7.3
7.8
8
7.8
7.3
6.4
4.8
100
5.9
7.8
9
9.6
9.8
9.6
9
7.8
5.9
50
8.3
11.1
12.7
13.6
13.9
13.6
12.7
11.1
8.3

Margin of error +
14%
13
12
11
10
SAMPLE

9

SIZE

8
50
100
150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650

7
6
5
4
3
2
1
10
20
40
50
60
30
Percentage of sample giving specific response
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Key Findings of East Lansing Survey
▪ Just under two-thirds of respondents said the city of East Lansing is headed in “the right direction.”
▪ Most respondents did not offer “parks and recreation issues” as major “problems East Lansing must address.”
▪ More than 9-in-10 respondents offered a “positive” rating for the job the city of East Lansing does in providing
basic city services.
▪ Nearly half said the city taxes and fees they pay are “too high” for what they get back in services.
▪ More than 9-in-10 respondents offered a “positive” rating for job East Lansing does in “maintaining city parks
and recreational facilities.”
Just under 9-in-10 offered the city a “positive” rating for “developing parks and recreational facilities.”
Just over 8-in-10 offered “positive” ratings for “offering quality recreational programs and activities.”
7-in-10 offered “positive” ratings for ”improving and expanding parks and recreational facilities.”
Just over 6-in-10 offered “positive” ratings for “changing programs and activities to meet changing needs and
preferences.”
▪ Nearly 3-in-4 said they think at least “some” East Lansing residents participate in recreational activities offered
by the city.
▪ The top activities respondents said they/their household members participate in were swimming, exercise/fitness,
soccer, festivals/art fair/music, Aquatic Center, zumba and the Hannah Center.
In rating activities they participate in as having important value, residents offered a mean score of 8.5 (out of
10).
▪ 1-in-4 said significant numbers of East Lansing residents participate in activities they have to go elsewhere to
find.
The leading activities cited as not being available in the city were youth sports, flag football, swimming pools,
basketball courts, cross country skiing and dance classes.
Many of the programs/facilities significant numbers of respondents said are not available in East Lansing are in
fact offered by the city; moreover, most of the respondents who offered the “not available” response were in the
younger age demographic groupings – these younger people may not be aware of everything the city recreation
system offers.
▪ The parks, trails or facilities cited has having been used by most respondents were Hannah Center, Patriarche
Park, Northern Tier and the Aquatic Center.
▪ Nearly 8-in-10 respondents said there are enough parks in East Lansing.
Among the 1-in-10 who said more parks are needed, areas most cited as needing facilities were the downtown
area, north/northern Tier, east area and MSU campus.
▪ More than 6-in-10 said there are enough outdoor recreational facilities in the city.
Among the 1-in-10 who said more outdoor facilities are needed, the kind most cited were bike trails, walking
trails, tennis courts, cross country skiing and outdoor pools.
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▪ A solid majority said there are enough indoor recreational facilities in East Lansing.
Among the 2-in-10 who said more are needed, the desired indoor facilities most cited were pools, weights/
workout facilities, walking tracks and gyms.
▪ Only a plurality said there are enough paved and non-paved trails in the city.
Among the almost 4-in-10 who said more trails are needed, the areas most cited for new trails were the north/
northern Tier and the east, with “connecting existing trails” a top response.
▪ Nearly 3-in-10 said “maintaining parks in an environmentally sensitive manner” should be a “top priority”;
nearly 8-in-10 called it an “important or top” priority.
▪ 4-in-10 said the city needs more funding to provide what is required and wanted in current city recreational
programs, activities and facilities.
▪ The parks/recreational facilities used most by respondents/household members are the MSU Campus, Hannah
Community Center, Patriarche Park, Northern Tier bike trail, the Rivertrail and the Aquatic Center.
▪ With few exceptions, the mean “0 to 10” value scores of the facilities tested mirror the rankings of the facilities
based on their reported use by respondents/household members.
▪ Nearly half said all or most of the funding for city recreational facilities and programs should be provided by
“general tax dollars.”
▪ Of a list of parks, trails or recreational facilities, just over a third of respondents said the Aquatic Center should
be funded more by “user fees” than other facilities.
▪ Just over a majority said the level of community participation should be an important or deciding factor in
determining which programs should be continued, reduced or eliminated.
▪ Just over 4-in-10 specifically said the Aquatic Center should be funded with user fees to the extent possible; only
15 percent said the same about the Hannah Center.
▪ Leading the list of respondents’ self-reported barriers to using parks and recreation programs were “being too
busy with work, school or family,” or “programs not offered at convenient times.”
▪ The leading sources of information about East Lansing parks and recreation programs were The Activity Guide,
the East Lansing website, “word of mouth” and Towne Courier.
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Survey Overview and Demographic Analysis
Opinions about East Lansing
–– perceived direction - most say “right track”
Respondents were asked if they think things in East Lansing are “generally headed in the right direction” or
“pretty seriously ... on the wrong track”:
66% Right direction
10% Wrong track
24% Undecided/refused/no answer

–– opinion of biggest civic problem – “development,” “schools,” “revenue” lead list
When asked to name the “single biggest problem or issue the city of East Lansing must address in the next year
or two,” respondents answered:
17% Development - downtown
13% School funding
11% Declining revenue - funding
10% Maintain city services
7% Balanced budget
7% Quality of schools
6% High taxes
23% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
6% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Declining property values
MSU students
Traffic congestion
Negative attitudes
Attracting families
Parking
Economy-jobs
Retirement – older population concerns
Infrastructure
Roads poor
Maintaining parks and recreation
Too many rentals
Walkable - bikeable city
Vacant houses

–– city services job rating – more than 9-in-10 “positive”
Respondents were asked to rate the job the city of East Lansing does in providing basic city services, offering either a
“positive” rating of “excellent” or “good” or a “negative” rating of “fair” or “poor”:
40%
51%
91%
2%
1%
3%
6%

excellent
good
Total POSITIVE
fair
poor
Total NEGATIVE
Undecided/refused/no answer
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Job rating providing city services

Good/Fair

Excel/Poor

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

Total Pos -- 91%

Total Neg -- 3%

Unsure -- 6%

––
view of city taxes/fees – about half say “too high,” one-third say “about right”

13%
36%
49%
33%
2%
5%
11%

Respondents were then asked if the property taxes and fees they pay are “too high,” “about right” or “too
low” in return for the services they receive from the city of East Lansing:
much too high
somewhat too high
Total TOO HIGH
About right
Too low
Respondent rents/doesn’t pay taxes
Undecided/refused/no answer

Rating Level of Taxes for City Services
50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
Somewhat Too High

Much Too High

25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
0%

Too High -- 49%

About right -- 33%

Too low -- 2%

Rents/DK -- 16%

Respondents in the following groups said “too high” by percentages higher than the survey average of 49
percent:

80 percent: EL direction – wrong

63 percent: preferred funding for parks/rec – fees

62 percent: opinion park/rec funding – about right

61 percent: perceived community participation in recreation – little
EL residence – 11 to 20 years
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58 percent: Region 1
use/cost should factor in rec program decisions – yes
56 percent: EL permanent residents
EL residence – 20-more years
55 percent: preferred funding for parks/rec – fees & taxes
women age 50 and over
54 percent: lives/pays taxes in EL school district
EL residence – 6 to 10 years
age 30 to 40 years
53 percent: source of parks/rec info – Activity Guide
men age 18 to 49
52 percent: EL needs more indoor rec facilities – yes
with school age children – yes
age 41 to 49 years
annual household income – $50-75,000
The percentage of survey respondents saying taxes and fees are “too high” in East Lansing is among the highest
of any survey conducted by EPIC ▪ MRA for local communities or school districts. In terms of predicting passage of a
tax-raising ballot proposal, the ideal level of pre-election survey respondents saying their taxes are “too high” is in the
high teens or low 20s as a percentage. When the number saying taxes are “too high” reaches 30 percent or more, voters
are significantly less receptive to any tax or bond related ballot proposal. When it exceeds 40 percent (as in the current
survey), it means the electorate is extremely reluctant to favorably consider any future tax related proposals.

East Lansing Parks and Recreation issues
–– majorities give city “positive” job ratings in all areas
A statement was read to all respondents:

In addition to offering a variety of parks and recreational facilities, there is also a wide range
of recreational programs and activities offered in East Lansing, including sports programs,
educational programs and classes, social and enrichment activities.
Respondents were then asked to offer a job rating for the city in each of several areas related to parks and recreations
activities:
POSITIVE
NEGATIVE undec/
EXCEL
GOOD Total
FAIR
POOR Total
nA
Maintaining city parks and recreational facilities

37%

55%

92%

5%

1%

6%

2%

Developing parks and recreational facilities

37%

50%

87%

8%

1%

9%

4%

Offering quality recreational programs and activities

37%

47%

84%

10%

2%

12%

4%

Improving and expanding parks and recreational facilities

22%

48%

70%

17%

2%

19%

11%

Changing programs and activities to meet changing needs
and preferences

21%

42%

63%

15%

4%

19%

18%
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–– perceived level of community participation – most say at least “some”
When asked how much they think most residents of East Lansing participate in the recreational activities
17%
56%
73%
18%
1%
8%

offered by the city, respondents answered:
a lot
some
Total A LOT/SOME
Only a little
Not at all
Undecided/refused/no answer

–– leisure/recreation activities
– most reported participation: swimming/acquatics lead list
In an open-ended question, respondents were first asked to name up to two leisure or recreational activities
provided by the city of East Lansing – “including any sports programs, educational or enrichment classes” – in which
one or more household members participated during the past two years:
TOP REPORTED HOUSEHOLD ACTIVITIES
20% Swimming-Classes
7% Soccer
5% Aquatic Center
4% Zumba
4% Hannah Center
5% None
51% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
4% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Softball
Tai Chi
Bike trails
Yoga
Basketball
Father Daughter Dance
Prime Time Senior
Farmers’ market
Ceramics-pottery
Fencing
Library
Tee ball
Walking trails
Northern Tier Trail
Dance class
Summer camps
Parks-playgrounds
All of Us Express
Sports-general
Theatre

– most report more than one/all in household participate
Further, for each activity they offered, they were asked if one household member participated in it, if more than one
did or if all members of the household participated in the activity:
35% one person
32% more than one person
23% all household members
90% Total ONE/MORE HOUSEHOLD MEMBER PARTICIPATING
10% Undecided/Refused
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An extremely high percentage of respondents who completed the survey reported household
participation in recreational activities; this clearly indicates that many residents who only partly finished
the survey probably decided not to participate when they realized most of the survey questions addressed
recreational programs and facilities.
– most participants give high “value” rating to activities
Finally, respondents were asked to use a “zero to ten” scale to rate the value of the activities they participated
in, with “0” meaning “little or no value” and “10” meaning “the highest possible value”:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

3%
2%
30%
54%
11%
8.500

– awareness of recreation not available in EL reported by about one-quarter
All respondents were asked if they know of any recreational programs or activities in which a significant
number of East Lansing residents participate but are not currently available in East Lansing (that is, activities residents
have to go to other communities to participate in):
25% Yes
32% No
43% Undecided/refused/no answer
Respondents in the following groups said “recreational activities are not available” by percentages higher than
the survey average:

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

>

>

59 percent: EL needs more outdoor rec facilities – yes
43 percent: EL needs more city parks– yes
41 percent: EL needs more indoor rec facilities – yes
38 percent: EL direction – wrong
35 percent: age 30 to 40 years
34 percent: EL residence – 6 to 10 years
33 percent: Region 4
with school age children – yes
32 percent: Region 2
women age 18 to 49 years
31 percent: EL needs more trails– yes
30 percent: Region 3
age 18 to 49 years
annual household income – $25-50,000
29 percent: opinion park/rec funding – too low
EL residence – 11 to 20 years
annual household income – over $100,000
28 percent: opinion of city taxes – too high
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Those who said “yes” were asked to name one or two programs/activities East Lansing
residents go to other communities to participate in:
8% Youth sports
6% Flag football
5% Swimming pools
4% Basketball courts
4% Cross country skiing
4% Dance – classes
66% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
3% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Children’s nature activities
Competitive swimming
Ice skating
Live music-festivals
Tennis
Adult nature activities
Disc golf
Dog parks
Martial arts
Mountain-BMX biking
Pilates
Road biking
Soccer
Tee ball
Trail biking
Zumba
Art fairs
Arts – crafts
Boot camp
Canoe-kayak
Chess
Circuit training
Cooking classes
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Curling
Farmer’s market
Fencing
Fishing
Floor hockey
Foreign languages
Gymnastics
Hiking trails
Kickball
Outdoor volleyball
Photography
Pickle league
Ping-pong
Recycling
Rock – wall climbing
Roller skating
Squash
Teen activities
Under age 5 sports
Walking
Weightlifting
Yoga
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–– parks/recreation facilities
– most reported usage: Northern Tier, Hannah Center, Patriarche lead list
In open-ended testing, respondents were first asked to name up to two outdoor parks, trails, outdoor or
indoor recreational facilities located in East Lansing which one or more household members have used during
the past one or two years.
TOP REPORTED FACILITY USE
20% Northern Tier
18% Hannah Community Center
15% Patriarche Park
7% Aquatic Center
5% Soccer Complex
2% None
33% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
* Varied responses
Henry Fine
Ehinger
Bailey Community Center
MAC
Hawk Nest
Valley Court
Harrison Meadows
Pine Crest
Lake Lansing
Shaw
Dog Park
Walking Trails
Softball Complex
River Walk
Bike Trails
Farmers’ Market
Hidden River
Alton
Abbott Road
Urban Pathway
Whitehills
– most report use by more than one/all in household
Further, for each facility they offered, they were asked if one household member used it, if more than
one did or if all members of the household used the facility:
13% one person
31% more than one person
47% all household members
91% Total ONE/MORE HOUSEHOLD MEMBER PARTICIPATING
9% Undecided/Refused
– most participants give high “value” rating to facilities
Finally, respondents were asked to use a “zero to ten” scale to rate the value of the facility they used, with
“0” meaning “little or no value” and “10” meaning “the highest possible value”:
0 to 4
1%
5
3%
6 to 8
22%
9 to 10
64%
Undecided/refused/no answer
10%
MEAN: 8.932
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–– opinion of number of EL parks – most say “enough”
All respondents were asked if there are “enough” parks available in East Lansing to meet the
needs of people in their area, if “too many” are available or if “more” parks are needed near where they
live:
77% Enough parks available
12% More parks needed
4% Too many available
7% Undecided/refused/no answer
Those who said “more” were asked, “In what areas of East Lansing are more parks needed?”:
13% Downtown
10% North – Northern Tier
8% East
7% MSU Campus Area
5% Abbott Road
5% Coolidge Road
5% Frandor Area
5% West
38% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
4% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Chesterfield Hills
Marble
Park Lake
Neighborhood Parks
Pinecrest
Northeast Quadrant
Whitehills
Northwest Quadrant
Bailey
Southeast Quadrant
Brookfield
Southwest Quadrant
Cahill
Walnut Heights
Flower Pot
Everywhere
Glencairn
–– opinion of number of EL trails – about half say “enough”
All respondents were asked if there are “enough” paved and non-paved trails available in East Lansing
to meet the needs of people in their area, if there are “too many” or if “more” trails are needed:
45% Enough trails available now
38% More trails needed
1% Too many available
176 Undecided/refused/no answer
Respondents in the following groups said “more trails are needed” by percentages higher than
the survey average:
> 72 percent: EL needs more city parks– yes
> 65 percent: EL needs more outdoor rec facilities – yes
> 53 percent: opinion park/rec funding – too low
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> 52 percent: EL needs more indoor rec facilities – yes
> 50 percent: Region 3
> 47 percent: preferred funding for parks/rec – taxes
> 46 percent: use/cost should factor in rec program decisions – yes
EL residence – 6 to 10 years
annual household income – $75-100,000
> 45 percent: all men
> 44 percent: perceived community participation in recreation – some
source of parks/rec info – Towne Courier
> 43 percent: age 50 to 64 years
annual household income – $50-75,000
> 42 percent: Region 2
EL direction – right
source of parks/rec info – East Lansing website
age 41 to 49 years
> 41 percent: permanent EL resident
job rating-EL city services – positive
source of parks/rec info – other
education level – college
> 40 percent: EL direction – wrong
opinion city taxes– about right
school district – East Lansing
EL residence – 11 to 20 years
Those who said “more” were asked, “In what areas of East Lansing are more trails needed?”:
17% North – Northern Tier
16% Connect Existing Trails
11% East
6% Connect Lansing River Trail
6% MSU Campus Area
5% Frandor Area
4% Downtown
4% West
4% Everywhere
23% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
4% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Connect Lake Lansing
Hagadorn Road
Eastwood Town Center
Hawk Nest
Neighborhood parks
Marble
South
Northwest Quadrant
Abbott Road
Park Lake
Bailey
Southwest Quadrant
Flower Pot
State Road
Glencairn
Whitehills
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–– opinion of number of EL indoor recreational facilities – most say “enough”
All respondents were asked if there are “enough” indoor recreational facilities available in East Lansing
to meet community needs, if there are “too many” or if “more” such facilities are needed:
56% Enough indoor facilities available
21% More indoor facilities needed
4% Too many available
21% Undecided/refused/no answer
Respondents in the following groups said “more indoor facilities are needed” by percentages higher
than the survey average:
> 35 percent: use/cost should factor in rec program decisions – no
> 31 percent: perceived community participation in recreation – a lot
> 30 percent: Region 3
EL needs more city parks– yes
opinion park/rec funding – too low
> 29 percent: EL needs more outdoor rec facilities – yes
annual household income – $75-100,000
> 28 percent: Region 2
EL needs more trails– yes
source of parks/rec info – other
> 27 percent: source of parks/rec info – Towne Courier
> 26 percent: EL residence – 1 to 5 years
EL residence – 6 to 10 years
> 25 percent: with school age children – yes
women age 18 to 49 years
Those who said “more” were asked, “What kinds of indoor facilities do you think East Lansing needs
more of?”:
20% Pool
14% Weights – Workout Facility
13% Walking – Track
12% Gym
9% Basketball court
7% Indoor playground
6% Community centers
5% General sports – recreation
13% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
1% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Indoor Soccer
Music Facility – Auditorium
Arts-Studios
Ping Pong
Rock Climbing
Racquetball
Tennis Courts
Squash
Child Care
Zumba
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–– opinion of number of EL outdoor recreational facilities – most say “enough”
All respondents were asked if there are “enough” outdoor recreational facilities available in East
Lansing to meet community needs, if there are “too many” or if “more” such facilities are needed:
62% Enough outdoor facilities available
13% More outdoor facilities needed
1% Too many available
24% Undecided/refused/no answer
Those who said “more” were asked, “What kinds of outdoor facilities do you think East Lansing needs
more of?”:
11% Bike trails
11% Walking trails
9% Tennis courts
8% Cross country skiing
8% Outdoor pool
7% Nature trails
5% Basketball court
5% Ice skating rink
4% Amphitheatre
4% Disc golf
26% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
2% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Farmer’s Market
Circuit training
Mountain – BMX Biking
Dog parks
Multi-Purpose Sports Fields
Neighborhood parks
Playgrounds for Kids
Racquetball
Soccer Fields
Shooting range
Bathrooms
Skateboarding
“Green” development/maintenance of parks/facilities – most call it “important”
All respondents were asked how much of a priority it should be in the future for East Lansing to
develop and/or maintain East Lansing parks in an environmentally sensitive manner (i.e. increasing the amount
of native landscape, including more natural, wild types of grass and vegetation; reducing the carbon footprint
in park/open space areas by using fewer chemicals; reducing the use of gasoline driven machinery, such as
lawn mowers):
28% top priority
50% important but not a top priority
78% Total IMPORTANT
9% Only a little important
9% Not really important at all
4% Undecided/refused/no answer
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Maintaining parks in environmentally sensitive manner
80%
70%
60%
50%
Import/Little

40%

Top Prior/Not

30%
20%
10%
0%

Tot Important -- 78%

Not Important -- 18%

Unsure -- 4%

Respondents in the following groups said “top priority” in percentages higher than the survey average:
> 41 percent: EL needs more trails– yes
> 40 percent: men age 18 to 49 years
> 37 percent: EL needs more outdoor rec facilities – yes
EL residence – 6 to 10 years
age 41 to 49 years
> 36 percent: EL needs more city parks– yes
source of parks/rec info – other
> 34 percent: annual household income – $25-50,000
annual household income – $50-75,000
> 33 percent: opinion park/rec funding – too low
preferred funding for parks/rec – taxes
age 18 to 49 years
> 32 percent: opinion city taxes– about right
Region 3
Opinion of current parks/recreation funding – plurality say “more needed”
Respondents were asked if current recreational programs, activities and facilities have “enough funding” to
provide what is needed and wanted in East Lansing, if “more funding” is needed or if “too much” funding is already
provided:
6%
34%
40%
26%
4%
30%
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much more funding needed
somewhat more funding needed
Total MORE FUNDING NEEDED
Enough funding provided
Too much funding provided
Undecided/refused/no answer
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Respondents in the following groups said “more funding” is needed in percentages higher than the
survey average:
> 51 percent: preferred funding for parks/rec – taxes
> 49 percent: opinion city taxes– about right
perceived community participation in recreation – a lot
> 48 percent: Region 3
> 47 percent: EL residence – 11 to 20 years
men age 50 and over
> 46 percent: annual household income – $50-75,000
annual household income – $75-100,000
> 45 percent: EL residence – 6 to 10 years
age 41 to 49 years
> 44 percent: residence other areas outside of EL
age 50 to 64 years
age 65 years and over
Reported use of and rating of EL parks, trails, indoor and outdoor recreational facilities
Respondents were offered a list of some of the parks, trails, indoor and outdoor recreational facilities
available to East Lansing residents and visitors, and asked if they or other members of their household has
used the park, trail or facility described. In further questioning, respondents were asked (whether or not anyone
in the household used the place named), to use a “zero to 10” scale to rate the value of each facility, with “0”
meaning “little or no value” and “10” meaning “the highest possible value” to the respondent/household or the
community as a whole:
Abbott Road Park
PARTICIPATION:
RATING:
one person
11%
0 to 4
14%
more than one
16%
5
8%
all participate
11%
6 to 8
22%
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
38%
9 to 10
16%
None
43%
Undecided/refused/no answer
40%
MEAN:
6.267
Undecided/refused/no answer
19%
Aquatic Center
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

10%
21%
29%
60%
31%
9%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

12%
4%
25%
40%
19%
7.502
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Bailey Community Center
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

21%
17%
8%
46%
45%
9%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

15%
8%
22%
25%
30%
6.722

Dog Park
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

5%
9%
6%
20%
71%
9%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

20%
9%
19%
17%
35%
5.609

Hannah Community Center
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

17%
27%
43%
87%
8%
5%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

2%
3%
20%
64%
11%
8.870

Patriarche Park
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

9%
21%
48%
78%
15%
7%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

4%
2%
27%
51%
16%
8.524

Soccer Complex
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

10%
14%
11%
35%
57%
8%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

12%
4%
22%
30%
32%
7.141
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Softball Complex
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

7%
6%
5%
18%
73%
9%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

15%
6%
22%
19%
38%
6.388

Valley Court Park
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

7%
18%
32%
57%
34%
9%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

10%
5%
26%
31%
28%
7.358

Henry Fine Park
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

2%
6%
11%
19%
58%
23%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

15%
4%
12%
16%
53%
6.037

White Memorial Park
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

3%
7%
9%
19%
61%
20%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

17%
4%
16%
12%
51%
5.687

Northern Tier Bike Trail
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

13%
16%
32%
61%
29%
10%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

6%
2%
17%
49%
26%
8.427
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Rivertrail
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

13%
17%
31%
61%
28%
11%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

4%
3%
21%
46%
26%
8.471

MSU Campus
PARTICIPATION:
one person
more than one
all participate
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
None
Undecided/refused/no answer

10%
17%
63%
90%
3%
7%

RATING:
0 to 4
5
6 to 8
9 to 10
Undecided/refused/no answer
MEAN:

1%
1%
13%
74%
11%
9.327

Your neighborhood park *
PARTICIPATION:
RATING:
one person
7%
0 to 4
8%
more than one
16%
5
4%
all participate
36%
6 to 8
18%
TOTAL PARTICIPATE
59%
9 to 10
43%
None
26%
Undecided/refused/no answer
27%
MEAN:
8.045
Undecided/refused/no answer
15%
* Harrison Meadows, Hawk Nest, Emerson, Glencairn, Stoddard, Tamarisk, Shaw, Ehinger, Glenhaven, Shaw Water
Tower, Harrison Road, NF Smith, Wolf Court, Avondale Square Linear, Avondale Square Tot Lot, and Hidden River
Park
Facilities with highest to lowest reported household participation
Percentage Reporting Use
Value rating Rank in Value
90% MSU Campus
9.327
#1
87% Hannah Community Center
8.870
#2
78% Patriarche Park
8.524
#3
61% Northern Tier Bike Trail
8.472
#4
61% Rivertrail
8.471
#5
60% Aquatic Center
7.502
#7
59% Your neighborhood park
8.045
#6
57% Valley Court Park
7.358
#8
46% Bailey Community Center
6.722
#10
38% Abbott Road Park
6.267
#12
35% Soccer Complex
7.141
#9
20% Dog Park
5.609
#15
19% White Memorial Park
5.687
#14
19% Henry Fine Park
6.037
#13
18% Softball Complex
6.388
#11
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Funding issues
–– more say “taxes” should support parks and recreation
All respondents were asked which of four statements best describes their feelings about how funds should be
raised to develop, operate and maintain parks and recreational facilities, services and programs currently available in
East Lansing:
All funding should be provided through user fees paid by the people who use the programs and facilities,
with none of the funding provided by general tax dollars
Most of the funding should be provided by the payment of user fees, with some funding provided through
general tax dollars
Funding should be equally provided for each program or facility by user fees and general tax dollars
Most of the funding should be provided by general tax dollars with some funding provided by user fees paid
by the people who use the programs and facilities
All funding should be provided with general tax dollars, with none of the funding provided by user fees paid
by the people who use the programs and facilities
3%
10%
13%
23%
42%
6%
48%
16%

all funding through user fees/none from general tax dollars
most funding through user fees/some from general tax dollars
Total FEES
Funding equally from user fees and general tax dollars
most funding through general tax dollars/some from user fees
all funding through general tax dollars/none from user fees
Total TAXES
Undecided/refused/no answer

–– opinion of facility that mostly should be funded by user fees – Aquatic Center leads list
Respondents were then asked to name “one or two parks, trails or recreational facilities offered by the city of
East Lansing” they most believe should be funded by user fees, more than other facilities, “instead of being funded by
general tax dollars paid by all residents”:
34% Aquatic Center
18% Hannah Community Center
16% Soccer Complex
10% Softball Complex
7% Dog Park
1% All of them
3% Opposes user fees
50% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
6% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Patriarche Park
Neighborhood parks
MSU Campus
Valley Court Park
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–– consideration of use/fees collected in programming decisions – called “important” by most
A statement was read to all respondents:
Currently, in deciding which recreational programs, classes or activities are started, expanded,
continued at current levels, reduced or eliminated, the level of community participation and cost
recovery through the assessment of fees is the deciding factor in determining which programs
continue, are reduced or eliminated.
They were then asked if “the level of community participation and cost recovered through fees” should be
the “deciding factor” in determining whether programs are continued, “an important but not deciding factor,”
“one of many factors” or “not a factor at all”:
14% deciding factor
38% important but not deciding factor
52% Total IMPORTANT
30% Just one of many factors
2% Not a factor at all
16% Undecided/refused/no answer

–– opinion of specific facility should mostly be funded by user fees
– more say Acquatic Center should be
When asked if “the Aquatic Center” should be funded “mostly by the people who use it through user
fees,” “mostly by tax dollars paid by all residents because it is an important community attraction” or funded
“equally by user fees and tax dollars,” respondents answered:
41% To the extent possible, funded mostly through the payment of user fees
33% Funded equally by user fees and tax dollars
13% Funded mostly by tax dollars because they are community attractions
13% Undecided/refused/no answer

How should Aquatic Center be funded?

Mostly fees

Mostly taxes

User fees/Taxes

Undecided
0%

254

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

Appendix
APPENDIX SIX
– more say Hannah Center should be equally funded by fees and taxes
When asked if “the Hannah Community Center” should be funded “mostly by the people who use it through
user fees,” “mostly by tax dollars paid by all residents because it is an important community attraction” or funded
“equally by user fees and tax dollars,” respondents answered:
42% Funded equally by user fees and tax dollars
29% Funded mostly by tax dollars because they are community attractions
15% To the extent possible, funded mostly through the payment of user fees
14% Undecided/refused/no answer
Ranking barriers to recreation participation – “busy-ness” leads list
All respondents were asked if any of a list of barriers to participation prevents them “or others in your household”
from using East Lansing Parks and Recreation programs, services or facilities:
21% I am too busy with work or school
17% I am too busy with my family (caring for children/adults, household duties)
17% The programs are not offered at times that are convenient for me
9% Admission fees or other charges are too high
5% I am not interested
5% I cannot find others to participate with me
4% I do not have the energy or motivation
2% The location of the programs is inconvenient or uncomfortable to me
2% The programs I want to participate in are full
1% I do not have the physical abilities (due to impairments)
1% I do not have transportation
16% None of the above
Source of information about EL parks/recreation services – Activity Guide leads list
Respondents were asked to name the source from which they get most information about the city of East
Lansing parks and recreation services:
24% Activity Guide
21% East Lansing city website
10% Word of mouth
9% Towne Courier
8% Lansing State Journal
7% Direct mailings
5% Flyers from school
14% * Varied responses – each offered by 1 – 3 percent
2% Other (each offered by less than 0.5%)/undecided/no answer
* Varied responses
Internet search
State News -- MSU
Driving around the community
East Lansing E-news
Facebook, Twitter, other social media tool
####
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FIVE YEAR PARKS & RECREATION PLAN UPDATE 2011
East Lansing, MI. – Hannah Community Center
Input Session – 03-07-11

AGENDA
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Introduc ons (7:00- 7:05)
Timothy McCaﬀrey, Director of The East Lansing, Parks & Recrea on Dept.
Facilitator (7:05 – 7:15)
Robert Ford, LAP Inc.,
 Past Accomplishments, Work in Progress and Proposed
 Direc ons for Input Session
Input Session Begins (7:15 – 8:00)
 Idea Genera on (Counter Clockwise 1 idea per person)
 Secretary Records Input for each person then repeat around the table un l no more diﬀerent
ideas to report
 Brief Discussion at the Table
 Vo ng at the Table
Repor ng Out (8:00 – 8:30)
 Spokesperson – States the 3 top ideas by group, including es
 Scriber records ideas in front of room
Second Vote by Dots (8:30 – 8:45)
 Each Person gets to place 8 Dots on what you think are the most important ideas generated
this evening. You can place between 1 - 3 dots on any one idea if you think it is a very
important idea). Examples: 3 dots on one idea, 2 dots on a separate idea and 1 dot each for
the three remaining ideas totaling 8 dots placed, or (3, 3, 2) or (3, 2, 2, 1) or (2, 2, 2, 2) or
eight ones.
Conclusion (8:45 – 9:00)
 Final Report of Work Eﬀort for the Evening
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FIVE YEAR PARKS & RECREATION PLAN UPDATE 2011
East Lansing, MI. – Hannah Community Center
Input Session – 03-23-11

AGENDA
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Introduc ons (7:00- 7:05)
Timothy McCaﬀrey, Director of East Lansing, Parks & Recrea on Dept.
Facilitator (7:05 – 7:15)
Robert Ford, LAP Inc.,
 Past Accomplishments, Work in Progress and Proposed
 Direc ons for Input Session
Input Session Begins (7:15 – 8:00)
 Idea Genera on (Counter Clockwise 1 idea per person)
 Secretary Records Input for each person then repeat around the table un l no more diﬀerent
ideas to report
 Brief Discussion at the Table
 Vo ng at the Table
Repor ng Out (8:00 – 8:30)
 Spokesperson – States the 3 top ideas by group, including es
 Scriber records ideas in front of room
Second Vote by Dots (8:30 – 8:45)
 Each Person gets to place 8 Dots on what you think are the most important ideas generated
this evening. You can place between 1 - 3 dots on any one idea if you think it is a very
important idea). Examples: 3 dots on one idea, 2 dots on a separate idea and 1 dot each for
the three remaining ideas totaling 8 dots placed, or (3, 3, 2) or (3, 2, 2, 1) or (2, 2, 2, 2) or
eight ones.
Conclusion (8:45 – 9:00)
 Final Report of Work Eﬀort for the Evening
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Parks & Recreation Advisory Commission
AGENDA
MEMBERS
Cheryl Bartholic, Vice Chair
Michael Townley
Gary Beaudoin
EJ Buss
Linda Hegstrom
City Council Liaison
Susan Woods
Staff Liaison
Tim McCaffrey
(517) 319-6867

City of East Lansing
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS,
RECREATION AND ARTS
410 Abbot Road
East Lansing, MI 48823

January 7, 2015
7:00 P.M.
Hannah Community Center
819 Abbot Rd
Room 235
1) Call to Order
2) Roll Call
3) Approval of December 3, 2014 Minutes

Attachment

4) Approval of January 7, 2015 Agenda

Attachment

(517) 337-1731
www.cityofeastlansing.com

5) Public Comment
6) Business Items
a) Election of Officers
b) Draft 2015 Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenways Plan
i) Public Hearing
ii) Resolution recommending adoption of the 2015 Park,
Recreation, Open Space and Greenways Plan

Attachment - Action

c) Michigan Department of Natural Resources Invasive

Attachment - Action

Species Grant
7) Staff Communications – Director’s Report
a)
8) Commissioner Communications
9) Adjourn
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